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As I am writing this, it’s now dark outside, 
the driving snow has lessened, and every-
thing outdoors is still. There is no street 
traffic, no snowplows, just the occasional 
sound of the furnace fan intermittently 
blowing warm air into each room of the 
house. All is well in this present calm, but  
I know the minute I turn on the TV news, 
I’m going to be quickly reminded of the 
chaos and uncertainty that lies outside my 
door, reminders that we are living in a 
most uncertain time.   
 

In these confusing times of Covid-19, we 
still face so many unknowns. Is the vaccine 
available to me? Is it that effective? What 
about my parent or my spouse? Why has 
there been such a long wait? Will the  
vaccine be effective against all of these 
new strains being reported? All of these 
uncertainties can overwhelm us. Our fears 
can consume us. There are loved ones we 
worry about, availability and access to the 
vaccines change quickly, often by the hour. 
Anxiety that builds up over all these issues 
is actually quite normal, but how often do 
we ask, “Where is God in the midst of that 
anxiety?” 
 

Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow 
or reap or store away in barns, and yet your 
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not 
much more valuable than they? Can any 
one of you by worrying add a  
single hour to your life? And why do you 
worry about clothes? See how the flowers 
of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. 

The Hopeful 
Hope Lutheran Church                                                                                 
Long Grove, Illinois                                          Pastor Jim Andrews 

 

 
We are worshipping  
publicly once again at 
Hope, starting Sunday, 
January 31. 
See page 3 for more  
information. 

 
  

All worship services will continue to 
be live-streamed on our Facebook 
page, and will also remain on the 
page for later viewing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The season of Lent began on Ash Wednesday, 

February 17, and continues throughout the 
month of March, culminating in Holy Week, 

which begins with Palm Sunday on March 28.  
Read more about opportunities for worship, 

study, and giving during Lent inside. 
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Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in 
all his splendor was dressed like one 
of these. Therefore do not worry 
about tomorrow, for tomorrow will 

worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its 
own.” Matthew 6:26-29,34 (NIV) 
 

These are verses taken from Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. 
Reading these verses ought to bring us a certain level of 
comfort, for in these verses we are reminded that God 
cares about us more than we can ever imagine. God  
reminds us that worrying doesn’t add any time to our 
lives. And God lays out some easy guidelines for us:  
Concentrate only on today, and stop worrying about  
tomorrow, about things you cannot control.  
 

So how can we move to a better place of choosing not to 
worry, by focusing on today? Here are a few suggestions: 

If you’re a parent working from home, with children on 
board: rather than worrying about your kids—about their 
future, their schoolwork, their psyches as they’re trapped 
in the house all day: take a deep breath and pray for 
them. Pray that your love will be as deep as God’s love  
for them. Set some time aside to just sit with them,  
helping them with homework and answering their endless 
questions. Watch them color and create and try to remind 
yourself that you won’t always have the ability to spend 
this much time with them, for soon this place in time will 
pass. Thank God for this day, for this time with them, and 
value these days that you may never experience ever 
again. 
 

If you’re worried about finances, about how much is  
left in your bank account, how much longer it will last, 
retirement funds, perhaps questioning how long the 
layoff will last and whether there will be another stimulus 
check coming—take a moment to pause and pray. Maybe 
something like: “God, You care for every living creature. 
You watch over the birds of the sky and provide for their 
daily needs. I believe Your words when You say that You 
care about us so much more than that. Give me the 
strength to trust that You will meet all of my needs  
today.” Pray and believe in this prayer, and then stop 
looking at your bank account. Instead, look at the food in 
your pantry and in your refrigerator. Be grateful for the 
things that you do have and stop fretting over the things 
that you don’t have.  
 

Turn the heat down a few degrees in your home and  
appreciate the blankets that keep you warm by night and 
the sweaters that warm you by day. Spend some time 
thinking of the ways that you can better utilize your  

resources each day. Thank God for showing you how to 
be more thoughtful in the ways that you consume and 
allow yourself to be drawn closer to God’s heart.  
 

In those times when the thought of sickness from the  
virus overwhelms you, what having to quarantine would 
mean, what impact it would have if your loved ones were 
to become infected—we should stop and pray, “Lord,  
I thank You for my good health, and the health of my  
family. If the day should come that I were to get sick, I 
know You will be right by my side, and that You will walk 
with me and bring me peace, as only You can.” 
 

We might then thank the countless doctors, nurses and 
scientists around the world who are bringing care to the 
sick and working to prevent more people from getting 
sick. Pray that God will continue to give them energy,  
inspiration, safety, and comfort as they do what God has 
been preparing them to do.        

 

These are but a few random thoughts and I am certain 
that through ruminating you can come up with many  
others. 
 

So now I ask you, what will you do today? Will you sit  
paralyzed in the fear of the unknown, allowing worry 
after worry to invade your thinking and adding no time  
to your life? Or, instead when dealing with uncertainty, 
will you pause, take a deep breath, and go to God with 
your anxiety, leaving your fears and anxieties at God’s 
feet? Will you then get up and embrace the grace of each 
day we have been given? Because you are needed. Even 
while working at home, the world needs you and your 
gifts.  
 

You can bring encouragement to someone today, through 
a phone call, a text message, an email, or a simple note. 
Maybe you now have the time to help an elderly neighbor 
or one who is out of work to get their groceries. Or  
perhaps contribute in some way to a food pantry. Maybe 
today, what you can do is simply be present with the ones 
you’re with, under the same roof, bringing confidence 
and good cheer. Maybe today, you could just listen for 
God’s voice. I think you’ll hear Him tell you that you’re 
needed and known, by God and by others. Today, more 
than ever. God needs your help. 
 

“Lord, thank You for today. Help me to do all I can today, 
for tomorrow will care for itself. Amen.” 
 

May this be a part of your Lenten meditation as we travel 
through these forty days together. 
 

God’s blessings on your journey,                                                                                                 

Pastor Jim 

(Continued from page 1) 
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We begin our series of special worship opportunities for Lent on Ash Wednesday,  

February 17, and continue each Wednesday evening until Holy Week.   

Services will be held at 7:00 p.m., and will also be live-streamed on Facebook Live. 

These worship services will focus on the theme “God’s Love is Shown”. 

This worship series for the six weeks of Lent 

delves into the rich and diverse aspects of our Lord’s love for us 

shown most clearly in the life, suffering, death and resurrection of 

Jesus. Each service focuses specifically on a meaningful descriptor 

of God’s love and applies that description to the words and actions 

of our Lord who is God’s love incarnate come down to save us.  

Restoring Hope 
 

Based on guidance from the State of Illinois and the Centers for Disease Control, public  
worship services at Hope have resumed, effective January 31, 2021 .   
Our area is currently in Phase 4 Mitigation of the Governor’s Restore Illinois Plan, in which 
gatherings of up to 50 people are permitted, with appropriate social distancing and hygiene 
protocols in place.  
 

 All are encouraged to use their own discretion in deciding when to resume attendance. 
 Services will continue to live-stream on our Facebook page, for those who wish to participate remotely. 
 We encourage general hygiene to protect the health of all who attend: hand sanitizer will be available, 

the church spaces cleaned regularly, and communal-use objects such as hymnals will be removed.   
 Masks and Social distancing will be required in the church building. 
 We encourage silent recitation and singing during worship. 
 Communion will be served by individual kits containing the elements. 
 Offering will be collected by dropping into a basket while exiting the sanctuary. 
 Bathrooms will be open, but all are encouraged to limit use to one person at a time. 

For more information, please visit the Worship page on our website: 

http://www.hopelutheran-elca.org/page/180021331/180111547/Worship  

Worship Schedule: 
Join us in person or remotely, to worship together. 

HOPE will continue to live-stream our worship services 
on Facebook live. 

The video messages will also remain on the page for later 
viewing. 

 
 

Sunday mornings:  
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship, with hymns and sung liturgy 

9:45 a.m. Education Hour 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship, with music from the Praise Team 

 

 
Wednesday evenings during Lent (starts 2/17): 

7:00 p.m. Worship featuring the theme: “God’s Love is Shown” 

http://www.hopelutheran-elca.org/page/180021331/180111547/Worship


Thursday evening Men's Study:    
 

Meetings are now being held  
via Zoom,  

every Thursday 6:30 p.m. 
Zoom link will be provided via 

email. 
If you are interested in joining, contact Tom Clark : 

tomclark1519@gmail.com 

Pub Chats 
Wednesday evenings, a couple of times a month,  

on Zoom video meetings 
 

 
 
Pub Chats will return after Easter with a new study.  Watch announcements for details. 
 
During Lent, Wednesday evening worship is offered each week, publicly and livestreamed on Facebook 

Hannah Circle meets on  
Tuesday, March 23 
7:00 p.m. on Zoom 

 
 

The Zoom link will be sent out by email—if you 
would like to participate,  

contact Debbie Duffy or Renee Clark. 

Grounds for Hope Lenten Study—Embracing the Uncertain by Magrey Devega 
Just turning on the news lets us know we are living in uncertain times. Pandemic 
breakouts, economic instabilities, eruptions of violence, and natural catastrophes can 
alter the lives and landscapes of entire communities. Our individual lives are often just 
as unsteady: relationships can break, plans can falter, and confidence can fail. 
 

Uncertainty can definitely be uncomfortable. Many of us prefer stability and a predictable future to an 
unknown fate. We are wired to want to control our destiny. The reality is that in our fast-changing,  
unpredictable world there are few guarantees in life. It's those who are willing to embrace uncertainty 
and make the risky decision to follow Jesus despite the many "unknowns" who will reap the greatest  
rewards. 
 
Embracing the Uncertain invites readers this Lent to engage and wrestle with life’s uncertainties, not  
ignore them. The first six chapters focus on six post-Transfiguration, pre-Passion stories in the Gospels. 
Each of these stories are signposts in the gospel narrative, pointing down at a world filled with  
uncertainty, but pointing us forward to a cross that can show us how to follow Jesus with courage, hope, 
and obedience. 
Chapter 7 then points us to the empty tomb and the proof of the resurrection and the freedom that it 
brings.  Each chapter requires very minimal reading. 
 
This study will begin Sunday morning, February 21 at 9:45 a.m. by Zoom, and will continue through 
Palm Sunday, March 28. An optional study will take place on Easter Sunday for those who wish to  
participate. Books for the study are available in the church office. A $5.00 donation is appreciated. 
 
I encourage you to join us in this small-group Bible study session for personal growth and personal  
meditation, and for the comfort it might bring after this most uncertain year that we have all endured. 
Finding positive ways in which to move forward can help in shaping a much healthier future for all of us. 
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When:    Thursday, March 11 2021, 9:30 a.m.  
 
Where:    Virtual meeting on Zoom 
 
Book:     “The Hiding Place” by Corrie ten Boom 

 

   At one time Corrie ten Boom would have laughed at the idea that there would ever be a story to tell. For the first 

fifty years of her life nothing at all out of the ordinary had ever  

happened to her. She was an old-maid watchmaker living contentedly with her spinster sister and their elderly father 

in the tiny Dutch house over their shop. Their uneventful days, as regulated as their own watches, revolved around 

their abiding love for one another. However, with the Nazi invasion and occupation of Holland, a story did ensue. 

 

   Corrie ten Boom and her family became leaders in the Dutch Underground, hiding Jewish people in their home in a 

specially built room and aiding their escape from the Nazis. For their help, all but Corrie found death in a concentra-

tion camp.  “The Hiding Place” is their story. 

 

More than conquering Covid-19 
 

It feels like total chaos right now once again.  The coronavirus pandemic has given way to live a moment of crazy  
uncertainty.  Anxiety and fear are ever present be it racism, job loss, in-person school, boredom (fill in the blank). 
Shelters and food banks are being strained to fill the needs in our communities.   
 

But I want to remind us that amongst all of it, our God sees us, and is for us.  These things do not have the power to 
speak into our lives when we recognize that the love of God speaks much louder.  This is an incredible moment for us 
as parents and youth supporters to remind ourselves and our students that we are a part of the kingdom that cannot 
be shaken. 
 

We are reminded in Romans 8:35-39, ‘Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?  Shall trouble or hardship or  
persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?....’  No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us.  For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, nor heavenly 
rulers neither the present nor the future, nor any power, neither height nor depth, not anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our lord.’ (NIV) 
 

When we pray, God’s voice overcomes, and we recognize that we are indeed more than conquerors.  We still get to 
be part of building the kingdom of heaven, even right now.  Let us not forget to encourage and support one another, 
lift each other up in prayer, and support those on the fringes.  Our students are watching how we will navigate this 
time, and they are looking to be led.  May we be vessels of mercy, grace, and peace toward those around us.  May 
we lean into the presence of the Holy Spirit in this time. 
 

There are no guarantees that our students will follow Christ even if we have a vibrant, purposeful relationship with 
God.  But, on the other hand, if we as parents and youth advocates do not do all we can to help our students develop 
meaningful relationships in Jesus, we miss a major opportunity to lead them and show them the path worth walking. 
 

Peace, 
Ben 

In person Youth 
S’more cook out 

March 28th, 2021 - 
5pm 

Weather  
permitting 
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As of Jan. 31st, 2021 
The Youth Group will be meeting  

in person In the large Fellowship hall  
or via Zoom  

Sundays at 9:45 am 
 

We will continue to meet via Zoom  
Sundays at 7:00pm 



STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
 

Submitted by Gina Vera gvera0908@gmail.com 847-962-4815 

 
April Stanley Video:  I have already received some pictures for the 

next “Stanley” video, which will be released after Easter.  Please  

continue to send pictures with you, your family, and your homemade 

doll.  If you need a Stanley, please contact me. 

 

Sanctuary Decoration:  Can you find your name among the hearts behind the  

altar?  Hearts also adorn the side walls of the sanctuary with names of people we pray 

for and words that express what we might pray for from our loving God.  He loves us 

all unconditionally and we have daily opportunities to share His love with others.  

 

 

The hearts will be taken down the day after Palm Sunday (March 29), from 11:00am-12:00pm.  Then, on 

Holy Saturday (April 3) from 9:30-11:00am, we will again decorate the sanctuary with “Alleluia” butterflies for 

our celebration of Jesus’ resurrection.  If you would like to help and are available either day, please let me 

know.  

 

Below, find the link to an “Alleluia” butterfly coloring page, specifically chosen as 

an Easter species to add to our current decorative butterfly collection.  If you  

need a little Covid stress relief or would just like to help, please color as many  

butterflies as you like and send them to the church office by Fri, April 2.   

Butterfly link: 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H6Rv0n7F35lDFUIaO0jgwY3ptKo-edGn/view 

 

Gift Cards:  Order form link: 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WWEH2s3mMtgA7lrJ0Rc_7rl1kLyl2BQD/view 

Next order placed on Sunday, March 7. 

See Vivian Sekel's MOM newsletter article for a way to support both Sue’s Food Pantry and the gift card 

program at the same time! 
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Easter is right around the corner on April 4th.  We are all looking forward to celebrating  
the resurrection of Christ.  During this time it reminds us all of the blessings that have  
been bestowed on us because of God’s love. 
 

Pre-pandemic we were able to share our blessings and celebrate with our community having a Hope Easter  
celebration and Easter Egg hunt.  This Easter we would like to share our blessings with those in need in our  
community. 
 

Hope Lutheran Church and our MOM group would like to partner with the Wheeling & Vernon Townships and  
Sue’s Pantry in Vernon Hills by donating gift cards.  The gift cards that are donated would help those in need with  
supplies and needed items (or maybe an “extra” for their families.) 
 

We ask that gift cards be purchased from many different sources - gas stations - Walmart - grocery stores - Target - 
fast food - - - - - just about any place.  I know I have some gift cards, or part of gift cards (balances could be written on 
cards) that I would be happy to donate.  Maybe some of you have some of these in your wallets also? 
 

Gift cards are easy to purchase through our church’s gift card program or just at your local store.  The beauty of gift 
cards is that they can be mailed to or dropped off at church. 
 

So, rather than buying sugary jelly beans, chocolate rabbits, or marshmallow chicken peeps, please consider getting a 
gift card (any amount would be appreciated) and give someone or a family in need an Easter Gift - it is truly a way to 
share our blessings. 
 

Thank you - MOM Committee  

GIFT CARD PROGRAM 
 
This is a repeat of what I shared about a year ago, but for anyone not familiar with how  
the program works, I will provide a little bit of detail here.  There is a box that has a small 
blackboard with the next order date on it, on the info table next to the large Fellowship Hall, 
which has order forms and is where you can place your orders each month.  The list of  

vendors is alphabetical, and there is a percentage listed next to each vendor.  That percentage is the charitable  
portion that goes back to the church.  And with that percentage, we are donating to various food pantries and 
homeless shelters.  The percentage for each vendor varies.  For instance, if you buy a $100 Jewel gift card, you get  
a $100 Jewel gift card, and HOPE gets $4 toward donating to local agencies.  If you buy $100 Lettuce Entertain You 
gift card, you get a $100 LEY gift card, and HOPE gets $12 toward a donation.  
  

The gift cards are so simple to use.  You do not have to use the entire card amount at one time.  If I go to Mariano’s 
and spend $56 and use the gift card, then there is a remaining balance of $44 to use the next time I shop at 
Mariano’s.  I urge you to try using gift cards – it’s a great way to help others with no additional cost to you.   
Please do not hesitate to ask me or Gina if you have any questions at all about the program. 
 

There are hard copies of the Vendor List on the info table at church.  You may call or email either of us or Ann and 
tell us what you want, or you may just write the cards you want on a note and leave it in the box on the info table – 
you do NOT have to use the computer, so don’t let that deter you from ordering.   Be sure to include a check made 
out to HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH with Gift Cards marked in the memo line. 
 

Orders and checks are due by the 1st Sunday of each month and the cards should be available by the following  
Friday.   March orders are due on Sunday, March 7, 2021.  If you are not comfortable attending church in person yet, 
give us a call.  AND if you are unable to get to church to pick the cards up, we will be happy to deliver them to you.   
 

Questions?  Give us a call – we will be happy to answer them. 
 

Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 – janet.sirabian@gmail.com  
Gina Vera – 847 -439-0561 – gvera0908@gmail.com  
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Our community continues to have significant food insecurity.  The Interfaith food pantries gave out bags 
and boxes of food to over 800 families in December.  Won’t you please help?  Listed below are the items 
most needed and the locations of the Interfaith and local township food pantries.  Thank you so much. 
Jeff Whitehead, Community Relations 
======================================================================================= 

Our food pantries and many of your neighbors desperately need your help!   
 
Due to the continued issues with the Corona virus, many more of our neighbors  
are in need of food and every day supplies.  Please help us support our local food  
pantries either through monetary donations or purchasing of needed supplies.  
If you are in need, see the list below of our food pantries and the township food pantries. 
If you are able, please purchase and donate any of the following items: 
 

Canned Soup              Canned Chili  Crackers      Shampoo 
Canned Fruit               Cereals                       Ramen Noodles Toilet Paper 
Canned Vegetables     Peanut Butter             Pasta Sauce  Paper Towels 
Grape Jelly                  Oatmeal                     Soap   Flour 
Boxed Pasta                Mac & Cheese           Spaghetti O’s  Snacks 
Canned Tuna              Canned Chicken         Bagged Rice      Tooth Paste                              
Baby Diapers  Vegetable Oil    Laundry detergent  
 
Locations of our food pantries, pick up and drop off hours: (Please note that many food pantries 
have geographical restrictions for food distribution:) 
 
1. St. Mary Parish: 10 N. Buffalo Grove Road, Buffalo Grove. Food is distributed on the third Saturday 

of the month. (ID and current utility bill required) Food Donations will be collected on the first weekend of 
the month: Saturdays from 3:30 to 5:00 p.m. and Sunday from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m. If you cannot donate 
at these times, please contact the parish office at 847-541-1450 ext. 131 to make arrangements. 

2. Kingswood Methodist Church: 401 W. Dundee Road, Buffalo Grove, IL. Food is distributed on Thurs-
days from 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon. (ID and proof of residency in Wheeling Township required.) Food 
donations are collected 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Please leave food donations inside the church on the 
east side entrance on the tables provided. 

3. St. Alphonsus 411 N. Wheeling Road, Prospect Heights. Food is distributed on the 1st and 3rd Satur-
days of the month from 10:00 a.m. to Noon. (ID, proof of residency in Prospect Heights, Wheeling or Mt. 
Prospect and current utility bill required) Food donations are collected between 9:00 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday near the school entrance facing Wheeling Road. 

4. Beth Am: 1377 Abbot Court, Buffalo Grove Food is distributed on the last Sunday of the month or 
call: 847-383-5017. (ID required.) 

Township pantries: 
1. Vernon Township: 3050 N. Main Street, Buffalo Grove:  Drive through pantry hours 1st and 3rd 

Wednesday 9:00-12:00, families at 8:00 (847) 634-4600, ID required. Donations of non-perishable foods 
are accepted 9am to 1pm.  

2. Wheeling Township: 1616 N Arlington Heights Rd, Arlington Heights, IL 60004. (847) 259-7730 
Pre-packed bags are available on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays between 9 a.m. and noon, 
and again between 1 p.m. – 4 p.m. Residents will need to provide a picture ID and proof of residency. 
Donations of food are accepted Monday – Friday from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

 
For more information on any of our programs, please contact us by e-mail or telephone: 
nwsinterfaith@gmail.com, 224-699-0386 or visit our website at:  
http://www.northwestsuburbaninterfaith.org  
Donations may be made directly to: Northwest Suburban Interfaith Council 
                                                          PO Box 5301 
                                                          Buffalo Grove, IL 60089 

about:blank
about:blank


March Membership Anniversaries 

NAME: YEARS AS A MEMBER OF HOPE: 
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       Pastor Jim  jamesandrews16@aol.com 
   President:   Renee Clark  renee@reneeclarkhomes.com  
   Vice President:    Nate Schuller  neschuller@outlook.com   
   Secretary:   Pam Kennedy  garyandpamk@aol.com   
   Treasurer:   Lynne Schneider  lynliz@comcast.net   
   Christian Education Director: Kate Broz  cube2.0@gmail.com 
   Community Relations Director: Jeff Whitehead  mightybadger@aol.com 
   Fellowship Director:  Janice Peterson  janicepeterson80@yahoo.com 
   Membership/Outreach Director: Vivian Sekel  sekelvivian@gmail.com  
   Properties Director:  Fred Vogt  fvogt417@gmail.com 
   Stewardship Director:  Gina Vera  gvera0908@gmail.com 
   Worship & Music Director: Juanita Wundsam truluci3@gmail.com  
   Youth Director:    

Charlene Brondyke 37 

Kate Broz & family 2 

Doug & Milda Fritsch 36 

Rory & Cheryl Gilbert & family 18 

Norris Harstad 24 

John Heinzinger 30 

Gary & Pam Kennedy & family 24 

Kermit & Pat Lambert & family 37 

Karen Meyer 18 

Steve Oller & family 19 

Eric & Carol Otterbein 29 

Joe Peplow 19 

Dean & Gretchen Schneider 2 

Rich & Jenna Schoeneman & family 23 

Bruce & Robin Wheeler & family 37 

Jeff & Kathy Whitehead & family 29 



Dear friends, 
There are times you make a decision to do something right, to correct a wrong, to make a  
statement about your values. And then the “Law of Unintended Consequences” rears its  
head and hell breaks loose. And it’s all downhill from there. Though this has been my personal 
experience time and time again (let’s not go into details, if you please), I came across this  
phenomenon while doing research on a new song the Praise Team is working on. “Who You  
are to Me” is on Chris Tomlin’s latest album, featuring Lady A, and I recognized that voice  
immediately as that of Hillary Scott from the country-rock band “Lady Antebellum.” One of  
the cover bands I used to play in did one of their of their songs and if I recall correctly I used a  

            pretty nice Hammond organ riff to replace the Nashville steel guitar. So far so good. 
 

Last year, before the group signed on to Tomlin’s new project but after the George Floyd and Black Lives Matter  
protests consumed our attention, the band’s members decided to change their name from “Lady Antebellum” to 
“Lady A.” It was, they said, a way for them to recognize that racial prejudice needs to be addressed by all people and 
the word “antebellum” conjures images of post-Civil War Southern culture, Jim Crow, and the KKK. Hence, the name 
change. “We’ve watched and listened more than ever these last few weeks, and our hearts have been stirred with 
conviction, our eyes opened wide to the injustices, inequality and biases black women and men have always faced 
and continue to face every day. Now, blind spots we didn’t even know existed have been revealed.” “Lady A” it was. 
 

Except there already is a recording artist who uses the stage name “Lady A.” Anita White, a 61-year-old Seattle based 
blues singer has been recording under the name Lady A for over twenty years. Ms. White was none too happy to see 
her name stolen and, to date, a lawsuit is working it’s way through the court system and, say it with me, “what 
should have been a good thing turns out to be a mess.” Been there done that. 
 

Nonetheless, the song is wonderful and will bring to our worship experience a vital message of faith in God.  
 

“Some people think You're distant, Just some words on a page,  
That You're nothing more than fables, Handed down along the way,  
But I've seen You part the waters, When no one else could pull me from the deep  
That's who You are to me.  
You're amazing faithful love's open door When I'm empty You fill me with hunger for more  
Of Your mercy Your goodness Lord You're the air that I breathe That's who You are to me.” 
 

The Judeo-Christian understanding of God’s immediacy, intimate presence, contiguity is what sets us apart from  
other religious forms. I still remember the Old Testament seminary lecture about how the earliest Hebrew writings 
think of God as the tribe’s patriarch who lives in the big tent closest to the oasis, the Elder whose door is always open 
and whose passion is for the well-being and safety of his people. That kind of divine immediacy, witnesses also by our 
Lord Jesus who addresses this same  God as “Abba,” father, more literally “dad.” That kind of divine immediacy. 
 

I pray that the two Lady A’s work something out that reveals a new way for our nation to respond to the tragedy  
of our racial sins. And honors copyright issues. Perhaps, just thinking out loud here, each of us should find a way to 
continue to change the way America deals with our sinful racial history. That could only be a good thing, given that 
the Law of Unintended Consequences doesn’t pop up every time we make a choice. It doesn’t, right? 
 
Peace. Robert Braband, Contemporary Worship Music Leader 
 
“Who You Are to Me” CCLI Song # 7153627 Charles Kelly | Chris Tomlin | Dave Haywood | Hillary Scott © Capitol 
CMG Paragon (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) S. D. G. Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Remaining 
portion is unaffiliated For use solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved.  www.ccli.com CCLI Li-
cense # 1133499 
 
PS. A two-bit reward for the first person who identifies the Lady Antebellum song from ten years ago. 
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1660 Checker Rd. 

Long Grove, IL 60047 

www.hopelutheran-elca.org 

Declare God’s love. 

Do God’s will. 

Dance with the Spirit. 

 

To contact the church office:  hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070. 
 

Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement  
church-wide via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.  
 

To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:  
pmater@aol.com 

Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org  
Join Hope on Facebook by using the link on the website or by searching  
for ‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’ and then clicking on the ‘Like” 
button. The website and Facebook page have updates on events at Hope, 
pictures and other miscellaneous information. 

Worship Schedule: 
Join us in person or remotely, to worship together. 

HOPE will continue to live-stream our worship services 
on Facebook live. 

The video messages will also remain on the page for later viewing. 
 
 

Sunday mornings:  
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship, with hymns and sung liturgy 

9:45 a.m. Education Hour 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship, with music from the Praise Team 

 

 
Wednesday evenings during Lent (starts 2/17): 

7:00 p.m. Worship featuring the theme: “God’s Love is Shown” 


