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The Hardest Part 
 

I referenced Tom Petty and the Heart-

breakers’ song “The Waiting” in an earlier 

devotion. Now as some of our Council 

and committee members have been 

weighing in on the guidelines we will  

use to re-open the church that Chuck 

Johnson has been arduously creating, I 

can barely think about waiting without 

hearing the chorus in my head “Yea, 

yea...yea, yea. The waiting is the hardest 

part. Every day you see one more card. 

You take it on faith, you take it to the 

heart. The waiting is the hard...est...part.” 

And yet for re-opening, we wait…. 
 

Tom Petty’s song resonates because it 

reflects a common human experience. 

The person who doesn’t struggle with 

waiting is rare. Whether it’s waiting for 

the weekend, for a vacation to arrive, for 

a loved one to return or whether it’s 

waiting for something life changing -  

like medical test results, we’ve all  

encountered times in life when we’ve 

had to wait. It’s hard for us to wait mere 

hours much less days, weeks, or years. By 

the way, when is this covid-19 pandemic 

going to end? 
 

And yet, more often than not God asks us 

to wait. 
 

Plans are being made 
for the reopening of 
public worship services 
at Hope starting July 12. 
 
See articles inside for 
details. 
 
 

Our Summer Worship Schedule  
continues: 
 
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship,  
       with hymns and sung liturgy 
10:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship,           
       with music from the Praise Team 
 
These services will also include the 
reading of the Word, prayers, and a 
message from Pastor Andrews.  
 
All services will continue to be  
live-streamed on our Facebook page, 
and will also remain on the page for 
later viewing. 

The Hopeful 
Hope Lutheran Church                                                                                 
Long Grove, Illinois                                          Pastor Jim Andrews 
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The prophet Habakkuk shared our 

struggle with waiting. He opens 

his prayer in Habakkuk 1:1 

with “How long, Lord…”  God an-

swers Habakkuk, but his answer simply calls for Habakkuk 

to continue waiting. God tells Habakkuk that He is sending 

the Babylonians as his instrument of justice, but the de-

tails about when are still ambiguous. In verse 5 God simp-

ly says “watch and be utterly amazed. For I am going to 

do something in your days that you would not believe, 

even if you were told.” 
 

Can you imagine? It could be tomorrow, or it could be  

20 years from now. But there is much we can learn  

from Habakkuk’s reaction. First, he expresses his shock 

that God would use such a corrupt people to deliver 

God’s justice. Then in chapter 2, he tells us how he is  

going to wait. 
 

“I will stand at my watch and station myself on the  

ramparts; I will look to see what He will say to me, and 

what answer I am to give to this complaint.” Habakkuk 

2:1 (NIV) Habakkuk's waiting is clearly active. Anyone  

who has acted as a lookout in serious, tactical situations 

understands the importance of attentive waiting.  

Habakkuk's waiting is alert and filled with anticipation. 
 

The story of the golden calf in Exodus 32 is a prime  

example of what can happen if we do not remain active, 

attentive, and focused in our waiting. The Israelites get 

tired of waiting for Moses and impatiently create an idol. 

Can anyone believe their betrayal of God was uninten-

tional?   
 

Why is waiting so common? Why does God keep us 

waiting endlessly for answers? 
 

Thankfully, God knows what He’s doing when He makes 

us wait. Waiting has an ultimate kingdom purpose.  

Ultimately, God does not desire to see His people  

destroyed. And in many circumstances, God’s patience  

is merciful.  
 

We witness God’s compassion in the story of Jonah when 

he sends the prophet to Nineveh to witness to them. And 

upon the repentance of the people God withholds the 

pronounced destruction…much to Jonah’s dismay. 

In Jonah 4, we again meet the God who is “slow to anger 

and abounding in love.” (Jonah 4:2) God is far more  

patient than humans are and God’s going to wait more 

time for repentance than we can even fathom. So even 

though Habakkuk has already tried convincing his  

countrymen of their sin and need for repentance, God 

sends him out again. Habakkuk 2:2-20 
 

Now I am not suggesting that God is putting us through  

a trial from which God is seeking repentance. But as  

individuals and as a faith community, we also benefit 

from waiting – if we make our waiting active like  

Habakkuk did. Periods of waiting give us time to grow  

in our faith, to deepen our knowledge of God and God’s 

glory. Times of waiting give us the chance to remember 

our biblical foundations and life experiences that support 

our trust in God. 
 

It is in times of waiting that we can see the earth being 

filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the 

waters cover the sea (Habakkuk 2:14)– if we watch with 

the attentiveness of Habakkuk. 
 

Tom Petty’s chorus will continue to resonate with our  

human experience. Waiting will continue to be the  

hardest part, but for believers, difficult waiting is not  

frivolous, empty time to pass by twiddling our thumbs. 

Waiting is a season rich and beneficial for the believer’s 

heart if we apply ourselves to God’s teaching. 
 

I believe our season of waiting is slowly, ever so slowly 

coming to an end. Our gathering again for worship is 

yet a short distance away, July 12, our projected day.  

In the meantime, be prepared to make the most out of 

your seasons of waiting. Study Habakkuk, only 3 short 

chapters. (The book of Jonah is only 4!) Listen to see  

how you are righteous and can live by your faithfulness 

while you wait for God’s perfect timing. Read Habakkuk’s 

prayer in chapter 3 and determine if, after all of the  

turmoil you have endured in recent weeks, you can “be 

joyful in God, my Savior”, as he was.  
 

I hope to be seeing you all very soon, but just as in God’s 

timing, return when the time is right for you. In the mean-

time, though only a short time away, the waiting will con-

tinue to be “the hardest part”. 
 

May the Peace of the Lord be with you,                                                                                       

Pastor Jim 

(Continued from page 1) 
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RESTORING HOPE 
 
Based on guidance from the State of Illinois and the Centers for Disease Control, your Worship & 
Music Committee is tentatively planning to resume public worship services at Hope beginning 
July 12, 2020.  This date has been chosen based on the date that our area is anticipated to  
begin Phase 4 of the Governor’s Restore Illinois Plan, when gatherings of up to 50 people are 
permitted, with appropriate social distancing and hygiene protocols in place.  In planning for  
this re-opening, it is essential that we identify the steps that are necessary to protect our  
congregation.  Here is what we currently have planned.  THIS GUIDANCE IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 
 

High-risk populations: Each individual is encouraged to consider whether going to church could adversely affect their 
health.  We understand that some may not be comfortable attending worship in the sanctuary.  With that in mind  
we will offer alternative seating in the large fellowship hall, with the worship service live-streamed to the TV in the 
room, to maximize social distancing. Those who are ill or exhibit symptoms are asked to wait until they are recovered 
before attending church in person. 
 
Live-streaming:  We will continue to live-stream our worship services so that those who choose to do so may  
participate remotely.   
 
Capacity limits:  No more than 50 people will be allowed in the church at any one time.  This includes Pastor and  
any musicians, ushers, technical people and staff.   
 
Social Distancing:  Members should maintain at least 6 feet of separation between themselves and other people.   
We have marked off the sanctuary to identify seating with 6 feet of distance between each space.  Members of the 
same family may sit together, but should maintain 6 feet of separation from the nearest other congregant.  We will 
be removing the stools and tables from the narthex to discourage social gathering. 
 
Masks: All members must wear masks at all times.  The only exceptions are for children too young to walk, and for 
members with significant breathing issues. The Praise Team and the Traditional Worship Song Leader will have  
PVC/plastic barriers for their use, to minimize the potential for viral transmission while they are singing. 
 
Singing and Group Recitation:  We will be participating in silent recitation of the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, etc.; at this 
time we discourage group singing or recitation by the congregation.   
 
Communion: We have purchased individual, self-contained communion “kits,” each of which contains a wafer and 
grape juice.  We will be offering these for communion to minimize personal contact. 
 
Offering: We will be providing a basket at the back of the sanctuary for members to drop off their offering upon  
exiting.  Envelopes and pencils will be made available in the narthex for those who wish to place their offering in  
an envelope. 
 
General hygiene: All hymnals and other public materials have been removed from the sanctuary.  The order of  
worship and music will be broadcast on the projection screen or provided in individual programs.  We will be placing 
containers of hand sanitizer at convenient locations in the building, for members’ use.  We will be placing signs 
throughout the building to remind members of steps to prevent viral transmission: wearing masks, washing  
hands thoroughly, avoiding physical contact with others, not touching one’s face, etc.  We will establish a plan for 
disinfecting high-contact areas after every service.  Members will be encouraged to only allow one person in a  
bathroom at any time, and to limit contact with “high-touch” areas (i.e., door handles, etc.) 
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Time for VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL!!! 
Kids will join us from July 6th – July 10th for a virtual (online) 5-day VBS guaranteed to 
energize their FAITH and their SUMMER. 
Our VBS is open to children enrolled in pre-school thru 6th grade for Fall 2020. 
 

Our program this year is called FOCUS. 
Focus encourages kids dive deeper into their faith by putting the Focus on God and His amazing plan for us.  
Kids will have a blast discovering how to trust in what they can’t see because of what they CAN see. We’ll explore 
four different ways we can focus on God, by taking time to: HEAR, TALK, PRAY and LIVE.  
Each day, kids will also have opportunities to dive deeper into the world God created for us through daily STEM chal-
lenges. 
 

Sound like fun? Here’s how it works: 
Register for VBS on Hope’s website: 
  http://www.hopelutheran-elca.org/page/180021357/180111743/Vacation-Bible-School  
The first 30 registrants who register before June 15th receive an at-home kit full of items to help you start a great 
adventure with God, complete the STEM challenges and create crafts. Kits will be packed in a clean, safe environ-
ment and be shipped to your door. 
All VBS registrants will receive an invitation to Hope’s private VBS 2020 Facebook Group which will allow you to view 
the daily VBS videos that will include the daily lesson, music and more. 
Kits and Facebook Group invites will arrive approximately one week ahead of July 6th. 

http://www.hopelutheran-elca.org/page/180021357/180111743/Vacation-Bible-School


Dear Friends, 
 
I hope this note finds you healthy and well, light spirited, as we have finally  
entered into a time where we can spend time outdoors doing all kinds of 
things, including some social distancing activities with those around us. 
 
As the world has begun to open around us, we have seen a strong interest 
from members to re-open the church. The Community worship is important  
to the health and well being of a congregation, and there is an overwhelming 
feeling of the Council that we should get back to this practice as soon as is 

safely possible, currently planned for July 12. With that in mind, the Worship and Music committee, led  
by Chuck Johnson, and the Board of Trustees, led by Fred Vogt, have worked tirelessly to develop and  
implement protocols to make our building and encounters with each other safe. I thank them for their hard 
work and pray that these efforts are be successful and that our members continue in good health.  
 
As we continue to search for meaning during this Covid time, we ask ourselves how we can do God's work 
and make a difference in the lives of others. In this vein, it has helped me to look for activities and initiatives 
to contribute to the community at large. As the State opens, it's easy to forget that there are still record  
numbers of people who are unemployed or under-employed and in need. How can we help? 
 
Continue to bring non-perishable foods, such as pastas, rice, and canned vegetables to the church. There 
is also a need for cleaning supplies, hygenic products such as soap, shampoo, deoderant.  These items  
will be distributed to the local food pantries.  If you know of someone who can benefit from a card or a note, 
please send one. Are there people in your neighborhood, or nearby who need  help with groceries, medical 
supplies, or folks who live alone?  Reach out by phone. Check on their well-being, and share positive  
messages and stories.   Encourage and celebrate the joyful moments and events that continue to happen 
around us. Look for the silver lining.  
 
Stay safe, Be well, and continue in good health. 
 
Prayerfully, 
 
Renee Clark 
Council President 

 
 
 
 

Contact your church council members by email with questions or concerns: 
     Pastor Jim  jamesandrews16@aol.com 
President:   Renee Clark  renee@reneeclarkhomes.com   
Vice President:    Nate Schuller  neschuller@outlook.com   
Secretary:   Pam Kennedy  garyandpamk@aol.com   
Treasurer:   Lynne Schneider  lynliz@comcast.net   
Christian Education Director: Kate Broz  cube2.0@gmail.com 
Community Relations Director: Jeff Whitehead  mightybadger@aol.com 
Fellowship Director:  Janice Peterson  janicepeterson80@yahoo.com 
Membership/Outreach Director: Tom Clark  tomclark1519@gmail.com 
Properties Director:  Fred Vogt  fvogt417@gmail.com 
Stewardship Director:  Mike Clayson  michaelclayson@gmail.com 
Worship & Music Director:  Chuck Johnson  cdj1014@gmail.com 
Youth Director:   Amy Pabst  aploki@yahoo.com 
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PRE-SCHOOLERS BOOK DRIVE   

 
Hope is partnering with others in the Northwest Suburban Interfaith Council to obtain books for pre-schoolers for 
free dispersal as an aid in literacy, especially among those less fortunate. 
What is the problem??....  
1.  1 in 4 children before kindergarten grow up without learning how to read. 
2.  Students who do not read proficiently by the 3rd grade are more likely to drop out of school.  
3.  Nearly 85% of those in juvenile court cannot read above 4th grade level. 
4.  More than 75% of those in jail cannot read above a 4th grade level. 
5.  By the age of 5 the average child from a low-income family recognizes 9 letters in the alphabet compared to 22 
letters for a child from a middle-class family. 
6. Those children from welfare families who can read at the 4th grade level by 4th grade will have a better than 90% 
chance of graduating high school. 
 

These books will be handed out at food pantries, places of worship and other designated 
facilities for people in need.  
 

We will be empowering these young children through their parent(s) and a means to 
assure them access to the early learning opportunities they deserve. 
 

Please consider donating preschool age appropriate books (new or used) in the box in 
the narthex.  Any book (even religious) will be used.  The collection will continue for a 
month after we re-open the church building. 
 

Thank you. 
 

Jeff Whitehead 
Director, Community Relations 

2020 RELAY FOR LIFE 
WHEN:  JULY 25, 2020 

 
The 2020 RELAY has been cancelled for June, but there will be a physically distant 
mini-Relay on JULY 25, 2020 at 6:00 PM – I will share specific details when they 

are finalized.  Again, even though we are in the midst of COVID-19, that doesn’t mean cancer is still not  
being diagnosed in many, many people, and the current pandemic makes this diagnosis even more scary 
and difficult to manage.   So, if you are able, I am asking that you still make a donation to our Relay team,  
to help those who really need help and support now.  HOPE’s current total is $650.13, so we’re making  
progress!  Remember, you can purchase a luminary in honor or in memory of someone for only $10.00. 
 
Here is the link to the HOPE Lutheran Church Relay Team website:  
https://secure.acsevents.org/site/STR/RelayForLife/RFLCY20NCR?
team_id=2544863&pg=team&fr_id=96963 
 

PLEASE CONTACT ME WITH ANY QUESTIONS YOU MAY HAVE AND THANK YOU! 
 
JANET SIRABIAN 
847-533-8700 

https://secure.acsevents.org/site/STR/RelayForLife/RFLCY20NCR?team_id=2544863&pg=team&fr_id=96963
https://secure.acsevents.org/site/STR/RelayForLife/RFLCY20NCR?team_id=2544863&pg=team&fr_id=96963


“Getting to Know You”-- 
             In an attempt to help us become more familiar with each other…HOPE 

would like to include you in the slide presentations before each ser-
vice. So don’t be surprised if you receive a call from us in the next cou-
ple of months asking some questions. Share something, anything about 
you & your family. Things you like to do…hobbies ( I love to cook & 
burn bonfires)…new things in your life…traditions (e.g.…the Clark fami-
ly eats cake & ice cream for breakfast on birthdays).  

                                  
HEY…anyone interested in a men’s cooking group? Ha       
 
Scouts… 
     A big part of the Scout program is merit badges. These are intended to help the scout grow and develop areas 
of skill & expertise. I will be pulling together a list of merit badges and pass them out. If you have an interest or 
skill set that is related to a badge, we would love you to help.  
 
SPOOKTACULAR 
     Due to the fears & unknowns with Covid-19…we will not hold the SPOOKTACULAR this year.  
 
Beyond events… check out the ideas MOM would like to consider offering its community (and if you think of one 
not listed, let me know so we can add it)…if you have an interest in any of these areas, pls let me know. Thx: 
     *Building a greeter community * Expand Family Ministries * Formulate a new member program * 
     * Sand Volleyball Court * Bonfires * Coffee Nook * Guys cooking group * “Sons of Abraham * 
     * Outdoor Movie night * More? 
                          
                                  MOMs original operating philosophy was as follows: 

 
     To have HOPE be known as a place where all are welcome  

          to learn, explore and grow in the Christian faith 
 

NEW MOM Director…Its a cool role. Neatest aspect of this committee is that it has pretty much free reign (thx to 
Council support) to help define HOPE for the community and HOPEs members.  
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Thanks for all the prayers, cards, emails, phone calls, and kind words after  
my husband, Jerry, passed away. Your many kind expressions will always be 
remembered. I’m blessed to be part of a loving and caring Hope Family. 
 
Karen Meyer 

 
Thank you to my Hope family for the cards, phone calls, and food you provided to me in May 
when I had my emergency appendectomy. I appreciate your thoughtfulness; the hospital was  
the last place I wanted to be at this time.  
Blessings to you, 
Paula Weglarz 



GIFT CARD PROGRAM 
 

DUE TO THE CURRENT UNCERTAINTY  
CONCERNING COVID-19,  

WE ARE GOING TO SKIP THE GIFT CARD ORDER FOR JULY –  
HOPEFULLY THINGS WILL BE MORE NORMAL SOON,  
AND WE WILL PLACE AN ORDER ON AUGUST 2, 2020 

 

Questions?  Give us a call –  
we will be happy to answer them. 

 

Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 -jsirabian@leonettiassoc.com 
 

Gina Vera – 847 -439-0561  - gvera0908@gmail.com 

Thursday evening Men's Study:    

 

       Meetings are now being held via Zoom. 

Contact Tom Clark to participate or for further information. 

Pub Chats 
Wednesday evenings, a couple of times a month,  

on Zoom video meetings 
 

New study for July: “Racism: How Should Christians Respond?” 
 

 
 Decades after the Civil Rights Movement, America is still dealing with racism. The topic of race fills our 
news headlines, our city streets, and even our pulpits. Recognizing the centuries-old mistreatment of  
minority groups, how should Christians respond to racism? Is it possible to respond in sensitive ways 
that actually make a difference? How should our faith inform and transform the way we think about 
race?  
 
 July 1—”Lessons from Martin Luther King Jr.” 
 July 15—”The Big Picture of Racism” 
 July 29: How Should Christians Navigate White Privilege?”  
 
Materials and invitation to the Zoom meeting will be emailed to attendees.   
If you would like to be part of the group, please contact Ann in the church office:  
hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net    

July Membership Anniversaries 

NAME: YEARS AS A MEMBER OF HOPE: 
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Chuck & Joanne Johnson & family 30 

Sean & Tracy McGonagle & family 28 

Bruce & Jennie Pankiewicz & family 28 

Jeff & Jodi Pease & family 22 

Laura Roth & family 29 

John & Mary Lou Waechter & family 32 

mailto:jsirabian@leonettiassoc.com
mailto:gvera0908@gmail.com
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Dear friends, 
 
“Every act of creation is first an act of destruction” Pablo Picasso 
 
There is a lot of work ahead of us. A LOT of work. Adapting to life beset by Covid-19 pandemic (at 
least until a vaccine is developed, available in sufficient quantities for global use, and accepted by 
the majority of people - which is to say that the anti-vaccine movement will impact the Covid-19 
vaccine efficiency in our population) means that social distancing and face-masks and sanitizers  

become part of our new norm. Helping those whose lives have been up-ended by the economic collapse and  
recession will take years, and even then not everyone will overcome the hardships.  As followers of Christ we are 
called to befriend, assist, lift up those who are in need. 
 
These two great problems find themselves connected in history. In Europe during the Plague a common response  
to the presence of the disease in a village was for people to flee to other villages. It is a response that is quite  
predictable, though predictably it only exacerbated the problem as refugees took the fleas that carried the plague 
with them into a new village.  Unpredictably, it was Christians, particularly priests, who remained in a village to care 
for the dying. The Christian response to pandemic and a neighbor’s need is servanthood, the same servanthood that 
led Jesus to Jerusalem and confrontation with the corruption of the Jewish and Roman aristocracy. 
 
This servanthood is the hallmark of Christianity. It should be as visible to the world as kosher is to Judaism, salat is to 
Islam, nirvana is to Hinduism, meditation is to Buddhism. But so very often servanthood in the name of Christ comes 
a distant second to Christian insistence on moral rectitude, if not for self, then certainly for others. Some of the  
hospitals the Church has built remain loosely related to their Christian roots (think Lutheran General Hospital in  
Park Ridge or Christ Hospital in Oak Lawn) but the relationship is thin in this “modern” world.  Christians like you and I 
more faithfully embracing servanthood would go a long way toward redeeming ourselves, our Church, and our world. 
 
“Every act of creation is first an act of destruction” is attributed to Picasso, and hearing it now means that from  
here on out I will have to re-think what I believe about this artist who left behind weird (to me at least) paintings  
and one monstrosity in Daley Plaza in Chicago. Picasso had to destroy the strictures and demands of the world of  
art in order to create a new form of art – cubism. I’ll spare you the details of what I think about cubism (hint:  
Superman’s contest with Bizarro whose home planet was a cube - ???? – what’s with that?) but Picasso had it right 
with life. 
 
So, if we are to more faithfully “create” a Church and a world exemplified by servanthood, we will have some  
demolition to do. And demolishing our culture’s systemic racism will be first order of business. White people, self 
most definitely included, need to begin by listening to our African-American neighbors so that we can begin to see 
our nation as they see it. It will not be a pretty sight. But the same Lord who carried God’s will to Jerusalem and  
Calvary and beyond will carry us through the destruction and creation which will give forth to a new, better day. 
 
As leader of Hope’s contemporary worship Praise Team I have in the past used this newsletter space to speak about  
a song we use in worship. I can’t really think of a song on our play-list that speaks of serving in Christ’s name in this 
way.  And that says a lot about our play-list and the state of the Contemporary Christian Music industry. I think I’ll  
get to work writing a song that does. When it’s ready, maybe you’ll hear about it here, and in worship, be it virtual, 
socially distanced, and/or community-alive. Above all remember that Jesus’ Father is, in the words of another song  
I wrote twenty-years ago – happy anniversary, “God’s Got Your Back!” – our Source, our Destination, and our  
Companion. Pax Christi. 
 
Robert Braband, Contemporary Worship Music Leader 
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This is the new banner in the sanctuary that displays  
Hope’s theme for 2020.   

The banner, like those for the past several years,  
was created by Ann Wood.   

Thanks to Ann for her beautiful work!  

Thanks to Kathy Whitehead for her diligent gardening  
keeping our entrances looking great! 
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1660 Checker Rd. 

Long Grove, IL 60047 

Declare God’s love. 

Do God’s will. 

Dance with the Spirit. 

 

To contact the church office:  hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070. 
 

Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement  
church-wide via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.  
 

To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:  
pmater@aol.com 

Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org  
Join Hope on Facebook by using the link on the website or by searching  
for ‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’ and then clicking on the ‘Like” 
button. The website and Facebook page have updates on events at Hope, 
pictures and other miscellaneous information. 

Sunday Worship on Facebook Live: 
 

HOPE will continue to live-stream our worship services 
each Sunday morning on Facebook live: 

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship, with hymns and sung liturgy 
10:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship, with music from the Praise 

Team 
 

These services will include the reading of the Word, prayers, and a 
message from Pastor Andrews.  

 
The video messages will also remain on the page for later viewing. 
Join us remotely to worship together in these challenging times. 


