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Faithful members of Hope: As we  
enter into the season of Lent, I wanted 
to share with all of you some of the 
closing thoughts of the book, The  
Battle Plan for Prayer, which we are 
concluding the study of at Grounds for 
Hope Cafe’. For me, the impact of this 
book has been most significant, and  
the lessons to be learned in regards to 
prayer are many. The following are 
excerpts from the book that not only 
express the authors’ hopes for the 
church, those of Stephen and Alex 
Kendrick, but line up with my hopes, 
as well. 
 

In May of 1727, a tiny band of  
Christians who’d immigrated to  
Germany had become known more 
for their dissension and infighting  
than their religious zeal. But their 
leadership began praying for God to 
move. And 5 years after establishing 
their little settlement--revival fell.  
Bickering believers laid down their 
gripes and hostilities against each oth-
er. People around them were convert-
ed by the dozens.  
 

By August, a young group of men  
and women, most of them in their 20’s 
or 30’s, committed to round-the-clock 
prayer, each person for a solid hour. 
Within 6 months of this non-stop  
praying,  people had committed to 
leave their homes and travel to the 
New World--the first missionaries of 
the modern age. The number would 
eventually grow to hundreds. 
 

The Hopeful 
Hope Lutheran Church                                                                                 
Long Grove, Illinois                                          Pastor Jim Andrews 

The season of Lent starts on  

Ash Wednesday,  

February 26th. 
 

This brings special opportunities for 

Worship and Fellowship. 

In addition to our regular Sunday 

morning worship at 8:30 and 11:00,  
 

Join us each week for  

Wednesday Lenten Dinners at 

6:00 pm, with  

Worship Services following the 

dinner at 7:00 pm. 
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Jonathan Edwards once said, 
“When God has something 
very great to accomplish for 
His church, it is His will that 
there should precede it the  

extraordinary prayers of His people.” Ordinary people 
praying in extraordinary fashion. 
 

We’re tired of caving to the general sense of help-
lessness about the state of our country and the  
other nations of the world. The apathy, the fear,  
the inevitability that no one can really do anything 
about it. We’re tired of disinterested churches making 
little to no mark for Christ on their communities and 
neighborhoods, much less their cities and the ends  
of the earth. We’re tired of believers tolerating their 
own sins, consumed by their own selfish pursuits, 
content with lifeless religion while millions of people 
are dying without Jesus. 
 

There’s no reason why we can’t see God’s Spirit 
poured out in abundance on us, like He’s done in 
days past-- reviving families, restoring broken lives. 
Seeing salvation breaking out en masse, drawing 
more people to Christ every day. Addictions of all 
sorts broken completely away, replaced by a fresh 
zeal for God and living in spiritual freedom. Racial 
tensions shattered by the compassionate love and 
forgiveness of God. Brotherhood among formerly  
bitter rivals. Prodigals coming home. Crime dropping 
to historic lows. Churches filled to overflowing by a 
unified, corporate, acute case of spiritual hunger.  
The whole cultural landscape transformed. 
 

There’s no reason why we can’t see all these things--
and more. Unless we decide not to pray. Unless  
we decide not to care. Unless we succumb to the  
enemy’s deceptions instead of believing the proofs 
and promises of God’s Word, calling to us across 
time, urging us to believe Him again for revival….in 
our time. 
 

The secret is united, unrepentant, humble prayer. 
Persistent prayer. Extraordinary prayer. Fervent 
prayer… believing that what God wants is always 

better and more important than what we want. 
 

What God wants are people devoted to Him. People 
in love with Him. People whose hearts are ready to 
be used for reaping the harvest. People whose lives 
are surrendered to His Word. People who are primed 
to receive the blessings only God can provide. 
 

Let’s not just stand here. Let’s kneel here. Let’s bend 
here. And let’s see what God will do in our midst, in 
our homes, in our churches, and among the nations. 
As we press into prayer. As we unite in prayer. As we 
fight in prayer. As we seek God with our whole 
hearts. 
 

“I will thank you, Lord, among all the people. I will 
sing your praises among the nations. For your unfail-
ing love is higher than the heavens. Your faithfulness 
reaches to the clouds. Be exalted, O God, above the 
highest heavens. May your glory shine over all the 
earth. Now rescue your beloved people. Answer and 
save us by your power.” Psalm 108:3-6        
The Battle Plan for Prayer, pp. 217-222.  
 

Lent is traditionally a time for deep reflection. A time 
for renewal. I urge you to lift up your concerns in 
prayer, but also to raise our church up in prayer, as 
well. Let us pray for renewed life, for renewed hope 
for our future. 
 

Lord, we are worried sometimes about the changes 

that are happening in our society and in the hearts 

and minds of others, especially in regards to how 

these things affect our church. Bless your church that 

we may understand and reach out to a new genera-

tion. Help us build a vibrant community where you 

speak through different voices, technologies, styles 

and perspectives, and where everyone is loved and 

respected. Revive our spirits that we might seek your 

will in all things and that we may bring a holy revival 

to your church here on earth. LIving in the truth of 

salvation that is found only in and through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

God’s peace, 

Pastor Jim 

(Continued from page 1) 

Continental Breakfast 
Sunday, March 8th 

9:30 - 11:00 
 

Please plan to come to a continental breakfast hosted by the fellowship committee.   
Savory delights will be served in the narthex between services on March 8th.  

Take this opportunity to come together.   
Experience some good food and chat with Pastor Jim and Church Council members.   

Enjoy those cherished friendships!  Make some new friends! 
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Ash Wednesday and Lenten Pot Luck Suppers 
What’s your favorite dish? Bring your specialty to share, and spend some time talking with old friends and perhaps 
make a few new ones. Mark your calendar for the start of our traditional Pot Luck suppers, starting with Ash  
Wednesday on February 26th at 6:00 p.m., followed by worship at 7:00 p.m.  We always have a good time! 
 
Sign-up sheet for Ash Wednesday supper will be in the narthex on February 16th.  
 
We don’t have signup sheets for the Lenten suppers, just bring your favorite dish to share. It’s always fun to see what 
dishes arrive at our table. I keep hoping one evening will be nothing but desserts – my favorite! 
 
Wednesday Pot Luck Supper Dates – 6:00 p.m. 
February 26              Ash Wednesday 
March 4  
March 11 
March 18 
March 25 
April 1                Last Pot Luck Supper 
 
April 12               Easter Breakfast   

 Wednesday evening Worship Services for Lent 
7:00 p.m. following the pot luck suppers 

 
Join us for At the Crossroads, a special series of services for the season of Lent. 
Each service in the series reveals in some way how Christ and his cross lead us to 
decide the path of God’s will in our many crossroads in life.  
 
Many of those involved in the story of the Passion of Christ came to a crossroads 
and had to decide which way to go. Some chose well, some did not, and the stories 
of each of these experiences at various crossroads help us to know what to do and 
what not to do when we encounter similar crossroads in our own lives. In the end, 
each service in the series reveals in some way how Christ and his cross lead us to 
decide the path of God’s will for us. 
 

 
February 26th:  In the Ash Wednesday service in this series the psalmist David reaches the  
crossroads of confession and confesses his sins to the Lord. We are called to confess our sins  
to the Son of David and find forgiveness in him. The service includes an Imposition of Ashes, 
readings from Scripture,  a sermon dialog with David and hymns that help us to see the direction 
we must take at the crossroads of confession. 
 
March 4: Betrayal—Judas Iscariot 
March 11:  Judgment—Pontius Pilate 
March 18:  Compassion—Malchus 
March 25:  Declaration—Peter 
April 1:  Obedience—John 



Dear Friends, 
SPRING IS IN THE AIR!!!! (well, sort of). Anyway, its closer than it was last month 
(leave it to me to state the obvious) and beginning soon, the temperatures will begin 
to slowly warm, and trees, grass and plants will begin the transformation to green. 
With the newness of Spring comes the birth of new ideas and a new initiative here at 
Hope called, Creating Community. 
Creating Community is a concept developed by a committee of the same name to 
bring understanding, tolerance, peace and love to those around us through our  
actions.  We began by acknowledging that there is a great deal of anger, stress, fear, 
and uncertainty all around us. We see it on the news, we hear frustration in conversations at work, we have friends 
who are experiencing hardship and depression, and even our family members and we, ourselves, can be over-
whelmed with this negativity.  Talking about it is hard, and often unproductive. There must be something we, as 
Christians and as fellow humans can do. Creating Community (formerly called love everyone all the time) is an 
attempt to bring light and love and peaceful co-existence to those around us, near and far—our COMMUNITY. 
Where to begin? After a great deal of consideration, we decided to begin by hosting a series of workshops addressing 
pressing issues relating to the promotion of the values stated above. (promoting understanding, tolerance, peace and 
love). In light of recent political events, and the stress and angst many of us on all sides-Republican, Democrat,  and 
those in-between-- are feeling, we decided to begin this series with a workshop to teach us how to listen to each  
other’s perspective and points of view around these highly charged political issues.  
Better Angels is a national citizens’ movement to reduce political polarization in the United States by brining liberals 
and conservatives together to understand each other beyond stereotypes, forming red/blue community alliances, 
teaching practical skills for communicating across political differences and making a strong public argument for  
depolarization. The Skills Workshop teaches skills to clarify our differences and to find common ground while  
affirming the importance of our relationship(s) with each other.   
Please join us for our first workshop on March 15, from 1-3:30pm at Hope. There is no cost; just an opportunity to 
learn some new skills that may lead to stronger relationships with those you care for in life. To register, please go to 
our website: Hopelutheran-elca.org  — from the homepage, click on the “news” tab to find the link. 
We look forward to seeing you there! 
Warmly, 
Renee Clark 
Council President  

 
Hope Lutheran Church's Creating Community Committee 

invites all to attend 
Talking Across the Political Divide - a Better Angels Skills Workshop 

Sunday, March 15, 2020 
1:00-3:30 p.m.  

 
In our current polarized political environment, many people avoid or dread political conversations with friends or 
family members whose politics differ from their own. They worry, rightly so, that any attempts at political discus-
sions will devolve into arguments and acrimony, and result in hurt feelings or anger. 
Better Angels Skills Workshops teach skills for having respectful conversations that clarify differences, search for 
common ground, and affirm the importance of the relationship. They also give participants a safe environment 
to practice those skills. 
  
Register to attend using the link on our website: 
Hopelutheran-elca.org  — from the homepage, click on the “news” tab to find the link 
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Following the elections held at the annual congregational meeting, the members of the Church Council are : 
President: Renee Clark    Christian Education Director: Kate Broz 
Vice President:  Nate Schuller    Community Relations Director: Jeff Whitehead 
Secretary: Pam Kennedy    Fellowship Director:  Janice Peterson 
Treasurer: Lynne Schneider    Membership/Outreach Director: Tom Clark 
       Properties Director:  Fred Vogt 
       Stewardship Director:  Mike Clayson 
       Worship & Music Director: Chuck Johnson 
       Youth Director:   Amy Pabst 

                                                    Youth Corner - Making an Impact -March 2020 
Mother Teresa, Gandhi, Martin Luther King Jr., and many others have made a substantial impact on the world. 
Although our students might not feel like their influence is as significant, God can use their lives to make a huge  
impact in their schools and homes. 
Over the past few weeks, our students have been learning how to read the Bible and exploring that they don’t have 
to be famous to make an impact for Christ; they simply have to follow God’s lead. 
Here are 7 things you can do to make an impact in your world and the world of 
our students: 
1. Love others 
2. Determine your area of influence 
3. Get involved 
4. Incorporate the Gospel story into your daily conversations 
5. Forgive 
6. Pray for others 
7. Stay in the Word 
There’s no doubt that you’ve heard of all or some of these seven ways to make an impact. Notice that each, in itself, 
is not a huge feat. You can do this, by the power of the Holy Spirit who lives in you, not by your own strength. 
In God’s hands, 
Ben Graham 

Creating Community: Spreading Love, Eradicating Hate 
Our congregation has recently created a committee, called Creating Community, 
which is dedicated to spreading LOVE and eradicating hate through education, 
understanding, tolerance, and positive action.  While everyone talks generally 
about love, there is very little discussion about how specifically to promote love 
in our everyday lives.  Therefore, we have come up with a vision. 

Our plan is to create a series of workshop events where we invite the public to a 1-2 hour program  
consisting of a presenter, a small group discussion, followed by a large group discussion.  The presenters 
would be professionals who work to promote understanding and tolerance.  The discussions would be  
focused on: what specifically can I do to promote love and good will in my community?  How am I going to 
change my behavior? How can I make a difference? We will be inviting congregations of all faiths, as well as 
secular groups and individuals to attend.  We see HOPE as a catalyst for promoting positive  
discussion on these issues.  Watch for announcements of upcoming events! 
If you want more information, or would like to participate in the planning, please contact Renee Clark at 
renee@reneeclarkhomes.com 
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I Corinthians 1:10 says: “I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that all of you agree with one another in what you say and that there be no divisions 
among you, but that you be perfectly united in mind and thought.” 
 
In 1858, Abraham Lincoln, quoting Mark 3:25, said: “A house divided against itself cannot 
stand.” 
 

In the three years that I have been Worship & Music Director, I have made a conscious effort to focus on themes  
that encourage unity in the Body of Christ here at Hope Lutheran Church.  We have participated in World  
Communion Sunday, celebrating unity with Christians throughout the world when we come to the Table of Grace.  
We also participated in the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, celebrating the unity that we feel as Lutherans  
in professing One Word, One Grace and One Faith.  And we studied the writings of my hero, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 
who wrote in his work on Christian unity Life Together: “We belong to one another only through and in Jesus Christ.” 
 
It is my sincere belief that our chief purpose, perhaps our only purpose, on this earth is to hasten the coming  
of Christ’s Kingdom.  Satan, of course, opposes such a result.  Ephesians 6:12 says: “our struggle is not against  
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against  
the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.”  It seems self-evident that if we do not work together, Satan  
has a significant advantage.  I, for one, refuse to give him the pleasure.  But in order to prepare for this battle,  
we need to practice as a team. 
 
Worship provides the quintessential opportunity for all of us to gather together in physical unity and in unity of  
purpose, to praise our Living Lord.  It is our opportunity to fight back against the “powers of this dark world” and  
to proclaim the everlasting victory that we claim through Christ.  When we come together in worship, we model  
the “numberless throng” gathered around the throne in Revelation 7, singing praises to God.  Our services at  
Hope provide numerous opportunities for all of us to gather as one people, and practice our parts for the eternal 
choir.  I encourage you to come to worship as often as possible, and volunteer for one of the many ways you can  
participate in the worship service.  By joining together in unity and love, we can send Satan running and bring the 
Kingdom that much closer. 
 
Chuck Johnson, Worship & Music Director †♫ 

March 24, 2020 
7:00 p.m. 

At Nancy Harstad’s home 

Thursday evening Men's Study:    

       “Great food… 

good fellowship… 

         fun discussions”   
All men are welcome! 

Join us at 6:30 p.m. each week. 
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Grounds for Hope Cafe’ -- Easter Week: Sacrifice & Salvation                          
A week of contrasts—from the Triumphal Entry to the Passion. 

Holy Week changed the world, with the Cross as the turning point for all human-
kind. But it is also six days of amazing contrasts—from the joyful celebration of the 
Triumphal Entry to the Passion only days later. In between are days of both high 
drama—as in the confrontations in the temple—and high pathos—as in the Upper 
Room and Gethsemane. For people who have never thought about how these epi-
sodes fit together, this series seeks to bring all these conflicting events and emotions into a unified whole. 
Join us on March 15th as we begin a 3 week trek through the final days of Jesus’ life here on earth, leading 
up to his ascension and the gift of new life for us all. 
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Pub Chats 
Wednesday evenings, a couple of times a month,  

at Woodfire Tavern  
in Long Grove  

 
 Our next study will start in April after Easter.   
Join us on Wednesday evenings for Lent worship. 

1. The Easter Family event will be held April 5...Palm Sunday...immediately 
following the Palm Sunday service. The plan is to have only one service 
that day...starting at 10:00...and the Easter Fun will start right at 11  
running through 2:00 
2. Those invited to the event will include our expanded HOPE family as 
well as anyone attending the Palm Sunday service. We have defined the 
"HOPE Family" as those groups who use our HOPE facility on a regular basis. Those include the other two 
congregations (Whitestone and Church of Eternal Hope)...Montessori...Avantara...the Scouts...the bi-lingual 
Chinese school...and the art class. 
 
Everyone in those groups can invite their extended families and close friends.  
 
At 12:30 we will open the Easter event to the public...ending at 2:00 
 
Our traditional array of activities will be offered which includes face painting, an Easter craft, decorating 
Easter cookies, a bouncy, and our usual assortment of food (hot dogs, drinks and chips). We will also have 
an Easter bunny roaming the event for photo opportunities. 

March Membership Anniversaries 

NAME: YEARS AS A MEMBER OF HOPE: 
  

Kate Broz & family 1 

Doug & Milda Fritsch 35 

Rory & Cheryl Gilbert & family 17 

Norris Harstad 23 

John Heinzinger 29 

Gary & Pam Kennedy & family 23 

Kermit & Pat Lambert & family 36 

Karen Meyer 17 

Steve Oller & family 18 

Eric & Carol Otterbein 28 

Joe Peplow 18 

Dean & Gretchen Schneider 1 

Rich & Jenna Schoeneman & family 22 

Bruce & Robin Wheeler & family 36 

Jeff & Kathy Whitehead & family 28 



When:    Thursday, March 12, 2020, 9:30 a.m.  
   
Where:    Small fellowship hall at church  
   
Book:     “Barefoot” By Sharon Garlough Brown 
 
Leader:   Andre Van Spankeren 
   
Hostess:  Kathy Whitehead 
 
   This is book three in the series. (Book 1: “Sensible Shoes, Book 2: “Two Steps Forward”) 
Sharon Garlough Brown tells the moving story of four strangers as they reluctantly embark 
together on a spiritual retreat.  They are Hannah, an exhausted pastor; Meg, an empty  
nester widow; Mara, a rejected woman trying to navigate a difficult marriage; and Charissa, 
a hard working grad student perfectionist.  Follow their journey of spiritual practice, mutual 
support and personal revelation. 

Hope Women’s ‘Help Others’ Project 
 

Each Sunday Pastor Jim reminds us to remember the poor.  Here is your chance to do that. 
 

The Women of Hope will do several service projects throughout the year beginning with the Retreat in January and 
we need the help of the congregation.  We are collecting personal hygiene items and cleaning supplies for these  
projects.  These items include: 
 

 Kleenex Laundry Detergent Bandages 
 Toilet Paper Bath Soap Toothbrushes 
 Paper Towels Shampoo Toothpaste 
 Windex Deodorant Socks 
 All-Purpose Cleaner Kitchen Trash Bags Feminine Products  

All items can be full or travel size and can be purchased at dollar stores.   Cash donations are also 
welcome to purchase additional items needed. 
 

Please purchase a couple of items each week when you shop and drop them off in the box in the Narthex when you 
come on Sunday.  Each item will be a blessing to the person that receives it and will help them on their journey in 
life. 
 

Thank you in advance for your generosity and for helping the Women of Hope to provide this important ministry.  
For information or to answer any questions, please contact Lynne Schneider at 847-565-8263 or Laura Andrews at 
708-372-6744.  
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WORLD DAY OF PRAYER BREAKFAST 
 

Church Women United in NW Cook County invites you to join them for a World Day of Prayer  
continental breakfast.   
 

The breakfast is on  Friday, March 6, 2020 at 9:30 am at the First United Methodist Church,  
1903 E Euclid Avenue, Arlington Heights, IL   
 

The women of Zimbabwe call us to worship with the words:  "Rise! Take your mat and walk" from John 5:2-9a.   
We will hear about Zimbabwe's history, culture,, intergenerational wisdom, traditions and experiences of God's  
profound love.  We are called to act in love for peace and reconciliation.  The Zimbabwe women's everyday lives  
are woven into their prayers.  Reservations are $5.00.  Contact Nancy Duel, nduel@aol.com or 847-208-1267 for  
reservations by February 28th.  
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GIFT CARD PROGRAM 
 

This is a repeat of what I shared about a year ago, but just in case there are some new members 
who are not familiar with how the program works (or current members that would like a  
refresher), I will provide a little bit of detail here.  There is a box that has a small blackboard 
with the next order date on it on the info table next to the large Fellowship Hall which has order 
forms and where you can place your orders each month.  The list of vendors is alphabetical, and 

there is a percentage listed next to each vendor.  That percentage is the charitable portion that goes back to the 
church.  And with that percentage, we buy $25 Jewel gift cards to be given to those who come to HOPE seeking  
assistance.  The percentage for each vendor varies.  For instance, if you buy a $100 Jewel gift card, you get a $100 
Jewel gift card, but HOPE gets $4 toward buying more Jewel gift cards to be given to our neighbors.  If you buy $100 
Lettuce Entertain You gift card, you get a $100 LEY gift card, and HOPE gets $12 toward buying a Jewel gift card. AND 
I saved my favorite for last – if you buy $100 of Fannie May gift cards, you get $100 in Fannie May gift cards and 
HOPE gets $25 to buy a Jewel gift card!   
  

The gift cards are so simple to use.  You do not have to use the entire card amount at one time.  If I go to Jewel and 
spend $56 and use the gift card, then there is a remaining balance of $44 to use the next time I shop at Jewel.  I urge 
you to try using gift cards – I can almost guarantee that you will like it!  Please do not hesitate to ask me or Gina if 
you have any questions at all about the program. 
 

There are hard copies of the Vendor List on the info table at church.  You may call or email either of us or Ann and 
tell us what you want, or you may just write the cards you want on a note and leave it in the box on the info table – 
you do NOT have to use the computer, so don’t let that deter you from ordering.   Be sure to include a check made 
out to HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH with Gift Cards marked in the memo line. 
 

Orders and checks are due by the 1st Sunday of each month and the cards will be available by the following Friday.   
March orders are due on Sunday, March 1, 2020.  If are unable to attend church that day, just drop your order in 
the box early or give us a call. 
 
Questions?  Give us a call – we will be happy to answer them. 
 

Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 – janet.sirabian@gmail.com  
Gina Vera – 847 -439-0561 – gvera0908@gmail.com  

The Northwest Suburban Interfaith Council  
is collecting new socks  

for men, women and children  
for distribution to our homeless neighbors 

 in the Northwest Suburbs.   
Men’s socks are needed the most.  

They will be sent to the PADS locations at  
Kingswood Methodist Church in Buffalo Grove and 

United Church of Christ in Arlington Heights.   
Please help us fill the box!   

Collection will take place in February and March.  
Please help those less fortunate  

with a pair of new socks. 

Pack Food At Feed My Starving Children 

Thursday, April 2nd in Libertyville 

The Northwest Suburban Interfaith Council is holding  

2 packing sessions,  

at 6:00 to 7:30 and 8:00 to 9:30. 

All of the churches and synagogues in the council  

are asking their members to sign up and come pack food 

for starving children. 

A sign-up sheet is in the narthex.   

Please add your name to the list and join our Christian 

and Jewish friends to pack food. 

mailto:janet.sirabian@gmail.com
mailto:gvera0908@gmail.com


From Robert Braband, Contemporary Music Director: 
 
Finding new contemporary Christian music is not much of a challenge. It’s all over the place. 
Well-established sources like Hillsong and Bethel crank out new pieces and new artists at a 
breakneck pace, though I sometimes question the high-turnover rate for new groups and  
artists. If I ever make it big on the CCM scene, I’ll be looking over my shoulder all the time 
wondering how long it will take the next new artist to take my spot. Ah, such are the vagaries  
of life. 
 

Finding good new contemporary Christian music, now that’s a challenge. And finding good music that also 
lends itself well to group singing, as opposed to solo performance is even more of a challenge. Vocalists have 
to produce fancy stuff, or face nothingness. 
 
Which is why I seem to have evolved a two-prong approach to finding new songs for Hope’s Praise Team  
to offer our worship assembly on Sunday mornings. One proven source is YouTube’s algorithm for  
displaying on the right side of the video screen a list of “If you like what you’re watching now, you might  
also like these . . . .” videos. Over and over again I’ve been listening to a video of a song I’m trying to learn  
(or re-learn) and something on that right-side scroll catches my eye and I think “Now that looks interesting.” 
Thank you YouTube. 
 
The other source that frequently offers me insight about possible new music is you, the members of Hope, 
and the members of the Praise Team themselves. Which is how I was introduced to “Raise a Hallelujah” by 
Bethel Music. Grace Kennedy shared a note several months ago about how she thought the song would be a 
valuable addition to our worship song list. And she was absolutely right!  
 
“I raise a hallelujah in the presence of my enemies 
I raise a hallelujah louder than the unbelief 
I raise a hallelujah my weapon is a melody 
I raise a hallelujah heaven comes to fight for me 
I’m gonna sing in the middle of the storm 
Louder and louder you’re gonna hear my praises roar 
Up from the ashes hope will arise 
Death is defeated the King is alive.” 
 
Notwithstanding the fact that we introduced this song to worship a week or so ago, and will not use it again 
until we move into the Easter season (the word “hallelujah” not being used, by convention, in worship  
during the season of Lent) I was immediately moved by the strength of the lyrics. There’s a movement of  
resistance in them; despite all the reasons to not sing praise (which is what the Hebrew word “hallelujah” 
means) we will do so nonetheless! When it would be so much easier to remain silent, we will shout! When it 
would be so much easier to despair, we will hope beyond the ashes! Why? Because “death is defeated, the 
King is alive!” This is going to be a great, great, Easter season song. I’ll miss dwelling in the faith of “Raise a 
Hallelujah” during the season of Lent, but that will make the 50 days of Easter that much more beautiful. I 
pray that you will sing “Raise a Hallelujah” with as much strength and power as will the Praise Team sing it 
when we emerge from the Lenten journey.  
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1660 Checker Rd. 

Long Grove, IL 60047 

www.hopelutheran-elca.org 

Declare God’s love. 

Do God’s will. 

Dance with the Spirit. 

 

To contact the church office:  hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070. 
 

Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement  
church-wide via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.  
 

To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:  
pmater@aol.com 

Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org  
Join Hope on Facebook by using the link on the website or by searching  
for ‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’ and then clicking on the ‘Like” 
button. The website and Facebook page have updates on events at Hope, 
pictures and other miscellaneous information. 

Sunday Worship Schedule:  

 8:30 a.m.: Traditional Worship Service 
 9:45 a.m.: Sunday School and Grounds for Hope Cafe 
 11:00 a.m.: Contemporary Worship Service 
 
Starting Ash Wednesday, February 26: 
 Wednesday evening Lent worship 
  6:00 p.m.: Potluck supper 
  7:00 p.m.: Worship service 


