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Convicted or Conflicted? 
 

As I was reading through our  

Lenten worship series for this 

year’s Wednesday night services, I 

was struck by the title “Convicted”. 

Each week we will “witness”  

different characters that were part 

of the drama that leads to Jesus’ 

inevitable conviction, death  

sentence, and execution at the 

hands of the Roman authorities.  In 

this context, the word “convicted” is 

used in the criminal sense. That 

would be the legal definition. 
 

But, the “convicted” that I am  

referring to means a sense of  

purpose. You hold a conviction 

about what is true for you. You 

stand firm on a belief or are  

dedicated to a person or cause.  

That is conviction of belief or  

opinion. 
 

As people of faith, we find  

conviction in the ways that we 

stand behind what we believe our 

faith calls us to. We see this  

clearly in the famous, alleged quote 

from Martin Luther, when both  

the church and Emperor  

wanted Luther to recant his  

teachings while being tried at the 

Diet of Worms: "Here I stand; I can 

do no other. God help me."  

2018 

The Hopeful 
Hope Lutheran Church                                                                                 
Long Grove, Illinois                                          Pastor Jim Andrews 

 

Lent Worship begins on  

Ash Wednesday—March 6 

Pot luck supper at 6:00 pm 

Worship at 7:00 pm 

 



Page 2 March  2019 

 

Believers should and can be 

convicted of their faith, their 

position that they take in  

regards to their faith, and 

their duty to God, their church and to their  

neighbors. A believer without any conviction of 

purpose is not much of a believer at all. With lack 

of conviction, you can be easily swayed from one 

idea to another. 
 

Conviction breeds confidence. It becomes the  

very core of who you are and the platform you  

operate from. Whether it’s fresh in our  

experiences or has been developed over many 

years, either way, conviction gives our lives  

meaning and helps us find direction in life.  

Conviction instills in us a focused vision that  

challenges us to draw others into its trajectory. 
 

On the other hand, many of us instead find  

ourselves conflicted. We hear people say “I am  

uncertain about what I believe”. Being conflicted 

suggests two or more ideas contending for the  

favored product of our beliefs and motivations. 

War is often called a “conflict”. And we do have 

battles over what stays and what goes as we  

attempt to sort out what parts of our faith we  

truly believe. 
 

Being conflicted means you can see both sides  

of an issue that to another person seems clearly 

stated in the Bible, but simply does not align with 

the way that we sense it. That can be a troubling 

place to dwell in, that often leads to doubt. The 

more doubt we acquire, the more conflicted we  

become. 
 

Admitting to being conflicted may communicate a 

sense of empathy for one side of an issue or the 

other, but it is not a chasm for us to straddle over 

for very long. Decisions in regards to faith should 

never be ignored for extended periods of time. 

Faith is an eternal life or death issue. 
 

This is why Lent is such an important time of the 

year on our church calendar. The season of Lent 

offers us six weeks to purposely wade into the 

deep pools of our faith; to drown those bad habits 

that we have acquired, and to refresh our minds, 

our souls, and our bodies, by allowing God’s  

Word to wash over us—to meditate on it as we  

reacquaint ourselves with the lapping of its truth 

over our inner consciousness. 
 

Whether we give something up--fasting from it 

over these 40 days—or opt for a daily devotion 

time--resolving conflict requires information and 

analysis. Maybe it will require additional inquiry 

from a mentor or pastor or spiritual director.  

Staying conflicted over a faith issue can leave us 

dog-paddling on the deep end, barely keeping our 

nose above the surface. 
 

What is your outlook right now? Are you  

conflicted, trying to choose a side? Better still, are 

you convicted about your purpose and direction? 

Can you stand firm in your faith, or move closer  

to a greater understanding of it, by calling on the 

inspiration of the Holy Spirit? 
 

Think about what your approach will be. You  

may diversify it from week to week as the Spirit 

moves you and as you sense the need to add new 

elements to your meditation, study, or prayer 

time. I urge you to set time aside each day, use 

whatever method you are most comfortable with, 

but make it a point not to be distracted by other, 

less important things that vie for your time.  

Challenge yourself to try out new methods.  

Meditate on God’s Word or on one word. Use  

your prayer time to pray for people, places, or  

circumstances you would not normally pray for. 

Seek out different devotional readings that might 

press you to go deeper into your relationship with 

each of the persons of the Triune God. 
 

In whatever manner you choose, my prayer is that 

you will finish this Lenten season, far less conflict-

ed, and ultimately, convicted. May the God of all 

peace and understanding fill your hearts, minds, 

and souls with the wisdom and understanding 

necessary to refresh you, and to overflow the 

banks of your faith.   
 

God’s Blessings, Pastor Jim 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Hope Lutheran Church needs to fill two open positions on the Church Council.  
These positions are important to the growth of our congregation and the  
individuals that are its members.    

 
• Stewardship Director—This individual directs the utilization of members’ time, talents and treasures to 
enhance God’s work in the congregation.   They also work on the annual opportunity for members to  
commit to their time and talents.  (2–year term) 
 

• Community Relations Director—This individual oversees the role of the congregation in the community 
including the Interfaith Council and assists with joint projects within the community.  (1-year term) 
 

It is imperative that we fill these positions as soon as possible. Please prayerfully consider stepping up to 
God’s calling to grow our congregation and to shape its future.  We are calling you to serve Hope and its 
members.     
 

If you have any questions, please contact Lynne Schneider at 847-565-8263 or Pastor Jim. 

 

 

 

 

At the Annual Congregational Meeting on January 27, elections were held to fill  

positions on the Church Council, Board of Trustees, and HOPE Fund.  The following  

are now the elected officers, directors, and board members of the congregation: 

                       

  CHURCH COUNCIL 

President:            Renee Clark 
Vice President:           Lynne Schneider 
Secretary:                    Pam Kennedy 
Treasurer:             Mike Podolak 
Christian Education Director:          Paul Lugthart 
Community Relations Director:        
Fellowship Director:           Shirley Singer 
Membership/Outreach Director:  Tom Clark 
Properties Director:           Fred Vogt 
Stewardship Director:            
Worship & Music Director:              Chuck Johnson 
Youth Director:    Amy Pabst 

 

                       BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Gary Kennedy  John Waechter Rory Gilbert 
Kermit Lambert Mike Clayson Rick Krieger 
             

                       H.O.P.E. FUND 

Norris Harstad David Joseph Rich Schoeneman 
Pat Mater   Cheryl Gilbert 
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The season of Lent starts on  

Ash Wednesday, March 6th. 

 

This brings special opportunities for Worship and Fellowship. 

 

In addition to our regular Sunday morning worship at 8:30 and 11:00,  

Wednesday night Lenten Dinners will be held at 6:00 pm, with  

Services following dinner at 7:00 pm. 

 

 

Step into the courtroom each Wednesday in 

Lent with our  

Convicted worship series.  

Each service puts a different biblical person 

from the story of Christ’s passion and death 

on trial, accused of an actual crime.  

 

 

 

And, coloring posters will be back! We have a brand-new series of posters this year,  

featuring drawings illustrating the Seven Last Words of Jesus on the cross. 

 

Please plan to join us during Lent. 

Lenten Pot Luck Suppers 
What’s your favorite dish? Bring your specialty to share, and spend some time talking with old friends and 
perhaps make a few new ones. Mark your calendar for the start of our traditional Pot Luck suppers, starting 
with Ash Wednesday on March 6th at 6:00 p.m., followed by worship at 7:00 p.m.  We always have a good 
time! 
 
Sign-up sheet for Ash Wednesday supper will be in the narthex on February 24th.  
 
Wednesday Pot Luck Supper Dates – 6:00 p.m. 
March 6              Ash Wednesday 
March 13  
March 20 
March 27 
April 3 
April 10               Last Pot Luck Supper 
 
April 21               Easter Breakfast   
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Grounds For Hope Café 
 
Continuing: CRAZY LOVE  
The class continues into March to complete the 10 week study:  
Crazy Love: Overwhelmed by a Relentless God by Francis Chan.  
God is love.  Crazy, relentless, all-powerful love.  Have you ever wondered if we're 
missing it? Are you hungry for an authentic faith that addresses the problems of our 
world with tangible, even radical, solutions? God is calling you to a passionate love 
relationship with Himself. Because when you're wildly in love with someone, it  
changes everything. Come join us between services.  
 
Starting during Lent: 
Holy Week changed the world, with the Cross as the turning point for all humankind. But it is also six days 
of amazing contrasts—from the joyful celebration of the Triumphal Entry to the Passion only days later. In 
between are days of both high drama—as in the confrontations in the temple—and high pathos—as in the 
Upper Room and Gethsemane. For people who have never thought about how these episodes fit together, 
this 4-week study series seeks to bring all these conflicting events and emotions into a unified whole. 
Please join us between services in the Large Fellowship Hall, as we take this Lenten journey beginning on 
March 24th and concluding on Palm Sunday, April 14th. 

 
 

March Membership Anniversaries 

NAME: 
 

YEARS AS A MEMBER 
OF HOPE: 

Charlene Brondyke 35 
Doug & Milda Fritsch 34 
Rory & Cheryl Gilbert & family 16 
Norris Harstad 22 
John & Vilma Heinzinger 28 
Gary & Pam Kennedy & family 22 
Diane King 2 
Kermit & Pat Lambert & family 35 
Karen Meyer 16 
Steve Oller & family 17 
Eric & Carol Otterbein 27 
Joe Peplow 17 

Rich & Jenna Schoeneman & family 21 
Carole Sekera 2 
Bruce & Robin Wheeler & family 35 
Jeff & Kathy Whitehead & family 27 

Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org  
Join Hope on Facebook by using the link on the website or by searching  
for ‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’ and then clicking on the ‘Like” 
button. The website and Facebook page have updates on events at Hope, 
pictures and other miscellaneous information. 



 
I recently read a blog by Max Lucado called Spending Time With God.  In it, he talks about 
how we are often too busy to spend personal time with God, and so we rely on second-hand 
versions of “God time;” listening to preachers speak, reading Christian books, and so on.  
Lucado points out that we likely wouldn’t do that with other aspects of our lives (listening to 
others talk about their vacation instead of vacationing ourselves, for instance,) so why do we 
feel like second-hand time with God is sufficient? 
 

Lucado’s blog is about seeking private time with God for prayer and Bible study, but I think the same can be said 
about worshiping together.  Joanne told me that at the recent Women’s Retreat, they played the game “Either-Or”  
and the question was “either worship or prayer?”  She says that a very large percentage of the women chose worship 
(Yay!)  But in order to fully appreciate worship, I think we have to personally get into it.  Although we are 
(hopefully) willing to at least show up for Sunday worship, many just sit in the pews listening to the preacher and  
the song leaders and hoping to hear something exciting.  To me this is like watching Grandma and Grandpa’s slides 
of their last vacation; wouldn’t you really rather be on vacation yourself?  As Max Lucado says in his blog:  
 
“When God asks for your attention, he doesn’t want you to send a substitute.  He invites you to vacation in his  
splendor.  He invites you to feel the touch of his hand. He invites you to feast at his table.  He wants to spend time 
with you.” 
 
I have been to Niagara Falls about 10,000 times in my life. I grew up about an hour away.  If you’ve never been  
there, you really have to go.  It is truly one of the most magnificent things you could ever see.  Now, many people 
have seen pictures of the Falls, or read about them, or seen something about them on TV.  But no matter how many 
times I’ve been there, or how much I read or see about the Falls, there is really nothing that compares to actually  
being there.  There’s a spot on the Canadian side where you stand at a fence right next to the edge; you’re on land,  
but within 10 feet there’s a huge river, and then…nothing.  There’s an almost overwhelming feeling of being drawn 
into the torrent as you stand within feet of millions of gallons of water rushing over the precipice.  It’s magnificently 
beautiful, it literally shakes the ground, and it simply never stops.  I first stood at the edge of the Falls in the  
mid-60’s, and I was most recently back in the early 2000’s, and you know what?  The water is still falling, and it  
still gives my heart a thrill to be there. 
 
I can describe Niagara Falls to you until I’m blue in the face, but nothing I can say can adequately convey the  
experience.  So it is perfectly fine to know about the Falls, to appreciate that they exist and to hope to get there  
someday.  But being there, feeling the mist, hearing the roar and feeling the rumble, you can’t help but be moved  
almost to tears at the sheer grandeur of the thing. I think it’s the same thing, being in the actual presence of God  
in worship; it’s beautiful, it literally shakes the ground, and it keeps on going forever.  So why would we be  
satisfied with just sitting back and hearing someone describe God to us in words or song?  Picture Grandma and 
Grandpa’s slides; “here’s where Jesus healed the leper…here’s where he wept in the garden…here’s where he was 
crucified.”  (yawn.) Instead, let’s sing, pray, and commune together with exuberant hearts.  To fully experience  
worship, I think it’s necessary to personally jump right in and be a part of it.  So I invite all of you to hold hands  
with one another and personally step under the waterfall of God’s love that is found in worshiping together.  It’s an 
experience you’ll never forget. 
 
 
Chuck Johnson, Worship & Music Director †♫ 
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Hannah Circle  
will meet on  
March 26th at 7:30 pm 
at Kathy Whitehead’s home. 
Questions? Contact Debbie 
Duffy at 
duffyde626@aol.com 

Thursday evening Men's Study:    

       “Great food… 

good fellowship… 

         fun discussions”   

 

All men are welcome! 

Join us at 6:30 p.m. each week. 



 

Northwest Suburban Interfaith Council News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please mark your calendars for  

Sunday, June 23, 2019 
 

Our annual family walk to raise awareness of 

hunger in our community.  All funds collected are 

donated to our food pantries. We walk from St. 

Mary Parish to Hope Lutheran Church and back.   

Hope Lutheran hosts refreshment and  

entertainment for the walkers.  

 
It’s Our Third Annual 

“Knock Your Socks Off” 
Sock Drive! 

 
The Northwest Suburban Interfaith Council is collecting new men’s, women’s 

and children’s socks for distribution to our homeless neighbors in the  
Northwest Suburbs. 

Please help us fill the box! 
Collection will take place in March and April. 

Thank you for your generosity!  
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When:    Thursday, March 21, 2019, 9:30 a.m.  
   
Where:    Small fellowship hall at church  
   
Book:     “Sensible Shoes” by Sharon Garlough Brown 
 
Leader:   Nancy Harstad 
   
Hostess:  Karen Meyer 

 
   Sharon Garlough Brown tells the moving story of four strangers as they reluctantly  
embark together on a spiritual retreat.  They are Hannah, an exhausted pastor; Meg, an 
empty nester widow; Mara, a rejected woman trying to navigate a difficult marriage; and 
Charissa, a hard working grad student perfectionist.  Follow their journey of spiritual  
practice, mutual support and personal revelation. 

 

Congregation Beth Judea is  

collecting empty prescription 

pill bottles to clean and send to 

clinics in countries that need 

containers for medications.  If 

you have any empty prescription 

pill containers and would like to 

donate them, please remove the label /  

personal information and put them in the 

designated box in the narthex. 

Thank you! 



 
GIFT CARD PROGRAM 

 

I have gotten some comments lately that not everyone is aware of how the Gift Card  
program works.  Since we have been doing it for about 10 years, it make sense that we  
have some new members who are not familiar with how the program works, so I will provide 
a little bit of detail here.  There is a box that has a small blackboard with the next order date 
on it on the info table next to the large Fellowship Hall which has order forms and where  
you can place your orders each month.  The list of vendors is alphabetical, and there is a  
percentage listed next to each vendor.  That percentage is the charitable portion that goes 
back to the church.   

And with that percentage, we buy $25 Jewel gift cards to be given to those who come to HOPE seeking assistance.  
The percentage for each vendor varies.  For instance, if you buy a $100 Jewel gift card, you get a $100 Jewel gift 
card, but HOPE gets $4 toward buying more Jewel gift cards to be given to our neighbors.  If you buy $100 Lettuce 
Entertain You gift card, you get a $100 LEY gift card, and HOPE gets $12 toward buying a Jewel gift card. AND I saved 
my favorite for last – if you buy $100 of Fannie May gift cards, you get $100 in Fannie May gift cards and HOPE gets 
$25 to buy a Jewel gift card!  In 2018, we raised $1,650 to purchase 66 gift cards to distribute to those in need, and 
it did not cost us one extra penny out of our pockets. 
  

The gift cards are so simple to use.  You do not have to use the entire card amount at one time.  If I go to Jewel and 
spend $56 and use the gift card, then there is a remaining balance of $44 to use the next time I shop at Jewel.  I urge 
you to try using gift cards – I can almost guarantee that you will like it!  Please do not hesitate to ask me or Gina if 
you have any questions at all about the program. 
 

There are hard copies of the Vendor List on the info table at church.  You may call or email either of us or Ann and 
tell us what you want, or you may just write the cards you want on a note and leave it in the box on the info table – 
you do NOT have to use the comuputer, so don’t let that deter you from ordering.   Be sure to include a check 
made out to HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH with Gift Cards marked in the memo line. 
 

Orders and checks are due by the 1st Sunday of each month and the cards will be available by the following Friday.   
March orders are due on Sunday, March 3, 2019.  If you are unable to attend church that day, just drop your order 
in the box early or give us a call. 
 

Questions?  Give us a call – we will be happy to answer them. 
 

Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 - jsirabian@leonettiassoc.com  
Gina Vera – 847-439-0561 – gvera0908@gmail.com  
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Pub Chats 
Wednesday evenings,  

a couple of times a month,  

at Pub 83 in Long Grove  

The group will resume meeting in April, after Easter.   

Watch for announcements! 

mailto:jsirabian@leonettiassoc.com
mailto:gvera0908@gmail.com


I would like to express my sincere gratitude for all of the condolences,  

prayers, cards, and notes I have received from all of my friends here at  

Hope following the death of my Mother.  Your kind words and concern have 

reminded me of what Mom always said about how church families share God’s 

love with each other.  

Ann Wood 

Dear Hope Family, 
On behalf of my family and me, my heartfelt thank you for the many cards, 
emails, phone calls, prayers, and donations we have received in memory of my 
beloved granddaughter, Catherine Alice Weglarz. Words cannot express the  
love and support we feel in the midst of our grief. We know that our loving and 
gracious God will see us through this difficult time. I am truly blessed to have all 
of you in my life. 
                            With a grateful heart, 
Paula, Brian, Julie, Sarah and Rachel Weglarz and Tim, Sharon, Jacob and Alex Filip 

 

2019 RELAY FOR LIFE 
SATURDAY, JUNE 15, 2019 – 3:00 PM to 10:00 PM 

TWIN GROVES MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 
 

Mark your calendars for June 15th to participate in HOPE’S Relay for Life Team.  I guarantee that you will have a fun 
time and will feel a sense of accomplishment in being a part of this event that gets us closer to a cure for a horrible 
disease that affects us all in one way or another.  Please plan to join us for some fellowship and to connect with our 
community and serve others as well.  It is fun for everyone from 2 to 82!  If you are unable to attend the event, 
please consider making a donation in honor or in memory of someone touched by this disease.  Something as simple 
as a Luminaria bag for just $10 in honor or in memory of someone that you care about is a wonderful way to contrib-
ute.  If you cannot make a donation, please say a prayer for our team and for all those affected by this disease.  If you 
have any questions at all about this event, please do not hesitate to ask me and I will get you an answer! 
http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR/RelayForLife/RFLCY19NCR?team_id=2414796&pg=team&fr_id=91968  
 

JANET SIRABIAN       847-533-8700 
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Church members, Committees, etc. are asked to visit the storage room that is  
accessible from the sanctuary. We are running out of storage space, and believe 
there are materials stored there that are no longer in use and/or will not be used in 
the future. 
  

It is asked that the effort be made to mark all items (with post It notes, paper and 
tape, etc.) as to items to SAVE and to whom they belong (a person, a Committee, a 
Church season (advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter, etc.) 

  

If items can be disposed of, please do so OR mark them accordingly for disposal. 
 

It is asked that this be completed by April 1… so that Properties Committee can then have a “spring clean up day” of 
items to be disposed of, and to better organize the essential storage needs. 
 

Any questions, please contact Fred Vogt. 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/5/54/American_Cancer_Society_Relay_For_Life_Logo.png
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/5/54/American_Cancer_Society_Relay_For_Life_Logo.png


 
Mark your calendars: 
  
Friday - Saturday (might be either night - based 
on availability) April 5 or 6:  
Senior High Lock in 
 
Wednesday, April 17 - 6:30 -8:30 PM: 
New Horizons - Food and Fellowship  
 
Saturday, May 4 - 4:00 - 8:00 PM: 
Steak Dinner, Silent Auction / Fundraiser Event 

 

 

MOM Committee  

                                   

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
          April 13…Easter Egg Hunt...featuring the Easter Bunny, Obstacle bouncy (8+yrs) playhouse bouncy (7 yrs and 

below), face painters, crafts and of course, food. All FREE…invite your neighbors, friends and family.  
 11-2PM 
 

               Could use a volunteer (or two) to be the Easter Bunny…and could use a back up to help Gina with  
 overseeing the crafts. Pls let me know.  
 

FAMILY STUFF 
             HOPE is going to expand the “Parents Night Out” initiated by the Claysons…AND…HOPE will be  
             offering “baby-sitting” assistance during the Contemporary service. The baby-sitting will  
             Kick-off with one Sunday per month. Erika Boehlen and Melissa Woodward will be announcing a  
            date for an “ in-between” services meeting within the next few weeks. 
 

GREETERS 
           If you have a passion for welcoming people, we would love your participation with expanding  
          our greeter  program. Presently, we offer a pretty cool gift bag to visitors…but we would like our  
         greeter team to open doors for folks…both members & guests…shake hands…just being friendly.  
         Let me know.  
 

JOIN OUR TEAM 
We are at the onset of the New Year…and eager to facilitate improvements & programs that you would like to see 
HOPE offer.  It’s a ball pulling together our events and especially gratifying when we see our guests & members  
having such a wonderful time. And it’s also pretty cool being part of updating areas of the church, such as the narthex 
and initiating baby-sitting programs. If you have any ideas…PLEASE offer them, we would LOVE to make HOPE a more 
complete resource for families in the name of Christ.  
 

Tom Clark 847-946-3604 tomclark1519@gmail.com 
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1660 Checker Rd. 

Long Grove, IL 60047 

www.hopelutheran-elca.org 

Declare God’s love. 

Do God’s will. 

Dance with the Spirit. 

  

Sunday Morning Worship: 

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:45 a.m. Sunday School and Grounds for Hope  

11:00 a.m.  Contemporary Worship 

 

Special Wednesday Evening Lenten Worship: 

  6:00 p.m.  Potluck Supper 

  7:00 p.m. Worship Service 

 

(Each week during Lent March 6 through April 10) 

 
To contact the church office:  hopelutheran- elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070. 
 

Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement  
church-wide via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.  
 

To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:  
pmater@aol.com 

 


