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The Themes of Christmas 

 

“Each of you should give what you  
have decided in your heart to give, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver”. 2 Cor. 9:7 NIV 
 

“In everything I did, I showed you that by 
this kind of hard work we must help the 
weak, remembering the words the Lord 
Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to 
give than to receive.’ ” Acts 20:35 
 

It is better to give than receive. We hear 
it all the time—especially this time of 
year. But sometimes I wonder if we really 
believe it. We say the phrase as if the 
generalization is a forgone conclusion. 
We print it on bumper stickers and  
billboards. We teach it to our children. 
And we mutter it under our breath when 
circumstances don’t go as expected.  
But in reality, the proverb is difficult to 
live out. 
 

We live in a world that seeks personal 
gain, even encourages it. And as a  
result, we seek to make sure the things 
we receive are equal to the gifts that we 
give. But I think the statement does ring 
true: it is better to give than receive. The 
accumulation of possessions offers only 
short-term pleasure that fades quickly. 
On the other hand, generosity and giving 
offers long lasting happiness, purpose, 
and fulfillment. 
 

It is better to give than receive. And the 
stakes only get higher when we consider 
the themes of Christmas. Christmas, you 
see, is far more than pretty presents   
under a tree. Christmas is a celebration 
of love, joy, peace and hope. These are 
the greatest gifts we can ever give.  

The Hopeful 
Hope Lutheran Church                                                                                 
Long Grove, Illinois                                          Pastor Jim Andrews 

 
Christmas Eve 

Saturday, December 24 
 

Candlelight Worship Services at  
4:00 pm and 11:00 pm 

 
 
 

Christmas Day 
Sunday, December 25 

 
One Moring Worship Service at 

10:00 am 
 
 
 

New Years Day 
Sunday, January 1 

 
One Morning Worship Service at 

10:00 am 
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But they are often the most  
difficult—especially if we have not 
received them from others. 

 

We dig in our heels. We decide we will offer  
forgiveness, but only if they make the first phone  
call. We will show love, but only after they sacrifice 
something. And we may respond in goodness,  
but only after they start showing some kindness  
to us first. 
 

Suddenly, we fall into the same ridiculous trap of  
believing that it is better to receive than give. 
 
But the themes of Christmas should not be kept  
to ourselves. They can only be experienced when 
given away. For example: 
 

Love:   Christmas is a season of love—a  
celebration of sacrificing what we have in order  
to show appreciation to those who mean the most  
to us. And while expressing love to another may  
be the most beautiful thing we can ever do, it can  
also be one of the most difficult—especially when 
those who should love us the most, withhold it.  
We are to love anyway. True love is not self- 
seeking. It keeps no record of wrongs, and  
demands nothing in return. 
 

Joy:   This world never allows for perfect  
circumstances. And those who wait to find joy  
in them, never will. It is unwise to base our  
happiness fully on the actions of others. But that 
doesn’t mean we can’t bring a little joy into the  
life of another by the things that we do and the  
words that we say. We can still be intentional  
about spreading joy wherever we go. 
 

Peace:   Familial and personal relationships can 
cause conflict, turmoil, and stress at any time,  
but the tensions are often heightened during the  
holidays. Offer the gift of peace this Christmas by 
taking the first step. One phone call or conversation 
may not make amends for years of hurt, but it is  
still the first step that needs to be made by  
somebody. 
 

Hope:   Hope is one of the greatest benefits in the 
entire world. It is one of the greatest treasures we 
can ever find for ourselves. And it is one of the  
greatest gifts we can ever give to others. See the 
good in people. Believe in their greatest potential  
and encourage them often. 
 

And just for good measure, here are a few more  
related thoughts that can increase holiday pleasure: 
 

Reconciliation.   At its heart, Christmas is a story of 
reconciliation. A baby was born to offer forgiveness 
to a world that is lost without it. With that thought in 
mind, the holiday season creates opportunity to offer 
forgiveness and reconciliation to those who need it 
most in our lives. We can take the first step. Even 
before an apology has ever been expressed, we can 
lay the foundation for reconciliation that makes it  
possible. Christmas is not a season of pride, but of 
humility. Just look at the conditions under which  
Jesus came into our midst! 
 

Goodwill.   People may desire to harm us, but  
wishing pain and suffering upon them in response 
only intensifies the hurt. Harboring resentment,  
ill will, and bitterness in our hearts towards someone 
only allows their actions to control us indefinitely into 
the future. On the other hand, wishing goodwill upon 
those who hurt us frees our soul and allows us to 
move on with an uncluttered mind and far better  
disposition. 
 

These are key themes of Christmas and abiding in 
them should grant us far more freedom to relish the 
season, accepting the miracle birth of our newborn 
King. 
 

Maybe the greatest gifts we can give during  
Christmas are the very things we most desire to  
receive. For at its heart, Christmas is a story of  
reconciliation. A baby was born to offer forgiveness  
to those who need it most. We poor, lost sinners  
are the ones in great need. The “baby” is Christ who 
reconciles us to our creator-God the 3 in 1!  
 

May 2023 be a year in which we who have freely  
received so much because of God’s love, freely give 
of ourselves in return. With much gratitude for the 
time we have been together, Merry Christmas! 

(Continued from page 1) 
 

 

Christmas Music Request 
We had so much fun with the hymn requests over the summer, that Pat wants 
to offer the congregation the opportunity to request your favorite Christmas 
carols during the Advent and Christmas worship seasons. 
Forms to fill out are available in the church narthex.  Let us know what you 
want to sing! 
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The season of Advent begins on Sunday, November 27th 
 
Join us each Sunday as our worship services center on the theme:  
“The Wonder of Christmas” 
 
This worship series points to the miracle of Christmas and God’s desire 
to be in relationship with us, through thoughtful perspectives on 
  
 the Hope promised in the prophecies of Jesus’ birth,  
 the Peace found in the Good Shepherd,  
 the Joy of the wise men’s journey,  
 the Love of God revealed in Gabriel’s message to Mary, and  
 concluding at Christmas with the Wonder of His Birth. 

Please come to the Hope Lutheran Church Miniature Tree Farm to receive your gift of a miniature 
decorated Christmas tree for your home.  (they will fit nicely where your Hope Pumpkins were  
displayed in your homes). 
 
Starting on November 27th Hope Christmas trees will be available in the Narthex for you to pick 
up.  Please stop by and pick out your Hope Christmas tree!    (For anyone housebound please 
call Ann in the office and let her know and we will make sure your household receives one.) 
 
“Let the trees of the forest sing, 
let them sing for joy before the Lord, 
for he comes to judge the earth.” 
1Chronicles 16:33 



Thursday evening  
Men's Study:    

 

6:30 p.m. on Zoom 
 

If you are interested in joining, contact Tom Clark: 
tomclark1519@gmail.com 

Pub Chats 

Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m., a couple of times a month  
  

 At Vin 90 Kitchen & Bar 
401 Half Day Rd., Buffalo Grove—at the Arboretum Golfcourse 

  

Advent Study starting November 2: The People of the Nativity 
  

The people involved in the Nativity story are familiar to us, but what can we learn from them? 
Through these people we will learn about the human condition and God's character. We'll also 
learn how doubts can turn to faith, the importance of humility and obedience, and how to gain 
an eternal perspective.  

  
  

November 2 Session 1 The Genealogy of Jesus Matthew 1:1-17 
November 16 Session 2 Joseph   Matthew 1:18-25 
November 30 Session 3 Mary    Luke 1:26-38 
December 14 Session 4 The Shepherds  Luke 2:1-21 
December 28 Session 5 The Angels   1 Timothy 3:16 

  

In January, the Parables topic will resume. 
  

Study materials are available in the church narthex. 
If you would like to join the group, please email Ann in the church office:  

hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net 

Hannah Circle will meet 
Tuesday, December 13 
at 7:00 pm at church. 

 
Contact Debbie Duffy:  
Duffyde626@aol.com 

 

On a seemingly ordinary day, in a manger in the middle of bustling, overcrowded  

Bethlehem, the promised Messiah slipped into the world as a tiny baby. Thousands  

had longed for his coming, few witnessed his entrance, but millions have been changed 

by his life.  

 

This six-session LifeGuide® Bible Study, Advent of the Savior, will introduce you to the circumstances  

surrounding the birth of Jesus, remind you of God's faithfulness and power to fulfill his promises, and draw 

you more deeply into the love that brought Christ to earth. Beginning Sunday, Nov. 13th, join us at 9:45 a.m. 

between worship services in the Small Fellowship Hall, as we begin to enter into this Advent season linking 

the nativity story to Old Testament prophesies of the coming Messiah and the various angelic visitations 

that took place. What a perfect way to help prepare your heart and mind for Christmas this year.  

 

Contact Pastor Jim for advance study materials.  
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 December Membership Anniversaries 

 
Date: Thursday, December 8 
 
Instead of a book discussion, the December meeting will feature a tour of the  
Rolling Meadows 1950s museum., followed by lunch at Toscano Restaurant.. 
 
Meet at the museum at 10:00 am.  The museum is located at  
  3100 Central Road, Rolling Meadows. 

 
The historic house was designed as a replica of the first ranch-style home constructed in the Rolling  
Meadows community by founder Kimball Hill in 1953. Visitors come to enjoy this “time machine” experience 
as they are transported back to the 1950s in this replica home. The 1950s House was the first house in the 
country to be constructed to interpret this era, and looks and feels like an authentic 1950s experience. 
 
All are welcome.  For more information, contact Cindy Vogt. 

A collaboration across time and place 
 
For Christmas Day worship, many churches use Psalm 98. It is  
fitting, then, that Isaac Watts, who interpreted 132 psalms as hymn 
texts, based a now-beloved carol on it. 
 
Watts (1674-1748) was a student of language, religion and philosophy. 
He wanted to make Scripture more relevant to lay people and thought 
hymns could help. Watts composed more than 600 hymn texts, many 
still in use. But Psalm 98:4-9, “Joy to the World,” needed music to fit its 
words. 
 
Enter Lowell Mason (1792-1872), an American choir director.  
He came across Watts’ Psalm 98 hymn text and sought inspiration  
for a melody from the famous oratorio Messiah by George F. Handel 
(1685-1759). Mason pulled musical phrases from sections of Handel’s 
work, resulting in the tune we now recognize as “Joy to the World.” 
 
So it is that three men who lived across three centuries and never  
met — along with the composer of the original psalm more than two 
millennia earlier — together produced a hymn to the Christ-child,  
which millions have sung and continue to love. 
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NAME: YEARS AS A MEMBER OF HOPE: 
  

Jeff & Sharon Anderson & family 8 

Nancy Harstad 41 

Rick Krieger, Vicki Roth & family 29 

Tom Meyer & family 8 

Karen Palmer & family 15 

Nathan & Samantha Schuller & family 8 

Alan Van Bladel 15 

Paula Weglarz 36 

Scott & Jennifer Young & family 15 



It’s the most wonderful time of the year and Community Relations 
has been busy helping our community and serving those who are 
less fortunate. 
 
For Thanksgiving, Pam and Gary Kennedy took the reins again  
and spearheaded Hope’s Thanksgiving Basket collection.  Please 
see the article containing all of the details, but I wanted to make 
sure Pam and Gary got the recognition they deserved for taking 
charge of such an important drive.  Their organization of this  
ministry and their leadership has helped to give so many local  
families a Thanksgiving feast.   
 
Debbie Duffy headed up the Operation Shoebox ministry that delivered 24 shoeboxes full  
of goodies for children across the world.This wonderful ministry created by Samaritan's Purse 
is sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ with millions of boys and girls in more than 100 
countries each year.  Many of these children have never before received a present or heard 
the true meaning of Christmas–until they open a gift-filled shoebox. Thank you to Debbie for 
organizing this very important, on-going ministry at Hope, but also to everyone who donated  
a shoebox(s) to be sent to a sweet child somewhere in our world. 
 
Hope’s 2022 Holiday Gift Drive is currently underway.  Vernon Township assigned us 7  
families, a total of 26 people who requested both wants and needs. Within 24 hours our  
Hope congregation signed up and selected EVERY SINGLE PERSON.  That being said,  
we are still collecting monetary donations that will be added to some of the families' gifts  
and also help fill their gas tanks or cupboards.  Vernon Township has also stressed how low 
their pantry gets this time of year, so non-perishable food items are also being collected at  
this time to help fill the pantry.  Below is a list of items currently needed to keep the pantry 
stocked during the holiday season.  All donations must be received at church no later than  
Friday, December 9th at 5:00 p.m. At that time, we will sort and bag up all gifts for delivery to 
the township office on Monday, December 12th. If you have any questions about the Holiday 
Gift Drive, please reach out to me at (847) 927-6437 or jennie.pankiewicz@gmail.com. 
 
Stay Blessed,  
Jennie Pankiewicz 
Community Relations 
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We are so humbled and grateful 
for the outpouring of donations 
for the Thanksgiving baskets 
this year, especially during this 
time of rising costs of groceries 
and other supplies.  We were 
able to donate 43 Thanksgiving 

baskets to the Eugene Field Elementary School, 
the same number we donated in 2021!   
Additionally, we have 'left over' monetary dona-
tions to kick off the Thanksgiving Basket drive in 
2023!Thank you for your generosity!   
God's Work, Our Hands. 



GIFT CARD PROGRAM 
 

CHRISTMAS is almost here, and the possibilities for using gift cards are endless.   
Kids love gift cards as gifts (who doesn’t?).  Gift cards are great for you to use for your 
Christmas shopping.  Use them to buy gifts, and they are great gifts for those gifts that 
have to be mailed – so easy!  Use them for your Christmas donations to families in need – 
or to buy your gifts for those in need.  This is all in addition to your everyday needs for 
groceries, gas, and other necessities. 

 

The proceeds from the December Gift Cards will be going to the LSSI Storybook Project   This is such a 
great program for moms that are incarcerated to connect with their little ones and let them know that 
they’re loved even though mom isn’t with them.    I urge you to try using gift cards – it’s a great way to 
help others with no additional cost to you.  Please do not hesitate to ask me or Gina if you have any 
questions at all about the program. 
 

There are hard copies of the Vendor List on the info table at church.  You may call or email either of us or 
Ann and give us your order.  DECEMBER orders are due on Sunday, DECEMBER 4, 2022.  If you are not 
comfortable attending church in person yet, give us a call.  AND if you are unable to get to church to pick 
the cards up, we will be happy to deliver them to you.   
 

Questions?  Give us a call – we will be happy to answer them. 
 

Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 – janet.sirabian@gmail.com  
Gina Vera – 847-439-0561 – gvera0908@gmail.com  

Page 7 December 2022 

 
 
Thank you to all our hard-working gardeners that kept 
our church gardens growing and looking beautiful!  
Green thumbs up to Gina Vera, Kathie Klein, Shirley 
Singer (also donated all the mulch for the gardens),  
Fred Vogt, Nathan, Mason and Isaac Schuller, and 
Jim Hoesly. Special thanks to the Fall Clean-  
up crew: Karen Palmer, Gina Vera and Lisa Halpin. 
And a huge thank you to Joe Peplow for keeping our  
gardens watered all summer!  
 
Kathy Whitehead 
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Donate a poinsettia to decorate our sanctuary for Christmas 
 

 

Every year we offer the opportunity to buy Poinsettias to decorate the Sanctuary around Christmas 
time, which may be dedicated in memory or honor of a loved one.   It would be great to see the entire 
space filled floor to ceiling with beautiful plants.   
 
Please use the attached form to participate by ordering your plants.   
 
Orders are due in the church office by December 4th. 
 
Plants may be taken home after the Christmas Day service. 

 

Size Price Number  
Ordered 

Total 

6” pot (5 blooms)  $10.00   

Name ____________________________________________ 
 
 
Phone No. ________________________________________ 
 
 
In memory or honor of:  (circle one) 
 
 
____________________________________________________ 
 

 
Orders due by Sunday, December 4 

Please turn in order forms and  
payment to the church office,  

in person or by mail 
 

Questions—call Ann in the church 
office: 847-634-2070, or email at: 
hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Men’s 
Bible Study on 
Zoom 

2 
 
 
 
7:30 pm AA 
 
8:00 pm White 
Stone Church 

3 
8:00 a.m.  Men’s 
Breakfast—Billy’s 
Pancake House 

4 5 
 3:30 pm Bell 
Choir 
 
6:30 pm Worship 
& Music on Zoom  
 
6:30 pm Boy 
Scouts 

6 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Praise 
Team 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm White 
Stone Church 

8 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Men’s 
Bible Study on 
Zoom 

9 
10:00 am Book 
Nook Museum 
tour and lunch 
 
7:30 pm AA 
8:00 pm White 
Stone Church 

10 

11 12 
3:30 pm Bell 
Choir 
 
6:30 pm Church 
Council 
 
6:30 pm Boy 
Scouts 

13 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Praise 
Team 
 
7:00 Hannah 
Circle at Church 

14 
 
 
7:00 pm Pub 
Chat at Vin 90 
 
7:30 pm White 
Stone Church 

15 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Men’s 
Bible Study on 
Zoom 

16 
 
 
 
7:30 pm AA 
 
8:00 pm White 
Stone Church 

17 
8:00 a.m.  Men’s 
Breakfast—Billy’s 
Pancake House 

18 19 
 
 3:30 pm Bell 
Choir 
 
6:30 pm Boy 
Scouts 

20 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Praise 
Team 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm White 
Stone Church 

22 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Men’s 
Bible Study on 
Zoom 

23 
 
 
 
7:30 pm AA 
 
8:00 pm White 
Stone Church 

24 
 
 
 
 
 

4:00 & 11:00 pm 
Candlelight  

Worship 

25 
 
 
 
 
 

10:00 am  
Christmas  

Morning Worship 

26 27 28 
 
 
7:00 pm Pub 
Chat at Vin 90 
 
7:30 pm White 
Stone Church 

29 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Men’s 
Bible Study on 
Zoom 

30 
 
 
 
7:30 pm AA 
 
8:00 pm White 
Stone Church 

31 

 

 
Sunday Worship Schedule:   
      at Church and on Facebook 
 

8:30 am  Traditional Worship 
9:45 am Education Hour 
11:00am Contemporary Worship 

 

  1:00 pm  Church of Eternal Hope 
  4:00 pm  White Stone Church 

Page 9 



1660 Checker Rd. 

Long Grove, IL 60047 

www.hopelutheran-elca.org 

Declare God’s love. 

Do God’s will. 

Dance with the Spirit. 

 

To contact the church office:  hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070. 
 

Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement  
church-wide via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.  
 

To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:  
pmater@aol.com 

Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org  
Join Hope on Facebook by using the link on the website or by searching  
for ‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’ and then clicking on the ‘Like” 
button. The website and Facebook page have updates on events at Hope, 
pictures and other miscellaneous information. 

 

Worship Schedule: 
Join us in person or remotely, to worship together. 

HOPE will continue to live-stream our worship services on Facebook live. 
The video messages will also remain on the page for later viewing. 

 

Regular Worship Schedule: 
Sunday mornings December 4th, 11th, 18th: 
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship  
9:45 a.m. Education Hour 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
 
Christmas Worship Schedule: 
Christmas Eve: 4:00 and 11:00 pm Candlelight Worship 
Christmas Day: 10:00 am Christmas morning/Sunday Worship 
New Year’s Day: 10:00 am Sunday Worship 

 


