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Last Sunday was the day many 
Christians celebrated Easter, the 
Resurrection of our reigning King, 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. On 
Easter, Christians are filled with  
love, faith, joy, and hope because 
God’s sufficient grace has, is and will 
always prevail. The Apostle Peter 
states this well when he encourages 
us to think of Easter not as a single 
day but from the viewpoint of “with 
the Lord a day is like a thousand 
years, and a thousand years are like 
a day”  (2 Peter 3:8). 
 

Peter helps us to consider that after 
all this time, the risen Savior is still 
with us, just as He promised.  
However, as time goes by, it is not 
unusual for us to forget, or to water 
down the importance of promises  
or commitments kept. And so our 
faith becomes diluted, because we 
look at those promises from our  
fragile human standpoint.  
 

But, time simply has no bearing on 
what God says He will do. Despite 
personal difficulties, financial  
struggles, family concerns, or political 
conflict, whatever those things that 
make us retreat and turn away, 
Christ will always be here. Having 
shared in our sufferings and risen 
with Godly power, Jesus intervenes 
in the events and course of our lives 
now, tomorrow, and forever. Unlike 
our fragile faith at times, Christ never 
leaves us. 

2018 

The Hopeful 
Hope Lutheran Church                                                                                 
Long Grove, Illinois                                          Pastor Jim Andrews 

ANNUAL STEAK DINNER  
 

SILENT AUCTION * REVERSE RAFFLE * KEY RAFFLE 

MASTER CHEF JUNIOR CONTEST 
 

•Saturday, April 27 – 5 PM to 8 PM 

•Hope Lutheran church  

•Vegetarian and chicken options available 

•$15/person, no more than $50/family 

•kids under 5 free 

•Fund raiser for youth mission trips 

•Auction / raffle Items: 

•Event tickets 

•Gift baskets 

•Gift cards 

•electronics 
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The miracle of the resurrection 
is critical to salvation and the 
Christian faith. Without truly 
recognizing the sacrifice  

that Jesus made for us, it is easy for us to get  
complacent, and to be weakened by a non-believer’s 
viewpoints. 
 

Scoffers will claim Christ was unconscious  
and not dead – that His wounds caused Him to pass 
out, and He was removed from the cross while still 
alive. Although numerous arguments along these 
lines have been made, this theory cannot be. Before 
the cross came the whipping with a cat-of-nine-
tails—39 strokes by leather tongs with chards of 
glass, iron, rock, porcelain and who knows what  
else attached at the tips, ripping at his flesh and  
underlying tissue.  
 

If you have heard of or seen Mel Gibson's "The  
Passion of the Christ," you are familiar with the  
story's depiction of the final 12 hours of Jesus' life  
on earth. You have seen the cruel depiction of the 
whipping and beating that Jesus endured. It's a  
very disturbing yet compelling movie, not for the  
faint of heart, yet a most convincing argument for 
why Jesus in his human form, could not possibly 
have faked his death. 
 

In Romans 3:25-26, the Apostle Paul explains  
that God presented Jesus as a sacrifice for all the 
wrong things people have done. He writes that  
people are made right with God when they believe 
Jesus shed his blood as a sacrifice to demonstrate 
God's justice. 
 

How does this seem fair at all? If Jesus was the  
man the Bible made him out to be, then he was 
blameless and deserved no punishment. 
 

But as the title of Gibson's movie implies, it  
was not the "Trial of Christ" that resulted in his  
excruciating death, but rather, his passion. 
 

What emotional drive was so intense that it led  
Christ to the cross? Love. Romans 5:8 says that  
God demonstrated his great love for us "by  
sending Christ to die for us" while we were still  
rebelling against God and living for ourselves. 
 

As Christians, we understand that Easter--
Resurrection Sunday-- is set-aside each year to  
worship and give thanks for the fulfillment and  

pure basis of our Christian foundation. Therefore,  
it is of little surprise that more Americans attend 
church on Resurrection Sunday than any other time. 
Easter is the day that stirs in us a desire to show a 
visible connection to Christ.  
 

Yet, unfortunately, we show how short our  
memories are the following week and most weeks 
after, when attendance falls off and we go back  
to life as usual, allowing the “more important”  
details of life to interfere with our worship of the one 
who deserves our full gratitude and attention. 
 

Still, the verse “with the Lord a day is like a  
thousand years, and a thousand years are like a  
day “, cautions us to remember that the things of 
God are more than one day. Therefore, although  
attending Holy Week and Easter services reflects 
strong religious behavior and yearnings for one’s 
identity with Christ, recognizing that Easter is  
more than one day is the most important factor in 
deepening one’s relationship with and faith in  
Jesus Christ.    
 

Day, after day, our every thought should reflect  
the mind of Christ and our behavior ought to  
demonstrate the Fruit of the Spirit. Do not get tired  
of doing what is good and use every opportunity to 
do good to everyone. We should also not give up 
modeling each and every day, what a true Christian 
life looks like, for at the right time a harvest will come 
as a result of our efforts. 
 

“With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and  
a thousand years are like a day “. These words  
show us how far God’s patience, mercy and love 
reaches. Our Father in Heaven is neither slow to  
perform nor forgetful of any of His promises; His  
mercy endures forever. In fact, Christ has not  
returned yet for the final judgment because the  
Lord does not want anyone to perish. He wants  
everyone to have sufficient time to come to  
repentance because it is those who surrender  
to the Spirit that will reap eternal life. 
 

In this moment, may our desire, stemming from our 
immense gratitude, be to show a visible identity in 
Christ. And may it be present, perpetual and  
permanent. Happy Easter! He is RISEN INDEED!   
 

Pastor Jim 
 
 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Grounds For Hope Café 
 

On Sunday, April 28th between our two worship services, officers from the Buffalo 
Grove P. D. will be offering an Active Shooter Preparedness Class.  The Dept. of 
Homeland Security alerts us that this type of training is unfortunate, but  necessary, 
especially in light of worship centers that have been targeted in recent years.  We are 
fortunate to have this free training available to us and encourage all of our members, 
families, and friends to attend this one hour session, which could make the difference between being  
prepared, or being at total risk.  Knowing how to make a quick and reasonable evaluation can guide us  
in making an appropriate response to eliminate or minimize danger.  This is training that can be used  
effectively anywhere! 
 

May 5-19 Three One-Week Independent Lessons: 
A Resurrection That Matters-Our salvation before God stands on the Cross, yes. But it is also founded on 
something more. 
Overview: Without Jesus' death, there is no access to heaven for sinners and no hope for lasting moral  
Improvement. Author J. R. Daniel Kirk, in "A Resurrection That Matters," was a leader at his InterVarsity 
group in college and had much of a Cross-centered outlook. Yet one Easter he came to realize that his  
theology was missing something very important-the Resurrection. Does your gospel have room for the  
Resurrection? This study will help show you why it should. 
 

Rest for the Weary- Where to go when you’re empty and spent. 
Overview: Running on fumes is difficult. We're traveling at a decent pace when all of a sudden we sputter 
and eventually break down. We were warned it might happen, yet somehow we kept going, hoping we'd still 
reach our destination. Empty and spent, we brush ourselves off and get up. Where can we go when we're 
depleted? What do we need at those moments? How will God meet those needs? 
 

Enjoy the Silence-Unplug to experience God's presence. 
Overview: We have so much constant noise in our lives that we are often left trying to figure out how to  
connect with God. But once we discover the importance of slowing down long enough to create real silence 
and rest before God, we'll discover that we can hear from and experience him in deeper ways than we've 
ever known. 

Pub Chats 
Wednesday evenings, a couple of times a month,  

at Pub 83 in Long Grove at 7:00 p.m.   
Join Us!   

 

Starting a new study: “God’s Nature: The Trinity” 
 

May 1: God the Father   May 15: God’s Son   May 29: The Holy Spirit 
 

Study materials available in the narthex.   
Please sign up so we know how many people to plan for!   

May Membership Anniversaries 

NAME: 
 

YEARS AS A MEMBER  
OF HOPE: 

Tom & Renee Clark 20 

Courtny & Tiffany Cloeter & family 12 

Nick Heidtbrink & family 10 

Rebecca McInturff 14 

Ken & Ann Wood & family 14 



 
"The angel said to the women, 'Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for 
Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and 
see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples: "He has risen from 
the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him."  Matthew 
28:5-7 (NIV) 
 
We just finished celebrating Easter, the central event of the Church calendar, the 

event that defines what it means to be a Christian: the celebration of the Resurrection of our Lord.  So the 
big question must be: what do we do next?  I think the answer lies right there in the Easter story. 
 
First of all: “come and see…”  We are invited to get together with one another and witness the glory and 
majesty of Christ’s undying love for us.  Furthermore, we are invited to invite others to come and see with 
us.  This is the nature of our worship together.  Second: “go quickly and tell…” We are directed to spread 
the Good News that we have heard, and let others in on the incredible gift that we have been given. These 
two directions are intrinsically linked with one another: we are to gather together to see the greatest gift 
ever given, and we are to make sure that others have the chance to see the same thing. 
 
This is truly the nature of our worship together, but it is also our duty and obligation.   We must come and 
see, and we must go and tell.  We have many opportunities every week to worship together, and even 
more opportunities in our everyday lives to go and tell.  Let’s take advantage of all of the opportunities that 
we have been given. 
 
Chuck Johnson, Worship & Music Director †♫ 
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Join us for our annual  
year-end breakfast outing!  

 
 When:  Thursday, May 16, 2019, 9:00 am  
 Where:  Buffalo Restaurant 
 
We will be choosing our books for next year, 
so please select one or more perfect books to 
recommend and send a very short synopsis to 
Andie Van Spankeren by May 13th.  
New members are always welcome. We meet 
the 3rd Thursday of month September through 
May. 

Hannah Circle  
will meet for their annual 
dinner on Wednesday,  
May 22.  Place TBD. 
Questions? Contact Debbie 
Duffy at duffyde626@aol.com 

Thursday evening Men's Study:    

       “Great food… 

good fellowship… 

         fun discussions”   
All men are welcome! 

Join us at 6:30 p.m. each week. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The MOM committee will be hosting another  

“Parents Night Out”  
on May 11 from 5-8PM.  

 
There will be no charge. 
Food will be provided.  

 
The only restriction we have is that all  

children must be potty trained.   
Please sign up in the narthex to help us plan. 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=mt+28:5-7
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=mt+28:5-7


Doing something good for the second time does not mean the ritual is habitual, or that there is 
anything like a pattern emerging. But it’s a start toward all that, so here are some more thoughts 
about Hope’s contemporary worship music scene. 
 

I was most heartened by the response to the songs recently introduced to the community’s  
worship life. “The Power of the Cross” by Stuart Townend and Keith Getty, “At the Cross (Love Ran 
Red)” by Chris Tomlin, and “The Passion” by Hillsong Worship are most evocative and inspiring for 
me, and those who have shared with me their thoughts. Christian Contemporary Music (CCM) as a 

genre is generally assaulted (and not without reason I might add) for a tradition of “thin, weak, and shallow” lyrics. 
The standard reposte seems to be “How many times in a row can you sing ‘Oh, Jesus, I love you’ before one’s mind 
and heart are suffocated? 
 

But these songs rise above such triviality, and with that I am impressed. I wonder at times why that is, and think 
about the method by which CCM composers are inspired to write their lyrics. As very few of the names we hear so 
much of in the genre are ordained pastors, at least some of them are choosing well which pews (or more likely 
chairs) they sit in on Sunday mornings to tune into a pastor’s sermon. One turn of words in particular I see surfacing 
again and again, a phrase I chanced upon a decade or so ago for my preaching assignment at Holy Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Lombard is “the resurrection of Christ is the death of death itself.” 
 

I had always thought the phrase originated with Irenaeus, second century Bishop of Lyon in what was then the  
Roman province of Lugdunum. (By the way, I’ve always appreciated the fact that at some point in time Lugdunum 
became France. Much easier to say, and write, but that’s another sermon.) It turns out that I cannot really track 
down the source of the quotation, because it is also said that Tertullian of North Africa is the author, so here I’m at a 
loss. What I am sure of though is that I find something sweet for my soul whenever I hear that thought expressed in a 
song, whether it’s accompanied by a pipe organ or an electric guitar. And that turn of words appears several times in 
these new songs. Beautiful! 
 

Speaking of electric guitar, I recently happened upon a used Fender Stratocaster and Line 6 amplifier, thinking that I 
could finally train my fingers to do some lead guitar licks. “That would certainly add another dimensional layer to the 
Praise Team’s music” I said to myself. But because playing an electric guitar is different than playing an acoustic, I’ve 
recently found myself sitting with a guitar teacher who is showing me some of the tricks of the electric trade. I’ll  
never join a “hair band” (you’re welcome!) or learn “shredding” or “head-banging” (again, you’re welcome). But I’m 
enjoying the process of learning new things and the way in which one respects and uses the particular strengths (and 
weaknesses) of an instrument in one’s hands. Much could be said about how that thought would inform one’s  
philosophy of life itself. Old dogs may indeed learn new tricks. Woof. 
 

The Praise Team is to be commended for their embrace of these new songs. They are a wonderful group of people 
who benefit my faith over and over again. People of whom I will be asking even more – several additional new songs 
to be introduced during the Easter season include “Jesus Messiah” by Chris Tomlin, “Old Church Choir” by Zach  
Williams which is a favorite of Chuck Johnson, and “Praise You With the Dance” by Casting Crowns, a favorite of mine 
because of the penny whistle used to sound out one of my favorite old campfire melodies in the Bridge. 
 

We also have a list of songs for the summer we’ll be working on, several I mentioned in last month’s newsletter that 
will take a bit longer to work out. If you like, please find these songs on YouTube, Facebook or Spotify and add them 
to your playlist of favorites. When we use them in worship you will be better able to add your voice because, as we 
say in this business, this is the point of it all – giving the worshipping assembly it’s voice in offering glory to God and 
praise to the Christ who is Lord of all. Please hold the Praise Team and myself in your prayers so that together we are 
servants of Christ who are singing praise for the glory of the Lord. 
 

Pax Christi, R Braband 
 

PS. And if you know of any guitarist who has an unused set of guitar pedal boxes (usually affixed to a board on the 

floor in front of said guitarist) they want to get rid of, have them call me. There might be something there that would 

add to the Praise Team’s sound.  
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GIFT CARD PROGRAM 
Mother’s Day – Graduations – Confirmations – Weddings – 

the possibilities are endless!!! 
 

There are hard copies of the Vendor List on the info table at church. If you are unable to 
be at church on the day the orders are due, you may call or email either of us or Ann and 
tell us what you want, or you may just write the cards you want on a note and leave it in 
the box on the info table – you do NOT have to use the computer, so don’t let that deter 

you from ordering. Be sure to include a check made out to HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH with Gift Cards marked in 
the memo line.  
 

May orders are due on Sunday, May 5, 2019, and the cards should be in by the following Friday.  
 

Questions? Give us a call – we will be happy to answer them.  
Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 - jsirabian@leonettiassoc.com    Gina Vera – 847 -439-0561 – gvera0908@gmail.com  
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Church Women United 
May Friendship Day 

 

Friday, May 3,  
12:00 noon 

 

The Time is Now! 
“Agree to Differ” 

 

First United Methodist Church 
123 N. Plum Grove Road 

Palatine 
 

Potluck Salad Luncheon 
 

Information or Questions: Contact 
Nancy Duel 

847-259-3793 or nduel@aol.com 
 

Come and bring a friend. 



2019 RELAY FOR LIFE 
WHEN: SATURDAY, JUNE 15, 2019 – 3:00 PM to 10:00 PM 

WHERE: TWIN GROVES MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 

Only a few weeks left, so mark your calendars for JUNE 15th  to participate in 
HOPE’S Relay for Life Team. I guarantee that you will have a fun time and will 

feel a sense of accomplishment in being a part of this event that gets us closer to a cure for a horrible disease that 
affects us all in one way or another. There will be activities and entertainment throughout the event, so please 
plan to join us for some fellowship and to connect with our community and serve others as well. If you are unable 
to attend the event, please consider making a donation in honor or in memory of someone touched by this  
disease. If you cannot make a donation, please say a prayer for our team and for all those affected by this disease.  
 
If you have a scheduling conflict, please do not feel it is necessary for you to be there for the entire event. We will 
be just as happy to see you for 15 minutes as for the entire event. Perhaps you would like to join to support and 
raise funds in honor of a friend or family member battling cancer. You might want to join to honor someone and 
raise funds in memory of someone who has lost that battle.  
 
Here is the link to the HOPE Lutheran Church Relay Team website:  
http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR?fr_id=89095&pg=team&team_id=2280853   

 

PLEASE JOIN OUR TEAM FOR A FUN NIGHT AND A VERY WORTHWHILE CAUSE – PLEASE FEEL FREE 

TO CONTACT ME WITH ANY QUESTIONS YOU MAY HAVE 
 Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 - jsirabian@leonettiassoc.com 
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Northwest Suburban Interfaith Council News 

 

 

Please mark your calendars 

for  

Sunday, June 23, 2019 
 

 

 

Our annual family walk to raise awareness of 

hunger in our community.  All funds collected are 

donated to our food pantries. We walk from St. 

Mary Parish to Hope Lutheran Church and back.   

Hope Lutheran hosts refreshments and  

entertainment for the walkers.  

 

Congregation Beth Judea is  

collecting empty prescription 

pill bottles to clean and send to 

clinics in countries that need 

containers for medications.  If 

you have any empty prescription 

pill containers and would like to donate 

them, please remove the label /  

personal information and put them in the 

designated box in the narthex. 

Thank you! 

2019 Interfaith Trip:  July 17-21 
Service trip to LSSI Prisoner and Family Ministry Program, E. St. Louis, IL  

More information on our website at: 
http://www.hopelutheran-elca.org/page/180021331/180118290/2019-Interfaith-Trip  

http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR?fr_id=89095&pg=team&team_id=2280853
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/5/54/American_Cancer_Society_Relay_For_Life_Logo.png
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/5/54/American_Cancer_Society_Relay_For_Life_Logo.png
http://www.hopelutheran-elca.org/page/180021331/180118290/2019-Interfaith-Trip


MOM COMMITTEE NEWS 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS-  

         Babysitting…On the first Sunday in April, we started the baby-sitting 

program during the second service. I understand it went pretty well, 

as the children built a wall to keep the parents out so they could 

stay longer…HA! We will offer this on the first Sunday of the month. 

 

              We have also had requests for babysitters during BOTH Easter services. HOPEs high school class  

              has filled the staffing needs so if you or your family wishes to take advantage of this during EITHER  

              service, pls do so.  

         

        Parents NIGHT OUT…The Clayson’s started Parents Night Out last December…and now it’s  

             expanding. On May 11 from 4-8. The Henning’s & Boehlens, along with the support of Andrea  

             Vera & Ellie Pease. Food will be provided…and the only requirement is that all children must be  

            potty trained. There will be a sign up sheet in the Narthex to help us plan. Thx. There will be no  

            charge.          

 

Narthex…Pastor, Ann, Vivian, Gene & Ellen still have a few additions they want to incorporate to  

           round out their effort. Keep an eye out…We think you will like it.  

 

GREETERS- could use someone to lead this effort…anybody want to discuss? 

 

Tom Clark 847-946-3604 tomclark1519@gmail.com 
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The High School Sunday School now has a monitor that will 

allow our studies to be more effective.  Our classes have fo-

cused on videos from a variety of sources…and the monitor 

allows  everyone to see the msg (we were using a small laptop 

screen…not too good).  
 

ALSO…the HS group is also exploring  a trip to President 

Obama’s church, Trinity…as well as inviting a Holocaust  

survivor to come in and speak. 

 

A reminder that the Sunday School Singers 

will be singing at the  

11:00 worship service on April 28th. 

 

 

 

Words are not enough to thank you for all that you did for my family and me  
during the recent passing and funeral of my 99 year old mother, Janet Gardner.   
Your many, many kind expressions, cards and words of sympathy will always be  
remembered.  Thank You! 
 

Nancy and Norris Harstad, children, grandchildren, and great grandchildren 
Bill and Ann Bischoff, children, grandchildren, and great grandchildren 

Thank you for all the prayers, cards, emails, phone calls, hugs and kind words we 
received after my Mom passed away.  The thoughtfulness of my Hope family is 
really appreciated.  I am very blessed.                              Debbie Duffy 

Hope’s Nursery  
will be staffed 

for free baby-sitting 
during the  

11:00 worship service 
on the first Sunday of each 

month. 
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1660 Checker Rd. 

Long Grove, IL 60047 

Declare God’s love. 

Do God’s will. 

Dance with the Spirit. 

 

To contact the church office:  hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070. 
 

Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement  
church-wide via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.  
 

To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:  
pmater@aol.com 

Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org  
Join Hope on Facebook by using the link on the website or by searching  
for ‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’ and then clicking on the ‘Like” 
button. The website and Facebook page have updates on events at Hope, 
pictures and other miscellaneous information. 

Regular Sunday Worship:  
   

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship Service   

9:45 a.m. Sunday School/Grounds for Hope Café 

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service 

 

Sunday May 26: in recognition of the Memorial Day weekend, 

we will worship together in one Traditional service at 10:00 a.m.  

There will be no Sunday School 


