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I thank my God every time I remember 
you. In all my prayers for all of you, I 
always pray with joy because of your 
partnership in the gospel from the 
first day until now, being confident of 
this, that he who began a good work 
in you will carry it on to completion 
until the day of Christ Jesus.  
Philippians 1:3-6 
 
 
These words of Paul to the Philippian 
church express how I feel about you as I 
give thanks for the privilege of serving as 
your pastor for the last seven+ years. 
From the time we came to Hope, Laura 
and I have felt as though we have been  
a part of a congregation of folks wanting 
to hear the Good News about Christ, to 
serve others in need, and to share in the 
undeserved, yet gracious promise of 
eternal life that was gained for us by  
Jesus. We have often felt that we were 
not only doing those things on behalf of 
the congregation but together as a group 
who, by the power of the Holy Spirit,  
accept the call to be about God’s work  
in the world. The Lord has used us 
mightily for His work. He will continue to 
do that through you as Laura and I end 
our association with Hope on January 
8th of this year. 
 
At the age of seventy, and after having 
taken on a second career as an ordained 
minister these past nearly 12 years and 
having navigated through this grueling 
time of covid, I have decided it is time to 
retire.  
 

The Hopeful 
Hope Lutheran Church                                                                                 
Long Grove, Illinois                                          Pastor Jim Andrews 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Annual Congregational Meeting 

  
Sunday January 22nd 

 
Worship services at  
8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

 
Lunch and meeting to follow 

the 11:00 a.m. worship service 
in the large fellowship hall. 

  
The meeting will include 
Elections of officers and  
approval of the budget 

for the coming year. 
  

Come and participate in the 
planning and 

administration for our  
congregation’s future! 
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As I had told members of my  
previous congregation, according 
to synod guidelines, when a  

pastor leaves or retires, he or she no longer is  
affiliated with the congregation he or she has served. 
That means, beginning after my final service with  
you on January 8, 2023, I will not be available for 
pastoral acts such as baptisms, confirmations,  
weddings, or funerals. I will also not be available  
to provide pastoral care in situations of need. An  
interim pastor will serve the congregation in these 
ways from the time of my retirement until a new  
pastor is called.  
 
It is vital that a good transition from one pastor to  
another is made. That is why the retired pastor is  
expected to refrain from a pastoral presence in his  
or her former congregation. This will be particularly 
challenging for us as we have been together for a 
time now and in such a loving relationship. It is,  
however, for the best so that Hope continues to  
grow and flourish in God’s work in the world, and  
that Laura and I are able to go forward into the next 
chapter of our lives. We would still love to share  
with you in the future, but that needs to be simply  
as friends. We’re only a phone call away! 
 
Which brings to mind recent studies that have  
shown that for many there’s more anxiety over  
losing a phone than there is over losing a friend.  
For many, their best friend has become their phone. 
And their phones are the main and the primary  
connection they have with their best friends.  
 
It’s not surprising that some of the same studies 
have also shown that there’s a longing in our society, 
like never before, for connections and communities 
that actually care for each other. In this increasingly 
more-connected-than-ever world, there’s a longing 
for more connections that are truly real.  

On that first Christmas, God was careful and  
intentional in making the connection He did when  
He sent His Son into our world. And He was personal 
in doing it because He was doing it in the person of 
Jesus Christ. He was connecting with us, so we 
could connect with Him. He was becoming a person 
with us, so we could begin to see Him and know Him 
in a personal way.  
 
As challenging as it is for us in our society today to 
reach the hearts of people for Jesus, let us not forget 
that the relationship we have with God, in Christ, is 
the kind of relationship people are longing to find. 
God came into our world to make an incarnate and  
in-person connection with us. It was also the reason, 
and still is, that God has called all of you together in 
the Church. Never forget or neglect the importance 
of gathering together as the Body of Christ.     
                                                                                                                             
As you proclaim the name of Jesus this Christmas 
season and as you bear witness to the relationship 
God has established with us in His Son, do so with 
boldness and confidence that the Holy Spirit is  
working through your proclamation to connect with 
and draw people to Christ. Do it also with a sincere 
desire and prayer that God will open new doors for 
new relationships to be established with those for 
whom our Lord Jesus was born. 
 
Thank you for your faithful witness. Thank you for the 
work you do and the partnership we have shared. It 
continues to be a joy and an honor to have served as 
your pastor. Know that my prayers are with each of 
you.  
 
In God’s grace, peace, and love, 
 
Pastor Jim Andrews 

(Continued from page 1) 
 

 

Stewardship Update 
Thank you for returning your 2023 pledges. 

The proposed budget will be presented at the Jan 22 Annual Meeting. 
 

Look for 2 upcoming surveys in your email:  
1) Jan-April Time & Talent  2) Congregational Input for Pastoral Search 

 

In the meantime… 
How is GOD using YOU to accomplish GOOD in this world? 

May your journey of discovery be blessed. 
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 January Membership Anniversaries 

NAME: YEARS AS A MEMBER OF HOPE: 
  

Sunday, January 8th, we will celebrate the retirement of  

Pastor Jim Andrews. 

 

We gather in one Worship Service at 10am. 

 

Pastor Jim Andrews will preside and preach his final service as Pastor of our congregation. 

 

Pastor Kyle Severson, from Metro Chicago Synod - ELCA will be in attendance to lead the 

Thanksgiving at the Conclusion of a Call during worship. 

 

Lunch will be provided in the Fellowship Hall directly after the service.  We will celebrate  

Pastor Jim's ministry and time with Hope Lutheran Church.  We will also celebrate Laura  

Andrews’ hard work and dedication to Hope Lutheran. 

 

If you have any questions please reach out to Nate Schuller @ 847-212-9535. 

 
Tami Zommer 5 

Hope Lutheran Church Council Meeting 
Summary—12.12.22 

 
The following discussions took place at the church council meeting on December 12, 2022 

 

Planning for Pastor Jim’s retirement party on January 8, 2023 immediately following the 10:00 AM service 
(one service that day) 
 Amy and Fred will contact Cheryl and work with her and Ann on sending out invitations for the event 
 Nate to get information to the congregation via email 
 
The Annual Congregational Meeting will be on January 22, 2023 at noon 
Fred will reach out to members who may be interested in serving on the council for the upcoming year 
 Christian Education Director 
 Youth Director 
 Membership Outreach  
 Worship and Music Director 
 
Discussion of the budget for 2023 
 Less donors as we have lost some members (to heaven) in the past year  
 Council is looking at ways to “tighten our belts” for the upcoming year 
 We will be praying for God’s guidance through this process 
 
Don Eggert showed the council some of the plans for updating the church’s website 
 Don, Ann Wood, Vivian Sekel, Karen Palmer and Gina Vera have been working on ways to update  
  the website for the past few months 
 Template will rely on graphics and pictures with easier navigation 
 Option for highlighting upcoming calendar events (that will automatically drop off the page once the  
  event has passed - linked to calendar) 



Thursday evening  
Men's Study:    

 

6:30 p.m. on Zoom 
 
If you are interested in joining, contact Tom Clark: 

tomclark1519@gmail.com 

Pub Chats 

Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m., a couple of times a month  
  

 At Vin 90 Kitchen & Bar 
401 Half Day Rd., Buffalo Grove—at the Arboretum Golfcourse 

  

    

Resuming the study: Parables: Imagine Life God’s Way 
  

The parables of Jesus communicate vital truths about God, his kingdom, and the broad  
scope of life. Learn vital secrets of spiritual growth. Discover the importance of overcoming  
resentment. Experience the heart healing that comes with forgiveness. Find out the practical 
implications of no regret living. As you study the parables, you'll realize Jesus is talking about 
your life, the struggles you face, and the tremendous promise that lies before you.  
  

January 11  Session 3 Don’t Wait Until It’s Too Late Matthew 25:1-13 
January 25  Session 4 An Invitation to Return Home Luke 15:11-24 
February 8   Session 5 Heart-Healing Forgiveness Luke 7:36-50 
February 15 Session 6 Spiritual Sincerity   Matthew 21:28-32 
 
 

Study materials are available in the church narthex. 
If you would like to join the group, please email Ann in the church office:  

hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net 

Hannah Circle will meet 
Tuesday, January 24 
at 7:00 pm at church. 

 
Contact Debbie Duffy:  
Duffyde626@aol.com 

Grounds for Hope Café  
 

Don Eggert will be leading this group Bible Study Sunday mornings during 
the Education Hour at 9:45 in the small fellowship hall at the church. 
 
The group will return with a new study starting January 15th.   
Watch announcements for details. 
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GIFT CARDS!! 
 

THIS is the month that you’ll want to get gift cards to take advantage of all those “after 
Christmas” sales – get great bargains and help out those in need at the same time –  
win/win!  We donated over $700 to food banks and domestic abuse shelters in 2022,  
so your gift card orders DO make a difference!  Don’t forget our everyday needs for gas, 
groceries, take-out meals, etc. etc. etc.  There are hard copies of the Vendor List on the 
info table at church.  If you are unable to attend in person yet, just call or email either of 
us and tell us what cards you would like to order – very simple!   

 

The January and February proceeds will go to WINGS – Women In Need Growing Stronger.  This is a  
fabulous shelter for woman and children that works with them to get them to the point where they are able 
to make it on their own.  The recent tragedy in BG illustrates that domestic violence and abuse does not 
only happen to the underprivileged in other communities.  It can happen right in our own community in  
million dollar houses. 
 

You do NOT have to use the computer, so don’t let that deter you from ordering.   Your check should 
be made out to HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH with Gift Cards marked in the memo line. 
 

Orders and checks are due by the 1st Sunday of each month.   JANUARY orders are due on Sunday,  
January 1, 2023.  If you are unable to attend church that day, just drop your order in the box early or email 
us or give us a call. 
 
Questions?  Give us a call – we will be happy to answer them. 
 
Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 – janet.sirabian@gmail.com  
Gina Vera – 847-962-4815 – gvera0908@gmail.com  

  
When:    Thursday, January 12, 9:30 a.m.  
   
Where:    Large fellowship hall at church  
   
Book:       “The One-in-a-Million Boy” by Monica Wood 
 

The story of your life never starts at the beginning. Don't they teach you anything at school? 
 
So says 104-year-old Ona to the 11-year-old boy who's been sent to help her out every Saturday morning. 
As he refills the bird feeders and tidies the garden shed, Ona tells him about her long life, from first love to 
second chances. Soon she's confessing secrets she has kept hidden for decades. 
 
One Saturday, the boy doesn't show up. Ona starts to think he's not so special after all, but then his father 
arrives on her doorstep, determined to finish his son's good deed. The boy's mother is not so far behind. 
Ona is set to discover that the world can surprise us at any age, and that sometimes sharing a loss is the 
only way to find ourselves again.  
 
  

Everyone is welcome to join us.  
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“I am convinced that love is the most durable power in the world. It is not an expression  
of impractical idealism, but of practical realism. Far from being the pious injunction of a 
Utopian dreamer, love is an absolute necessity for the survival of our civilization. To return 
hate for hate does nothing but intensify the existence of evil in the universe. Someone 
must have sense enough and morality enough to cut off the chain of hate and evil, and 
this can only be done through love.” 
        —Martin Luther King Jr. 



Community Relations has been busy this holiday season!  We’ve just 
“wrapped” up our Holiday Wish Drive by donating gifts for 7 families;  
a total of 26 people.  Thank you to Juanita Wundsam, Gina Vera and  
Debbie Duffy for their help sorting and bagging gifts by family.   
 
With generous support from our congregation, we also collected $645  
toward the ministry that has been donated to the Vernon Township Food 
Pantry. This will help so many families during this holiday season and  
beyond. 
 
Special thanks, also, to our delivery team, Jenna and Rich Schoeneman, Karen Meyer and  
Sherry and Jim Hoesly who loaded up their sleighs and dropped of the goodies for all the girls  
and boys, moms and dads and grandmas and grandpas who might not have had gifts to open for 
Christmas if it weren’t for all of you who generously donated! 
 
It is an honor and a pleasure to organize this wonderful ministry that touches so many during  
the holidays.  
 
Blessings to all this holiday season and a happy, healthy New Year. 
 
Jennie Pankiewicz 
Director, Community Relations 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

10:00 a.m. One 
Worship Service  

2 
 3:30 pm Bell 
Choir 
 
6:30 pm Worship 
& Music on Zoom  
 
6:30 pm Boy 
Scouts 

3 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Praise 
Team 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm White 
Stone Church 

5 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Men’s 
Bible Study on 
Zoom 

6 
 
 
 
7:30 pm AA 
 
8:00 pm White 
Stone Church 

7 

8 
10:00 a.m. One 
Worship Service, 
Lunch following 
 

9 
3:30 pm Bell 
Choir 
 
6:30 pm Church 
Council 
 
6:30 pm Boy 
Scouts 

10 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Praise 
Team 

11 
 
 
7:00 pm Pub 
Chat at Vin 90 
 
7:30 pm White 
Stone Church 

12 
9:30 am Book 
Nook 
 
 
6:30 pm Men’s 
Bible Study on 
Zoom 

13 
 
 
 
7:30 pm AA 
 
8:00 pm White 
Stone Church 

14 

15 16 
 
 3:30 pm Bell 
Choir 
 
6:30 pm Boy 
Scouts 

17 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Praise 
Team 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm White 
Stone Church 

19 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Men’s 
Bible Study on 
Zoom 

20 
 
 
 
7:30 pm AA 
 
8:00 pm White 
Stone Church 

21 

22 
Noon: Annual 
Congregational 
Meeting 

23 
 
 3:30 pm Bell 
Choir 
 
6:30 pm Boy 
Scouts 

24 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Praise 
Team 
 
7:00 Hannah 
Circle at Church 

25 
 
 
7:00 pm Pub 
Chat at Vin 90 
 
7:30 pm White 
Stone Church 

26 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Men’s 
Bible Study on 
Zoom 

27 
 
 
 
7:30 pm AA 
 
8:00 pm White 
Stone Church 

28 

29 30 
 
 3:30 pm Bell 
Choir 
 
6:30 pm Boy 
Scouts 

31 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Praise 
Team 

    

 
 
Sunday Worship Schedule:   
      at Church and on Facebook 
 

8:30 am  Traditional Worship 
9:45 am Education Hour 
11:00am Contemporary Worship 

 

  1:00 pm  Church of Eternal Hope 
  4:00 pm  White Stone Church 
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1660 Checker Rd. 

Long Grove, IL 60047 

www.hopelutheran-elca.org 

Declare God’s love. 

Do God’s will. 

Dance with the Spirit. 

 

To contact the church office:  hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070. 
 

Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement  
church-wide via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.  
 

To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:  
pmater@aol.com 

Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org  
Join Hope on Facebook by using the link on the website or by searching  
for ‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’ and then clicking on the ‘Like” 
button. The website and Facebook page have updates on events at Hope, 
pictures and other miscellaneous information. 

Worship Schedule: 
Join us in person or remotely, to worship together. 

HOPE will continue to live-stream our worship services on Facebook live. 
The video messages will also remain on the page for later viewing. 

 

Special Worship Schedule for January: 

 

New Year's Day - Sunday January 1: 
10:00 a.m. Sunday Morning Worship  

 

Sunday January 8: 
10:00 a.m. Worship celebrating the retirement of Pastor Jim Andrews 

 
Regular Worship Schedule returns January 15 

Sunday mornings: 
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship, with hymns and sung liturgy 

9:45 a.m. Education Hour 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship, music with the Praise Team  


