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Church: What does it mean to you? 
As I have been challenged in recent 

weeks to bring Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s  

insights of church and community into 

focus within the 21st century church, I've 

been thinking a lot about church lately 

and what it means to me and I'd love to 

hear some thoughts from my readers on 

this topic. 

 

For many Christians church is most  

important. It is a place to go where you 

can enter into worship with others who 

are faithful to Jesus Christ. It is a place to  

listen to sermons, sing glorious songs of 

faith, and to break bread together in 

community with fellow believers. 

 

Perhaps some of us have said this at one 

point or another, or have certainly heard 

someone utter this phrase before: “I don't 

need church, I find my church outside, in 

the midst of nature.” 

 

I can in many ways relate to that  

sentiment. I find great peace when I am 

in the midst of the natural wonders God 

has created for our enjoyment. God's  

glory permeates and resounds through  

all of creation and it is very easy to feel 

close to God, and to enter into humble 

prayer and reflection when I encounter 

His presence atop a rocky ledge peering 

over a lush valley below, or leisurely  

peering at the reflection of the moon on 

the expanse of ocean that repeatedly 

attempts to crawl farther ashore. 

 

But for any of us to say that we don't 

need a church and that true spiritual  

fulfillment can be found in nature alone--

is that biblical? Is it even possible?  
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We can try to kid ourselves into thinking we can do this 

alone. It makes us feel good, and certainly generates 

pleasurable feelings of peace and a connectedness with 

our Creator. But those moments of solitude, though  

necessary and precious, are not the way God meant us  

to live. God doesn't choose to dwell in us so that we  

might dwell in Him alone. God is love and love should be 

shared! 

 

When we read the gospel and witness the wonders and 

miracles of Jesus we see that he had his moments of  

solitude but was oftentimes in the thick of the crowds.  

He had disciples he shared his teachings and time with 

and he loved to be around his people and to minister to 

them. When we feast on the spiritual nourishment of  

God's Word, our hearts begin to cultivate that same  

Christ-like desire...to reach out to the poor and the  

suffering, to break bread with our brothers and sisters  

and to desire their fellowship in community through  

Christ. 

 

The more I read Bonhoeffer’s Life Together alongside  

scripture, and the more I pray and reflect on things as t 

hey are in this world, the more I start to see the church far 

exceeding the walls of any one building. The church is the 

body of Christ whose members are those who have chosen 

to follow and love Christ, acknowledging his divine nature 

and his sacrifice, and to follow in his footsteps. This is the 

church! 

Scripture describes it this way: 1 Corinthians 12:12-14  

Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its 

many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. For we were 

all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether 

Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the 

one Spirit to drink. Even so the body is not made up of one 

part but of many. 

 

Is it possible to be part of the body of Christ and work in 

harmony among its members without being part of a 

church? Or to remove ourselves from its communal  

presence as we see fit and therefore weaken its core? One 

can find a connection and fellowship with other Christians 

serving out in local missions without being involved in a 

church. In this age of technology it is so easy to upload a 

sermon and receive spirit-filled teachings elsewhere.  

(Did you know we have sermons available for download  

on our own website?) It is not out of the ordinary to stop 

seeking fellowship within the church altogether, hoping  

to fill the void in our lives through some other measure. 

Wherever two or more are gathered there is fellowship,  

so it's quite easy to worship our own manufactured god 

corporately with others without worshipping in a church. 

 

 

Given all that, is church still necessary?  

 

I've come to the conclusion that the one thread that  

really holds the necessity of having a local church is the 

sense of community it provides. With any interest there  

are current groups to support and cultivate knowledge  

and growth in that interest. There is a bowling league for 

bowling enthusiasts, men’s, and women’s bible studies, 

youth activities, and a book club that thrive on the  

gathering of community. Name your interest and if there's 

not a group of like-minded individuals that have formed a 

group centered around that theme, let’s make it happen! 

Why not seek to fill that need or interest in the midst of 

fellow like-minded Christians? 

 

What does church mean to me? 

 

To answer my own question...certainly a church is not  

necessary for one's salvation, but I do think in terms of 

growth and finding opportunities to be part of the body of 

Christ, it can make all of the difference! Church, to me, 

means community. In my opinion, from what I've read of 

scripture it should be a place that supports, encourages 

and instructs those believers within its local community to 

live out their lives in a spirit-filled manner to live like Jesus! 

And then take that love and compassion that is cultivated 

in the local garden of believers and sow those seeds 

among others in the local community and then across the 

globe! Thus yielding a beautiful harvest reflecting the glory 

of God and helping to manifest His kingdom here on earth! 

 

So...what does church mean to you? What keeps you go-

ing...or what has stopped you from going? 

 

Please let me know! Your candid comments and thoughts 

are encouraged and needed and welcomed. Contact me by 

email at jamesandrews16@aol.com, or by phone at 708-

372-6742. Help us to restore old community, and to build 

new community through existing group ministries and 

through the formation of new small groups. 
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Opportunities to serve in our community this summer 

 

We will be scheduling one-day service projects through the Fuller Center in 

Waukegan to help those in need. 
 

Projects will include: 

• Community Farm, producing fresh food—gardening projects 

• Home refurbishing—demo, drywall, painting, etc. 

• A wood shop is being developed for wood-working projects 
 

Watch for announcements of dates and times to volunteer to help! 

 

Community gardening and work day at the Fuller Center - Saturday July 14—8:00 am. 
 

 

Bible Study/Small Group Questionnaires 
 

 

We are presently exploring some alternate 

times and platforms for creating new small 

groups, for Bible Study or for gathering with 

others who share the same hobby or  

special interest.  
 

Questionnaires are available on the website or in the church narthex. 
 

If you are interested, please fill it out so that we can determine the most 

convenient times, places to meet, and special interests or types of study 

that you might most enjoy. 

Our “Community” theme for our Summer Worship Services continues in July.  

This is in keeping with Congregational President Renee Clark's ongoing theme 

for 2018-2019, and the services will be based on Dietrich Bonhoeffer's book  

"Life Together" and several study guides based on the book.  Over the summer, 

we plan to look into many of Bonhoeffer's beliefs and recommendations for  

living together in Christian Community, and discuss how we can implement 

those ideas in our own lives, as well as reaching out to the Community around 

us in love and faith.  Any one who is interested can find the study guides in the 

church narthex.  And, please remember that if you miss a Sunday, the sermons 

are available on our website.                                                  

Registration for this summer’s Mission Trip  

is open online at  

http://lcgoodshepherd.com/interfaith-mission-trip.html 

 

Register online and 

Sign up on the sheet on the bulletin board in the hallway 

to let us know that you plan to attend! 



 
Thank you sincerely to our Hope family for all your beautiful cards of  
sympathy at the loss of our son-in-law Tim.  They were so appreciated and 
gave us lots of comfort. 
 
God Bless Always, 
Dale & Gloria Heilman 

 

 

Save the date! 

September 9, 2018  

for our annual  

Pig Roast. 

To contact the church office:  hopelutheran- elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070. 
 

Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement  
church-wide via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.  
 

To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:  
pmater@aol.com 
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Church Office Summer Hours 

Memorial Day through Labor Day 
Monday—Friday    

9:00 am—1:00 pm 

Summer is the time for garage sales, parties and doing things with the 
kids.   
You can borrow chairs and tables from the church, as well as coolers and 
water jugs.   
We also have a very nice molded plastic bean bag game.   
How about putting up a camping tent in the back yard so the kids can 
camp?  We have two tents that can be loaned out.  Putting the tent  
together is half the fun for mon or dad.   
Contact Joe to check items out. 
 

Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org  
Join Hope on Facebook by using the link on the website or by searching 
for ‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’ and then clicking on the 
‘Like” button. The website and Facebook page have updates on events at 
Hope, pictures and other miscellaneous information. 
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2018 RELAY FOR LIFE  

 

Another RELAY is in the books and I am proud of HOPE.  Our attendance was 

a little sparse, but we were powerful (Lynne Schneider walked enough for all 

of us!).  I know this was partially due to the youth group activity, but I hope 

that we can engage our young people to participate again next year – they 

are our future!!  BUT our total contribution to the Relay total was over $3,000 

– WOW!  Thank you so much to all who donated and raised money to help us reach that total.  After 

the storms we had in the morning, the weather for the event was beautiful, and as I drove up Buffa-

lo Grove Road, I kept saying “Thank You God!!” 

 

If there is anyone who meant to make a donation, but did not get to it, you may still donate and 

credit our team up until August 31, 2018.  Here is the link to the HOPE Lutheran Church Relay 

Team website:   

http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR?fr_id=89095&pg=team&team_id=2280853  

 

Again, thank you so much to everyone who made a contribution, walked or just said a prayer for us.   

 

JANET SIRABIAN 

Grounds for Hope Café 
Sunday Morning Adult Education  

Will return in September 
Watch for details! 

GIFT CARD PROGRAM 

 

This month I am urging you to think way ahead … and think about school 

supplies (sorry kids!) and getting those college bound students outfitted.  

There are so many opportunities for gift cards during the summer, and I am 

not going to list them all, but please think about what your summer needs 

are (gas cards for those long trips), but your everyday needs as well.  We 

are doing a service for our neighbors in need at no cost to us – WIN/WIN 

 

There are hard copies of the Vendor List on the info table at church.  If you are unable to be at 

church on the day the orders are due, you may call or email either of us or Ann and tell us what you 

want, or you may just write the cards you want on a note and leave it in the box on the info table – 

you do NOT have to use the computer, so don’t let that deter you from ordering.   Be sure to include 

a check made out to HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH with Gift Cards marked in the memo line. 

 

Summer orders are due on Sunday, July 1, 2018 and Sunday, August 5, 2018 - the cards should be 

in by the following Friday.   

 

Questions?  Give us a call – we will be happy to answer them.     

Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 - jsirabian@leonettiassoc.com   

Gina Vera – 847 -439-0561 – gvera0908@gmail.com  

http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR?fr_id=89095&pg=team&team_id=2280853
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/5/54/American_Cancer_Society_Relay_For_Life_Logo.png
mailto:jsirabian@leonettiassoc.com
mailto:gvera0908@gmail.com


 

MOM Committee 

June 2018 Summary 

 

DAD’s Day Bash…We had lots of activities & food. Those that attended, both from Hope and the community had a nice 

time. Actually had 3 kids sign up for VBS. The painted “Tattoo” artists became famous with their arm-length dragons…

and colorful full-face flowers. Attendance was less than hoped…volunteer team  was abundant, helpful and welcoming 

                

Greeter Ministry 

       Jerry & Ellen Allen are helping to shape this effort, they have some great experience with their  

       Alabama “home” church. .  

      Essentially, we would like to form some kind of greeter protocol. Need to put our caps on & think 

      how we would like to be greeter/treated if we were visiting a church for the first time. The team  

      might visit a few local churches known for “doing it well”…should be a lot of fun.  

      Would love a few more folks. Pls contact me (TC 847-946-3604) if you would like to chat about it.  

              

 Younger Adults 

             For many young adults, Sunday morning is not an option for them to attend church…in fact,  

            there may be alternatives to a traditional church service that might be appealing. Worshiping  

            with other faiths, interacting with less fortunate communities with food & caring. Check out the     

            “Irving  underpass" …feeding those without regular resources for food…so many more…” 

 

             Anybody interested in pulling together this group pls let me know. Could be fascinating 

 

Narthex 

           This group will help guide the redesign of Nartex.  To help guests see what HOPE is all about, we  

           are thinking of putting “reflections” of our 60+ ministries throughout the room. Also will help  

          select the “WELCOME Center” area…refine the coat room (s) into something pleasing & effective. 

 

           For those who have an “eye” or feel for interior design, pls give me a call. Another fun thing    

 

If any of these things interest you, please call TC 847-946-3604.  

 

Future Meetings:    The second MONDAY of the month. 6:00-7:15 

     

Thx TC 
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.   BOOK NOOK 

 
Looking for a good summer book?   
These are the upcoming selections on the Book Nook’s 
schedule: 
 
September: “Nineteen Minutes” by Jodi Picoult 
October:     “The Home for Unwanted Girls” by Joanna Goodman 
November:  “Paradise” by Mark Cahill 
December:   TBD (brunch & movie) 
January:     “The Sisters of Sugarcreek” by Cathy Liggett 
February:   “People of the Book” by Geraldine Brooks 
March:       “Sensible Shoes” by Sharon Garlough Brown 
April:         “The Ninth Hour” by Alice McDermott 
May:          Annual Breakfast and Book Selection for next year. 
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1660 Checker Rd. 

Long Grove, IL 60047 

www.hopelutheran-elca.org 

Declare God’s love. 

Do God’s will. 

Dance with the Spirit. 

 

 

Summer Sunday Worship: 

 

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship Service  

10:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service 

 

Sunday School/Grounds for Hope Café will not meet 

in the summer—see you in September! 

 


