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Although the Old Testament says that 

Jesus would be born in Bethlehem and 

gives reference to His hometown  of 

Nazareth, nobody gave that a 

thought  as they listened to Him 

preach God’s word  and do many  

miracles. The people expected a 

“king” as their Savior—but Jesus 

had “no stately form or majesty”.   

Jesus’ “appearance” did not attract 

anyone to Him.    
 

What is it about Jesus that you are 

most attracted to? Too often we are 

attracted to Jesus for all the wrong  

reasons. Jesus drives home this point 

with the words, "If anyone would come 

after me, they must deny themselves, 

and take up their cross and follow 

me." (Mark 8:34) And then, Jesus  

added one of the most mystical  

teachings he ever spoke: "Whoever 

tries to save their life will lose it; and 

whoever loses their life for me and for 

the Gospel will save it" (v. 35). In other 

words, we spend nearly our entire  

existence concerning ourselves with 

ourselves. If truth be told, our daily 

lives are hardly affected by an aware-

ness and appreciation for Jesus' death 

on the cross.  
 

Jesus is confronting the issue of  

priorities in our lives. What priority 

does the cross have in our experience 

of worship? Is the cross the most  

important message in our Scripture 

reading? In telling others about what it 

means to be a Christian do we dwell on 
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The Hopeful 

Hopeful Newsletter News! 
Please Read! 

 
Starting with the April issue, the 
Hopeful Newsletter will be  
distributed differently. 
 
The newsletter will be emailed to 
everyone on the congregational 
email list.  This will be your  
primary method to receive each 
month’s new issue of the Hopeful. 
 
Printed copies of the newsletter 
will still be produced and available 
for pick-up in the church narthex.  
However, these copies will no  
longer be automatically mailed to 
those on the mailing list. 
 
If you are unable to pick up a copy 
at the church but still wish to  
receive a mailed printed copy, 
please contact Ann in the church 
office. 
 
The Hopeful Newsletter will also 
continue to be available on the 
church website. 
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Grounds for Hope Café  
Getting to know God means getting to know ourselves. Come join us each  
Sunday morning during Lent, during our Grounds for Hope study time  
as we learn that the more we know who God is the more we know who we are. 
The Gospel of John records several declarations of Jesus known as the "I Am" 
sayings. This 7-week study is designed to explore each of those sayings and will 
help you find and form an answer to the most essential question in the Christian 
faith, "Who do you say I am?" 
One by one, Jesus' statements grab our imagination, and reveal more about his identity and purpose, and 
connect us to the God of Moses, who spoke the first "I Am." These significant yet ordinary images (bread, 
light, shepherd, vine, and more) give us insightful ways to experience Jesus and point us to a God who 
wants to be known. Please join us as we make this study an integral part of our Lenten journey.  

the cross? As our primary motivation to help others, are we empowered by the cross? Is our financial support  

of Hope's mission and ministry made possible by the cross? We are reminded of St. Paul's teaching in  

1 Corinthians, "Christianity is Christ crucified." But does what Christ endured for us on the cross to achieve  

our eternal salvation have any impact on how our faith is lived out? 
 

Each year during Lent we are given ample opportunity to dwell in the shadow of the cross, the place where we 

are compelled to experience abundant remorse and repentance for the greatest sacrifice this world has ever 

known. What we often forget, though, is the immense suffering that Jesus took on for us—for sins he had no part 

in. It is at this time that we truly could use a refresher as to how significant Christ’s suffering was, and just how 

much he must love all of us to be willing to carry through this plan of salvation to its climatic end. 
 

It is often, yet most frequently at this time of year, that I am reminded of the depiction of Christ’s suffering in the 

movie, The Passion of the Christ, produced and directed by Mel Gibson. At the time of its release in 2004, there 

was much controversy over anti-semitism, historical accuracy, and most particularly, over the significantly  

graphic violence depicted in the scourging and crucifixion scenes. In an interview given at the time of the  

movie’s release, Gibson was asked why he chose to depict these scenes in such a graphic manner. He  

explained, “The audience has to suffer to understand it.” He continued to say that he actually scaled back  

on some of the violence, “because to show it in all of its reality would be too hard to take.” From his point of  

view, “The sacrifice was the most important thing. Without it, there would be nothing. Without it, it would be  

all about world conquest—a king coming in power to rule over his subjects. Instead we receive the fruition of  

the Incarnation, the Message—all those things.” His greatest hope in making the film was that it would cause  

a profound change in those experiencing it. 
 

I am not in any way an advocate for violence, but I will say that when I first witnessed this film I was stunned—and 

then I wept. I was overwhelmed by what Jesus Christ’s mission was for us and that he would knowingly suffer so 

much to carriy it out. Why would he want to bother with us? And now, 2000 years later, why still would he want to 

bother with us? The question is, do we even care, and if so, how much do we care? Do we care enough to carry 

our own cross, and to make a few sacrifices for others? Do we care enough to tell others about this amazing  

sacrifice that Jesus made for them as well?     
                                                                                               

If your faith has cooled off a bit, maybe to the point that what happens in the lives of others has little significance 

to you or maybe you don’t seem to have the time to pay attention because you feel so overwhelmed by the pace 

of your life, I urge you to slow down and take a moment out of each busy day. If only for 5 minutes, consider the 

great sacrifice that was made on your behalf. Then if you can, increase your time to 10 minutes, and then maybe 

15. Spend some time reflecting on what Jesus has done for you. Not in 5 minutes. Not even in 10 or 15 

minutes—but most especially in the final 16 or so hours of his life. From his arrest to his very last breath on the 

cross, meditate on that, pray on that, then give praise to God that God would even care enough to make this kind 

of unbelievable sacrifice for you. Thank God for loving you so much—and then love God right back. And then go 

love your neighbor as much as you love yourself—no, more than you love yourself. Because that’s how much  

Jesus loves you. 

I’ll be praying for you, Pastor Jim 

(Continued from page 1) 
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The season of Lent continues through the month of March, and includes many opportunities to join us in 
Worship. 
 

The general theme of all Lenten Worship Services, both Sundays and Wednesdays, will be “Signs of 
Lent.” We will examine various signs we see along the roads that tell us what to do, and how signs 
along the way on our Lenten journey show us the way to Christ. 
 
 

And, coloring posters are back! We are continuing our project started last year, featuring drawings of 
the Stations of the Cross.  Stick around before or after worship to contribute your artistic skills. 
 

 
 
Worship Schedule: 
 
Regular Sunday morning worship at 8:30 and 11:00 
 
Wednesday night Lenten Dinners March 7, 14, & 21 at 6:00 pm 
Services following dinner at 7:00 pm. 
 
Maundy Thursday Worship March 29 at 7:00 pm 
 
Good Friday Worship March 30 at 7:00 pm 
 
Easter Sunday April 1 Regular Sunday worship at 8:30 and 11:00 
 
 
Miss a service?  You can hear the sermon from our website at  
hopelutheran-elca.org  

Dear Friends, 

 

The month of March and the season of Lent is always a mixed bag for me. While the grass  

is brown, the sky is gray, and here in Chicago, it can be below zero or over 50 degrees. As  

the weather is uncertain, I am often uncertain of the contribution I am making to those in  

my own life.  This is the time of year I find myself thinking about what kind of person I  

want to be. It’s a time for self-reflection--what kind of wife, mother, friend am I? What do  

I need to do to improve myself, and how can I make a more meaningful impact on those  

around me? And I find myself asking some of those very same questions from the  

perspective of our congregation. What kind of friend, neighbor, community member are we?  

 

I am grateful to be sharing in this Lenten time of self-reflection with our community of Hope. As we prepare for 

Easter, and as we approach Spring, I feel HOPEFUL and optimistic about the direction of our church and the impact 

that we are making and will continue to make on the Community around us. Hope for the present. Hope for the fu-

ture. Hope for each member of this congregation and our families—Hope for us All. 

 

Love, Renee  



Fellowship News 

Watch for the sign-up in the narthex for “Ladies Spring Fling” luncheon on April 21, 

2018  

 

Please join us for Lenten suppers on Wednesday evenings at  

6 o’clock.  We enjoy great food and fellowship.  

 

Easter Breakfast will be served again this year between the worship  

services.  More information to follow  next  month. 

Shirley Singer – Fellowship Director 

At the recent Annual Congregational Meeting, a survey was taken to discern the congrega-
tion’s wishes on whether or not to serve alcoholic beverages at Hope events.   

The results of the survey: 
 
 6—Opposed 
 5—Somewhat Opposed 
10 –Undecided 
11—Somewhat Favor 
32—Favor 
 

The Church council would like to continue this discussion and have scheduled a  
Town-Hall meeting  

for all interested members. 
This meeting will be held on  

March 11  
following the late worship service, at about noon. 

 
Please plan to attend and share your views! 
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At the Annual congregational Meeting on January 28, we  
elected several new people to positions on the Church Council. 
Thanks to all who stepped forward to serve. 
 
 
The Church Council members are: 

 
President:   Renee Clark 

Vice President:   Lynne Schneider 
Secretary:   Pam Kennedy 
Treasurer:   Jeff Anderson 

Christian Education Director:   Paul Lugthart 
Community Relations Director:   Amy Pabst 

Fellowship Director:   Shirley Singer 
Mission/Outreach/Membership Director:   Tom Clark 

Properties Director:   Fred Vogt 
Stewardship Director:   Jim Hoesly 

Worship and Music Director:   Chuck Johnson 
Youth Director:   Tom Meyer 
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Bible Study Small Group Questionnaire 
 

We are presently exploring some alternate times and platforms for  

creating new Bible Study small groups. If you would, please answer  

the following questions so that we can determine the most convenient 

times, places to meet, special interests and types of study that you  

might most enjoy. 

 

Name:_____________________________________ 

 

Email:_____________________________________ 

 

 

1. Time(s) of day     2. Best day(s) available              3. Frequency of meeting 

 

morning ____       Monday____               Friday____  Weekly____ 

afternoon ____       Tuesday____ Saturday____  Bi-Weekly____   

evening____       Wednesday____ Sunday____  Monthly____ 

        Thursday____ 

 

4. Places to meet      5. Special interests   6. Types of Bible study 

 

Church____       Gardening____   Chapters of the Bible____ 

Person’s home____      Cycling____    Holy Land video/book study___ 

Restaurant____      Cooking____   Current topical issues____ 

Coffee shop____      Health/exercise____  Spiritual/meditative study____ 

Pub____                   Mechanical____   Social Justice issues____ 

Other____       Wood-working/Carpentry____ Christian author studies____ 

        Sewing/Quilting____   (Max Lucado, Rick Warren, etc.) 

        Walking/hiking____  Andy Griffith Show Bible study____ 

        Photography____   On-line Bible study____ 

        Home Repairs____   Other____ 

         Other____ 

 

Would you be willing to lead a study? ____________ 

Please submit your responses to the church office in the box labeled “Questionnaires”.   

Copies of this questionnaire are also available in the narthex. 

If you would like to fill out this questionnaire online, go to the website at hopeliutheran-elca.org and click on 

the link at the top of the home page. 
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To contact the church office:  hopelutheran- elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070. 
 

Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement  
church-wide via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.  
 

To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:  
pmater@aol.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, March 17 
12:00—2:00 pm 

Food, bouncy, crafts, Easter Eggs,  
Easter Bunny 

FREE….Invite friends, neighbors, & family. 
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.   BOOK NOOK 

 
When:    Thursday, March 15, 2018, 9:30 a.m.  
   

Where:    Small fellowship hall at church  
   

Book:     “It’s Okay about It” by Lauren Casper 
Leader:   Suzie Johnson 
   

Hostess:  Joyce Bremer 
 
Poignantly simple yet profound wisdom about removing the barriers we construct around our 
hearts and doing life full-on, all from a least expected source. Five-year-old Mareto finds color and 
light in the ordinary happenings of every day and delights in beauty just waiting to be found. From 
“it’s okay about it,” a simple reminder that even when life is painful or difficult, things will be okay 
because God promises never to leave or forsake his children, to “you’re making me feelings,” which 
teaches the importance of leaning into one’s emotions and, in doing so, sharing a piece of oneself 
with loved ones—Mareto’s simple yet profound wisdom is a reminder to embrace the broken beauty 
of life, to believe in a God bigger than human comprehension, and to love others even when it 
doesn’t make sense. 

Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org  
Join Hope on Facebook by using the link on the website or by searching 
for ‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’ and then clicking on the 
‘Like” button. The website and Facebook page have updates on events 
at Hope, pictures and other miscellaneous information. 

 
 

2018 RELAY FOR LIFE 
WHEN:  SATURDAY, JUNE 9, 2018 – 3:00 PM to 10:00 PM 

WHERE: TWIN GROVES MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 

 
 
HOPE Lutheran Church had a very impressive presence at last year’s Relay, and I hope we can improve on that this 

year.  I am on the Relay organizing committee this year, and a huge THANK YOU to those who complied with my 

request to join our team during the week of January 22, 2018.  There are still LOTS of slots open for team mem-

bers, so I hope that you will consider joining us at raising some money for our team and a terrific cause.  If you are 

unable to attend the event, please consider making a donation in honor or in memory of someone touched by this 

disease.  If you cannot make a donation, please say a prayer for our team and for all those affected by this disease. 
 

The event is a little different this year, so it is even easier to be a part of it.  The opening ceremony will be at 3:00 

PM, followed by the Survivor’s Lap, with the very moving Luminaria Ceremony held at 10:00 PM, after which the 

event will end.   
 

We had so much fun last year and enjoyed socializing with each other as well as walking the track together.  Every 

one of us has been touched by this disease in one way or another.  Perhaps you would like to join to support and 

raise funds in honor of a friend or family member battling cancer.  You might want to join to honor someone and 

raise funds in memory of someone who has lost that battle.  I urge you to join our team and event targeting the 

eradication of this disease.   
 

Here is the link to the HOPE Lutheran Church Relay Team website:   

http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR?fr_id=89095&pg=team&team_id=2280853  
 

PLEASE JOIN OUR TEAM FOR A FUN NIGHT AND A VERY WORTHWHILE CAUSE – PLEASE CONTACT ME WITH ANY 

QUESTIONS YOU MAY HAVE. 
 

JANET SIRABIAN 

http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR?fr_id=89095&pg=team&team_id=2280853
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/5/54/American_Cancer_Society_Relay_For_Life_Logo.png
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GIFT CARD PROGRAM 

 

We had a little bit of a sparse month in February – I will blame it on the fact 

that it was the weekend of the Women’s Retreat.  I refuse to accept the fact 

that we are not using gift cards as much as in the past!  This month think of 

GIFT CARDS for your Easter baskets, Easter bonnets, new Easter outfits,  

ingredients for your Easter dinner, Easter Brunch at a restaurant, spring 

break travel/entertainment – lots of possibilities!  Add this to your everyday 

purchases at the gas station, the grocery store, dinners and the possibilities                            

                                         are endless!! 
 

There are hard copies of the Vendor List on the info table at church.  You may call or email either of 

us or Ann and tell us what you want, or you may just write the cards you want on a note and leave it 

in the box on the info table – you do NOT have to use the computer, so don’t let that deter you from 

ordering.   Be sure to include a check made out to HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH with Gift Cards 

marked in the memo line. 
 

Orders and checks are due by the 1st Sunday of each month and the cards will be available by the 

following Friday.   March orders are due on Sunday, March 4, 2018.  If are unable to attend church 

that day, just drop your order in the box early or give us a call. 
 

Questions?  Give us a call – we will be happy to answer them. 
 

Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 - jsirabian@leonettiassoc.com  

Gina Vera – 847 -439-0561 – gvera0908@gmail.com  

To our family at Hope. It’s been a whirlwind 2 months already in 2018. We are overwhelmed with your 
outpouring of love, prayers and gifts, first from Christmas with your financial generosity and other gifts, 
then for Jim, after his fall in January, and now for both of us as we leave Hope. Thank you for all of it! We 
will miss this place of worship, the Praise Team, the folks behind the sound and projection, and we will 
miss you; what is happening with your families and lives and how it intersected with ours. We have 
touched, consoled, worshiped and celebrated with each other, and we are blessed to have you in our 
lives. 
May God continue to give you the strength to show God’s light to others who may need it in their lives 
and the grace to accept the light from others when you face darkness in yours. 
Peace, blessings and love, 
Kris and Jim Hiepler-Hartwig  

mailto:jsirabian@leonettiassoc.com
mailto:gvera0908@gmail.com
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1660 Checker Rd. 

Long Grove, IL 60047 

www.hopelutheran-elca.org 

Declare God’s love. 

Do God’s will. 

Dance with the Spirit. 

Join us for Worship! 

Special Worship for Lent: 
 
Wednesdays: March 7, 14, 21 

  6:00 p.m. Potluck Dinner 

  7:00 p.m. Worship 

Regular Sunday Worship:  
   

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship Service   

9:45 a.m. Sunday School/Grounds for Hope Café 

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service 

 

Maundy Thursday: March 29 
  7:00 p.m. Worship 

Good Friday: March 30 
  7:00 p.m. Worship 
Easter Sunday: April 1 
  8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship Service   

  11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service 

     Easter Breakfast served between worship services 


