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The past couple of weeks I've been 
re-reading Dietrich Bonhoeffer's  
classic work on community:  
Life Together. This little book is a 
treasure chest of riches, full of gems 
on the meaning and purpose of 
Christian community. A favorite  
section of mine is where Bonhoeffer 
talks about members of a Christian 
community being "a source of  
incomparable joy and strength to  
the believer.” What Bonhoeffer writes 
in this section unpacks and applies 
what that actually means as we  
love and care for each other in  
the context of deep, authentic  
community. I’d like us to consider 
what Bonhoeffer's words mean for 
our church community groups, our 
friendships, and our interaction after 
we gather for worship on Sundays? 
  

“…if there is so much blessing  
and joy even in a single encounter  
of brother with brother, how  
inexhaustible are the riches that 
open up for those who by God’s  
will are privileged to live in the  
daily fellowship of life with other 
Christians!” “…It is easily forgotten 
that the fellowship of Christian  
brethren is a gift of grace, a gift of 
the Kingdom of God that any day 
may be taken from us, that the time 
that still separates us from utter  
loneliness may be brief indeed. 
Therefore, let him who until now has 
had the privilege of living a common 
Christian life with other Christians 
praise God’s grace from the bottom 
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2018 

 

Each Sunday: 
8:30 am Traditional Worship 

10:00 am Contemporary Worship 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 27 Memorial Day Weekend and 
Sept 2 Labor Day Weekend: 

One service at 10:00 am 

 
 
 
 
 
 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

 
SHIPWRECKED, Rescued by Jesus 

 
June 18-22 from 6pm until 8:30pm  

 
Bible stories, Games, Crafts, 

Songs, and Snacks   
 
Registration forms will be available 
in the Narthex soon.   
 
Adult and Youth volunteers are  
essential for  our success; a sign-up 
sheet will be posted.  
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Opportunities to serve in our community this summer 

 

We will be scheduling one-day service projects through the Fuller Center in Waukegan to help those in need. 
 

Projects will include: 

• Community Farm, producing fresh food—gardening projects 

• Home refurbishing—demo, drywall, painting, etc. 

• A wood shop is being developed for wood-working projects 
 

Watch for announcements of dates and times to volunteer to help! 

of his heart. Let him thank God on his knees and declare: It is grace, nothing but grace, that we are allowed 
to live in community with Christian brethren.” 
 

One of the most poignant sentences in all Bonhoeffer’s writings comes early in Life Together: “The believer 
need not feel any shame when yearning for the physical presence of other Christians, as if one were still 
living too much in the flesh.” I cannot read this without my heart jumping ahead and seeing Dietrich in  
prison. Even the slightest contact with spiritual or biological family gave him great joy. Throughout most of 
the prolonged hours between such contacts he was, in the words of his poem Who am I?, “Restless,  
yearning, sick, like a caged bird, struggling for life breath, as if I were being strangled.” 
 

In Life Together he is writing about the experiences of the Finkenwalde underground seminary he had  
established. It was a blending of school, church, monastery, and mission base. When I think of our  
churches, I realize how fortunate we are that we do not have to worship in secrecy as this seminary  
had to under the reign of Adolph Hitler in Nazi Germany. Our worship experience seems a glaring contrast 
to what Bonhoeffer and the seminarians experienced: their lives were bound in koinonia, real fellowship in 
which their very lives depended on each other’s support. 
 

We have been blessed with a country that allows us to worship freely, yet often times, even though our 
hearts yearn to know and to be known by our Lord and by one another, we tend to back away. What holds 
us back from deeper fellowship? 
 

I know the commonly given reason: We’re too busy. I’m not sure that I entirely buy that. I’m not saying that 
our lives aren’t ridiculously busy much of the time, but we still have the ability to prioritize. We have often 
manufactured busyness as a means of evading the very thing we most deeply want—loving and being 
loved. We fear being disappointed, let down, rejected.  We are underestimating the capacity for love and 
grace which our Lord has given to each of us. So we don’t open up because we fear our imperfect hearts 
won’t be respected and backing away from our church community seems like the easiest thing to do. 
And just as commonly, I believe, we underestimate what our love and care could mean to another person. 
We don’t reach out because we fear our love won’t matter. 
Bonhoeffer taught his students not just to devote time each day to concentrate on opening themselves to 
the Spirit of God in private times of meditation but to open themselves to one another in confession. But 
such matters were fit into a broader context of living together, studying together, worshiping and singing 
together, and playing together. Still, who better to confess our transgressions and imperfect longings to 
than another brother or sister in Christ? 
 

This summer we will be spending some time experiencing what Life Together looks like for us as a  
Christian community as we explore Bonhoeffer’s teachings on how to grow stronger in Christian  
community. This theme will be a part of our worship, our fellowship, and our service to our outer  
community. I encourage you to be with us each week as we go deeper into what community means  
for us at Hope both corporately and individually and how the embracing of community will impact our  
future as we grow in faith and love to our neighbors, both within and without our church community. I  
believe that as we grow in faith and love and togetherness, so will our community grow. 
 

God’s blessings to you. Have a safe and enjoyable summer, growing in faith and community in the light of 
Christ’s love!  
Pastor Jim 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Dear Friends, 
 

As I think about my monthly column in the Hopeful, and what is on my mind  

this month, it can be summarized by a feeling of gratitude. I am grateful for  

our Community of Hope. I am grateful for the friendships I have in this  

congregation and the way we step in when one of us needs help. 
 

Gratitude is defined as “the quality of being thankful; readiness to show  

appreciation for and return kindness”. There are so many people doing so  

many wonderful things in our conversation. They are helping with the service, 

making behind the scenes preparations, organizing events such as the Steak 

Dinner and silent auction, hosting the Ladies’ Luncheon, planning the Pig 

Roast, putting together a Relay for Life team. They are quietly organizing food 

and supplies for those in need and those who are homeless.  They are planning events, reaching out to  

the community and planning for increased membership. They are planning mission trips, youth activities, 

children’s education, confirmation, caring for the building, beautifying the landscape, managing the  

finances, providing music, organizing the service, running the projection and so much more.  
 

The second part of this definition “…readiness to show appreciation for and return kindness” hit home for 

me. What else could I be doing to show my gratitude and appreciation for all that is going on at Hope? I 

could be helping with the service, counting money, hosting Hannah Circle, cooking meals for shut-in people, 

reaching out to those struggling with depression. I could help cook, usher, serve communion. I could be a 

greeter and help on one of many active committees.  
 

As I challenge myself to “show appreciation and return kindness to our community of HOPE, who will join 

me? Are you ready and willing but haven’t found the right opportunity? Have an interest, but don’t know  

who to ask? CALL ME! I can help! Let’s branch out and help each other—volunteer for something at Hope  

in the spirit of gratitude for our beautiful congregation and love of each other. If someone calls and asks  

for your help, prayerfully consider saying YES! Bravely branch out and consider serving in a way that may  

not be in your immediate comfort level. I will be doing the same! 
 

A big THANK YOU to all who are lovingly spending your time and energy in service to HOPE and the  

community around us. You are sincerely appreciated, and we are ALL grateful for you. 
 

 Blessings, 

Renee Clark 

HOPE Lutheran Congregational President 

847.612.0027 

 

 

“Christians and Muslims are brothers and sisters.  Those who claim to  

believe in God must also be men and women of peace.”  ~Pope Francis. 

 

Brothers and sisters, our theme for this year is Community.  What better way to help create true  

community than by meeting with a Muslim sister, to discuss our respective faiths and gain better  

understanding?  This opportunity will occur on June 10, 2018 after our second service (approximately 

11:00 am) when Shaheen Kahn of the organization Daughters of Abraham will be at our Church to  

meet and chat with all of us.  Ms. Kahn will answer questions that many of us may have about Islam, 

with a view toward promoting brotherhood and peace between the faiths. 

 

This is a rare opportunity to have a frank and friendly conversation about the differences between  

Christianity and Islam, but more importantly, the similarities.   

Please make plans to be present for this event. 



News from the Northwest Suburban Interfaith Council 

“Knock Your Socks Off”: Our second annual collection for men’s, women’s 

and children’s new socks for distribution to our homeless neighbors in the 

Northwest Suburbs.  Please help fill the collection box in the narthex during 

April and May!  

 

 

5th annual I-walk against hunger on Sunday, June 24, 2018: A family walk from St.  Mary Parish to Hope 

Lutheran Church and back. Refreshments are served at Hope Lutheran. All donations collected go to assist 

our food pantries.   

How can you help?  Volunteer at Hope Lutheran Church (the halfway point) that afternoon  

Set up 

Greeter 

Distribution of refreshments 

Photography 

Clean up 

Please contact Amy Pabst at 224-334-1003 or aploki@yahoo.com if you would like to help.  If you can’t walk or help, 

please consider a monetary gift to Northwest Suburban Interfaith Council with I-Walk in the memo line / on the  

envelope (if cash).   

Thank you! 
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Save the date –  

September 9, 2018 for our annual Pig Roast. 

To contact the church office:  hopelutheran- elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070. 
 

Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement  
church-wide via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.  
 

To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:  
pmater@aol.com 
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Youth Retreat:  
Hope’s Youth Retreat is coming up soon.  We would 
love to have your youth join us! 
Who: Hope’s Youth - incoming 8th graders through 
seniors in high school 
When:   June 8 at 3 PM (leave church) through June 
10 (return to church by 11 AM) 
Where:   Covenant Harbor Bible Camp and Retreat  
  Center 
 1724 W Main St. 
 Lake Geneva, WI 53147 
 262-248-3600 
 www.covenantharbor.org   
What: 
• "3 squares a day” (meals provided) + snacks 
• team building with low ropes course 
• camp fire and s’mores 
• outdoor activities - paint ball sling shot course, beach/swimming, laser tag or banana 

boat (provided sufficient # of youth join us) 
• movie 
• devotions 
• arts and crafts 
• gymnasium 
• free time  
Why: We want our youth to feel loved and encouraged to grow in their faith 
Cost: $125 per youth 
 Please contact us if you have any questions, 
  Amy Pabst aploki@yahoo.com 
  Pam Kennedy pamela.puttfarcken@abbvie.com 
  Tom Meyer tom.meyer.tmr@gmail.com 

Church Office Summer Hours 
Memorial Day through Labor Day 

Monday—Friday   9:00 am—1:00 pm 



      

MOM Committee May summary 

*********************************************************************************** 

 

DAD’s Day Bash…SATURDAY June 16 12-@2:00 PM…come have fun with DAD…& it’s FREE for ALL 

LOTS of fun things…activities including a  

               45’ alligator slip & slide                                      hockey puck target shoot 

               36” foam horseshoes                                            15’ Inflatable Target ball toss  

               Over-sized Whiffle Home Run Derby               H20 Balloon toss 

   Paint Tattoos (2 artists)…….. FREE Food…hotdogs, drinks, deserts 

 

                   So please come & invite neighbors, family & friends.  
 

                                                                         VOLUNTEERS… 

Could really use some help. Would like 2 folks per activity just to make sure everyone gets his/her turn…. We will also 

make sure that the volunteers will have the time to interact & have fun 

 

********************************************************************************** 

So, beyond the 4 fun community events, MOM is guiding some additional initiatives.  

        Greeter Ministry 

             Would like a couple of folks to help us determine how we shall greet visitors to HOPE.  

        Younger Adults 

             For many young adults, Sunday morning is not an option for them to attend church…in fact,  

            there may be alternatives to a traditional church service that might be appealing. Worshiping  

            with other faiths, interacting with less fortunate communities with food & caring. Check out the     

            “Irving  underpass" …feeding those without regular resources for food…so many more…” 

        Narthex 

            Decorate or accessorize the narthex so it reflects the 60-70 ministries HOPE offers. We are  

           looking for folks who are either professionals or have a special talent in decorating/ interior design  

           to help guide us through the process 

         .  

If any of these things interest you, please call TC 847-946-3604.  

Future Meetings:    May 29 (Tuesday)…June 11 (Monday)…June 16 EVENT 

    Regularly schedule meetings on SECOND Monday before council…start 6:00 

 

Thx TC 
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Your Worship & Music Committee is pleased to announce that the theme for  

our upcoming Summer Services is "Community."  This is in keeping with  

Congregational President Renee Clark's proposal for our ongoing theme for 

2018-2019, and the services will be based on Dietrich Bonhoeffer's book  

"Life Together" and several study guides based on the book.  Over the summer, 

we plan to look into many of Bonhoeffer's beliefs and recommendations for  

living together in Christian Community, and discuss how we can implement 

those ideas in our own lives, as well as reaching out to the Community around 

us in love and faith.  Any one who is interested can find the study guides by 

Googling "Ekklesia Life Together" and choosing the pdf document of the 

same name, and by Googling  "vintagenc.com/wp-content/uploads" and  

                                                  choosing the pdf document entitled "A Study on the Christian Life."   

                                                  We hope to see you all there! 

http://vintagenc.com/wp-content/uploads
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Registration for this summer’s Mission Trip is open online at  

http://lcgoodshepherd.com/interfaith-mission-trip.html 

 

Register online and 

Sign up on the sheet on the bulletin board in the hallway to let us know that you plan to attend! 
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Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org  
Join Hope on Facebook by using the link on the website or by searching 
for ‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’ and then clicking on the 
‘Like” button. The website and Facebook page have updates on events 
at Hope, pictures and other miscellaneous information. 

This newsletter article is a bittersweet one for us to write.  You see, four of us long-

time committee members are stepping down. This fantastic journey we’ve been 

traveling on, some for more than 17 years, has brought us to a resting stop where 

we will jump off and let some new drivers behind the wheel. 

 

Ken Kring has been an active member of Hope’s Youth Committee for 6 years  

serving as a Sunday School teacher, committee planner, mentor, and friend to 

Hope’s young people.  However, most important Ken has truly been, “the best 

chaperone ever!”  Ken’s patience was truly a virtue at High School lock-ins,  

summer and winter retreats, Six Flags and every other event where squirrely High 

Schoolers might need roping in.  The biggest kid on the dodgeball court and the 

best at making sweat angels after jumping on the trampolines just “to show the 

kids he could get his heart-rate up.”  Ken’s goal, always, was to teach our youth 

that if they started to veer off the right path, how to get themselves back onto the right path and how to become the 

best possible versions of themselves they could be.  And for this, so many of them will always be thankful for Ken. 

 

Jennie Pankiewicz hopped aboard the Youth Committee about 10 years ago.  Her role began as just a planning member 

but then grew into a chaperone and High School Sunday School teacher. After working ten years in youth ministry for 

grade schoolers, she wandered into the High School classroom one Sunday morning and the passion of High School 

youth ministry picked her up and plunked her right down in the middle of a huge youth group that loved spending time 

together, no matter what the event was.  A mother-figure, a listening ear, a cheerleader and a confidant to so many 

teens over the years, Jennie found her passion in working with High School youth.  Praying with and for Hope’s young 

people to become confident adults who seek God daily is what she hopes all have taken away from being a part of 

Hope’s Youth Group. 

 

Juanita Wundsam, or really, Auntie Juan as she’s truly known.  How do you describe someone who has given 17+ years 

to nurturing and caring for the youth of Hope?  Mission Trips across the country, countless lock-ins, retreats (both  

summer and winter), more mid-week programs than she can remember the names of.  Unbelievable creativity when it 

came to preparing and presenting bible lessons to help grow the faith of Hope’s youth.  Years of training only served as 

a guide; Auntie Juan used her God-given talent to be a youth ministry leader. The respect and love she has always shown 

the youth still comes back to her tenfold.   

 

Those of us stepping down will cherish our years in Youth Ministry but know that we leave this group in great hands!  

“SOMETIMES THE HARDEST THING AND THE RIGHT THING ARE THE SAME” -The Fray 

 

Finally, the young people who traveled through Hope’s Youth Group had the pleasure of building relationships with Ken, 

Jennie, Juanita and also Debbie Duffy who we talked about in our last newsletter article.  This is not an end, but a new 

beginning for Hope’s Youth Group.  Amy Pabst and Pam Kennedy have jumped on to help Tom Meyer who continues to 

steer the Hope’s Youth Group.  Please welcome these newcomers and pray for them as they begin their journey down 

this wild and wonderful road. 

 

To Reach a Generation, 

Hope’s Youth Committee 

Debbie Duffy, Pam Kennedy, Ken Kring, Tom Meyer, Amy Pabst, Jennie Pankiewicz, Juanita Wundsam 

 



.   BOOK NOOK 

 
Looking for a good summer book?   
These are the upcoming selections on the Book Nook’s schedule: 
 
September: “Nineteen Minutes” by Jodi Picoult 
October:     “The Home for Unwanted Girls” by Joanna Goodman 
November:  “Paradise” by Mark Cahill 
December:   TBD (brunch & movie) 
January:     “The Sisters of Sugarcreek” by Cathy Liggett 
February:   “People of the Book” by Geraldine Brooks 
March:       “Sensible Shoes” by Sharon Garlough Brown 
April:         “The Ninth Hour” by Alice McDermott 
May:          Annual Breakfast and Book Selection for next year. 
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2018 RELAY FOR LIFE  

WHEN: SATURDAY, JUNE 9, 2018 – 3:00 PM to 10:00 PM  

WHERE: TWIN GROVES MIDDLE SCHOOL  

 

 

 

There are only 3 weeks left until RELAY, so mark your calendars for June 9th!!  

We have had several people sign up for our team recently (THANK YOU!!), but I am hoping that more of 

you will join us. We have also had several donations, and I want to thank those donors who have helped 

our team reach the $1,500 mark, but I hope we can boost that total in the next 3 weeks.  We are #9 in 

fundraising at this point and I would love to see us in the top 5!! This is such a worthwhile cause and a 

fun event as well. There will be activities and entertainment throughout the event, so please plan to join 

us for some fellowship and to connect with our community and serve others as well. If you are unable to 

attend the event, please consider making a donation in honor or in memory of someone touched by this 

disease. If you cannot make a donation, please say a prayer for our team and for all those affected by 

this disease.  
 

If you have a scheduling conflict, please do not feel it is necessary for you to be there for the entire 

event. We will be just as happy to see you for 15 minutes as for the entire event. Perhaps you would like 

to join to support and raise funds in honor of a friend or family member battling cancer. You might want 

to join to honor someone and raise funds in memory of someone who has lost that battle.  

Here is the link to the HOPE Lutheran Church Relay Team website:  

http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR?fr_id=89095&pg=team&team_id=2280853 
 

PLEASE JOIN OUR TEAM FOR A FUN NIGHT AND A VERY WORTHWHILE CAUSE – PLEASE FEEL FREE TO 

CONTACT ME WITH ANY QUESTIONS YOU MAY HAVE.  

JANET SIRABIAN 847-537-7926 

Grounds for Hope Café 
Sunday Morning Adult Education  

Will return in September 
Watch for details! 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/5/54/American_Cancer_Society_Relay_For_Life_Logo.png
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GIFT CARD PROGRAM  

Father’s Day – Graduations – Confirmations – Weddings  

The possibilities are endless!!!  

There are hard copies of the Vendor List on the info table at church. If you are  

unable to be at church on the day the orders are due, you may call or email either 

of us or Ann and tell us what you want, or you may just write the cards you want on 

a note and leave it in the box on the info table –  

you do NOT have to use the computer, so don’t let that deter you from ordering.  

Be sure to include a check made out to HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH with Gift Cards 

marked in the memo line.  

May orders are due on  

Sunday, June 3, 2018  

The cards should be in by the following Friday.  

Questions? Give us a call – we will be happy to answer them.  

Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 - jsirabian@leonettiassoc.com  

Gina Vera – 847 -439-0561 – gvera0908@gmail.com 

 

 

Bible Study/Small Group Questionnaires 
 

 

 

 

 

We are presently exploring some alternate 

times and platforms for creating new small 

groups, for Bible Study or for gathering with others who share the same 

hobby or special interest.  
 

Questionnaires are available on the website or in the church narthex. 
 

If you are interested, please fill it out so that we can determine the most convenient times, places to meet, 

Women’s Weekend  
Coffee Break 

 

Saturday, June 23—10:00 am 
At Walker Brothers 
825 Dundee Rd. 
Arlington Heights 

Please join us for food and fellowship! 

 

MEN’S THURSDAY NIGHT GROUP 

 

We will be viewing videos in a 

6 part series called  

“Kingdom Man” which is 

about helping men reach their  

God-given potential. 
 

   Thursday evenings…. 

 6:30-7:30… 

  great food… 

   great discussions 
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1660 Checker Rd. 

Long Grove, IL 60047 

www.hopelutheran-elca.org 

Declare God’s love. 

Do God’s will. 

Dance with the Spirit. 

 

Starting June 3— 

Summer Sunday Worship: 

 

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship Service  

10:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service 

 

Sunday School/Grounds for Hope Café will not meet in the 

summer—see you in September! 

 

Memorial Day Weekend Sunday Worship:
  

Sunday, May 27 

10:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service 


