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“Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are 
looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was 
crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See 
the place where they laid him.” Mark 16:6 
Easter Day celebrates a wonderful unex-
pected surprise. They had watched Jesus 
being crucified on that Friday. Late that 
afternoon they had watched Jesus’s body 
laid in the tomb. All Saturday they had 
observed the Sabbath and waited. Early on 
Sunday morning they had gone to the 
grave expecting to anoint a dead body. 
Instead the women found the stone rolled 
away – not to let Jesus out but to let the 
disciples in. They had found the empty 
tomb and abandoned grave clothes. And 
the angel brings the amazing message: 
“Don’t be alarmed!” Christ is risen. His 
sacrifice was acceptable to God! Our sins 
are forgiven! Death is defeated – we need 
never fear the grave again. Jesus is alive 
and men and women can share His glori-
ous resurrection life! 
Christ is risen! But the good news is then 
followed by a command. “GO AND 
TELL HIS DISCIPLES!” 
                                                                                                                                                                                                  
We can imagine how the disciples felt all 
through that Saturday. Discouraged. Dis-
appointed. Lost. Like sheep without a 
shepherd. Their leader and good friend had 
been crucified and his body sealed in a 
grave. All their expectations and hopes for 
the future were lying with Jesus in the 
tomb, dead and buried. 
But the angel sent a message to the disci-
ples. What a transformation that Good 
News would be. The stone was rolled 
away. The tomb was empty. He is not 
dead. He is risen! 
Here was Good News the disciples needed 
to hear. Go and tell his disciples – Jesus is 
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On Sunday, April 15 we will be  

celebrating the 40th anniversary of  

Hope Lutheran Church!   

 

There will be a get-together after  

both worship  services, with  

cake and coffee. 

   

Please come and celebrate 4 decades 

of sharing Christ together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Declare God’s Love,  

Do God’s Will,  

Dance with the Spirit 

2018 
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Grounds for Hope Café  
New York Times bestselling author John Eldredge offers readers a  
breathtaking look into God’s promise for a new heaven and a new earth. 
This revolutionary book, All Things New, about our future, is based on the simple 
idea that, according to the Bible, heaven is not our eternal home--the New Earth 
is. As Jesus says in the gospel of Matthew, the next chapter of our story begins 
with "the renewal of all things," by which he means the earth we love in all its 
beauty, our own selves, and the things that make for a rich life: music, art, food, 
laughter and all that we hold dear. Everything shall be renewed "when the world is 
made new." 
Most Christians (most people for that matter) fail to look forward to their future because their view of heaven 
is vague, religious, and frankly boring. Hope begins when we understand that for the believer nothing is 
lost. Heaven is not a life in the clouds; it is not endless harp-strumming or worship-singing. Rather, the life 
we long for, the paradise Adam and Eve knew, is precisely the life that is coming to us. And that life is  
coming soon. 
If this sounds too good to be true, please join us the 6 weeks beginning April 8th, between services, as 
we  explore the book, "All Things New". It's easy to ignore the afterlife, pretending it will take care of itself. 
But if you have even the most remote questions, please join us as we explore the most intriguing questions 
about what we can look forward to as we await God's coming Kingdom.  

alive! Here is Good News everybody needs to hear! Our neighbours and friends. People in all kinds of need and people who 
don’t realize they have needs. Jesus is alive! Go and tell his disciples.  

But the sentence did not end there. 
Go, tell his disciples, AND PETER. Two precious words: “And Peter.” We might even say, “Especially Peter.” 
Remember how just three nights before in the Upper Room, Peter had boldly pledged his loyalty to Jesus? Remember how 
defiantly Peter had argued against Jesus’ claims of denying Jesus 3 times? Remember then how Peter denied Jesus, and how 
he broke down and wept? So Peter had failed Jesus. What could he possibly do to make up for his failures? Now there were 
these fantastic stories that Jesus was not dead but was alive again! But if it were true, what would Jesus say to him, to Peter, 
to the one who had denied knowing him three times? How could Peter possibly face Jesus again? “And Peter.”                                                                                           
Here were two very personal words, showing God’s care and forgiveness for every individual, even for Peter.                                                                 

It is easy to believe other people are sinners. We can even pray words of confession, “God have mercy on us, miserable sin-
ners.” But if somebody comes up to us afterwards and calls us a miserable sinner we are likely to punch them in the nose! 
On the other hand, it may be easier to believe that Jesus died for other people, but not for me. It can be really hard to realize 
and accept and know deep down inside that God loves me. God loved ME so much that He gave His only Son. That Jesus 
died for MY sins. That Jesus has conquered death so that I, even I, need not fear death. Jesus is alive and even I can share 
His resurrection life. Peter really needed to hear those wonderful words, “Tell His disciples, and Peter.” And each of us 
need to hear that message for ourselves. That Jesus has died and that Jesus is alive for us!                                                                                                                            

It is clear that sometime during that first Easter Day, Jesus appeared especially to Peter. That meeting between Jesus and 
Peter must have been intensely private – so even Mark does not record the details. But Peter treasured the first words he 
heard which told him that Jesus still loved him and Jesus forgave him. Each of us needs to hear that message for ourselves. 
Jesus is alive for us. And here is the Good News the whole world needs to hear. The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the sin-
gle most important event in human history. Jesus IS ALIVE! GO AND TELL THE WORLD! In Mark 16:15-16 He said to 
them, “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but 
whoever does not believe will be condemned.” Everything God sent Jesus to do He now sends the church to do.  

Jesus is risen from the dead. Without this reality we are doomed to a life without salvation! Without His resurrection life we 
are all left just where Jesus was on that Saturday, in the grave, dead and buried! Jesus is our hope. This was the message the 
Early Church proclaimed to the world, “Jesus is alive!” 
Remember the reaction of the women who were first told that Jesus was alive, before they had seen Him face to face? Trem-
bling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the tomb. They said nothing to anyone, because they were afraid. 
Too often Christians are too afraid to speak out. Perhaps we don’t know for sure that Jesus is alive. But then look at the 
wonderful way Mark’s Gospel ends. “Then the disciples went out and preached everywhere, and the Lord worked with them 
and confirmed his word by the signs that accompanied it.” We may be afraid – but we don’t need to be, for the power of the 
risen Christ is the truth that sets us free. “Jesus is risen – go and tell.” Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Dear Friends, 
 

As I write this letter, we have just completed our first annual Easter Egg Hunt at HOPE. The 

M.O.M. Committee and tons of volunteers worked super hard to make this 2 hour event fun 

and successful. THANK YOU! You are APPRECIATED. 
 

So true confession,  I am that person who plans a party and worries that no one will come. So, 

at 11:30, one half hour before the event was to begin, I was pacing back and forth sweating. 

Suddenly I looked up to see a huge line at the door. Families came. Parents, Grandparents, 

Kids of all ages. The building was awash in laughter and activity. The Easter Bunny posed 

for  pictures with the children. Brochures and information about Hope were distributed and parents and children 

alike asked questions about our vacation bible school, Sunday school, and Sunday services. Many who came had 

attended previous events. Some were friends of our members. Most lived nearby. They stayed, relaxed, and experi-

enced the hospitality of HOPE-and began to know us. 
 

This is precisely why we hold these events and why they are so important--so the community around us will have a 

greater awareness of HOPE; who we are and what we have to offer. As we continue to welcome the community at 

large into our community of HOPE, we increase our ability to spread the Word, share our resources, and to do 

Christ's work. 
 

Happy Easter! 

Renee 

Congregational President 

 

COUNCIL MARCH HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Spring has arrived and the council is planning lots of fun activities to shake off the winter 
blues!   
So mark your calendars and join us!   
 

Hope’s 40th Anniversary – April 15, 2018 
Women’s Lunch – April 21, 2018 
Steak Dinner – May 19 2018 
I Walk for Hunger – June 24, 2018 

Youth Events – 
Bowling Outing – April 8, 2018 
Youth Retreat – June 8-10 2018 
 
Keep an eye out for more information regarding the following initiatives/events 

Knock Your Socks Off 
Upcoming service projects in the local area 
Summer Services 
Vacation Bible School 
Thanksgiving Inter-Faith Service 

 
Other Business: 

Alcohol at church events – No longer being pursued due to cost of insurance 
Council has begun to actively recruit a new music director.  Ann Wood will act as interim praise team director, 

until a replacement is found. 
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       The MOM committee… 
 

 

The Easter Egg Hunt was a tremendous success. Both Hope families and families living nearby 

came to enjoy a few hours fun. So very many Hope folks pitched in to make this event the most  

well-attended event so far. Lots of interest for Hopes Vacation Bible School … both from future  

attendees and volunteers. Next up…Fathers Day & Donuts with Dad…anyone interested in helping 

to plan pls let me know…we would love to have you.  

 

Beyond the fun events…we have a few goals which have been identified to accomplish this year: 

Exploring ways to use the narthex to showcase Hopes 70+ ministries 

Creating a system to welcome guests & visitors who come to service. 

Talking with young adults to better understand what they look for in a church community. We 

have about 8 folks already expressing interest and hope to add more. IF you are one of those 

“younger adults”…or know of any who you think might be interested…pls let me know. We 

hope to have this discussion scheduled within the next 45 days.  

 

If these topics are of interest to you, please give me a call…we would love some  fresh ideas. 

 

 

Your Worship & Music Committee would like you to know 

that we are actively looking for a new Contemporary  

Music Leader. The job description can be found at  our 

website: 

 

http://www.hopelutheran-elca.org/page/180021331/180114264/Employment 

(or go to the home page at hopelutheran-elca.org and click on the link for “Employment” under the 

“Contact” tab) 

 

Perhaps you have considered serving in this way, or perhaps you are aware of someone who would 

fit the bill.  If you or someone you know is interested, please contact Ann at the Church office.  

 Fellowship News 

 

Ladies "Spring Fling" Luncheon 

  * April 21, 2018 - noon 

  * Bring a friend or two 

  * Delicious catered lunch 

  * Fabulous raffle gifts and door prizes  

  * Fun and fellowship 

  * Sign-up by April 15 
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News from the Northwest Suburban Interfaith Council 

“Knock Your Socks Off”: Our second annual collection for men’s, 

women’s and children’s new socks for distribution to our homeless 

neighbors in the Northwest Suburbs.  Please help fill the box (in the  

narthex) during April and May!  

 

 

5th annual I-walk against hunger on Sunday, June 24, 2018: A family walk from 

St.  Mary Parish to Hope Lutheran Church and back. Refreshments are served at 

Hope Lutheran. All donations collected go to assist our food pantries.  We need 

walkers and volunteers to help at Hope.   

Please contact Amy Pabst at 224-334-1003 if you would like to help. 

 

 

 

 

Registration for this summer’s 

Mission Trip is open online at  

 

http://lcgoodshepherd.com/

interfaith-mission-trip.html 

 

 

Register online and 

 

Sign up on the sheet  

On the bulletin board  

in the hallway 

 

Let us know that you plan  

to attend! 
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Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org  
Join Hope on Facebook by using the link on the website or by searching 
for ‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’ and then clicking on the 
‘Like” button. The website and Facebook page have updates on events 
at Hope, pictures and other miscellaneous information. 

To contact the church office:  hopelutheran- elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070. 
 

Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement  
church-wide via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.  
 

To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:  
pmater@aol.com 
 

 

 

 

Coming up on April 8th, our 7th-12th graders are going BOWLING!!   

We will have lunch at church, after the 11:00 a.m. service and then head to 

Bowlero in Buffalo Grove for bowling, fun and fellowship.  The cost of this 

event is $15 per youth.  Detailed information and permission slips have 

been emailed to all families with youth in 7th-12th grade.  All money and 

permission slips due by April 1st so we can provide a good head-count to 

the bowling alley.  We will return to Hope by 3:30.  Please see any of our 

committee members if you have questions.  Scholarships are available, as 

well.  Please see Pastor Jim or Tom Meyer if assistance is needed;  

we want all youth to join in Youth Group fun! 

 

Back on February 22nd, our Senior High gathered for New Horizons and a great game of Heads Up!  Mrs. Duffy 

served us a great taco dinner too!  Tacos are our Youth Group’s favorite meal.  Huge THANKS to Mrs. Duffy for 

always preparing wonderful, nutritious meals for our gatherings.   

 

Did you know Debbie Duffy takes each child’s nutritional needs into account when making us dinner?  She 

always serves a gluten-free, vegetarian, peanut free option so that everyone can participate.  We are truly 

blessed to have the best Chief Cook and Bottle Washer.  

 

Mrs. Duffy has been a part of Youth Group in one way or another for more years than we can count.   

Debbie attended Adult Leadership Lab and has been a part of LOGOS, Faithweaver Friends, Set Apart,  

New Horizons, Vacation Bible School and so much more.  A Sunday School teacher for more than 10 years, 

and a Confirmation leader for just as long, Debbie’s kindness and love for Hope’s Youth shines through and  

we are lucky to have her.  

 

Thanks for all you do for us Deb!  Hope’s Youth Committee AND Youth thank you from the bottom of our 

hearts…and stomachs!! 

 

To Reach a Generation, 

Debbie Duffy, Ken Kring, Tom Meyer, Amy Pabst, Jennie Pankiewicz, Juanita Wundsam 
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.   BOOK NOOK 
 
A scarf ties together the stories of two women as they struggle with  
personal journeys 100 years apart. 
 
When:    Thursday, April 15, 2018, 9:30 a.m.  
   

Where:    Small fellowship hall at church  
   

Book:     “A Fall of Marigolds” by Susan Meissner 
 

Leader:   Julie Haney 
   

Hostess:  Paula Weglarz 
 
 

“Like the golden threads of a scarf sprinkled with marigolds, Susan Meissner weaves  
two unspeakable New York tragedies – the Triangle Shirtwaist Fire and 9/11 -  into a 
shimmering novel of love and acceptance. Meissner’s heroines, Clara and Taryn, live a 
century apart, but their stories are connected not just by a bright scrap of fabric but by 
love lost. 

 
 

2018 RELAY FOR LIFE 

WHEN:  SATURDAY, JUNE 9, 2018 – 3:00 PM to 10:00 PM 

WHERE: TWIN GROVES MIDDLE SCHOOL 

 

 

 

The date is getting closer, so I hope that you will mark your calendars for June 9th to participate in 

HOPE’S Relay for Life Team.  I guarantee that you will have a fun time and will feel a sense of  

accomplishment in being a part of this event that gets us closer to a cure for a horrible disease that  

affects us all in one way or another.  HOPE had a fantastic turnout for our Easter Egg Hunt and the  

Relay for Life is another way for us to connect with our community and serve others as well.   If you  

are unable to attend the event, please consider making a donation in honor or in memory of someone 

touched by this disease.  If you cannot make a donation, please say a prayer for our team and for all 

those affected by this disease. 

 

If you have a scheduling conflict, please do not feel it is necessary for you to be there for the entire 

event.  We will be just as happy to see you for 15 minutes as for the entire event.  Perhaps you would 

like to join to support and raise funds in honor of a friend or family member battling cancer.  You might 

want to join to honor someone and raise funds in memory of someone who has lost that battle.   

 

Here is the link to the HOPE Lutheran Church Relay Team website:   

http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR?fr_id=89095&pg=team&team_id=2280853  

 

PLEASE JOIN OUR TEAM FOR A FUN NIGHT AND A VERY WORTHWHILE CAUSE – PLEASE CONTACT ME 

WITH ANY QUESTIONS YOU MAY HAVE. 
 

JANET SIRABIAN 

847-537-7926 
 

 

http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR?fr_id=89095&pg=team&team_id=2280853
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/5/54/American_Cancer_Society_Relay_For_Life_Logo.png
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GIFT CARD PROGRAM 

 

SHORT & SWEET – GIFT CARD ORDERS ARE DUE ON EASTER SUNDAY, 

APRIL 1, 2018!!! 

 

There are hard copies of the Vendor List on the info table at church.  You 

may call or email either of us or Ann and tell us what you want, or you may 

just write the cards you want on a note and leave it in the box on the info 

table – you do NOT have to use the computer, so don’t let that deter you 

from ordering.   Be sure to include a check made out to HOPE LUTHERAN 

CHURCH with Gift Cards marked in the memo line. 

 

Questions?  Give us a call – we will be happy to answer them.     

Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 - jsirabian@leonettiassoc.com   

Gina Vera – 847 -439-0561 – gvera0908@gmail.com  

Women’s Weekend  
Coffee Break 

 

Sunday, April 8th 

12:30 p.m. 

Gianni’s Cafe 

20505 Rand Rd. 
 

The fun continues!  Please join us for a 
great time with the ladies of Hope. Stop 

by for a coffee or tea or a bite to 
eat.  Sign-up is by the coffee cove in the 
gathering area.  Hope to see you there! 

 

  

MEN’S THURSDAY NIGHT GROUP 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We will be viewing videos in a 6 part 

series called “Kingdom Man” which  

is about helping men reach their  

God-given potential. 
 

   Thursday evenings…. 

 6:30-7:30… 

  great food… 

   great discussions 

 

Bible Study/Small Group Questionnaire 
 

We are presently exploring some alternate times and platforms for  

creating new Bible Studies and small groups.  

 

A questionnaire is available on the website or in the church narthex. 

 

If you are interested, please fill it out so that we can determine the most 

convenient times, places to meet, special interests and types of study 

that you might most enjoy. 

mailto:jsirabian@leonettiassoc.com
mailto:gvera0908@gmail.com
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1660 Checker Rd. 

Long Grove, IL 60047 

www.hopelutheran-elca.org 

Declare God’s love. 

Do God’s will. 

Dance with the Spirit. 

 
 

Join us for Worship! 

 

Regular Sunday Worship:  
   

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship Service   

9:45 a.m. Sunday School/Grounds for Hope Café 

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service 

 

Maundy Thursday: March 29 
  7:00 p.m. Worship 

Good Friday: March 30 
  7:00 p.m. Worship 
Easter Sunday: April 1 
  8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship Service   

  11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service 

     Easter Breakfast served between worship services 


