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Remembering –  
Leaving the Past Behind/In Front of You 
 
If we are fortunate, by early 2021, we will 
look back and be thankful that 2020 is 
behind us. Hopefully, social distancing 
will be nothing more than a slogan from 
the past year and the only masks we  
will be concerned with will be those for 
Halloween costumes or for Mardi Gras. I 
pray new COVID 19 cases will be minimal 
and controllable as the new vaccines will 
be effectively doing their job. 
 
Notice that I said, “if we are fortunate” 
and “hopefully.” This is by no means a 
slam dunk. However, I do believe that 
God will never place on us more than we 
can bear and will bless us with better 
days ahead if we are trusting, faithful, 
and remember. 
 
I love the scripture found in Isaiah 43:18-
19 that says, “Forget the former things; 
do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing 
a new thing! Now it springs up; do you 
not perceive it? I am making a way in the 
wilderness and streams in the waste-
land.” These verses have been a source  
of encouragement during important  
seasons of change when I have detected 
God’s clear movement in my life.  
However, much as we try to forget, there 
are moments when I think there is  
important value in not forgetting as well. 

The Hopeful 
Hope Lutheran Church                                                                                 
Long Grove, Illinois                                          Pastor Jim Andrews 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Annual Congregational Meeting 

 

Sunday January 24th 
1:00 p.m. 
On Zoom 

(See article on page 3  
for more details.) 

 
 

The meeting will include 
Elections of officers and  
approval of the budget 

for the  
coming year. 

 
 

Join in and participate in the  
planning and 

administration for our  
congregation’s future! 
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This year as I have been engaged in 
my own personal reading and study, I 
find myself frustrated at how people 
in the Bible continue to make the 

same mistakes, take on the same battles, go off to  
worship the wrong gods and turn to evil instead of  
learning from past mistakes. Don’t they remember?  
Can they not learn from their past patterns? 
 
And then I find myself convicted!  How often in my life 
does God need to teach me the same lesson again?   
It seems I get stuck on the same things over and over 
again. Fortunately, God is faithful and filled with grace  
for me. God’s love and patience run deep. As I spend  
time reflecting on this past year, I notice that God is  
definitely at work growing and teaching me–but there are 
certain themes that God has to keep reminding me to 
work on. If only I wasn’t so forgetful and could remember 
from past mistakes and lessons already learned. If only I 
remembered that I need to rely on God’s strength and 
power, to be slow to speak and quick to listen (James 
1:19), and to not be anxious about anything–but to  
pray with thanksgiving in my heart (Philippians 4:6). The 
problem is, I don’t always turn to God in prayer and God 
has to faithfully remind me. This has happened more 
often during the anxiety driven by this pandemic than I 
care to count. 
 
Did you know that the Bible uses the word “remember” 
more than 230 times? That kind of repetition tells me that 
it must be important! God uses the word “remember,” as 
a reminder to God’s people, to honor, and to learn. The 
word “remember” is also used because God always 
“remembers” God’s promises to us. If only we could have 
a fraction of the attentiveness that God has, we might not 
fall so quickly into our repeated patterns of neglect and 
disobedience. 
 

 
As much as I can’t wait to put 2020, “The Year of Covid-
19” behind me, I wonder if maybe I need to “put my  
past in front of me” as a constant reminder of where I 
have been?” That can be a scary thought, but maybe  
the remembering isn’t just up to me. Maybe it’s about 
remembering with God and through God’s eyes. When I 
remember with God, when I allow God to have control, I 
am shaped and grow and become more of who God has 
created me to be. 
 
This is the value of remembering and experiencing God’s 
grace in our situations and circumstances. Throughout 
this past year, God’s faithful encouragement and  
instruction despite my stumbles, kept me from veering  
off course. Remembering the past gives us the ability for 
God to break through and do that new thing we are 
yearning for. Remembering allows God’s faithfulness  
to shine brightly in our lives. Remembering allows us to 
see glimpses of God at work in the world around us—
memories of how God guided us through—and how God 
will lead us again if we again have the faith to trust. 
 
And isn’t this just what faith is about?  It’s about taking 
time to remember and reflect on who Jesus was, what He 
did for us on the cross and what He is doing in us even 
now. I encourage you to take some time as we enter into 
this new year,  this new season, to remember—and to 
thank God for guiding us and allowing us to grow 
throughout this past season—and to bring us into the 
new with ever hopeful and thankful hearts. 
 
I will remember the deeds of the Lord; yes, I will  
remember Your miracles of long ago. Psalm 77:11 
 
Have a Happy and most Blessed New Year! I hope to be 
with you all again soon, worshipping and singing praises 
to our Lord in our sanctuary just as before. Pastor Jim 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Happy New Year, Friends! (well, at the time of this writing, it is almost here…) 
 
I hope you felt the presence of our Lord, Jesus Christ in this, most unusual Christmas season.  
 
One of the things I love about our church is our name. HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH. HOPE. 
Just think about it, HOPE is what we search for during difficult times. HOPE is what gives us 
the incentive to move forward and plan for the future. And sometimes, HOPE is what gives 
us the strength to put one foot in front of the other and continue…waiting for resolution, for 
peace, and serenity. 
 
As we put 2020 in the rearview mirror and look to a new beginning in 2021, let us all approach it with wide-eyed 
HOPE for good health, a strong economy, an abundance of food, and spiritual growth and fulfillment. Remember  
that this congregation of HOPE is here for you, and we will continue to meet together, virtually for now, and soon 
again in person.  
 
May 2021 be everything you HOPE for, and may you feel the love of God throughout your life and our congregation 
of HOPE Lutheran Church. 
 
Love, 
Renee Clark 
Council President  
 
PS. Please mark your calendar for HOPE’S ANNUAL MEETING, which will be held Sunday, January 24 at 1:00PM. This 

will be a VIRTUAL MEETING, held on Zoom. If you are not proficient in Zoom, we will help you set up this free service. 

 

The Annual Meeting of the Congregation  
will be held on  

Sunday, January 24  
at 1:00 p.m.  

on Zoom. 
 

Please note that due to the restrictions on meeting in-person due to COVID, this meeting 
will be held virtually on Zoom.  We are hopeful that this will make the meeting accessible  
to most in our congregation.  If you know of someone who does not have the necessary 
technology to join online, or who has not yet learned to participate in Zoom meetings, 
please help them out by teaching them or asking them to join with you (in an appropriately 
socially-distant way, of course!)  Or contact the church office, and we will attempt to find 
someone to assist. 
 
The link for the Zoom meeting will be emailed to all members in advance of the scheduled 
time.  If you believe that the church office does not have your email address, please contact 
us at hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net 



 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
 

Welcome, Winter!  Now we have 2 things to keep us at home, 
the pandemic and the weather! 
 

You should have received a Stewardship Stanley kit by 
now.  If you have not received one and would like to have a 
Stanley join your family, please contact me. 
 

As the pandemic drags on and wears us down, it has become painfully obvious how much we need 
regular interactions with other people.  My hope is that Stanley can help keep us connected while 
we have to be separated.  Wouldn’t it be uplifting to see pictures of all the members of Hope who 
we miss so much?  
 

After you cut out, decorate, and name your own “Stanley”, please send me pictures or videos of 
how you and “Stanley” are spending your time (no matter how mundane) as we enter a new 
year.   How about a vaccination shot?  It would be heart-warming to see your smiling faces on the 
big screen when the “official” Hope video compilation is released in January! 
 

Lastly, the December and January proceeds from the gift card program will go to Pacific Garden 
Mission as a monetary contribution of $100.  The February and March proceeds will be donated to 
an area food pantry. 
 

God’s peace and blessings in the new year, 
Gina Vera   gvera0908@gmail.com   847-962-4815 

January Membership Anniversaries 

NAME: YEARS AS A MEMBER OF HOPE: 
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Tami Zommer 3 

A Word for the Year 
Every January, some people pray and ask God to provide a word for their year ahead.  
Friends have shared theirs with me, but I was hesitant to embrace the practice myself.  
I’d love to receive a word like flourish; then again, I might be like the friend who 
heard health and then faced many physical challenges that year. 

But I tried it for 2020 and heard prepare. My first reaction was that the word wasn’t very exciting, which possibly 
confirmed I hadn’t orchestrated it. Indeed, 2020 ended up full of significant, unexpected change for our family,  
with careers, school, church and friends. Prepare reminded me that amid chaos, God had prepared me for each  
moment and continues to prepare me for what’s next. 
Give it a try! Regardless of the word you receive or what lies ahead, you can trust that God loves you and is  
ultimately in control for 2021 and beyond. 
—Janna Firestone 



Thursday evening Men's 
Study:    

 
Meetings are now being held  

via Zoom,  
every Thursday 6:30 p.m. 

Zoom link will be provided via email. 
If you are interested in joining, contact Tom Clark : 

tomclark1519@gmail.com 

Pub Chats 
Wednesday evenings, a couple of times a month,  

on Zoom video meetings 
 

New Study starting in January: 
“A Life of Giving Thanks” 

 
Get a glimpse of what it means to live a life of giving thanks—one permeated by a grateful 
heart that overflows to others. A 4-session Bible study to remind that we should be living 
grateful lives for the One who gave his all for us.  
 
January 13:  Study 1: The Joy of Being Content Learning to smile with what you have  
  And Study 2: Model Gratefulness How to avoid having entitled children  
 
January 27: Simple Living Are we consumed by consumption?  
  
February 10: Come Thou Fount A study of the classic hymn and the importance of 
  remembering God's blessings in our lives  
 
Study materials and Zoom meeting link will be emailed to participants.  If you would like to 
join the group, email Ann in the church office: hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net 
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When:    Thursday, January 14, 2021, 9:30 a.m.  
 
Where:    Virtual meeting on Zoom 
 
Book:     “This Tender Land”  By William Kent Krueger 
 
 
It is a story of four orphans in the 1930s fleeing a school with a cruel woman in charge. An-
other coming of age book but enjoyed all the characters they meet as they travel down the 
Mississippi River.   
 
Everyone is welcome to join us.  The link for the Zoom meeting will be emailed.  If you are  
not currently on the group email list, contact Andie Van Spankeren or the church office to  
participate. 

Hannah Circle meets on  
Tuesday, January 26 
7:00 p.m. on Zoom 

 
 

The Zoom link will be sent out by email—if you 
would like to participate,  

contact Debbie Duffy or Renee Clark. 
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The Gingerbread House Zoom 
event was a lot of fun.  Much 
icing was consumed, although 
enough of it did make it onto 
the houses to produce some 
cute and clever designs. 



GIFT CARDS!! 
 

THIS  is the month that you’ll want to get gift cards to take advantage of all those “after Christmas” sales – get great 
bargains and help out those in need at the same time – win/win!  Don’t forget our everyday needs for gas, groceries, 
take-out meals, etc. etc. etc.  There are hard copies of the Vendor List on the info table at church.  BUT for those of 
you not comfortable attending in person yet, just call or email either of us and tell us what cards you would like to 
order – very simple!  AND if you are unable to get to church to pick the cards up, we will be happy to deliver them to 
you.  Ann has sent out an email to everyone with the vendor list as an attachment. 
 
You do NOT have to use the computer, so don’t let that deter you from ordering.   Your check should be made out 
to HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH with Gift Cards marked in the memo line. 
 
Orders and checks are due by the 1st Sunday of each month and the cards have been arriving on Thursday of that 
week, although with COVID, there may be some variation.   JANUARY orders are due on Sunday, January 3, 2021.   
If you are unable to attend church that day, just drop your order in the box early or give us a call. 
 
Questions?  Give us a call – we will be happy to answer them. 
 
Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 – janet.sirabian@gmail.com  
Gina Vera – 847-962-4815 – gvera0908@gmail.com  
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Hope has been blessed with so many thoughtful and generous givers 
that it warms my heart to list some of the recent activities we have 
contributed to: 

The final count of Thanksgiving baskets was 35.  It made for a 
wonderful Thanksgiving to some very needy families.   

      Wonderful!!!!! 
The socks from the spring sock drive were finally donated to a 

food pantry where they will be offered to those who can come by and are in need them.  Thanks to 
all who donated them. 

The children’s books were sent to Kingswood Methodist Church and were given out there.  More than 
100 books were given away.  Again, thanks to all who donated them. 

Jen Pankiewicz did a great job in putting together the Holiday Gift Drive with the Vernon Township 
folks.  10 families with 41 total people will be getting Christmas presents this year because of the 
generosity of Hope members.  This is a great expression of the true character of Hope and the  

      continuation of our tradition of helping those less fortunate than us at this time of year. 
Thank you all. 
Jeff Whitehead 
Community Relations Director 

mailto:janet.sirabian@gmail.com
mailto:gvera0908@gmail.com


 
 
This is my last newsletter article as Worship & Music Director for Hope Lutheran Church.  
For the last four years I have been privileged to help provide an opportunity for the people 
of God at Hope to enter His courts with praise.  There has been a lot to do, and it wasn’t 
always easy, but I have to admit, I loved every minute of it.  
 

Rather than going on at length about all the things we have accomplished, I just want to thank the members of the 
Worship & Music Committee, whose tireless work has been valuable beyond measure.  Pastor Jim, Robert Braband, 
Debbie Duffy, Andie VanSpankeren, Fred Vogt and Ann Wood are fantastic people, and fantastic people to work with.  
They have never failed to make my job easier.  I have no words sufficient to express my gratitude. 
 
We have sought to combine Word and Music into meaningful worship experiences.  Psalm 150: 1-6 says: 
 
“Praise the Lord.[a] 
Praise God in his sanctuary; 
    praise him in his mighty heavens. 
Praise him for his acts of power; 
    praise him for his surpassing greatness. 
Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet, 
    praise him with the harp and lyre, 
praise him with timbrel and dancing, 
    praise him with the strings and pipe, 
praise him with the clash of cymbals, 
    praise him with resounding cymbals. 
Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. 
Praise the Lord.” 
 
What a beautiful picture!  I believe, as did Martin Luther, that “next to the Word of God, the noble art of music is the 
greatest treasure in this world.  It controls our thoughts, minds, hearts and spirits.”  The ability to experience God’s 
Word and to praise Him with music is the closest we can come on this earth to the experience we will one day enjoy 
together, eternally worshiping the Lamb in the New Jerusalem.  
 
I cannot close my term without quoting Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who wrote in Discipleship: 

 
“It is within the church that Jesus Christ calls through his word and sacrament. The preaching and 
sacrament of the church is the place where Jesus Christ is present. To hear Jesus’ call to discipleship, 
one needs no personal revelation. Listen to the preaching and receive the sacrament! Listen to the 
gospel of the crucified and risen Lord! Here he is, the whole Christ, the very same who encountered 
the disciples.” 
 

 I hope that I have in some small way contributed this encounter for each of you.  Thank you for allowing me to serve. 
 
Peace,  
 
Chuck 
 
 
 

January 2021 Page 8 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+150%3A1-6&version=NIV#fen-NIV-16396a


Dear friends, 
 

It invariably takes me several weeks into a new year to seamlessly use the new numerical  
sequence. Writing (or keyboarding) “2021” instead of “2020” requires thinking about it and 
getting the brain to sequence a new finger movement. Never has this phenomenon been more 
appreciated than this year. Good riddance to 2020. I’ll type that new pattern of numbers a  
thousand times the first week of January just so I can emotionally get past the old year. I think 
I’m not alone in this, am I? 
 

The numbers for this new year might change, but some things will not change – social distancing, the wearing of 
masks, staying out of groups, especially indoors. And playing a little game while watching the “Talking Heads” of  
news channels on television. Pre-Covid the Talking Heads were in a network station in front of a green screen that 
projected images of Washington or New York. The pandemic has meant that Talking Heads are now almost  
exclusively sitting in front of a computer in their home office or den (or in the case of at least one sports-caster, his 
kitchen). There’s no green screen, just whatever assortment of wall decorations, or more likely books, that happen  
to be on shelves opposite the laptop.  
 

My game is to try to identify some of the books behind the speaker. Every now and then you can make identify the 
printing on the book’s spine. “Hmmm,” I always wonder, “what does that book on this person’s bookshelf say about 
where this talking head is coming from?” Truth is one does not become a “television Talking Head” without some 
measure of reading and education. Well, let me take that back. There are some people who sound like . . . . . . , never 
mind. Nonetheless the books you’ve read and which are now placed neatly (or not) on shelves in your home office 
say a lot about who you are, what you believe, where you are coming from, and most likely where you’d like things to 
head. Backdrop context matters. 
 

So it is for people of faith. The “books” we have used to teach us, to shape us, to mold our beliefs and our actions  
are the backdrop against which people see us. Yes, Holy Scripture is fundamental. But what beyond Scripture has  
informed and shaped us? What is the “background context” of your faith? Where are you coming from faith-wise? 
Who or what has shaped you faith-wise?  
 

People who align themselves with the Lutheran branch of Christianity (as a member or friend of Hope Lutheran 
Church, we’re talking about you) should be aware that the way we understand the Christian faith was born in a  
university setting (Wittenberg, in what is now Germany, to be precise). Our heritage is to employ a well-reasoned, 
literate intellect informed by the Classics of literature, philosophy, theology and science* in tandem with the faithful 
practices of prayer, meditation and the witness of Scripture. That is what should be visible to the world on display 
behind you when you talk about how and where the Christ is redeeming you, leading you ever deeper into the  
salvation God has promised all Creation, all people (even those who say they don’t want it).  
 

Peace, 
 

Robert Braband, Contemporary Worship Music Leader  
 

NB. One of the most enjoyable facets of my television news game is when I see the talking head’s own new book prominently 
displayed on a shelf behind them, usually displayed face-on so the cover, not the spine is visible. I’ve thrown things at the  
television screen because of that. Oh, the haughtiness of Pride! And if you dare, ask me about my pride and joy, the six volume 
“Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible” which I purchased in my seminary days and which is prominently placed on my home office 
book shelf. Oh, the joy of discovering the “Documentary Hypothesis.”  
 

*Now, more than ever, we must include science in this equation. For God’s sake, science! 
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MOM Committee:   To have HOPE be known as a place where  
all are welcome to learn, explore and grow in the Christian faith 

 

CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR  
     HOPE had arrangements completed for a LIVE Drive-thru Christmas event schedule for Dec 12. HOWEVER… 
Tier 3 guidelines strongly recommended that ‘houses of worship’ not hold events…so we cancelled and developed 
an alternative plan.  
     It was important for HOPE to still serve our members as well as seniors who may be restricted due to COVID. 
HOPE offered gift bags for children & seniors. Both gift bags included a cookie decorating kit (thank you Kathy 
Whitehead) and an ornament making kit (and thank you Gina Vera). In addition, the children’s bag included a 
Christmas book (thank you Laura Andrews)…and the senior bag included a 
HOPE dove facemask (thank you Dwight Mater for the idea). Ann placed  
announcements on HOPE’s facebook page and sent e-blasts to members  
asking members to drive-up to the church from 12-3:00 to pick up the gift 
bags they need.  
     Santa & Mrs Claus (Dwight & Pat Mater)…and assortment of elves (Alan 
Van Bladel, Gina, Amy, Pastor & Laura)…over 30 cars drove up…and close to 
75 gift bags & 100 face masks were given away. It was so good to see so 
many members drive up…a great reminder about what is so important about 
HOPE…and that is that we are truly family. 
     In addition to our members…HOPE delivered over 200 gift bags to three senior homes and over 50 to a local 
food pantry to be used as a Christmas gift to their clients.  
     A special thanks to those who assembled the 350 bags…(Gina, Kathy, Laura, Vivian and Shirley)…and to Joe for 
setting up & taking down the tent (protecting Mr & Mrs Claus)…and the giant Christmas tree inflatables.  
 

HOPE Facemasks 
     The masks were developed employing the dove stained-glass image along with the HOPE logo. The masks are 
very high quality as they are composed of 4-layers in addition to a filter holder if one wants to add a 5th layer.  
Two fun stories to share: 
     This time of year…many folks greet with a “Happy Holiday” phrase…perhaps to be politically correct. One  
member, Karen Meyer, wore her mask to Traders Joe’s… And was enthusiastically greeted with a “Merry  
Christmas” by a TJ associate. She believes the facemask played a role in helping that individual feel comfortable 
with a Merry Christmas   
    Another experience…a real estate agent wore the mask to a showing of a house he has listed. The potential  
buyers mentioned as they left that their 18-month-old daughter’s name is HOPE…and that perhaps that was a 
‘good omen’. Ha…so cool. 
     If you would like one of these masks, more will be arriving at the church later in January. 
 

Scouts… 
A big part of the Scout program is merit badges. These are intended to help the scout grow and develop areas of 
skill & expertise. During the on-coming 2021…I will be working with the scouts to better hone in on skill set re-
quirements and be getting back to the congregation. 
 

NEW MOM Director…Its a cool role. By church constitution…I will not be allowed to serve a third term…but maybe  
you can consider being the council members for MOM (Mission, Outreach & Membership).  Neatest aspect of this 
committee is that it main purpose is to help HOPEs values become better known by the community. The best part for 
me was discovering all that HOPE is. I was so surprised to discover that HOPE has over 65 missions/activities available 
in which members can participate. And while it will be up to the new leader & his/her committee whether or not to 
continue with a form of the ‘events” HOPE sponsored…it has been gratifying, and should be comforting for the new 
leader to know, that he/she can count on the  35-40 members volunteered in the past,  to help with the future. Over 
the 4 years…roughly 600 people per year, who didn’t know HOPE, came to visit us.  
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1660 Checker Rd. 

Long Grove, IL 60047 

www.hopelutheran-elca.org 

Declare God’s love. 

Do God’s will. 

Dance with the Spirit. 

 

To contact the church office:  hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070. 
 

Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement  
church-wide via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.  
 

To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:  
pmater@aol.com 

Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org  
Join Hope on Facebook by using the link on the website or by searching  
for ‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’ and then clicking on the ‘Like” 
button. The website and Facebook page have updates on events at Hope, 
pictures and other miscellaneous information. 

 
 

Virtual Worship Schedule: 
HOPE will continue to live-stream our worship services 

on Facebook live.  Join us to worship together. 
The video messages will also remain on the page for later viewing. 

 
 

Sunday mornings:  
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship, with hymns and sung liturgy 

9:45 a.m. Education Hour 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship, with music from the Praise Team 

 

These services will include the reading of the Word, prayers, and a 
message from Pastor Andrews.  

 


