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Going out of our way 
 

In mid-2022, Mediterranean Shipping 

Company, a world leader in container 

transport, voluntarily changed its routes, 

on the advice of scientists, to protect 

large populations of blue whales off the 

Sri Lankan coast. Going out of its way  

15 nautical miles has led to a whopping 

95% drop in whale strikes. 
 

Jesus counseled people to go out of their 

way for one another, especially for the 

vulnerable: “If anyone would sue you  

and take your tunic, let him have your 

cloak as well. And if anyone forces you 

to go one mile, go with him two miles.” 

Further, “whoever gives one of these  

little ones even a cup of cold water …  

will by no means lose his reward”  

(Matthew 5:40-41; 10:42, ESV). 
 

Paul likewise urged his listeners to  

voluntarily give up eating meat, even  

if they didn’t believe in and weren’t  

challenged by the idols to which it had 

been sacrificed, for the sake of new  

believers with weaker faith (Romans 14). 
 

Faith calls us to go out of our way for  

the sake of others; sometimes a wealthy 

corporation opts to do the same. God’s 

hand is at work in both, protecting vulner-

able humans and nonhumans alike. 

 

The Hopeful 
Hope Lutheran Church 

Long Grove, Illinois 

  
Potluck Dinner 

 
Ash Wednesday 

February 22 
 

6:00 Dinner 
7:00 Worship 
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 January Membership Anniversaries 

NAME: YEARS AS A MEMBER OF HOPE: 
  

 
These members have been elected to serve in leadership positions for our congregation. 
Those newly elected will be installed during the 11:00 worship service on February 5: 
 
 

Church Council: 
 President:     Nate Schuller  neschuller@outlook.com  
 Vice President:   Fred Vogt  fvogt417@gmail.com 
 Secretary:    Amy Pabst  aploki@yahoo.com 
 Treasurer:    Lynne Schneider lynliz@comcast.net   
 Christian Education Director:  Vivian Sekel  sekelvivian@gmail.com  
 Community Relations Director: Jennie Pankiewicz benjusal@sbcglobal.net 
 Fellowship Director:   Cheryl Gilbert  cheryl.gilbert003@gmail.com 
 Membership/Outreach Director: Don Eggert  doneggertjr@gmail.com 
 Properties Director:   Rory Gilbert  gilbert.5@comcast.net 
 Stewardship Director:   Gina Vera  gvera0908@gmail.com 
 Worship & Music Director:  Chuck Johnson cdj1014@gmail.com 
 Youth Director:   Juanita Wundsam truluci3@gmail.com  
 
 H.O.P.E. Fund Directors:     Board of Trustees: 
  Paula Weglarz      John Heinzinger 
  Karen Meyer      Alan Van  Bladel 
  Bill Ausbrook      Kathy Whitehead 
  Doug Fritsch      Gary Kennedy 
  Joanne Johnson     Rich Schoeneman 
         Renee Clark  

Our Path Forward:  Message from the Church Council 
 

As Hope Lutheran Church begins a journey of transition, the Council will be sending  
out shorter, more frequent surveys entitled “Our Path Forward.”   
These surveys will be a way for you, as a member, to articulate what is most  
important for the Council to consider as we build our path forward. 

 
The first survey was in an email on Jan 24 with the title  
“Our Path Forward: Sunday Worship” (or right here at this link.)   
The Council would like to review your responses at their Mon, Feb 13 meeting.   
Please have each member of the household complete their own survey by Fri, Feb 10.   
Paper copies will be available in the narthex through Feb 5. 
 
The second survey will be in late February or early March.  Your input is vital as we prepare for the pastoral 
call process.  Hope members are also welcome to attend Council meetings on the 2nd Monday of each 
month @ 6:30 in the Large Fellowship Hall. 
 
May we proceed with faith, prayer, and trust in our loving God. 

Pat Avery 29 

Tom & Mary Geocaris & Family 34 

Dwight & Pat Mater & Family 34 

Juanita Wundsam  34 

Bryan & Susan Nielsen 9 

Bill Voss 7 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfATLCLaB8xAgH6yMC4LgOSgZPWvDc83DU9dlYH7TaFCX3QCQ/viewform
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GIFT CARD PROGRAM 
VALENTINE’S DAY – FANNIE MAY – NEED I SAY MORE? 

 

I’ll make this short and sweet because the “headline” says it all!  Send a Valentine gift card to those 
grandkids in other states or those college kids or those kids in the bedrooms down the hall!  And 
don’t forget your everyday needs as well. 
 

There are hard copies of the Vendor List on the info table at church.  BUT for those of you not  
comfortable attending in person yet, just call or email either of us and tell us what cards you would like to order – very 
simple!  AND if you are unable to get to church to pick the cards up, we will be happy to deliver them to you.   
 

Orders and checks are due by the 1
st

 Sunday of each month and the cards will be available by the following Friday.   
February orders are due on Sunday, February 5, 2023.  If you are unable to attend church that day, just drop your 
order in the box early or give us a call. 
 

Questions?  Give us a call – we will be happy to answer them. 
Jan Sirabian – 847-533-8700 – janet.sirabian@gmail.com — Gina Vera – 847 -439-0561 – gvera0908@gmail.com

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A big thanks to Pat and Cheryl 
who continue to play beautiful  

music for worship! 

Midweek Lenten Services:   

 

Starting on February 22, 2023 with the Ash Wednesday service, each Wednesday 

during the Lent season we will meet at 6:00 p.m. for a Pot-luck supper, followed 

by worship at 7:00 p.m.  

 

On Ash Wednesday, the traditional service will include the Imposition of Ashes 

with Pastor Kyle Severson presiding. 

 

For the remaining Wednesdays during Lent, in recognition of the 250th anniversary of the hymn  

“Amazing Grace”, our midweek Lenten worship services will focus on the theme of “Grace”.  

Members of our congregation will offer homilies commenting on the effect of grace in our lives.   

The service liturgy will be the “Service of the Word” from our green hymnals, with additional hymns and  

musical offerings. 

Please join us in worship. 

 
Wednesday Potluck Dinners during Lent 

  
Announcing the return of a great Hope Church tradition. We 
are once again having Lent Wednesday Potluck Dinners 
prior to worship! 
 
Come and savor the delights created by our many good 
cooks here at Hope. 
 
Please bring a dish to pass.  Dinner is at 6:00. 
 
This is such a fun and delicious event – we hope to see you 
there. 

mailto:gvera0908@gmail.com


Thursday evening  
Men's Study:    

 

6:30 p.m. on Zoom 
 

If you are interested in joining, contact Tom Clark: 
tomclark1519@gmail.com 

Pub Chats 

Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m., a couple of times a month  
  

 At Vin 90 Kitchen & Bar 
401 Half Day Rd., Buffalo Grove—at the Arboretum Golfcourse 

  

    

Resuming the study: Parables: Imagine Life God’s Way 
  

The parables of Jesus communicate vital truths about God, his kingdom, and the broad  
scope of life. Learn vital secrets of spiritual growth. Discover the importance of overcoming  
resentment. Experience the heart healing that comes with forgiveness. Find out the practical 
implications of no regret living. As you study the parables, you'll realize Jesus is talking about 
your life, the struggles you face, and the tremendous promise that lies before you.  
  

February 8   Session 5 Heart-Healing Forgiveness Luke 7:36-50 
February 15 Session 6 Spiritual Sincerity   Matthew 21:28-32 
 
 

Study materials are available in the church office. 
If you would like to join the group, please email Ann in the church office:  

hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net 

  
When:    Thursday, February 9, 9:30 a.m.  
   
Where:    Large fellowship hall at church  
   
Book:       "The One Hundred Years of Lenni and Margot" by Marianne Cronin  
 

A terminally ill 17 year old girl and an 83 year old terminally ill women develop an unusual friendship.  
Their life stories are shared with humor and are emotionally moving as the author examines the meaning of 
life. I fell in love with these fictional characters. The author is an exceptional writer.  
This book was selected for the Indian Trails Library book club.  
 
  

Everyone is welcome to join us.  

Hannah Circle will meet  
Tuesday, February 28 
at 7:00 pm at church. 

 
Contact Debbie Duffy:  
Duffyde626@aol.com 

Grounds for Hope Café  
Don Eggert will be leading this group Bible Study Sunday mornings during the 
Education Hour at 9:45 in the small fellowship hall at the church. 
Starting January 15th: “Distorted Images of God” - 8 session study. 
Though we say God is loving, trustworthy, and all-powerful, our actions and 
thoughts reveal the subtle and not-so-subtle lies we're believing: that God is  

impossible to please, manipulative, and likely to abandon us. Written with compassion and  
conviction, this study will bring to light our distorted thinking and point us to the truth of who God is: 
the great healer who knows us intimately and pursues us with love.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm White 
Stone Church 

2 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Men’s 
Bible Study on 
Zoom 

3  
8:00 a.m.  Men’s 
Breakfast—Billy’s 
Pancake House 
  
7:30 pm AA 
 

8:00 pm White 
Stone Church 

4 

5 6 
 3:30 pm Bell 
Choir 
 
6:30 pm Worship 
& Music   
 
6:30 pm Boy 
Scouts 

7 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Praise 
Team 

8 
 
 
7:00 pm Pub 
Chat at Vin 90 
 
7:30 pm White 
Stone Church 

9 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Men’s 
Bible Study on 
Zoom 

10 
 
 
 
7:30 pm AA 
 
8:00 pm White 
Stone Church 

11 

12 13 
3:30 pm Bell 
Choir 
 
6:30 pm Church 
Council 
 
6:30 pm Boy 
Scouts 

14 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Praise 
Team 

15 
 
 
7:00 pm Pub 
Chat at Vin 90 
 
7:30 pm White 
Stone Church 

16 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Men’s 
Bible Study on 
Zoom 

17  
8:00 a.m.  Men’s 
Breakfast—Billy’s 
Pancake House 
  
7:30 pm AA 
 

8:00 pm White 
Stone Church 

18 

19 20 
 
 3:30 pm Bell 
Choir 
 
6:30 pm Boy 
Scouts 

21 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Praise 
Team 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 pm Potluck 
 
7:00 pm Worship 

23 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Men’s 
Bible Study on 
Zoom 

24 
 
 
 
7:30 pm AA 
 
8:00 pm White 
Stone Church 

25 

26 27 
 
 3:30 pm Bell 
Choir 
 
6:30 pm Boy 
Scouts 

28 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Praise 
Team 
 
7:00 Hannah 
Circle at Church 

    

 

 
Sunday Worship Schedule:   
      at Church and on Facebook 
 

8:30 am  Traditional Worship 
9:45 am Education Hour 
11:00am Contemporary Worship 

 

  1:00 pm  Church of Eternal Hope 
  4:00 pm  White Stone Church 
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1660 Checker Rd. 

Long Grove, IL 60047 

www.hopelutheran-elca.org 

Declare God’s love. 

Do God’s will. 

Dance with the Spirit. 

 

To contact the church office:  hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070. 
 

Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement  
church-wide via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.  
 

To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:  
pmater@aol.com 

Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org  
Join Hope on Facebook by using the link on the website or by searching  
for ‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’ and then clicking on the ‘Like” 
button. The website and Facebook page have updates on events at Hope, 
pictures and other miscellaneous information. 

Worship Schedule: 
Join us in person or remotely, to worship together. 

HOPE will continue to live-stream our worship services on Facebook live. 
The video messages will also remain on the page for later viewing. 

 
 

Regular Worship Schedule 
 

Sunday mornings: 
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship, with hymns and sung liturgy 

9:45 a.m. Education Hour 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship, music with the Praise Team  

 
Ash Wednesday Worship: 
February 22 7:00 p.m. 

 


