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A Very Different, Yet Special Lent 
 

At the Feb. 26 start of Lent on Ash 
Wednesday last year, people were filing 
into churches in the United States and  
all over the world to receive ashes and  
to begin their 40 days of fasting and  
penance. At that point, only people  
arriving at airports from China were being 
screened and there were 60 cases of the 
coronavirus in the country, primarily from 
40+ passengers who had been on a single 
cruise ship. 
 

The first Sunday of Lent was pretty  
typical, but by the second week, some 
church bodies began urging parishes  
to abandon handshaking and hugging  
during the passing of the peace and  
from sharing the common cup during 
Communion. By the next week, many  
synods were discouraging having public 
services and by March 22nd churches 
were advised to tell congregants to  
stay at home to curb the spread of the 
coronavirus. 
 

And now, nearly one year later, with many 
public places shuttered or restricted, and 
a country practicing its long term of self-
distancing and self-quarantining, we are 
only now slowly crawling out of our  
quarantined state once again to begin  
another round of live worship, restricted 
to 25 or less, yet carefully tiptoeing  
forward. Saying it has been a year like no 
other is a clear understatement.  

The Hopeful 
Hope Lutheran Church                                                                                 
Long Grove, Illinois                                          Pastor Jim Andrews 

 

 
We are worshipping  
publicly once again at 
Hope, starting Sunday, 
January 31. 
See page 4 for more  
information. 

 
  

All worship services will continue to 
be live-streamed on our Facebook 
page, and will also remain on the 
page for later viewing. 



Page 2 February 2021 

And we are not out of the woods  
just yet, as it may take some months 
before mass vaccinations have been 
administered and the virus is well 

under control. Who could have dreamed…. 
 

This year’s Lent will again not be normal, right from the 
outset. A method to administer ashes to those who are 
intent on coming will have to be done much differently. 
This will most likely be a year of “self” atonement. But 
many have pointed out that it will not change in terms of 
the penitential qualities tied to this health crisis—the 
suffering, giving up and solitude—are in fact symbolic of 
Lent’s spiritual practice of self-denial. 
 

Even the very word, quarantine, means 40, in French, 
which stems from its Latin origin, “quadraginta,”. This 
symbolism is not lost on many. A number of Bible  
scholars have compared the notion of quarantine to 
Christ’s 40 days in the desert and the 40 days of Lent.  
The idea that we have been keeping in isolation and  
distancing ourselves from one another to prevent  
coronavirus spread, could also be viewed as a period  
of retreat with extra time for prayer or spiritual reading 
especially during the Lenten season. 
 

In fact. this current situation could be viewed as our  
opportunity to be in the desert like Jesus, with time away 
in solitary prayer. What could be more Lenten? With the 
halt to normal routines for many, at a minimum, we now 
have extra time to spend in prayer each day — prayer 
that is greatly needed to seek eternal rest for the dead,  
to remember those who are sick and living in great fear, 
for our health care workers who remain on the front lines  
of this disease, and for one another. We may never again 
have a Lenten season that affords us so much time to  
give to the Lord. Let us use this time wisely and well! 
 

Along with extra time to pray, the ongoing pandemic also 
offers us a heightened perspective of the language of 

Lent. When we begin Lent with the (self) imposition of 
ashes and the reminder, ‘From dust you have come and 
to dust you shall return, we are given an opportunity to 
become focused on the finiteness and fragility of human 
life—this is one of the spiritual lessons of the coronavirus. 
 

The challenge imposed by the spreading virus also  
contains a built-in penance that no one asked for, which 
may cause some people to ask if they still have to give up 
something else for Lent. These initial sacrifices that some 
pledged last February were made prior to the country’s 
complete shift to the point where everyone is giving 
something up from mundane items to time with friends 
and family at public places and the far more tragic losses 
of jobs, health, family members and friends. 
 

Lent is a time to embrace both personal penances and 
“penances that choose you”. This past year has offered  
us challenges we’ve never had to face before. We mostly 
could attend church only virtually. Our normal routines 
have been disrupted. We worry about ourselves and our 
loved ones. Some of us may even need to fight the virus 
itself. This pandemic will once again make the current 
Lenten season dramatically different. Yet Lent remains 
what it has always been: “A time to get in better touch 
with God’s love for us and do our best to ‘spring clean’ 
our souls in preparation for the glory of Easter.” 
 

This year let this Lenten season also become a time to 
think about how we live as a community, how we protect 
each other from illness, how we clothe the naked and 
feed the poor, shelter the homeless, and how we can be 
part of the solution to a global health crisis. Let us meet  
these challenges, and maybe even bring about new and 
better ways of taking care of each other in the years to 
come. Let us allow God’s light to shine from us to dispel 
the dreary darkness that others might not be able to 
overcome as we lead them toward the promise of Easter. 
I believe in all of you. God’s peace be with you. 
 

Pastor Jim 

(Continued from page 1) 

February Membership Anniversaries 

NAME: YEARS AS A MEMBER OF HOPE: 
  Pat Avery 27 

Tom & Mary Geocaris & Family 32 

Dwight & Pat Mater & Family 32 

Juanita Wundsam  32 

Laurie Lowry 32 

Bryan & Susan Nielsen 7 

Bill Voss 5 
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Dear Friends of Hope, 
 

Thanks to all who participated in our first ever ZOOM Annual Meeting on January 24! I appreciated 

everyone's patience with our technology learning curve, and the thoughtful questions and comments. 
 

Additionally, I want to thank all those current and outgoing Council members, Board of Trustee members and Hope 

Fund Directors for their hard work and service during these challenging times. You have jumped in with creativity and 

drive to: provide meaningful worship experiences, connect with others, reach those in need, engage our youth, care 

for the building and make it a safe haven, and reach out to your brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 

Thank you, also, to those who have volunteered to continue or step into a new role serving the congregation and the 

community. We appreciate you and are grateful for your willingness to take on this responsibility. 
 

As we begin to see the light at the end of the tunnel of Covid, remember to appreciate the simple pleasures and  

enjoy the small things! Happy Valentine's Day!  

 

Share the LOVE, 

Renee Clark 

Council President 

We begin our series of special worship opportunities for Lent on Ash Wednesday,  

February 17, and continue each Wednesday evening until Holy Week.   

Services will be held at 7:00 p.m., and will also be live-streamed on Facebook Live. 

These worship services will focus on the theme “God’s Love is Shown”. 

 

This worship series for the six weeks of Lent delves into the rich 

and diverse aspects of our Lord’s love for us shown most clearly 

in the life, suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus. Each service 

focuses specifically on a meaningful descriptor of God’s love and 

applies that description to the words and actions of our Lord who 

is God’s love incarnate come down to save us.  

Following the elections at the annual meting, here is the updated list of our Church Council members.  
We thank the outgoing council members and welcome the new members who will serve in these positions. 
 

       Pastor Jim  jamesandrews16@aol.com 
   President:   Renee Clark  renee@reneeclarkhomes.com  
   Vice President:    Nate Schuller  neschuller@outlook.com   
   Secretary:   Pam Kennedy  garyandpamk@aol.com   
   Treasurer:   Lynne Schneider  lynliz@comcast.net   
   Christian Education Director: Kate Broz  cube2.0@gmail.com 
   Community Relations Director: Jeff Whitehead  mightybadger@aol.com 
   Fellowship Director:  Janice Peterson  janicepeterson80@yahoo.com 
   Membership/Outreach Director: Vivian Sekel  sekelvivian@gmail.com  
   Properties Director:  Fred Vogt  fvogt417@gmail.com 
   Stewardship Director:  Gina Vera  gvera0908@gmail.com 
   Worship & Music Director: Juanita Wundsam truluci3@gmail.com  
   Youth Director:    



 
Restoring Hope 

 
Based on guidance from the State of Illinois and the Centers for Disease Control, 
public worship services at Hope have resumed, effective January 31, 2021 .   
Our area is currently in Tier 1 Mitigation of the Governor’s Restore Illinois Plan, 
when gatherings of up to 25 people are permitted, with appropriate social  
distancing and hygiene protocols in place.  
 
 All are encouraged to use their own discretion in deciding when to resume 

attendance. 
 Services will continue to live-stream on our Facebook page, for those who wish to participate remotely. 
 We encourage general hygiene to protect the health of all who attend: hand sanitizer will be available, 

the church spaces cleaned regularly, and communal-use objects such as hymnals will be removed.   
 Masks and Social distancing will be required in the church building. 
 We encourage silent recitation and singing during worship. 
 Communion will be served by individual kits containing the elements. 
 Offering will be collected by dropping into a basket while exiting the sanctuary. 
 Bathrooms will be open, but all are encouraged to limit use to one person at a time. 

For more information, please visit the Worship page on our website: 

http://www.hopelutheran-elca.org/page/180021331/180111547/Worship  

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Schedule: 
Join us in person or remotely, to worship together. 

HOPE will continue to live-stream our worship services 
on Facebook live. 

The video messages will also remain on the page for later viewing. 
 
 

Sunday mornings:  
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship, with hymns and sung liturgy 

9:45 a.m. Education Hour 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship, with music from the Praise Team 

 

 
Wednesday evenings during Lent (starts 2/17): 

7:00 p.m. Worship featuring the theme: “God’s Love is Shown” 
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Hang in there and don’t quit! 
Barnabas is the best example of an encourager in the Bible. 
What hit me as I read about him encouraging young believers 
was his message to them; 
 

“... strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to 
continue in the faith and saying: 
‘We must go through many tribulations to enter the  
kingdom of God.’” ( Acts 14:22) 
 

Encouraging our teens doesn’t mean telling them it’s all gonna 
be Ok, that things will look better tomorrow or that others 
have it way worse. Barnabas encouraged young believers by 
telling them the truth: Struggles and trials are part of life as a 
Christian. Just hang in there and don’t 
give up. And I’d like to add: And you’re not alone. Those are 
words teens need to hear. 
 

Being a teen has never been easy and it sure isn’t  
nowadays. Teens need our support and encouragement, both 
in their everyday struggles and in their faith. But let’s encour-
age them with truth, not with platitudes. Let’s help them to 
continue in their faith, to hang in there and not quit. 

Starting Jan. 31st, 2021 
The Youth Group will be meeting in person 

In the large Fellowship hall at 
9:45 am 

We will continue to meet via Zoom Sunday’s at 
7:00pm 

GIFT CARD PROGRAM 
 

VALENTINE’S DAY – FANNIE MAY – NEED I SAY MORE? 
 

I’ll make this short and sweet because the “headline” says it all!  And don’t forget your everyday needs as 
well. 
 

There are hard copies of the Vendor List on the info table at church.  BUT for those of you not comfortable 
attending in person yet, just call or email either of us and tell us what cards you would like to order – very 
simple!  AND if you are unable to get to church to pick the cards up, we will be happy to deliver them to 
you.   
 

Orders and checks are due by the 1st Sunday of each month and the cards will be 
available by the following Friday.   February orders are due on Sunday, February 7, 
2021.  If are unable to attend church that day, just drop your order in the box early 
or give us a call. 
 

Questions?  Give us a call – we will be happy to answer them. 
 

Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 - jsirabian@leonettiassoc.com  
Gina Vera – 847 -439-0561 – gvera0908@gmail.com  
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STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

 

Stanley Pictures:  Please continue to send pictures with you, your  

family, and your homemade “Stanley” doll.  No specific theme is  

necessary, just something to help us smile through social distancing. 

The first video will be released at the end of January.  Look for it in an 

email or on the Hope Facebook page.   
 

Sanctuary Decoration: From the day after Ash Wednesday through 

Palm Sunday, the sanctuary will be decorated with hearts representing God’s overwhelming love for us and 

our response to love others.   

If you would like to help, please email (gvera0908@gmail.com)  or text (847-962-4815) Gina Vera.   

Easy jobs include cutting, gluing, and writing member names on hearts. 
 

Gift Cards (Order Form):  Next order placed on Sunday, February 7. 

Despite smaller orders during the pandemic, this program is still able to donate $50/month to charitable  

organizations like the following: 

Dec/Jan: Pacific Garden Mission 

Feb/March:  Sue’s Pantry 

April/May: ELCA Good Gifts (chicks and roosters) 

Please suggest causes or organizations that are near to your own heart for future donations. 

 

Time/Talent Surveys: 

Thank you for completing your surveys.  We realize that it is hard to volunteer during such uncertain 

times.  In the future, these surveys will be sent out 3 times per year to reflect Hope’s seasonal volunteer 

needs as well as the changing pandemic situation.  Also expect a transition to an electronic format for ease  

in completion and data analysis. 
 

Offering Envelopes: 

If you have not received your offering envelopes, please contact the church office. 
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MUSLIMS, CHRISTIANS, AND JESUS 
 

In this award winning, four-session small group Bible study, Carl Medearis, an  
international expert in the field of Arab-American and Muslim-Christian relations, 
provides background info on Islam and tools for sharing Christ with their Muslim 
neighbors. Muslims, Christians and Jesus, is the recipient of the prestigious  
Outreach Magazine Resources of the Year award for 2012. 
 

According to Medearis, how Americans respond to Islam and how Christians think of Muslims could be 
one of the most significant issues of our time. Throughout the study, Medearis helps you understand 
the basics of Islam, the difference between “moderate” Muslims and radical terrorists, the Muslim view 
of Jesus, and how we should interact with our Muslim neighbors, friends, and coworkers. 
 

Please join us in this most important 4 week study beginning Sunday, January 17, 2021 at 9:45 a.m. 
Each session lasts one hour, beginning with a video featuring Carl Medearis and his great insights into 
Islam, followed by a discussion on that day’s topic. There are study guides available in the church office 
that we will use throughout our sessions. A donation of $5.00 would be appreciated. Please contact  
Pastor Jim to receive the zoom link as this will be a virtual study. Our final session will take place on 
February 7. 
 

Topics: What Is Islam? Exploring Our Fears and Stereotypes 
 Understanding What Muslims Believe 
 Jesus: The Bridge to Muslims 
 Building Bridges Through Relationships 
 

Grounds for Hope will begin a new study for Lent—watch for details. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WWEH2s3mMtgA7lrJ0Rc_7rl1kLyl2BQD/view?usp=drivesdk


Thursday evening Men's 
Study:    

 
Meetings are now being held  

via Zoom,  
every Thursday 6:30 p.m. 

Zoom link will be provided via email. 
If you are interested in joining, contact Tom Clark : 

tomclark1519@gmail.com 

Pub Chats 
Wednesday evenings, a couple of times a month,  

on Zoom video meetings 
 

New Study starting in January: 
“A Life of Giving Thanks” 

 
Get a glimpse of what it means to live a life of giving thanks—one permeated by a grateful 
heart that overflows to others. A 4-session Bible study to remind that we should be living 
grateful lives for the One who gave his all for us.  
 
January 13:  Study 1: The Joy of Being Content Learning to smile with what you have  
  And Study 2: Model Gratefulness How to avoid having entitled children  
 
January 27: Simple Living Are we consumed by consumption?  
  
February 10: Come Thou Fount A study of the classic hymn and the importance of 
  remembering God's blessings in our lives  
 
Study materials and Zoom meeting link will be emailed to participants.  If you would like to 
join the group, email Ann in the church office: hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net 
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When:    Thursday, February 11 2021, 9:30 a.m.  
 
Where:    Virtual meeting on Zoom 
 
Book:     “The Book of Jane” By Anne Dayton, May Vanderbilt 
 
 

   Jane Williams is the happiest woman in New York. But in a New York minute, everything 
changes. Jane loses her boyfriend, her job, her home, and her dog. Unsure of why she's  
being tested, Jane struggles to hold herself together while her world falls apart. Has God  
forgotten her? 
   In this witty and contemporary retelling of the story of Job, Jane discovers what she really 
wants, after nearly everything she holds dear slips away. Filled with the sophistication and 
excitement of city life, but sprinkled with humor and strong values, The Book of Jane charms, 
inspires, and warms the heart. 
 
Everyone is welcome to join us. The link for the Zoom meeting will be emailed.  If you are  
not currently on the group email list, contact Andie Van Spankeren or the church office to  
participate. 

Hannah Circle meets on  
Tuesday, February 23 

7:00 p.m. on Zoom 
 
 

The Zoom link will be sent out by email—if you 
would like to participate,  

contact Debbie Duffy or Renee Clark. 
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Our community continues to have significant food insecurity.  The Interfaith food pantries gave out bags 
and boxes of food to over 800 families in December.  Won’t you please help?  Listed below are the items 
most needed and the locations of the Interfaith and local township food pantries.  Thank you so much. 
Jeff Whitehead, Community Relations 
======================================================================================= 

Our food pantries and many of your neighbors desperately need your help!   
 
Due to the continued issues with the Corona virus, many more of our neighbors  
are in need of food and every day supplies.  Please help us support our local food  
pantries either through monetary donations or purchasing of needed supplies.  
If you are in need, see the list below of our food pantries and the township food pantries. 
If you are able, please purchase and donate any of the following items: 
 

Canned Soup              Canned Chili  Crackers      Shampoo 
Canned Fruit               Cereals                       Ramen Noodles Toilet Paper 
Canned Vegetables     Peanut Butter             Pasta Sauce  Paper Towels 
Grape Jelly                  Oatmeal                     Soap   Flour 
Boxed Pasta                Mac & Cheese           Spaghetti O’s  Snacks 
Canned Tuna              Canned Chicken         Bagged Rice      Tooth Paste                              
Baby Diapers  Vegetable Oil    Laundry detergent  
 
Locations of our food pantries, pick up and drop off hours: (Please note that many food pantries 
have geographical restrictions for food distribution:) 
 
1. St. Mary Parish: 10 N. Buffalo Grove Road, Buffalo Grove. Food is distributed on the third Saturday 

of the month. (ID and current utility bill required) Food Donations will be collected on the first weekend of 
the month: Saturdays from 3:30 to 5:00 p.m. and Sunday from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m. If you cannot donate 
at these times, please contact the parish office at 847-541-1450 ext. 131 to make arrangements. 

2. Kingswood Methodist Church: 401 W. Dundee Road, Buffalo Grove, IL. Food is distributed on Thurs-
days from 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon. (ID and proof of residency in Wheeling Township required.) Food 
donations are collected 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Please leave food donations inside the church on the 
east side entrance on the tables provided. 

3. St. Alphonsus 411 N. Wheeling Road, Prospect Heights. Food is distributed on the 1st and 3rd Satur-
days of the month from 10:00 a.m. to Noon. (ID, proof of residency in Prospect Heights, Wheeling or Mt. 
Prospect and current utility bill required) Food donations are collected between 9:00 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday near the school entrance facing Wheeling Road. 

4. Beth Am: 1377 Abbot Court, Buffalo Grove Food is distributed on the last Sunday of the month or 
call: 847-383-5017. (ID required.) 

Township pantries: 
1. Vernon Township: 3050 N. Main Street, Buffalo Grove:  Drive through pantry hours 1st and 3rd 

Wednesday 9:00-12:00, families at 8:00 (847) 634-4600, ID required. Donations of non-perishable foods 
are accepted 9am to 1pm.  

2. Wheeling Township: 1616 N Arlington Heights Rd, Arlington Heights, IL 60004. (847) 259-7730 
Pre-packed bags are available on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays between 9 a.m. and noon, 
and again between 1 p.m. – 4 p.m. Residents will need to provide a picture ID and proof of residency. 
Donations of food are accepted Monday – Friday from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

 
For more information on any of our programs, please contact us by e-mail or telephone: 
nwsinterfaith@gmail.com, 224-699-0386 or visit our website at:  
http://www.northwestsuburbaninterfaith.org  
Donations may be made directly to: Northwest Suburban Interfaith Council 
                                                          PO Box 5301 
                                                          Buffalo Grove, IL 60089 

about:blank
about:blank
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Our congregation has received notes of 

thanks for the gifts provided to needy  

families through the Vernon Township  

program at Christmas.   

 

All of the notes received are posted on the 

bulletin board in the church hallway. 

 

Here are a few highlights. 

 

 

 
My children and I would like to take this time to say Thank You.  This has been a very difficult time for everyone, 
and you found it in your hearts to help others.  Thank you for taking the time to help my family.  We are very 
grateful and we appreciate your kindness.  I pray that your family will have a healthy and blessed holiday season! 
 
============================================================================================ 
 
My family and I wanted to thank you for all the good that you are doing not just for us but for all the families you 
are blessing this Christmas.  We are very grateful for everything that you are doing and may God bless you for all 
the great things you have done. 
 
============================================================================================ 
 
Dear Hope Lutheran Church Staff and Congregation, 
In the true spirit of the holiday season, I would like to thank you for participating in the 2020 Sponsor A Family 
Program.  I hope you have enjoyed sharing the holiday spirit with a less fortunate family.  We know that with the 
current conditions, putting your gifts together could not have been easy.  Your generous gifts to families…were 
greatly appreciated and enabled them to have a joyous holiday season. 
The fact that you are thinking about others at the difficult and uncertain time speaks volumes about your kind-
ness.  On behalf of our Board of Trustees and our entire staff, thank you for your support and we wish you and 
yours a happy, healthy New Year. 
Jonathan Altenberg, Vernon Township Supervisor 



Dear friends, 
 

My article for this month’s Newsletter has run through several versions. The version prior to this one  
focused on the words of Cardinal Wilton Gregory of the Diocese of Washington, District of Columbia at the 
January 19 national Covid memorial tribute. His eloquent Invocation touched me profoundly, closing with 
“Let us with one heart commend those who have died from this virus and all of their loved ones to the 
Providential care of the One who is the ultimate source of peace, unity and concord.” That was a beautiful 
moment for this former-preacher. 
 

But then January 20 came and I, like so many others, were entranced with Youth Poet Laureate Amanda 
Gorman’s presentation of her poem “The Hill We Climb.” Focusing on any one set of phrases or verses in her poem is certainly 
one way of responding to it. Many have done so in the week since she stood before us at the Inauguration dais. Yet what struck 
me most of all was how she used her hands, her cadence, her facial expressions to bring her text to life. The poem will be pub-
lished in a (now already best-selling) book this coming Fall, a book I intend to add to my library for prominent display behind me 
on Zoom calls. Still, the text on paper will not be the same as the text brought to Life by Ms. Gorman.  
 

A January 22 Washington Post editorial by Seth Perlow captured this well: ”Instead of merely reading her poem from the page, 
she brought the language to life. Her delivery made poetry a more vital, stirring part of the ceremony than it usually is. Gorman 
drew upon the contemporary style of spoken-word poetry, which emphasizes the rhythms and rhymes of the poet’s voice as she 
speaks. Spoken-word poets treat poems as performances, rather than texts for silent contemplation. Many people learn in 
school to read poems like regular prose, without pausing at line breaks or stressing the rhymes, but spoken-word poets do the 
opposite, foregrounding the rhythmical, musical qualities of language. This approach works perfectly for an inauguration: It 
makes a poem an event in itself, something we experience together.”  
 

“Spoken-word poetry” as opposed to poetry that has been sitting on a library shelf for 400 years might explain why the high 
school/college courses on British and American poetry were my worst academic nightmare. Beowulf, Chaucer, Whitman, all did 
nothing for me. Gorman however, got my attention and my admiration because of the way she brought words to Life. I pray our 
nation’s demeanor and tone will be enriched, and perhaps even softened, by Ms. Gorman’s performance. 
 

Can the spoken word really change a community’s life? In thinking about this it occurred to me that something similar happened 
in the community of the Christian congregations in Rome when St. Paul’s letter to them arrived. Current biblical scholarship  
suggests that Paul’s letter arrived and was shared with the congregations (seven, at least) not on parchment or in a codex, but in 
a person. In Phoebe to be exact. She was a moderately wealthy follower of the Way of Christ who had befriended Paul, the one 
to whom Paul entrusted his words addressed to the followers of Christ in Rome divided, at war with each other, schismatic,  
polarized beyond repair. If that sounds like our nation’s community today, well, point made. 
 

Paul’s words were probably recited by Phoebe in each of the congregations at one sitting, with Phoebe standing in the middle of 
the room, the “conservative” Jewish-Christian bloc on one side of the room, the “liberal” non-Jewish Gentile-Christian bloc on 
the other side of the room. We imagine that as Phoebe did her “spoken-word poetry” recitation, she would pivot to face the  
bloc whom Paul was addressing with each particular segment of his “letter.” What is remarkable is that it worked. Phoebe’s 
movements, gestures, perhaps even eloquent hand motions demonstrated to the Roman Christians that they were yet One  
community, that each was responsible “to” and “for” the other in Christ who was responsible “to” and “for” them with God the 
Father Almighty.  
 

I’d like to think that if Paul’s words had been presented to these communities in writing on parchment, read aloud in a sonorous, 
academic tone the results would have been different. Paul’s words brought to Life in Phoebe’s presentation undoubtedly  
ensured that the Way of Christ endured in the Empire’s capital city, and would eventually take over the entire Empire and future 
Western world. Perhaps you and I are followers of the Way of Christ because of what St. Paul and Phoebe pulled off so long ago 
with their “spoken-word poetry.” 
 

So I wonder whether we, followers of the Way of Christ today, will bring to Life the Good News of God’s redemption of all in 
Christ’s death and resurrection. Self-included, we tend to come off as words in an ancient book that has been gathering dust on  
a library shelf for generations. We are called instead to be bearers of the “spoken-word poetry” that will enthrall and entrance 
our neighbors. We don’t have to wear bright yellow coats, and we may or may or may not use our gestures and eyes as  
Ms. Gorman did, or as Phoebe did. But we, as followers of Christ, will be the ones who lead our nation’s community beyond the 
anger, divisiveness, and hatred of the day. If we do so “in Christ.” 
 

Peace. Robert Braband, Contemporary Worship Music Leader 
P.S. If you want to dig deeper into thinking about Paul’s letter to the Romans in this way talk to me. I’ll point you in the direction 
of an excellent resource that does a far better job of explaining it than what I’ve offered here. 
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1660 Checker Rd. 

Long Grove, IL 60047 

www.hopelutheran-elca.org 

Declare God’s love. 

Do God’s will. 

Dance with the Spirit. 

 

To contact the church office:  hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070. 
 

Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement  
church-wide via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.  
 

To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:  
pmater@aol.com 

Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org  
Join Hope on Facebook by using the link on the website or by searching  
for ‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’ and then clicking on the ‘Like” 
button. The website and Facebook page have updates on events at Hope, 
pictures and other miscellaneous information. 

Worship Schedule: 
Join us in person or remotely, to worship together. 

HOPE will continue to live-stream our worship services 
on Facebook live. 

The video messages will also remain on the page for later viewing. 
 
 

Sunday mornings:  
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship, with hymns and sung liturgy 

9:45 a.m. Education Hour 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship, with music from the Praise Team 

 

 
Wednesday evenings during Lent (starts 2/17): 

7:00 p.m. Worship featuring the theme: “God’s Love is Shown” 


