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"Mercy without justice is the mother of 
dissolution; justice without mercy is  
cruelty."-Thomas Aquinas. 
 
When the day comes for me to stand  
before God’s throne, it is my sincerest 
hope that I will be judged in and through 
God’s mercy and not by justice. For  
Romans 6:23 tells us clearly that all of us 
are sinners who deserve death for our 
sins, and if God were to deal with us in a 
just manner, that is, in the manner that 
we deserve, not one of us would have a 
leg to stand on. It is only by God’s grace 
and mercy that the true gift of salvation 
has been given to us and verse 14 tells 
us that we sinners are freed from the law 
and made acceptable by God’s grace, 
stemming from God’s undeserved love 
for us. 
 

As sinners, we have been instruments  
of wickedness, spiritually dead and  
allowing our mortal bodies to obey our 
evil desires. Due to our sinfulness, we 
are subject to God’s wrath and the justice 
we deserve demands payment, however, 
the payment is a debt we are unable pay. 
We cannot do enough good works or 
come up with enough of a monetary  
payment to buy our way into eternal life. 
There is not one single thing we sinners 
can do to change the justice we deserve. 
In our own power, we are weak and  
desperately hopeless. In fact, a self-
righteous person does not realize their 
need for salvation. But fortunately for us, 
our God is a God who turns hopeless-
ness into abundant life.  
For we have a God who is rich in mercy.  

The Hopeful 
Hope Lutheran Church                                                                                 
Long Grove, Illinois                                          Pastor Jim Andrews 

 
Newly-elected members of 
the Church Council were 

installed during worship on 
Sunday, February 13. 

 
 
 
 

Daylight Saving Time 
Begins Sunday March 13 
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Mercy quite simply, is God’s  
compassion for our hopeless  
and helpless situation and frees 

us from the judgement we deserve. Instead, God 
shows sympathy, and kindness by making it possible 
for us to step out of our dreary hopelessness in  
exchange for God’s bountiful life. At the same time, 
we must realize that God does not owe us mercy.  
In fact, mercy cannot be owed because it is given 
freely to someone who doesn’t deserve it, no matter 
how righteous they think they are. God’s mercy is 
free! 
 

We also need to realize that God is rich in mercy – 
that is – God is very patient with us. If God began 
distributing justice from the time of our very first sin, 
none of us would have ever gotten beyond our  
childhood. Rather, our just God chooses to hold off 
declaring judgement to a later time that we might 
firsthand experience God’s mercy, repent of our sins, 
and accept Christ as our Savior. God’s mercy is rich! 
 

Martin Luther got it right when he said, "No theology 
is genuinely Christian which does not arise from and 
focus on the cross." The cross reveals God’s mercy, 
grace, and justice, in a most provocative way.  
Because God’s anger and mercy met at the cross of 
Christ who paid our debt of sin for us, we can be 
blessed by becoming a new creation and a child of 
God. God’s mercy is great! 
 

Mercy trumps justice, but if we turn our backs on 
God’s mercy, our hopelessness remains and rather 
than eternal life with God, we face damnation, an 
eternal life of misery. Rejecting God’s mercy is 
choosing justice and judgement instead. And we  
can expect to receive the justice and wages of our 
sin – eternal separation from God and God’s mercy. 
God’s mercy is great! 
 

To add icing to the cake, so to speak, God is not  
only rich in mercy, but God’s love is great. As Luther 
reminds us, to see the greatness of God’s love, we 
only need to look at the cross. Jesus, the sinless son 
of God, took our place. It should have been us on the 
cross, but Jesus took all of our sins upon Himself and 
willingly went to the cross so that we could receive 
God’s forgiveness and accept His mercy. We read  
in 2 Corinthians 5:21, “God made him who had no 
sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become 
the righteousness of God.” Jesus’ blood covers all  
of our sins, making us righteous before God. God’s 
love is great!  

In Romans 5:8 we read, “But God demonstrates his 
own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us.” We have heard stories of valor in 
which soldiers have thrown themselves on a grenade 
to save their comrades, or of a police officer who 
steps in front of a bullet. But how often do you hear  
a story where someone sacrifices their life for their 
enemy? This is what Jesus did for us. As lost  
sinners, we are like enemies of God, defying God’s 
will for us. But, Christ loved us enough to take the 
bullet of sin for us. God’s mercy is great! 
 

If mercy means God not giving us the punishment 
and justice we deserve, then grace is God giving us 
blessings we do not deserve. Rather than justice, 
God favors us when we choose to accept this free 
gift of salvation by faith in Christ. It is only by God’s 
grace that we receive the blessing of salvation and 
eternal life. We cannot earn it. If I were to give you a 
gift, but you want to pay me for it, it is no longer a 
gift. And if you refuse it, then it certainly is no longer 
a gift. It is only a gift when you accept it. Christ has 
already paid the price for the gift of salvation with His 
life. Once we accept the gift of salvation our debt is 
marked “paid in full” with the very blood that Jesus 
shed on the cross in our place. The grace God offers, 
is the undeserved gift of eternal life. God’s grace is 
great! 
 

Rather than being spiritually dead in our sin, God’s 
grace and mercy makes us a new creation that is 
now spiritually alive. And when we pass on into  
eternity, there is a place waiting for us in heaven 
where we will dwell with Christ for all eternity. 
 

The salvation we seek cannot be accomplished by 
our works. We can’t earn it and we can’t buy it.   
Salvation is entirely an act of God’s goodness and 
unmerited favor, and only for God’s glory. When we 
are able to see ourselves as the true sinners we are 
and the grace and love that God has for us despite 
our sinfulness, it is then that we choose to accept or 
reject God’s gift of salvation. Accepting it by faith 
leads to eternal life in heaven with Christ. Rejecting it 
leads to the justice we deserve – eternal separation 
from God in the worst possible place of anguish. 
God’s mercy, grace, and love are great!  
 

I hope you will join us each Wednesday evening  
and Sunday morning, as well as Holy Week through 
Easter as we explore in greater depth the theme:  
In View of God’s Mercy. Once you can see it from 
all sides, what will you choose? 
 

God’s Mercy, Grace, and Love,                                                                                                    
Pastor Jim 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Join us in worship for the season of Lent. 

 

Lent is a season when we take a look at our lives in view of God’s mercy 

toward us in the sacrifice of his Son for us on the cross.  

We, in turn, are called by God, especially during this time of  

repentance and reflection, to be living sacrifices for him, displaying  

our devotion to him in word and deed. Jesus helps us to see the  

richness of God’s mercy in his life, death and resurrection.  

The services in this worship series for Lent by theology professor  

David Peter focus our eyes of faith on the meaning behind God’s mercy 

made manifest in Christ.  
 

ASH WEDNESDAY:  March 2   Mercy in Ashes 

WEEK ONE: Sunday, March 6     Mercy in Temptation 

WEEK TWO: Sunday,, March 13  Mercy in Suffering 

WEEK THREE: Sunday, March 20   Mercy in Betrayal 

WEEK FOUR: Sunday. March 27    Mercy in Relationships 

WEEK FIVE: Sunday, April 3       Mercy in Service 

PALM SUNDAY: April 10      Mercy in Palms 

MAUNDY THURSDAY: April 14      Mercy in Bread & Wine 

GOOD FRIDAY:  April 15      Mercy in the Cross 

EASTER SUNDAY  April 17   Mercy in the Open Tomb 

Lenten Prayer and Reflection 

 

Pastor Jim will be leading a 

time of Prayer and Reflection 

each Wednesday evening  

during Lent:   

March 9, 16, 23, and 30 

   and April 6 

starting at 7:00 p.m. on Facebook Live. 
 

Please note that this is a virtual event only—

there will be no live services at the church. 
 

Here is a link to our Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/Hope-Lutheran-Church-Long-

Grove-IL-153187064718592/  

 

These messages will remain on the page for 
later viewing. 

https://www.facebook.com/Hope-Lutheran-Church-Long-Grove-IL-153187064718592/
https://www.facebook.com/Hope-Lutheran-Church-Long-Grove-IL-153187064718592/
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 

Chicken Noodle 

Soup 

3 

Creamy Peanut 

Butter 

4 

Bar Soap 

5 

Boxed Potatoes 

6 

Apple Juice 

7 

Grape Jelly 

8 

Hamburger 

Helper 

9 

Canned Fruit 

10 

Canned  

Tomatoes 

11 

Alfredo Sauce 

12 

Canned Green 

Beans 

13 

Canned Tuna 

14 

Oatmeal 

15 

Jar of  

Applesauce 

16 

Canned Peas 

17 

Box of Pasta 

18 

Monetary  

Donation 

19 

Canned Meat 

20 

Baked Beans 

21 

Box of Crackers 

22 

Package of Rice 

23 

Bag of Flour 

24 

Spaghetti 

Sauce 

25 

Powdered Milk 

26 

Tomato Soup 

27 

Granola Bars 

28 

Canned Corn 

29 

Cranberry Juice 

30 

Crunchy Peanut 

Butter 

31 

Syrup 

  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

Pancake Mix 

2 

Can of Mixed 

Vegetables 

3 

Tomato Sauce 

4 

Bag of Masa 

Flour 

5 

Beef Stew 

6 

Shampoo 

7 

Your favorite 

snack 

8 

Corn Muffin Mix 

9 

Canned  

Pineapple 

10 

Canned Ham 

11 12 13 14 15 16 

Lent - 40 Days of Giving Challenge  
Be inspired to GIVE instead of giving something up  

 

2 Easy ways to participate:  
 

1. Collect 40 non perishable items  
a. Set up a personal box or bin for collecting and add 1 item per day, for 40 days.  
 (See calendar below for suggested food items) 
b. Deliver your 40 items to the Food Pantry at the end of Lent  
 (or drop off each week)  
 

2. Pledge a Daily Donation  
a. Pledge a dollar amount each day, for 40 days. 
b. submit your final donation at the end of Lent. You can give .25 per day (or $10),  
     $1 per day (or $40), $5 per day (or $200)... any amount is appreciated  
 
Collection will take place during 40 days of Lent,  
beginning Ash Wednesday (March 2nd), through Palm Sunday (April 10th)  
Bring your collected items during Holy Week,  offerings will be blessed on Easter 
Sunday, before being distributed to local food pantries. 
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Thursday evening  

Men's Study:    
 

Meetings are being held via Zoom,  
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. 

Zoom link will be provided via email. 
If you are interested in joining, contact Tom Clark: 

tomclark1519@gmail.com 

Hannah Circle  
will meet 

Tuesday, March 22 
at 7:00  

at church.   
We will continue our study:  
“Experiencing God's Peace”  

by Elizabeth George  
Contact Debbie Duffy: Duffyde626@aol.com 

 
Grounds For Hope Café—What’s So Amazing About Grace? 

 
Grace is the church's great distinctive. It's the one thing the world cannot duplicate, and  
the one thing it craves above all else--for only grace can bring hope and transformation  
to a jaded world. 
 

In the updated video version, What's So Amazing About Grace? award-winning author Philip Yancey explores grace 
at street level. Yancey asks, if grace is God's love for the undeserving, then what does it look like in action? And if 
Christians are its sole dispensers, then how are we doing at lavishing grace on a world that knows far more of cruelty 
and unforgiveness than it does of mercy? The future for Christians depends on how we master the art of giving 
grace.  
 

Grace does not excuse sin, says Yancey, but it treasures the sinner. True grace is shocking, scandalous. It shakes our 
conventions with its insistence on getting close to sinners and touching them with mercy and hope. It forgives and 
forgets. And we as Christians should learn to be better at dispensing it. 
 

You can get in on learning to be more grace-filled by joining us for this 6-session study on the Sundays during Lent, by 

joining us here in the Small Fellowship Hall between services at 9:45 a.m., beginning March 6th. Study guides will be 

available at the first session, and we will be following a video featuring Philip Yancey as he teaches us how to live a 

life full of “amazing grace”. If you cannot meet with us live, but still wish to be a part of the study, contact Pastor Jim 

and we can discuss the possibility of a zoom option. 
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HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH LENTEN CALENDAR 
 

A devotional activity for the season of Lent,  
to remind us  daily of the many ways in which Jesus has taught us to be kind. 

 
PLEASE START THIS LENTEN ACTIVITY ON ASH WEDNESDAY 

YOU WILL FINISH IT ON EASTER SUNDAY WITH A BEAUTIFUL CROSS AND A  
REMEMBRANCE OF GOD’S LOVE TO US ALL. 

 
Materials for this project have been emailed to the congregation,  

and printed copies are available in the narthex.   
If you would like to have a copy sent to you, please contact the church office. 
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GIFT CARD PROGRAM 
 

I have shared this previously, but I’m sharing again to be sure everyone is aware of how 
the Gift Card program works.  There is a box that has a small blackboard with the next 
order date on it on the info table next to the large Fellowship Hall which has order forms 
and where you can place your orders each month.  The list of vendors is alphabetical, 
and there is a percentage listed next to each vendor.  That percentage is the charitable 

portion that goes back to the church.  This month’s proceeds will go to GiveNKind, a great organization that connects 
donations with local non-profits.  The percentage for each vendor varies.  For instance, if you buy a $100 Jewel gift 
card, you get a $100 Jewel gift card, but HOPE gets $4 toward donating to local agencies.  If you buy a $100 Lettuce  
Entertain You gift card, you get a $100 LEY gift card, and HOPE gets $12 toward a donation.  This month’s promo is to 
use gift cards to get your Easter basket goodies and dinner essentials! 
  

The gift cards are so simple to use.  You do not have to use the entire card amount at one time.  If I go to Mariano’s 
and spend $56 and use the gift card, then there is a remaining balance of $44 to use the next time I shop at 
Mariano’s.  I urge you to try using gift cards – it’s a great way to help others with no additional cost to you.  Please do 
not hesitate to ask me or Gina if you have any questions at all about the program. 
 

There are hard copies of the Vendor List on the info table at church.  You may call or email either of us or Ann and tell 
us what you want, or you may just write the cards you want on a note and leave it in the box on the info table – you 
do NOT have to use the computer, so don’t let that deter you from ordering.   Be sure to include a check made out 
to HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH with Gift Cards marked in the memo line. 
 

Orders and checks are due by the 1st Sunday of each month and the cards should be available by the following  
Friday.   March orders are due on Sunday, March 6, 2022.  If you are not comfortable attending church in person yet, 
give us a call.  AND if you are unable to get to church to pick the cards up, we will be happy to deliver them to you.   
 

Questions?  Give us a call – we will be happy to answer them. 
 

Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 – janet.sirabian@gmail.com           Gina Vera – 847-439-0561 – gvera0908@gmail.com
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A Hope Lutheran Church Lenten project has been created and sent to our members. This will be celebrating our  
Lenten season with words of Hope and Kindness. The end result of this project will be a wonderful Easter Cross which 
you can display in your home or share it with us at church.  
If you do not have a printer, please reach out to Ann and she will send you a hard copy or there will be copies available 
at church for you to pick up. Also feel free to share this activity with others (friends and family).  
 
 
The MOM committee has initiated a Hope Lutheran Church Reunion. We have secured a venue and a date for this 
event. On June 4th the brunch/lunch event will take place at Hawthorn Woods Country Club. We will be inviting past 
members to join us for fellowship and reconnections. More details will soon come and be available. Please put this on 
your calendars and “Save the Date.”  
 
 
We are looking forward to Spring and Summer with many opportunities to reach out to 
others in our community and our church. Please let me know if you have any ideas for 
reaching out to others this year. We certainly want to help our community and all ideas 
are welcome.  

mailto:janet.sirabian@gmail.com
mailto:gvera0908@gmail.com
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                                                         "A Lenten Journey" 

1.  Jesus, Still Lead On                                             a. Take all my guilt away 

2.  Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me                                        b. For sinners such as I 

3.  Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow          c.  All the light of sacred story 

4.  Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer                      d.  In depths of burning light 

5.  On My Heart Imprint Your Image                    e.  Guide us by your hand 

6.  My Song Is Love Unknown                                 f.  A home within a wilderness 

7.  Jesus, the Very Thought of You                  g.  Hold me with your powerful hand  

8.  I Am Trusting You, Lord Jesus                          h.  Rest within your light 

9.  My Faith Looks Up to Thee                         i.  gleams and burns the guiding light  

10. Beneath the Cross of Jesus                          j.  Here a pure and healing fountain 

11. In the Cross of Christ I Glory                             k.  My Saviors' Love to Me 

12. Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus                       l. chart and compass come from thee    

13. Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed                          m. Blessed Jesus King of Grace 

14. Come to Calvary's Holy Mountain                     n.  Trusting You for full salvation 

15. My God How Wonderful Thou Art                     o.  For sinners such as I 

 

Most clues are from the first verse of each hymn.  Lenten hymns can be quite challenging.   

Answers will appear in the April Hopeful.    

 
Join us in person or remotely, to worship together. 

HOPE will continue to live-stream our worship services  
on Facebook live. 

The video messages will also remain on the page for later viewing. 
 

Sunday mornings: 
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship, with hymns and sung liturgy 

9:45 a.m. Education Hour 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship, music with the Praise Team 

 
 

Ash Wednesday—March 2 
Maundy Thursday—April 14 

Good Friday—April 15 
7:00 p.m. Worship in person at the church and remotely on Facebook live. 

 
Wednesday evenings during Lent: 

March 9, 16, 23, 30 and April 6 
Lenten Prayer and Reflection 
Remotely on Facebook Live 



 

Pub Chats 

Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m., a couple of times a month,  
Location to be announced 

 
 
 

This group will not meet during the season of Lent. 
Watch for announcements of a new study beginning after Easter. 
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March Membership Anniversaries 

 
When: Thursday, March 10, 9:30 a.m.  
 
Where: Large Fellowship Hall at church  
 
Book: The Wedding Dress by Rachel Hauck 
 

Four brides throughout time. One dress that ties them all together.  
Charlotte owns a chic Birmingham bridal boutique. Dressing brides for their big day is her gift—and  
her passion. But with her own wedding day approaching, why can’t she find the perfect dress—or feel 
certain she should marry Tim? 
Then Charlotte purchases a vintage dress in a battered trunk at an estate sale. It looks brand-new, 
shimmering with pearls and satin, hand-stitched and timeless in its design. But where did it come 
from? Who wore it? 
Charlotte’s search for the gown’s history—and its new bride—begins as a distraction from her  
sputtering love life. But it takes on a life of its own as she comes to know the women who have worn 
the dress. Emily from 1912. Mary Grace from 1939. Hillary from 1968. Each with something unique  
to share. For woven within the threads of the beautiful hundred-year-old gown is the truth about  
Charlotte’s heritage, the power of courage and faith, and the beauty of finding true love. 
Rachel Hauck sweeps the reader away in this New York Times bestselling tale of faith, redemption,  
and timeless love.  

 March 2022 

NAME: YEARS AS A MEMBER OF HOPE: 
  

Charlene Brondyke 38 

Doug & Milda Fritsch 37 

Rory & Cheryl Gilbert & family 19 

Norris Harstad 25 

John Heinzinger 31 

Gary & Pam Kennedy & family 25 

Kermit & Pat Lambert & family 38 

Karen Meyer 19 

Steve Oller & family 20 

Eric & Carol Otterbein 30 

Joe Peplow 20 

Dean & Gretchen Schneider 3 

Rich & Jenna Schoeneman & family 24 

Bruce & Robin Wheeler & family 38 

Jeff & Kathy Whitehead & family 30 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Praise 
Team 

2 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Fellow-
ship 
7:00 pm Worship 

3 
 
 
6:30 pm Men’s 
Bible Study on 
Zoom 

4 
 
 
7:30 pm AA 
 
8:00 pm White 
Stone Church 

5 
8:00 a.m.  Men’s 
Breakfast—Billy’s 
Pancake House 

6 7 
3:30 pm Bell 
Choir 

 

6:30 pm Boy 
Scouts 
 

6:00 pm Worship 
Music Committee 
on Zoom 

8 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Praise 
Team 

9 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Prayer 
and Reflection 
On Facebook 
Live 

10 
9:30 am Book 
Nook 

 

 
6:30 pm Men’s 
Bible Study on 
Zoom 

11 
 
 
7:30 pm AA 
 
8:00 pm White 
Stone Church 

12 

13 14 
3:30 pm Bell 
Choir 
 
6:30 pm Church 
Council 
 
6:30 pm Boy 
Scouts 

15 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Praise 
Team 

16 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Prayer 
and Reflection 
On Facebook 
Live 

17 
 
 
6:30 pm Men’s 
Bible Study on 
Zoom 

18 
 
 
7:30 pm AA 
 
8:00 pm White 
Stone Church 

19 
8:00 a.m.  Men’s 
Breakfast—Billy’s 
Pancake House 

20 21 
 
3:30 pm Bell 
Choir 
 
6:30 pm Boy 
Scouts 

22 
 
7:00 pm Hannah 
Circle 
 
7:00 pm Praise 
Team 

23 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Prayer 
and Reflection 
On Facebook 
Live 

24 
 
 
6:30 pm Men’s 
Bible Study on 
Zoom 

25 
 
 
7:30 pm AA 
 
8:00 pm White 
Stone Church 

26 

27 28 
 
3:30 pm Bell 
Choir 
 
6:30 pm Boy 
Scouts 

29 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Praise 
Team 

30 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Prayer 
and Reflection 
On Facebook 
Live 

31 
 
 
6:30 pm Men’s 
Bible Study on 
Zoom 
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Sunday Worship Schedule:   
      at Church and on Facebook 
8:30 am  Traditional Worship 
9:45 am Education Hour 
11:00am Contemporary Worship 
  1:00 pm  Church of Eternal Hope 
  4:00 pm  White Stone Church 



1660 Checker Rd. 

Long Grove, IL 60047 

www.hopelutheran-elca.org 

Declare God’s love. 

Do God’s will. 

Dance with the Spirit. 

 

To contact the church office:  hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070. 
 

Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement  
church-wide via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.  
 

To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:  
pmater@aol.com 

Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org  
Join Hope on Facebook by using the link on the website or by searching  
for ‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’ and then clicking on the ‘Like” 
button. The website and Facebook page have updates on events at Hope, 
pictures and other miscellaneous information. 

Worship Schedule: 
Join us in person or remotely, to worship together. 

HOPE will continue to live-stream our worship services on Facebook live. 
The video messages will also remain on the page for later viewing. 

 
Sunday mornings: 

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship, with hymns and sung liturgy 
9:45 a.m. Education Hour 

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship, music with the Praise Team 
 

Ash Wednesday—March 2 
7:00 p.m. Worship in person at the church and remotely on Facebook live. 

 

Wednesday evenings during Lent: 
March 9, 16, 23, 30 and April 6 
Lenten Prayer and Reflection 
Remotely on Facebook Live 


