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Recently, I have been helping my son 
with restoration and remodeling efforts  
on the 2-flat apartment building that he 
purchased on the north side of Chicago, 
which also includes a basement unit.  
One of the major projects I have been 
struggling with is the removal of calcium 
buildup in the very, very old water pipes 
that supply each of the 3 bathrooms and 
kitchens.  
 

Using an old home remedy recommended 
by a handful of online plumbers, I have 
been pouring vinegar and baking soda 
into the hot water heater repeatedly,  
running this solution through the tired  
ancient pipes and praying for results. Ten 
gallons of vinegar and several boxes of 
baking soda have opened up some of the 
muck from the pipes. But there are still 
several stubborn pipe/faucet combina-
tions that have refused full cleansing. 
Which brought to mind how we often  
react when we first turn over the sin-filled 
blockage of our hearts and put our trust  
in Jesus Christ to cleanse us from our 
sins and unrighteousness. In lieu of our 
calcified state, God creates a clear pipe-
line between us and heaven. This pipeline 
is the channel through which God pours 
His Spirit upon us, strengthening us  
with His love and satisfying us with His 
presence. 
 

But, even so, there’s a repetitive problem. 
Sin still finds a way to clog up the pipe-
line. Whenever we  start to complain, try 
to act out on, or get impatient with results, 
gunk begins building up inside the pipe, 
and we reach for  the vinegar concoction 
again. We complain — more gunk. We 
boast — even more gunk – we desire 
what we shouldn’t -- GUNK. 

The Hopeful 
Hope Lutheran Church                                                                                 
Long Grove, Illinois                                          Pastor Jim Andrews 

The Church office will be CLOSED  
Monday, July 4th 

for the holiday weekend. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Church office Summer Hours: 

9:00 am—1:00 pm 
Monday thru Friday 

Holiday Weekend Worship Schedule 
 
 
 
 
 

July 2nd Saturday Evening Service, 
5:30 Worship  

followed by a picnic dinner,  
if you choose to bring one.  

—————————————- 
Sunday, July 3rd: 

One Traditional Service at 10:00 
In the sanctuary.  
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And before we know it, we’re  
feeling absolutely zero of God’s 
love — nothing of God’s all-
satisfying presence. It is at this 

point that we come face to face with a most-crucial 
question: Will we settle for feeling nothing — and  
try to live our lives purely by commitment and desire? 
Or will we own up to what has occurred — and get 
the pipe unclogged?  The pressing question we need 
to ask is: How can we unclog the pipeline? 
 
Have you ever used vinegar to unclog a pipe?  
Vinegar, combined with baking soda, is a natural 
drain opener that, when you pour it into a drain,  
dissolves the clog so water flows freely—some of  
the time. Using household, organic-type remedies 
can often fail, due to the fact that they are less  
caustic to the pipes, and do not attack the problem 
as strongly. What does that have to do with sin  
clogging my pipeline to God? 
 
When we pour the Bible into our hearts, God works 
by the power of the Holy Spirit to remove the gunk  
of sin in our lives. It’s not instant. Just as vinegar & 
more caustic chemicals — we need to give it time. 
And often, it may need repeated application.  
        
But when we are patient and persevere, we will feel 
the clog start to loosen and then — WHOOSH! — the 
pipe is unclogged, and God’s love pours in. So, how 
does this really work in our faith lives? 

We start by turning to the Father in Jesus’ name, 
confessing our sin to Him, and trusting that because 
of Jesus’ death, we are completely forgiven. Then  
we ask God to empower His Word through the Holy 
Spirit and to unclog the gunk our  pipeline. We do 
this by opening God’s Word — maybe to your next 
scheduled Bible reading, or to whatever passage we 
think might help. We then meditate deeply and 
prayerfully on that passage of Scripture — letting it 
direct us into confession, worship, resolution, or trust. 
(Take your pick according to your situation.) 
 
We then intersperse our reading with cries to God to 
unclog our pipelines — through the work of the 
Spirit’s power — to pour God’s love into our hearts. 
 
Most often, that outpouring happens right then and 
there.  But I have also had times when — in great 
love and wisdom — God has waited awhile longer. 
Nonetheless – in God’s timing — God’s Word will 
unclog the pipeline — and you will once again  
experience God’s loving presence. 
 
So don’t settle for a sin-clogged pipe.  Use the  
solution that clears out all of our problems. God’s 
love – God’s Word – God’s will — flowing through 
God’s Holy Spirit. The clear, unobstructed solution. 
And much sweeter than the smell of vinegar!  
 
Have a summer full of God’s Peace,  
Pastor Jim 
 

(Continued from page 1) 
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GIFT CARD PROGRAM 
 

No specific holiday to showcase this month, but college dorms, school supplies,  
summer road trips, backyard barbecues, supplies for summer garden projects,  
gas cards (yikes!) for road trips – lots of possibilities!!  I encourage you to take a  
good look at the vendor list, and I’m pretty sure that you’ll find a store that you  
frequent where you could use a gift card. 

  

The proceeds from the June and July Gift Cards will be going to the Viator House of Hospitality which is a 
safe house for male immigrants over 18 years old to stay and get support services while they wait for their 
asylum cases to go through the courts, so that they do not have to wait in prison.  I urge you to try using gift 
cards – it’s a great way to help others with no additional cost to you.  Please do not hesitate to ask me or 
Gina if you have any questions at all about the program. 
 

There are hard copies of the Vendor List on the info table at church.  You may call or email either of us or 
Ann and tell us what you want, or you may just write the cards you want on a note and leave it in the box on 
the info table – you do NOT have to use the computer, so don’t let that deter you from ordering.   Be sure 
to include a check made out to HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH with Gift Cards marked in the memo line. 
 

Orders and checks are due by the 1st Sunday of each month and the cards should be available by the  
following Friday.    
 

JULY orders are due on Sunday, JULY 3, 2022.  If you are not comfortable attending church in person yet, 
give us a call.  AND if you are unable to get to church to pick the cards up, we will be happy to deliver them 
to you.   
 
Questions?  Give us a call – we will be happy to answer them. 
 

Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 – janet.sirabian@gmail.com  
Gina Vera – 847 -439-0561 – gvera0908@gmail.com  
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Are you passionate about  

making a difference in the lives of  

people experiencing homelessness?  

 

Are you seeking to share your time and talent 

doing meaningful work  

with an amazing organization?  

 

Do you need to complete volunteer hours?  

 

If so, we invite YOU to join our volunteer team 

at PADS Lake County. 

 

To sign up and learn more about  

our volunteer program contact:  

Julie Kovacs, Shelter Operations Manager  

Phone: 847-689-0541 

Email: jkovacs@padslakecounty.org 

mailto:janet.sirabian@gmail.com
mailto:gvera0908@gmail.com


Thursday evening  
Men's Study:    

 

Meetings will resume in September. 
 

If you are interested in joining, contact Tom Clark: 
tomclark1519@gmail.com 

 

Pub Chats 

Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m., a couple of times a month  
  

 New Location: Vin 90 Kitchen & Bar 
401 Half Day Rd., Buffalo Grove—at the Arboretum Golfcourse 

 
New study starting July 13: Priorities: Tyranny of the Urgent 

 
 

Have you ever wished for a 30 hour day? Every week we leave a trail of unfinished tasks. Unanswered 
letters, unvisited friends and unread books haunt our waking moments. These studies are designed  
to help you put your life back in order by discovering what is really important. Find out what God's  
priorities are for you.  
 
 July 13   Urgent Demands   Exodus 18:13-24 
 July 27   Seeking God’s Priorities  Mark 1:21-39 
 August 10  Another Painful Decision   John 11:17-44 
 August 24   Community Guidance   Acts 5:33-6:7 
 September 7   Life Under New Management 2 Corinthians 5:11-21 
 September 21  The Secret of Success  John 8:26-38 
  
Study books are available in the church office, a $9 donation to cover the cost would be appreciated. 

 If you would like to join the group, please email Ann in the church office:  
hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net 

July Membership Anniversaries 

 
The Book Nook is looking for  
suggestions of books to read for 
the next season starting in the 
fall. 
 
Contact Andie with your ideas: 

Hannah Circle  
will not meet in July.  

 
See you in September.   

 
 

Contact Debbie Duffy:  
Duffyde626@aol.com 

Pastor Jim will resume  

Sunday morning Bible Study in the fall. 

Watch for announcements! 
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NAME: YEARS AS A MEMBER OF HOPE: 
  

Chuck & Joanne Johnson & family 32 

Sean & Tracy McGonagle & family 30 

Bruce & Jennie Pankiewicz & family 30 

Jeff & Jodi Pease & family 24 

Laura Roth & family 31 

John & Mary Lou Waechter & family 34 
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REQUEST YOUR FAVORITE MUSIC! 
 
We know you have favorites! We know there are some of our hymns and contemporary worship 
songs that are especially meaningful for you! Same for us. And we want to include your favorites 
during summer worship this year! 
 
So please tell us: 

• which song you want to sing  
• the Sunday(s) you would prefer to have it scheduled  
• why this song is especially meaningful for you, what it says to 
you, and your permission to include your comments in the worship 
bulletin 
• how we can best contact you to confirm the Sunday your song 
will be included in worship so you can be sure to be with us that 
morning 
 

Music Request Forms are available in the church narthex, and also 
may be downloaded on the worship page of our website: 
http://www.hopelutheran-elca.org/site/cpage.asp?
sec_id=180021331&cpage_id=180111547&slug=Worship 
 
The forms include lists of hymns and songs that we sing regularly, for your reference to help you 
remember your favorites. 

 
Our Church attendance is starting to bloom! 

With the help of the Fellowship Committee and the MOM Committee,   
Mother’s were honored on Mother’s Day,  

we had a Welcome Back Sunday with Coffee and Kringle and 
we were treated to an ice cream social  

after our outdoor Saturday evening service. 
    Good things are happening! Come and see. 

 
 

 People are returning to in person worship. 
We need volunteers for both our services, 8:30 and 10:00. 

We need Lectors, Ushers, Sound board people, Live Stream camera operators,  
                                       Live Stream attendants, projection operators and communion prep and breakdown. 

A simple training session is offered and some of our needs  
are as simple as pushing a button, really.  

Please consider serving in one of these areas.  
Feel free to contact me with questions about serving. 

You can contact Juanita Wundsam at truluci3@gmail.com  
or most likely at the contemporary service, banging on something!  

 
Hebrews 10:24-25 
And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting 
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the 
Day approaching. 

 

http://www.hopelutheran-elca.org/site/cpage.asp?sec_id=180021331&cpage_id=180111547&slug=Worship
http://www.hopelutheran-elca.org/site/cpage.asp?sec_id=180021331&cpage_id=180111547&slug=Worship
mailto:truluci3@gmail.com
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You couldn't miss Hope Lutheran Church in the Buffalo Grove Pride Parade on  
Sunday, June 5th.  Hope's brightly colored shirts, the huge smiles, Hope Lutheran 
Church suckers, a resounding chant, "LOVE EVERYBODY...ALL THE TIME!"   
We were well represented and very well received!   
 
A huge thank you to Pastor Jim, Jeff Whitehead, Chuck Johnson, Nick, Cheryl and Rory 
Gilbert, Juanita Wundsam, Sharon Anderson, Sue Chee, Don Eggert, Lynne Schneider, 
Karen Palmer, Michelle Greaney, Ann Wood, Gina Vera, Mason, Isaac, Samantha and 
Nate Schuller and Bruce Pankiewicz.  You guys showed the thousands of spectators 
that we are a loving and welcoming church. 

 
If you didn't join us this year, please mark your calendar for June 4th, 2023!   
For anyone who would still like to purchase a Hope Lutheran Church t-shirt, 
we have 1 Medium and 1 XL left.  The cost of the shirts is $18.  Please let 
me know if you are interested. 
 
Stay Blessed, 
Jennie Pankiewicz 

 Dual Citizenship 
 
For Christianity and democracy to work, both need responsible citizens. Consider what happens to a republic when  
its citizens won’t run for public office, won’t vote, won’t work for the common good, duck paying taxes and mistreat  
others. Now consider what happens when Christians won’t volunteer at the church, won’t give, won’t practice their 
faith, won’t love their neighbors. Both our country and our faith need sincere practitioners. Nationally, we need a  
citizenry committed to making the ideals of liberty the practices of life in America. Christianity needs followers of  
Jesus committed to making the ideals of God’s kingdom the practices of daily life. 

This is not an either-or situation. Christians everywhere are citizens of two countries, one on earth and one in eternity. 
The kingdom of God is not yet fully come, but it’s already in effect. Our two citizenships can neither be fully united  
nor fully separated. We cannot withdraw from the world and pretend we are somehow dwelling only in the kingdom  
of God now; nor can we simply embrace the world and assume earthly governments fulfill God’s will. Those are  
extremes, and they are unbiblical. 

—from a sermon by Stan Purdum 
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BEING KIND = BEING HAPPY = BEING LOVED  
 
On June 4th we had a wonderful Hope Church Reunion. There were 
almost 60 people who attended and there were smiles everywhere. 
Nate put it this way, “You can see the love in this room.” We had many 
former members attend including:  

 
 Pam Block 1-1-90   Judy Hays 9-1-95  
 Nick Tsiakals 5-1-99  Joe and Tyke Tsiakals 5-1-99  
 Sally Miller 12-04-07  Don and Jan Koerner 6-15-01  
 Mike and Judy Tetour  Diana and Steve Schmid 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Talking about the Hope Lutheran Church’s history and what is going on today was really  
inspirational to all. (A personal note to the Hope Reunion Committee—Don Eggert, Shirley Singer, 
Lynne Schneider, Gloria and Dale Heilman, Fred Vogt, Pastor Andrews and Laura Andrews-your 
work on this Reunion was much appreciated)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMFORT AND REACH OUT TO A FRIEND  
WHO MIGHT NEED A KIND WORD  

 
The new Hope Lutheran Church directory is now out. You can download it from a PDF or there are 
hard copies at church. We hope we got it all right! Thank you to the Council members that reached 
out to everyone to get the updated information. And also Ann for putting it together for us.  
 

ALWAYS OPEN DOORS AND YOUR HEART  
 
Membership at Hope is the heart of our family of God. We are going to be reaching out to anyone 
who would like to become a member. Please contact Pastor Andrews or Ann and we will be happy 
to invite you to a new members class. Looking forward to having our congregation grow.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 
 
 
7:30 pm AA 
 
8:00 pm White 
Stone Church 

2 
8:00 a.m.  Men’s 
Breakfast—Billy’s 
Pancake House 
 
5:30 pm Outdoor 
Worship 

3 

10:00 am One 
Worship Service 

4 5 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Praise 
Team 

6 7 8 
 
 
7:30 pm AA 
 
8:00 pm White 
Stone Church 

9 

10 11 
 
3:30 pm Bell 
Choir 
 
6:30 pm Church 
Council 

12 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Praise 
Team 

13 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Pub 
Chat at Vin 90 

14 15 
 
 
7:30 pm AA 
 
8:00 pm White 
Stone Church 

16 
8:00 a.m.  Men’s 
Breakfast—Billy’s 
Pancake House 

17 18 
 
3:30 pm Bell 
Choir 

19 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Praise 
Team 

20 21 22 
 
 
7:30 pm AA 
 
8:00 pm White 
Stone Church 

23 

24 25 
 
3:30 pm Bell 
Choir 

26 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Praise 
Team 

27 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Pub 
Chat at Vin 90 

28 29 
 
 
7:30 pm AA 
 
8:00 pm White 
Stone Church 

30 

31       

 

Sunday Worship Schedule:   
      at Church and on Facebook 
 

8:30 am  Traditional Worship 
10:00am Contemporary Worship 

 

  1:00 pm  Church of Eternal Hope 
  4:00 pm  White Stone Church 



1660 Checker Rd. 

Long Grove, IL 60047 

www.hopelutheran-elca.org 

Declare God’s love. 

Do God’s will. 

Dance with the Spirit. 

 

To contact the church office:  hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070. 
 

Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement  
church-wide via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.  
 

To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:  
pmater@aol.com 

Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org  
Join Hope on Facebook by using the link on the website or by searching  
for ‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’ and then clicking on the ‘Like” 
button. The website and Facebook page have updates on events at Hope, 
pictures and other miscellaneous information. 

 

Worship Schedule: 

Join us in person or remotely, to worship together. 

HOPE will continue to live-stream our worship services on Facebook live. 

The video messages will also remain on the page for later viewing. 

 

Sunday mornings: 

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship, with hymns and sung liturgy 

10:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship, music with the Praise Team 

 


