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Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord! 
 

This year our Advent season and  
Christmas celebration will look and feel a 
bit different. Pandemics have a way of 
changing our plans, don’t they? Many 
families who do not want to expose 
themselves to any risk of infection during 
the Christmas and Advent seasons, as 
well as empty nesters or those whose 
impaired health puts them at risk, will  
not be gathering in their traditional ways. 
But this does not mean that we have to 
abandon celebrating Christmas all the 
same and the coming of the “light of the 
world” all the same. 
 

We have already selected the Advent and 
Christmas worship series titled “Prepare 
Ye” for this season, and though our  
preparations will be somewhat different, 
maybe some new traditions can be  
started. 

 

This year while we cannot celebrate 
Christmas where and how we would  
typically like: in church, with our families 
-- large or small -- with friends and  
relatives, we still prepare the way for 
Christ to be reborn  in our hearts. No 
matter how adverse the circumstances 
are, Jesus comes into the world as light 
and takes his place among us. And 
though everyone who celebrates  
Christmas will do so differently this year, 
we are always filled with hope no matter 
what restrictions or protective measures 
we must take. 

The Hopeful 
Hope Lutheran Church                                                                                 
Long Grove, Illinois                                          Pastor Jim Andrews 

 
Regretfully, we announce that in response to 

the state Tier 3 Resurgence Mitigations to slow 
the COVID-19 spread, which became effective 

on Friday, November 20, 
In-person worship has been suspended 

until further notice. 
We will continue to Live-stream the 

Worship services each Sunday,  
and for the holidays. 

See Pages 2- 3 for more information. 
 

We are attempting to continue as many of our 
Bible studies, events, and service programs as 
possible, while complying with the guidelines 
set forth by the State and our Synod.  Look for 

opportunities to connect inside this newsletter. 
 

At the time of publication, the church office is 
remaining open during regular hours: 

Monday thru Friday 9:00 am—3:00 pm. 
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Let this be a year in which we  
become more focused on the  
Spiritual celebration of Advent  
and Christmas. How about including 

Advent wreaths, daily devotions, Advent calendars, and  
prayers as part of our home celebrations? I would also 
encourage you to display Nativity scenes and lighted  
stars in your yards, in your homes, in places that no one 
had ever thought of, including in the virtual world. Let's 
celebrate Christmas differently, with intensity and depth. 
Let’s all slow down and take stock of what is important.  
If, for example, the busy hustle and bustle at Christmas 
disappears, this could lead to a more calm, yet intensive 
experience of the feast. 
 

As we prepare for a "digital Christmas”, the frustration  
of "mistletoe and Zoom" will obviously be looming, so 
why not start making those preparations and make the 
best of your extended family time together? Rather  
than fretting over whether or not to make the 50 or 150 
mile trek to be with other family members or close 
friends, start putting more effort into this year's  
festivities by arranging those Evite, Skype, or Zoom  
gatherings—the more the merrier! Put a message round 
the family saying that you will not be hosting in your 
house but that you would host a Zoom Christmas.  
Preserve whatever you can of the family traditions and 
take it from there. You might get responses like, “you 
mean we can do this in our jammies? You mean we don't 
have to drive?”  

 
Plan on singing carols together. Maybe watch a Christmas 
movie together at the same time. Mail gifts ahead of time 
and have the whole family open their Secret Santa  
presents on a video call. Why not also suggest reaching 
out to the poor and needy in advance of your festival  
celebration. Focus on what is essential, indeed necessary, 
for all of you to celebrate the Feast of our God, Immanuel 
in a way most befitting to Him, that is, by turning our 
attention to the other and to their needs, reaching out to 
others in our own families, neighborhood groups and 
charities, and thus welcoming into our lives the Lord  
who gave His all for us. Think of moving from external 
illumination to lighting the lives of others.   
 

It is impossible to predict the further development of the 
pandemic and its consequences, but Christmas will take 
place--in whatever form. My hope is that you will all have 
a great time Preparing Ye a way to celebrate. There are 
undoubtedly many, many positives to be taken in our 
preparation if we keep the light of Christ always in our 
hearts. 
 
Laura and I want to wish all of you and your families  
a most memorable, joyful, and sacred Advent and  
Christmas season.  
 

Prepare Ye the Way!  
Pastor Jim 

(Continued from page 1) 

 Join us on Sunday mornings during Advent as we contemplate the many ways 
we prepare ourselves for the coming of the Christ Child on Christmas, taking 
cues from the psalms of old and from those whom God chose to play a part in 
the story of our Lord’s birth: 
November 29: “Ponder” - Psalm 48:9—Mary 
December 6: “Pray” - Psalm 69:13—Zechariah 
December 13: “Praise” - Psalm 30:4—Elizabeth 
December 20: “Proclaim” - Psalm 145:6—John the Baptist 
Sunday Worship services will be live-streamed on our  Facebook page 
at 8:30 am Traditional and 11:00 am Contemporary  
 

Christmas Eve Worship will continue the “Prepare Ye” series as we 
“Prepare a Place” - as Joseph and Mary prepared a place for the baby Jesus in a 
manger, so we prepare a place in our hearts for Jesus to be present with us.   
The Christmas Eve worship service will be live-streamed at 4:00 pm. 
 

Christmas Day Worship encourages us to “Prepare for Paradise” and celebrates 
the truth that we will one day dwell with Jesus in paradise.  The service will be 
live-streamed at 10:00 am. 
 

All live-streamed services will remain on the Facebook page for later viewing. 
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In-person worship suspended as of Sunday, November 22 
 
As most of you are aware, effective November 20, 2020, Governor Pritzker has amended the 
statewide COVID mitigation guidance to limit public gatherings to groups of no more than 10 
people. In keeping with this announcement, the Metropolitan Chicago Synod of the ELCA has 
also issued recommendations for limiting worship services. Based on these facts, and in an 
effort to protect the health of all our members, Hope Lutheran Church has decided to once 
again close our building to all people except those necessary to physically put on our worship 
services. This restriction is effective this Sunday, November 22, and until further notice. 
 
Despite these circumstances, we will continue to livestream our services to our Facebook page 
every Sunday, with live liturgy and music from Church. For the 8:30 service, Pat Avery and 
Lynn Schneider will perform, while at 11:00, members of the Praise Team will provide music. 
We will continue to offer drive-up communion on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month,  
after the second service. Please keep an eye on your bulletins, which will be emailed every 
week, for any additional information. 
 
I know these are uncertain times, and that there is a lot of apprehension about what to do  
as time goes on. We have had many discussions, considered many possible options about  
how to proceed, and prayed about it extensively.   Given all the information available, we feel 
that this plan is the most faithful way to handle our situation. Please continue to pray for our 
ministry at Hope, and the well-being of all our fellow citizens, as we continue forward into the 
winter. 
 
"Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to 
his power that is at work within us,  to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus through-
out all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.” Ephesians 3:20-21 
 
Peace, 
Chuck Johnson 
Director of Worship & Music 

 
HOPE’s  2020 Christmas Celebration 

 

With regret,  we announce that in compliance with the guidelines set forth 
by the State Tier 3 Resurgence Mitigations to slow the COVID-19 spread,  
this event has been cancelled. 
Thanks to all who worked so hard to plan for this  event. 
 



STEWARDSHIP 
 

Thank you for returning your 2021 Pledge Forms and  
Time/Talent Surveys.  You may complete these at any 
time.  Neither is intended as a commitment, but rather as 
ongoing consideration of your own stewardship potential  
depending on your personal situation.  We realize that some 
members of Hope have given above and beyond their pledge 
amounts during the pandemic while others have not been in a 
position to do so.  We respect your pledge as a goal you have 
set in prayerful conversation with God.  Hope uses it to inform 

our annual budget projections.  The survey is meant to be an ongoing dialogue of how you might 
share your unique skills and personality with our congregation.  An updated Time/Talent Survey 
will be sent out 3-4 times per year to inform you of upcoming opportunities for involvement.  We 
value the contribution that each of you makes to Hope. 
 

Check your mailboxes during the first week of December for the arrival of a Stewardship Stanley 
kit.  It will include brief instructions along with the materials you need to make your own Steward-
ship Stanley (or whatever name you choose!)  Please email or text me pictures and/or videos 
(including Stanley) of how you and your family celebrate the upcoming holidays…Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, the New Year, Epiphany.  Do you have any special traditions, foods, gifts, or decora-
tions that Stanley could highlight?  I will put the clips together into videos so we can connect with 
each other and reminisce about pre-COVID days when we could more easily spend time togeth-
er.  Please let me know if you do not receive a kit or if you would like an extra. 
 

Peace and Blessings, 
Gina   gvera0908@gmail.com      847-962-4815  

Page 4 December 2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The annual December movie event for the 
Book Nook has been cancelled. 
 
Scheduled book for January: 
“This Tender Land”  
by William Kent Krueger 
 
Watch for further announcements next 
month. 

 

As a reminder, Feed My Starving Children is open.  They are tak-
ing groups of 5 or less to pack food, and yes, you can pack by 
yourself if you wish.  Please go to fmsc.org to volunteer at either 
the Libertyville or Schaumburg sites.  They are extremely careful 
in requiring masks, keeping social distance, hand washing and 
wearing gloves while packing.  Please consider helping out as the 
need is greater than ever. 
Jeff Whitehead 
Community Relations Director 

mailto:gvera0908@gmail.com


Thursday evening Men's 
Study:    

 
Meetings are now being held  

via Zoom,  
every Thursday 6:30 p.m. 

Zoom link will be provided via email. 
If you are interested in joining, contact Tom Clark : 

tomclark1519@gmail.com 

Pub Chats 
Wednesday evenings, a couple of times a month,  

on Zoom video meetings 
 
 

  Starting in November:  “Esther: Fulfilling Life’s Mission” 
 

Esther, along with the Old Testament books Song of Solomon, Ruth, Lamentations, and  
Ecclesiastes, are five scrolls that are read on various Jewish holidays. Esther provides us  
with the history of the Jewish holiday Purim, or "lots," named because Haman, an evil ruler, 
cast lots to determine the day of the Jews' annihilation. Esther is the Jewish heroine who, 
along with her adoptive father, Mordecai, reversed Haman's plan by influencing the king  
of the Persian Empire, Xerxes. Esther also has a lot to teach us about how to find and fulfill 
our life's mission. 
 

November 18:  Study One:  We Flounder Without a Mission 
 We need to live for more than entertaining ourselves. 
December 2:  Study Two:  We Are Tempted to Settle for a Shadow Mission 
 Unless we face the shallowness of our shadow mission, we'll never move beyond it. 
December 16:  Study Three:  We Need Courage to Fulfill Our Mission 
 Any mission we are given will include obstacles to overcome. 
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DISCOVER THE TRUE CHRISTMAS STORY—THE CASE FOR CHRISTMAS 
Even when he was an atheist, Lee Strobel enjoyed the Christmas season–the gift-giving, holiday 
parties, and being with friends and family. But after his wife became a Christian, Lee started to  
investigate the real meaning behind all those nativity scenes he had seen outside of churches. In 
this four-week study, Lee reveals what he discovered as he sought to separate the holiday from  
the holy day, the facts from the fantasy, and the truth from the tradition. In each session you will 
explore: 

• What the Bible actually says about Jesus’ birth and how you can know it is accurate 
• Whether the Christmas story actually happened or developed from the myths of the day 
• The Bible’s claim that Jesus was born of a virgin and why it is important to your faith 
• How Jesus–and only Jesus–fulfilled hundreds of biblical prophecies about the Messiah 
The Case for Christmas will invite you to look beyond the familiar traditions of the season, challenge you to examine 
the evidence for yourself, and consider why Christmas really matters. Join us as we begin this Advent study, Sunday 
11/29. Study Guides will soon be available at a nominal cost of $5 and will be available at the church during  
regular office hours.  

Hannah Circle meets on  
Tuesday, December 15 

7:00 p.m. on Zoom 
 
 

The Zoom link will be sent out by email—if you 
would like to participate,  

contact Debbie Duffy or Renee Clark. 



Join us for fun and fellowship! 
 

Gingerbread Event 
December 13 at 7:00 pm on Zoom 

 
Open to everyone— 

Share the building experience with others! 
Kits provided by the Youth group 

Contact Ben to get your kit to participate. 
ben.hlcyouth@gmail.com 

SPECIAL DELIVERY! SUNDAY SCHOOL AT YOUR DOOR! 
 
Fall and Winter 2020 Sunday School is coming directly to your door! Join us as we try 
out new ways to learn more about Jesus at home, with your family and at your own 
pace.  
 

Each session, registered children and their families receive a package full of activities, 
snacks, videos, books and other surprises. We’ll get together remotely before the end of each session to share what 
we’ve learned and catch up. Watch for email updates through the Hope Lutheran Sunday School email list. 
 
 

Session #3: The Reason for the Season 
Sunday 12/6 – Sunday 12/20 
 Banish cabin fever and get into the holiday spirit!  
 

To register for Sunday School so you can join us for upcoming sessions and join the Hope Lutheran Sunday School 
email list, send an email to cube2.0@gmail.com 
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Thanksgiving Baskets 
 

Thanks to all who participated in the Thanksgiving Food Basket drive.  We ended up 
with 35 bins of food for needy families so that  they can enjoy a hearty Thanksgiving 
meal.  Way to go Hope!!!  Special thanks to Pam and Gary Kennedy for all of their 
hard work in coordinating this project.   
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Thanks to the Youth Group for their help with the  
Thanksgiving Food Basket Drive! 

 



GIFT CARDS FOR CHRISTMAS!! 
November orders picked up again, so THANK YOU!  This is the month that you’ll want to order cards for  CHRISTMAS  
– your own and for the Christmas donations you may give to shelters, etc., gift cards for gifts and for your shopping 
for gifts – and don’t forget our everyday needs for gas, groceries, take-out meals, etc. etc. etc.  There are hard copies 
of the Vendor List on the info table at church.  BUT for those of you not comfortable attending in person yet, just call 
or email either of us and tell us what cards you would like to order – very simple!  AND if you are unable to get to 
church to pick the cards up, we will be happy to deliver them to you.  Gina has updated the list – there are some 
new vendors, and she has put an * next to those vendors.  Ann has sent out an email to everyone with the vendor 
list as an  attachment. 
 

You do NOT have to use the computer, so don’t let that deter you from ordering.   Your check should be made out 
to HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH with Gift Cards marked in the memo line. 
 

Orders and checks are due by the 1st Sunday of each month and the cards have been arriving on Tuesday of the  
following week.   DECEMBER orders are due on Sunday, December 6, 2020.  If you are unable to attend church  
that day, just drop your order in the box early or give us a call. 
 

Questions?  Give us a call – we will be happy to answer them. 
 

Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 – janet.sirabian@gmail.com            
Gina Vera – 847-962-4815 – gvera0908@gmail.com  
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Community Relations - Holiday Wish Drive 

Bringing Joy During the Holidays Through Giving 
 

 

The holiday season is fast approaching, and there are families in our community who will need some help feeling  

the joy and peace of the holiday season. For the second year, Hope has partnered with Vernon Township in their  

Gift Program to provide families an opportunity to receive gifts during the holiday season.   
 

You can select an entire family or a single-family member; it’s up to you.  If your busy schedule makes shopping  

difficult for you to participate in this program, please consider donating toward our gift drive and we’ll do the  

shopping for you.   
 

This program will have a quick turn-around time.  All gifts must be received at Hope no later than Friday, December 

4th.  If you are not comfortable dropping your items off at church, we can arrange curbside pick up. 
 

Please use this link to access the shared Google Sheet containing the list of family’s names along with instructions: 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DHtDqKMhfPzB17V0mgt0leaK-kZMPIp-w_HPBJZ7928/edit#gid=765818727 
 

Also, if you are interested in helping out our Community Relations committee with this wonderful gift-giving ministry 

please contact Jennie Pankiewicz at (847) 927-6437 or benjusal@sbcglobal.net.  We will need help shopping,  

wrapping, and delivering gifts on time. 
 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns. 
 

Thankful for our Hope Family, 

Jennie Pankiewicz,  

Community Relations 

mailto:janet.sirabian@gmail.com
mailto:gvera0908@gmail.com


December Membership Anniversaries 

NAME: YEARS AS A MEMBER OF HOPE: 
  

"Celebrate the Season"  

        Each year we celebrate Advent, Christmas and Epiphany.  The Worship and Music 

committee chose "Prepare Ye" as this year’s Advent theme.   I always wait to make 

choices in music for this time of the year but begin preparing in May.  So much to 

chose from and all so beautiful.  Where does one begin? 

        As one knows it is impossible to play all the Carols, Hymns, and Songs.  So many, 

each having a message.   Although many  get rearranged,  the words are the same 

and the melodies are recognized by listeners.  We all love hearing and singing them.  

Of course, I love playing them too.  

        Decided to do a little research on the music for "Celebration of His Coming", I chose to look into the question I 

am asked every year.  What is a Carol?  What is a Hymn?  A "Carol" always tells a story of the star, the shepherds,  

the wise men, the Holy Family, or a form of celebration pertaining to the Christmas season.  A "Hymn" is essentially 

devotional, chanted and sung since the early days of the Christian Church.     Keep in mind that every Christian land 

has shared  carols, hymns and songs for centuries.   

          Advent is four Sundays, Christmas season includes the two Sundays after Christmas.  We can sing so many 

Christmas Carols, songs and hymns.   Lynne Schneider will begin Advent  singing “Light a Candle" .  Following, "Once 

He Came in Blessing”, “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” and Andie VanSpankeren will end Advent with a handbell 

solo “Do You Hear What I Hear?”    Christmas Eve:  "O Holy Night"  Handbells and piano.       

           Even though things may seem a little dark during this time, we know there is "Light" and the darkness cannot 

overcome it.  Music has a beautiful way of giving this to all.  "O Come All Ye Faithful, joyful and triumphant"  and 

"Silent Night " .   Never to be forgotten by believers.   

         On that note, "Let All Sing of Hope, Love, Joy and Peace".    If you have a favorite Carol, Hymn or Song, I would 

be glad to somehow fit it into the services. 

                                                                                     Blessings to you, 

                                                                                            Pat 
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Jeff & Sharon Anderson & family 6 

Nancy Harstad 39 

Rick Krieger, Vicki Roth & family 27 

Evelyn Lathrope 27 

Tom Meyer & family 6 

Karen Palmer & family 13 

Mike Podolak, Jen Gremmels & family 6 

Sandra Richter 6 

Nathan & Samanthas Schuller & family 6 

Alan Van Bladel 13 

Paula Weglarz 34 

Scott & Jennifer Young & family 13 



 
“Such a time as this…” 
 

I guess it goes without saying that 2020 has been quite a year.  I have made a promise to 
myself not to mention the chief health-related concern that we have been dealing with, 
but I think you know what I’m referring to.  Add to this great political and social issues 
that have arisen, and I think you can agree with me that 2020 has been a peach.  We can 
use a break. 

 

In Pub Chat, we are beginning a new study of the Book of Esther.  One of the chief observations that has been made 
about the book is that it does not mention God once.  Martin Luther is said to have thought it was apocryphal and 
should not have been included in Scripture.  But I think it is an important story, particularly as we enter Advent. 
 

In a nutshell, during the Jewish exile in Babylon, a Jewish girl named Hadassah (later known as Esther) was chosen by 
the powerful Persian king Xerxes to be his queen, although he did not know she was Jewish.  She eventually helps 
save the Jewish people from the king’s order that they be slaughtered, by boldly going to Xerxes in contravention of 
his law, and asking for him to have mercy on the Jews.  The most famous verse from the book of Esther is Chapter 4, 
verse 14, where her relative Mordecai says: “…who knows but that you have come to your royal position for such a 
time as this?” 
 

It’s those last six words that I think apply most strongly to us during this Advent season.  I believe we find ourselves in 
our current situation, in the midst of this clown show of a year, as part of God’s marvelous plan.  I realize it may not 
seem all that marvelous right now, but I think Advent 2020 can have special meaning for us.  We are using a worship 
series called Prepare Ye, that focuses on how we prepare ourselves for the birth of our Savior.  This preparation is 
especially meaningful in light of all the extraneous stuff that 2020 has piled around us, but perhaps our faith is  
preparing us “for such a time as this.”  This year, perhaps more than any other, our preparation needs to be laser-
focused; keeping our eyes set completely on the ultimate relief from our situation.  Look to the east.  That light you 
see in the distance is the imminent rising of the Bright and Morning Star. 
 

Hope’s Advent plans for this year include the worship series Prepare Ye, referred to above, which will be used for 
Sundays during the season.  The themes for each Sunday  of Advent are 11/29: Ponder, 12/6: Pray, 12/13: Praise, and 
12/20: Proclaim.  It is anticipated that all holiday services will be live-stream only, with no in-person worship.  Our 
Christmas Eve service will be at 4:00 pm, consisting of a live-streamed traditional-format service.  Christmas Day ser-
vice will be at 10:00 am, consisting of a live-stream of Pastor from the Church, with links to appropriate music.  De-
cember 27 will continue our traditional practice of having a single service of carols at 10:00 am.  Your Worship & Mu-
sic Committee trusts that these worship opportunities will give each of you the best opportunity to prepare and focus 
on the Coming of the Christ Child. 
 

Peace. 
 

Chuck Johnson  † ♫ 
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Dear friends, 
 

Advent-tide has always been my favorite annual pilgrimage; not as long as Lent, not as dark as 
Lent, just a time of joyous anticipation. And most of the great Advent Church-music is in a 6 / 8 
meter. If that means nothing to you, then visualize the iconic scene from 2001 Space Odyssey as 
you approach the “waltzing” space station. Never has classical music been put to better use in 
filmography. (Caveat though, Strauss’ The Blue Danube is technically set in a 3 / 4 meter not  
6 / 8 but to the less-trained ear, like mine, it’s the same.) 
 

That is why Come Lord Jesus (Even So Come) caught my attention from the first moment I discovered it and fell in love 
with the waltz-like feel of the music. And the textual theme. THIS, said I, is the best Advent piece since Marty Haugen 
gave Awake, Awake and Greet the New Morn to the Church. Hope’s Praise Team absolutely must get on this. And we 
have. 
 

“All of creation all of the earth, Make straight a highway a path for the Lord, Jesus is coming soon.  
There will be justice, all will be new, your name forever faithful and true.  
Like a bride waiting for her groom, we'll be a Church ready for you;  
Ev'ry heart longing for our King we sing, Even so come Lord Jesus come,  
Even so come Lord Jesus come.”  
Well crafted, Misters Tomlin, Ingram and Cates.” I cannot wait to use this song in our worship. 
 

The lyrics express one of the fundamental themes of Advent, the Maranatha, the evocative plea, “Come, Lord Jesus.” 
As a child (an emotional shelter to which most of us return throughout our adult years), the weeks prior to Christmas 
were, of course, significantly devoted to the plea “Come, Santa Claus.”  That was the miserly, self-centered, ego-
driven Consumer in me. To sit in a pew at St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church on Honore Street in Chicago for a Wednesday 
evening Advent worship service (back when the Church could still get away with such a stunt) was a counterpoint to 
that consumerism, a vital opportunity to hear a better alternative, “Come, Lord Jesus.” Come, we plead in this Advent 
season, help us make this world a better place for all people. Come help us become better caretakers of the planet 
and it’s environment. Come, help us bring to an end the racism that plagues our nation’s systems and culture. Come, 
make me a more gentle, softer, more generous person.  
 

A moment however to think about that word “maranatha.” If your response is to say, “Well, that’s all Greek to me” 
you’d be right. And because it is the ancient Greek language with which the New Testament authors composed their 
works, and because there are some words whose meaning are yet unclear in the Koine Greek, our use of the word 
opens up several possibilities. Depending on how you choose to divide it into it’s constituent parts the word St. Paul 
uses in 1 Corinthians 16 (the only time in the entire New Testament it is used btw.) could mean either a) “Come, Lord 
Jesus” or b) “The Lord has come.” It is either a plea, or a declaration. Biblical scholars will use a word’s context to  
determine which translation fits best. It was a surprise to me then that current scholarship, based on the context of 
Paul’s use of the word here, calls for the translation “The Lord has come.” Who would’ve thought, right? One of the 
most evocative Advent themes is cut loose because of context. 
 

I’ll have to deal with what this means for my Advent observance this year. But it is a stark reminder that context  
impacts so much of what and how we value, declare, demand, and expect. Much of life, whether in St. Paul’s world or 
in our world, is up for interpretation and discernment, based on context. So there is always work to be done to ferret 
out meaning, to ascertain (a word in the news for us to poke around with) what we will believe and how we will act. 
When all is said and done, I will still choose to deepen my Advent experience this year with thinking of the Maranatha 
as that plea, “Come, Lord Jesus.” The world in which we now live calls forth from us nothing less than this. The song, 
when it comes right down to it, really does need to be sung, this year more than ever. 
 

Peace, 
Robert Braband, Contemporary Worship Music Leader  
“Come Lord Jesus (Even So Come)” Chris Tomlin | Jason Ingram | Jess Cates © 2015 S. D. G. Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
sixsteps Songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)Worship Together Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)Open Hands Music (Admin. by 
Essential Music Publishing LLC)So Essential Tunes (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC)Chrissamsongs Inc (Admin. by Vistaville Music)Go 
Mia Music (Admin. by Vistaville Music)Vistaville Music Used by permission. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CLI License # 1133499 
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Wishing a Blessed Holiday Season  

And a very Merry Christmas 

To all our members and friends 

From Hope Lutheran Church 
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1660 Checker Rd. 

Long Grove, IL 60047 

www.hopelutheran-elca.org 

Declare God’s love. 

Do God’s will. 

Dance with the Spirit. 

 

To contact the church office:  hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070. 
 

Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement  
church-wide via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.  
 

To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:  
pmater@aol.com 

Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org  
Join Hope on Facebook by using the link on the website or by searching  
for ‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’ and then clicking on the ‘Like” 
button. The website and Facebook page have updates on events at Hope, 
pictures and other miscellaneous information. 

Virtual Worship Schedule: 
HOPE will continue to live-stream our worship services 

on Facebook live.  Join us to worship together. 
The video messages will also remain on the page for later viewing. 

 
 

Sunday mornings:  
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship, with hymns and sung liturgy 

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship, with music from the Praise Team 

 

These services will include the reading of the Word, prayers, and a 
message from Pastor Andrews.  

 
Holiday Virtual Worship: 
Christmas Eve at 4:00 p.m. 

 Christmas Day at 10:00 a.m. 


