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Think for a moment about a place you’d 
love to go – it could be a vacation spot,  
a family retreat, or a place in the city or 
country, it could be in North America  
or on another continent. It would be  
the kind of place that makes your heart 
beat a little faster, gets your adrenaline 
flowing, the type of place when you  
finally arrive you feel like shouting or 
singing or standing in breathtaking  
silence and awe. Can you picture a place 
like that for you? Get one in your mind. 
 

Now, has church ever been such an  
exciting place for you? Psalm 122 begins 
with this joyous acclamation of the sheer 
joy and absolute pleasure in attending 
worship. “I was glad when they said to 
me, ‘Let us go to the house of the 
Lord!’” Although it references worship 
in Jerusalem, it has implications for any 
House of the Lord where one may have 
the opportunity to worship. For the  
modern reader, this opening verse of this 
psalm proclaims that there is great joy in 
the opportunity to worship in church. 
 

Going to church, however, is not often 
spoken of in such joyous, or exciting 
terms. For many, church is an obligation, 
something that must be done in order to 
claim authenticity as a Christian. It is a 
worthy reality that must be done in order 
to keep God happy. In many cases, being 
in church is reduced to something we 
tolerate in order to keep someone else 
happy. For a vast number of people, the 
obligation of being in church is simply 
not worth enduring, and the believer 
simply substitutes any number of more  
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Annual Congregational Meeting 

 

Sunday January 27th 
Immediately following the  
11:00 am worship service. 

 

Lunch will be served. 
 

The meeting will include 
Elections of officers for the  

coming year. 
 

Come and participate in the  
planning and 

administration for our  
congregation’s future! 
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entertaining, enjoyable, or other-
wise more important activities on 
Sunday morning. 
 

So much for being glad when we 
are told we are going to be in the House of the Lord! 
There are some who would be far from glad. In fact, there 
are some who would be mad! 
 

This time of the year, there is a lot of focus on what  
makes people happy. It is easy to focus energy and effort 
(not to mention lots of money) in attempting to purchase 
happiness. Marketers have a stronghold on American  
consumers because we can easily come to believe in the 
need to make our vital contribution to the overall good of 
society and preserve vital relationships, all at the same 
time by shopping. 
 

In today’s modern society, the church can find itself  
standing at a point of frustrating opposition to the  
entertainment-minded focus of our culture. Our consumer-
driven society is also saturated with mind-numbing media 
designed to provide pleasurable entertainment for the  
purpose of drawing consumers into the sphere of  
influence, where advertising is allowed to make its pitch. 
“Come. Be entertained. And, perhaps while you’re at it, 
consider what we have to sell. Together, we will bring 
your life more happiness.” 
 

Creating an entertaining church is not the answer. A 
church attempting to simply make people feel good by 
providing a stimulating environment of religious-themed 
entertainment is a dangerous route for any church to take. 
It may attract a lot of happy churchgoers, but rarely does 
it fundamentally serve God, positively affect the world or 
transform the entertained masses into genuine disciples. 
 
 
 
 

Watering down the message of the church is not an answer 
either. It is not uncommon for people to approach pastors 
and church leaders with requests for sermons that make 
people feel good, that don’t challenge folks to repent or  
to turn their lives over to God’s ways. They call for a  
religion of happy thoughts, positive feelings and  
reassurance that everything is going to be just fine the way 
things are. 
 

The joy comes in working for the things that are greater 
than what you, I, or someone else may get out of church. 
It is in reclaiming the simple joy of coming to the House 
of the Lord, having been empowered in worship of 
God, reaching out and being the church. It is more than 
just worship. It is action, service and ministry to the 
world’s most vulnerable, all in God’s love.     
                                                     

For the Psalmists, the focus of their joy and gladness  
was on the presence of the Lord that they experienced in 
the Temple in Jerusalem.  For us, having the joy of  
Jesus  comes from being intimately united with Christ 
through our habits, attitudes, and decisions so that Jesus is 
increasing in us and our old grumpy, angry, depressed, 
selfish self is decreasing. Having the joy of Jesus comes 
through praying for God’s Spirit to grow the fruit of joy 
within us in all circumstances. 

 

That might be a good place for us to start. Our  
Congregation Council has taken on a few new initiatives 
for the coming year. One is to focus on excellence in  
worship. My pledge to all of you, is to begin this New 
Year with a resolution to seek out God’s joy and to  
transmit more of that joy from my life to others: most  
especially in worship. I am encouraged to know that this  
is not only my prayer, but the prayer that Jesus has prayed 
and is still praying--that we may have his complete joy in 
our lives just by placing our trust and our confidence in 
him. And may the spreading of that joy become conta-
gious!  
 

Happy New Year to all of you and may your joy become 
complete in Him! Pastor Jim 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

January Membership Anniversaries 

NAME: YEARS AS A MEMBER OF HOPE: 

Tami Zommer 1 

  



January, 2019 Page 3 

Dear Friends, 

Happy New Year!  My wish and prayer is that each of you have had time during 

the busy Christmas Season to regroup—slow down, visit with friends and family, 

and make loving and meaningful memories that will last forever. 

I have noticed that the older I am, the faster each year goes. There are many theories 
about this phenomenon, one of which, is, as you age, your internal clock slows down, 
giving the impression that time passes faster. Whatever the reason, the feeling  
remains.  
The first half of my term as Council President has flown by. It has been a year of  
challenges, and a year of change. We held events for members, such as the women’s 
retreat, Spring Luncheon, Christmas Tea, and Men’s winter Steak-out, Football fellowship, and the Steak Dinner, a 
conversation with our Muslim friend, Shaheen Kahn, Youth outings, and most recently, a beautiful children’s pageant, 
put on by the Sunday School. We also held two major events for the community; an Easter Egg Hunt and a Christmas 
Spectacular. (please see separate note from Mr. and Mrs. Claus in this newsletter)  
We built relationships with surrounding organizations. Our pastor became the Buffalo Grove Police Chaplain. We 
sponsored the raffle for the Buffalo Grove Pride Parade 2019. Hope members helped restore homes and plant  
gardens with and for the Fuller House in Waukegan, and served refreshments for the Interfaith Walk for hunger, in 
June. We showed strong and meaningful participation in the Interfaith service with a talk from Pastor Jim, and several 
of our musical groups, most notably the bell choir, praise team, and regular choir. We participated with several local 
congregations in a mission trip to Detroit. 
Members came together and beautified the landscape with flowers, and the interior with handmade signs and  
furniture that instantly say who we are, and what we offer, here at Hope. There were outings for the youth, and  
several adult Bible studies at the church, in peoples’ homes, and even a new “Pub Chat” series. The building was 
shared with many groups, as well, including the Grove Montessori and two additional congregations, White Stone  
and Church of Eternal Hope, Boy Scouts, AA, an art teacher, and a piano teacher, to name a few.  
As these programs, and events were taking place, the Council was meeting to form a plan for growth. Ultimately, the 
decision was made to focus on three areas: Youth, Excellence in Worship, and Community, both internal and external. 
As you know from our brief meetings last month, the top priority is to build the youth program. We want our Youth to 
feel God’s love through the community of Hope. The Council believes that the best way make this happen, is to hire a 
youth pastor/director, part time, with a budget of approximately $20K per year with a two-year commitment to give 
the person and program time to grow and succeed. Funds would be taken from the Youth budget, as well as the  
general fund. 
This year our congregation experienced the loss of some members and subsequent concern about a decline in  
financial resources. Jim Hoesly and Jeff Anderson, Stewardship Director and Treasurer respectively, explained this  
expected gap in funding and requested that each person/family consider increasing their contribution. Because of 
your generosity, we estimate a much smaller shortfall than originally expected—just under $5000-- while keeping  
expenses and budget in line with 2018. Thank you for your faithful generosity, for your commitment to Hope, and for 
all your contributions, financial, time AND talent. All are essential to spreading Word of God through our mission:  
DECLARE GOD’S LOVE; DO GOD’S WORK; DANCE WITH THE SPIRIT.  
Wishing you a Blessed New Year, 
Renee Clark 
Council President 
P. S. Please plan to attend our ANNUAL MEETING, on January 27. More information will be forthcoming. 

To contact the church office:  hopelutheran- elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070. 
 

Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement  
church-wide via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.  
 

To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:  
pmater@aol.com 
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Grounds For Hope Café 
CRAZY LOVE  
 

We will be starting our year on Sunday, Jan. 6th with the 10 week study  
of a book that I have always treasured: Crazy Love: Overwhelmed by a  
Relentless God by Francis Chan. God is love.  Crazy, relentless, all-
powerful love.  Have you ever wondered if we're missing it? It's crazy, if 
you think about it. The God of the universe—the Creator of nitrogen and 
pine needles, galaxies and E-minor—loves us with a radical, unconditional, 
self-sacrificing love. And what is our typical response? We go to church, sing songs, and try not to 
cuss. Whether you've verbalized it yet or not, we all know something's wrong. 
 

Does something deep inside your heart long to break free from the status quo? Are you hungry for 
an authentic faith that addresses the problems of our world with tangible, even radical, solutions? 
God is calling you to a passionate love relationship with Himself. Because the answer to religious 
complacency isn't working harder at a list of do's and don'ts—it's falling in love with God. And once 
you encounter His love, as Francis describes it, you will never be the same. Because when you're 
wildly in love with someone, it changes everything. Come join us between services. I'm sure that 
this book will change your relationship with God in the same way that it changed mine. 

Thank you so much for giving us the opportunity to participate in 
the Christmas Spectacular.  This event was a splendid  
opportunity to serve at and beyond Hope.  Families from our 
community, with diverse backgrounds, were given a joy filled  
experience and saw what Christ’s love and mission is all about. 
As each family entered our church, they were first directed to the 
Nativity Scene where the children were given the opportunity to 
portray some key people in the Nativity.  Also, many of them held 
the Baby Jesus doll.  The pictures of children holding the Baby 
Jesus were heartwarming. 
 
After the experience of the Nativity, the families visited Santa 
and Mrs. Claus, face painting, a Christmas playhouse, a bungee 
run, cookie decorating, ornament construction, food and music.  
In addition, to families with young children, we also entertained 
senior citizens including Bill and Diane from Avantara next 
door.  They really enjoyed themselves. 
 
The experience we had portraying Santa and Mrs. Claus was  
remarkable.  The joy of talking with the young children moved 
both of us.  At one point, a girl came up to Santa and gave him a 
tree ornament that she made for him.  We also had children come back to give Santa and Mrs. Claus a 
hug and thank us.  We were both greatly moved by the experience. 
 
All the member volunteers were excellent role models for putting their faith into action and serving Hope 
and our community.  This event is an excellent example of showing love to our neighbors and making our 
community a better place.  Jesus suggested that we should become like little children and that we should 
let the little children come to him.  
 
Once again, thank you for giving us the opportunity to serve God and others. 
 
With Friendship 
 
Santa & Mrs. Claus 



GIFT CARD PROGRAM 

 

Those after-Christmas sales are the perfect place to use gift cards!  You 

help those in need and you get great bargains – another WIN/WIN!!  Add 

that to the everyday purchases at Jewel, Walmart, Target, Walgreen’s, 

Mariano’s, and Shell, and you will find many opportunities to help others.   

 

There are hard copies of the Vendor List on the info table at church.  You 

may call or email either of us or Ann and tell us what you want, or you may just write the cards you 

want on a note and leave it in the box on the info table – you do NOT have to use the comuputer, so 

don’t let that deter you from ordering.   Be sure to include a check made out to HOPE LUTHERAN 

CHURCH with Gift Cards marked in the memo line. 

 

Orders and checks are due by the 1st Sunday of each month and the cards will be available by the 

following Friday.   January orders are due on Sunday, January 6, 2019.  If are unable to attend 

church that day, just drop your order in the box early or give us a call. 

 

Questions?  Give us a call – we will be happy to answer them. 

 

Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 - jsirabian@leonettiassoc.com  

Gina Vera – 847 -439-0561 – gvera0908@gmail.com  
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Hannah Circle  
will meet on  
January 22nd at 7:30 pm 
at Renee Clark’s home. 
 

Thursday evening Men's Study:    

       “Great food… 

good fellowship… 

         fun discussions”   

All men are welcome! 

Join us at 6:30 p.m. each week. 

Pub Chats 
Wednesday evenings,  

a couple of times a month,  

at Pub 83 in Long Grove  

7:00 p.m.  
 

Our meetings will focus on the book “Reclaiming the ‘L’ Word:  
Renewing the Church from its Lutheran Core” by Kelly A. Fryer.   
 

Join us for study, conversation, refreshments.   
 

Sept 26 - Introduction 
Oct 10 – Chapter 1. In Defense of Dogma 
Oct 24 – Chapter 2. A Confession 
Nov 7 – Chapter 3. Jesus Is Lord 
Nov 28 – Chapter 4. Everyone Is Welcome 
Dec 12 – Chapter 5. Love Changes People 
Jan 2 – Chapter 6. Everybody Has Something to Offer 
Jan 16 - Chapter 7. The World Needs What We Have 

mailto:jsirabian@leonettiassoc.com
mailto:gvera0908@gmail.com


I would like to thank the Hope Prayer warriors for their kind wishes and  
prayers and help before and after my knee surgery. Your thoughtfulness is 
greatly appreciated. 
- Karen Meyer 
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I think maybe we’re spoiled.  We have the God-given right in this country to 
attend any house of worship that we choose, and I think that maybe, as a  
result, we take the ability to gather together in God’s house for granted.   
Also, we have lots and lots of other things to occupy us, physically,  
emotionally, and spiritually, so we put worshiping together on our list of 
“things to do” and hope we can get to it soon. 
 
I’ve heard many people over the years say: “Church isn’t feeding me;” either 
the music isn’t my favorite, or the pastor is boring, or I disagree with some 
of the decisions made by the leadership.  And I get it, to a certain degree; 

some services are not as exciting as others, sometimes the sound system makes strange noises, sometimes 
I’m not feeling the love toward my fellow worshipers that I probably should.  So we fall back on: the 
Church isn’t feeding me. 
 
But, consider our brothers and sisters in North Korea.  Open Doors USA, an organization that works to  
support persecuted Christians around the world, tells the story of Christians in a North Korean work camp, 
who have to secretly gather together in a women’s outhouse to fleetingly celebrate Christmas.  The  
Catholic group Aid to the Church in Need has released a study finding that persecution of Christians 
throughout the world is worse today “than at any time in history.”  Christians in countries throughout the 
world are routinely arrested and sometimes killed for their faith.  I find it hard to believe that anyone in 
these circumstances can be heard to complain: “the Church isn’t feeding me.”  Instead, they are gathering 
together in any way they can, because it’s all they have. 
 
So, I believe that worshiping together is not about “what am I getting from this service,” but about  
maximizing our ability to praise God.  There is a Swedish proverb that says “shared joy is double joy.”   
As usual, the Swedes have it right: our joy in God is certainly wonderful, but coming together as a  
community doubles (triples, quadruples, etc.) that joy.  As Dietrich Bonhoeffer said: “The physical  
presence of other Christians is a source of incomparable joy and strength to the believer…the believer  
therefore lauds the Creator, the Redeemer, God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, for the bodily presence of  
a brother…if there is so much blessing and joy even in a single encounter of brother with brother, how  
inexhaustible are the riches that open up for those who by God’s will are privileged to live in the daily  
fellowship of life with other Christians!” 
 
And worship as a community is a preview of our eternal reward as reflected in Revelation 7:  
 

“After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from 
every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb. 
They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. 10 And they 
cried out in a loud voice: 

“Salvation belongs to our God, 
who sits on the throne, 

and to the Lamb.’” 
 
So, especially as we start a new calendar year, let’s not be spoiled, or even worse selfish.  Remember that 
worshiping together is not “what’s in it for me?”  It’s what can I give back to God for the incomparable  
joy of living for Him, in community with others. 
 
Chuck Johnson, Worship & Music Director †♫ 
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When:    Thursday, January 17, 2019, 9:30 a.m.  
   
Where:    Small fellowship hall at church  
   
Book:     “The Sisters of Sugarcreek” by Cathy Liggett 
 
Leader:   Andie Van Spankeren 
   
Hostess:  Shirley Singer 
 
   A fire destroys a Sugarcreek, Ohio church, killing two people and 

leaving their loved ones floundering. With her Amish volunteer firefighter husband now dead, 
Lydia Gruber, an Amish woman from Pennsylvania, finds herself lonely and unsure of her  
future. Then there are those left behind by Rose, the owner of a knitting and quilt shop, who 
was also killed in the blaze. She leaves behind her niece, Jessica Holtz (a single mother who 
inherits the shop), and Liz Cannon (Rose's best friend and partner in a secret society of two 
who delivered gifts to those in need). When the three women's lives intersect, they form a 
faith-filled friendship and work together to keep the craft store open, help Lydia deal with the 
loss of a husband she discovers she didn't know all that well, and provide hope for all of their 
futures.  

 
At the Annual Meeting on January 27, the congregation will be electing 
new officers for the Church Council.  There are several positions open.    
 
• Treasurer—Distributes funds and maintains the financial records of 
the congregation. 
 
• Stewardship Director—Direct the utilization of members’ time,  
talents and treasures to enhance God’s work in the congregation.  
 
• Community Relations Director—Oversee the role of the congregation 
in the community. 
 
• Youth Director—Supervise activities pertaining to the youth of the congregation. 
 
Non-council positions are also open for candidates. 
 
• Board of Trustees for Property—Oversee the physical building and grounds, service contracts and  
outside groups requesting to use the property 
 
• H.O.P.E. Fund—Administration of the Hope’s Endowment Funds. 
   
 
Please prayerfully consider stepping up to fill one of these positions.   
 
For more information or to put your name in nomination, contact Lynne Schneider at 847-565-8263. 



What was happening in the kitchen on a Friday  
evening and Saturday afternoon in December at 
Hope?  The air was filled with clouds of flour; red and 
green sprinkles were scattered across the counters 
along with bowls of brightly colored frosting.  The 
whirl of the mixer and the sound of giggles and 
shouts of “how does this look?” and “do you think this 

is done?” could be heard all the way down the hall.   You guessed.. the youth were at it 
again!  This time madly baking dozens of cookies for the annual cookie walk scheduled for 
Sunday, Dec 16, 2018.   After a weekend of baking the youth left the church feeling good 
about their accomplishments and planning on getting some much needed rest before rising 
early to set up for the busy event on  
Sunday morning!  To see the youth in action, please stop by the Youth station to view  
pictures of the event!!  
Hope's Youth Committee: Pam Kennedy, Tom Meyer & Amy Pabst 

 

 

MOM Committee  

 

Christmas Spectacular 

     Event was great. Santa mentioned how surprised he was to hear so many different languages he  

     heard spoken between parents & their children. The doors to the sanctuary were open with all of  

     the Christmas lights on…looked so beautiful…many folks walked in. 

 

     Narthex looked fabulous with the new Mission/Activity signs 

 

     More than 70 guests/non-members attended…so we are definitely bringing the community in…Its  

     safe to say that the event was appreciated by all who attended…lots of smiles…folks stayed a  

     long time.  

 

Greeter Ministry.  

     HOPE now has a welcome table which holds mini-brochures covering an assortment of 

     HOPE-related information.  

 

     New resident mailing...It appears that approximately 4-500 new residents move into a 2 mile  

     radius of HOPE every 6 months or so. Our plan is to reach out to this group via snail mail 3 times.  

     The first message is a “welcome” to the neighborhood greeting…the next messages reinforce  

     the welcome and invite them to visit us.  

      

NARTHEX design. 

    WOW. Vivian, Gene & Ellen created the narthex environment that is warm, welcoming & really  

   defines who “we are” to anyone walking into the church for the first time. The signs can easily  

   be changed/modified as new missions/activities are added and/or ended.  

 

MARKETING… We would like to be a bit more comprehensive in “getting the word out” about HOPE  

activities. There are sections in the Daily Herald & Tribune in which our events/activities should be  

advertised.    MOM could use a marketing/media savvy individual to help with this. Know anyone?  

 

NEXT Meeting:   Jan 7, 2018…6PM…Future meetings will be on the first Monday of the month…starting at 

6:00 PM. Would love to have some new voices to help us be better…do more.  Thx TC 
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1660 Checker Rd. 

Long Grove, IL 60047 

www.hopelutheran-elca.org 

Declare God’s love. 

Do God’s will. 

Dance with the Spirit. 

  

 

 

Sunday Morning Worship: 

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:45 a.m. Sunday School and Grounds for Hope  

11:00 a.m.  Contemporary Worship 

 

No Sunday School on January 6th. 

 

 

Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org  
Join Hope on Facebook by using the link on the website or by searching 
for ‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’ and then clicking on the 
‘Like” button. The website and Facebook page have updates on events at 
Hope, pictures and other miscellaneous information. 


