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 “I am the vine; you are the branches. 
If you remain in me and I in you, you 
will bear much fruit; apart from me 
you can do nothing. John 15:5 (NIV) 
 
There was a time when I had little clue 
of how to see life in the early spring 
stages of a garden. The remnants left in 
the soil after the snow melted seemed 
like a patch of dead useless muck: 
brown vines, moldy pumpkin shells,  
lifeless stubs of plants that didn’t get 
cleaned up from the year before. The 
lush branches and vines of September 
were a distant memory. But over the 
years, after much trial and error and 
many hours of scanning articles on the 
internet, I have learned where to see 
life: early buds, new vines and shoots.  
If you know what you are looking for 
there is new life to be discovered. 
 
Tending to a garden is the oldest  
vocation of humankind. In Genesis 2:15 
we find the newly formed Adam being 
placed in the Garden of Eden “to work  
it and take care of it.” Jesus picks up  
on this imagery in John 15:1-11 with 
one of eight “I AM” statements: “I am 
the true vine, and my Father is the  
gardener.“ The People of Israel were 
very familiar with vineyard language, 
they were the vine in God’s vineyard 
(Isaiah 5:1-7). Jesus brings this image 
into the newly forming church. Jesus is 
the vine, God is the gardener, and the 
followers of Jesus are the branches. 
 

The Hopeful 
Hope Lutheran Church                                                                                 
Long Grove, Illinois                                          Pastor Jim Andrews 

We are worshipping  
Publicly at Hope each 
Sunday morning. 
Our area is currently in 
Phase 4 Mitigation of  
the Governor’s Restore 
Illinois Plan, in which 
gatherings of up to 50 
people are permitted, 

with appropriate social distancing 
and hygiene protocols in place.  
All worship services will continue to 
be live-streamed on our Facebook 
page, and will also remain on the 
page for later viewing. 
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A living plant has living branches, 
as do many vines that seem to  
be dried up and useless. Jesus 
sees himself as the true vine and 

views each of us as branches.  
Because Jesus is alive, you are alive, for He has 
grafted you into His life-giving Word, granting the 
ability to produce the good fruit he wishes to see. 
 

Grape vines require caring hands working every  
day to cultivate and tend to the vineyard, forging  
an intimate relationship between the vinedresser  
and the vine. The vinedresser fertilizes and nurtures 
the vine while pruning away the dead and unfruitful 
branches so that healthy branches can thrive and 
produce a bountiful crop. Pruning is essential. God  
is intimately involved in the life of God’s church,  
tending to each member, and nurturing us so that  
we might produce abundant and good fruit for our 
work in this broken world. God continues to tend to 
the vine, pruning when necessary. 
 

Right before graduation, a seminary professor told  
us that we were going out into a time unlike any he 
had experienced in over 40 years of ministry. The 
western world had changed dramatically and quickly, 
leaving behind Christendom and cultural Christianity. 
Congregations have been shedding members ever 
since, left to lament the lost past with full sanctuaries 
and Sunday school classrooms. 
 

But God never stopped tending to the vine. Day in 
and day out, God has been at work, pruning away 
the unproductive branches. We have lost sight of 
God’s work in our yearning for the “good old days.”  
It is as though we are all sitting and staring at a 
stump, reminiscing about the glorious tree that  
once was. It provided shade on hot summer days, 
strong branches for kids to climb and delicious fruit 
for us to enjoy. But while we are stuck staring at  
the stump, we have missed the beautiful forest  
that has sprouted up behind us. 
 

During this season of Covid-19, it has never been 
more apparent. Fear of the unknown, uncertainty as 

to what is “safe”, has kept many people away from 
the church and each other. There is much disconnect 
from the vine. Yet God never stopped creating. The 
virtual church has grown new branches for extending 
out to reach its many members, and to even graft 
new branches in. This new method of “doing church” 
will and should never completely replace the real 
community aspect of worship and fellowship.  
However, there are new opportunities for the church 
to connect with past members who are remote and 
those who had previously been isolated from the 
main vine of the church body. The availability we 
have extended into the outer community has also 
allowed us to graft in new membership. Only God 
could have seen that coming and shown us the way 
to extend our branches. 
 

God is inviting us into an amazing time for the 
church. A time of creativity and imagination that is 
vast, deep, and open, just like our God. We are  
being called to let go of our human limitations and 
embrace a future that is authentic, intimate, faithful, 
and exciting as we work together to share the good 
news of Jesus Christ and bring healing to our broken 
world. During this tumultuous time, God did not  
abandon us. Remember the words of Jesus, “I am 
with you always, to the end of the age.” 
 

Because the Word is here in its vibrant truth God’s 
people are being fed and will be fed the nutrients of 
the True Vine. There are new buds waiting for the 
sunshine of fellow encouragers in Christ. There are 
springing shoots eager to begin sprouting the name 
of Jesus through music, volunteerism, education  
and sharing of fellowship. There are seed pods of 
generosity and servant attitudes waiting to be planted 
in the garden where others had once grown.  
 

Beneath the urgency to grow, above the promise of 
the Gardener, connected to the Living Vine, Jesus, 
we are the living proof: “They will bear much fruit, 
fruit that will last.” Living Christ, Living Word, Living 
Christians. Let us all do our part to keep God’s  
vineyard vibrant. Celebrating Spring, I hope to see 
you all soon!  
 

Pastor Jim 

(Continued from page 1) 

May Membership Anniversaries 

NAME: YEARS AS A MEMBER OF HOPE: 

  

Tom & Renee Clark 22 

Courtny & Tiffany Cloeter & family 14 

Nick Heidtbrink & family 12 

Rebecca McInturff 16 

Ken & Ann Wood & family 16 



May 2021 Page 3 

 
Join us in person or remotely, to worship together. 

HOPE will continue to live-stream our worship services 
on Facebook live. 

The video messages will also remain on the page for later 
viewing. 

 
 

Sunday mornings:  
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship, with hymns and sung liturgy 

9:45 a.m. Education Hour 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship, with music from the Praise Team 

 
  A Note about our Live-Streamed Worship: 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,  
 

As I’m sure all of you are aware, since the beginning of the COVID mitigations, HOPE has been livestreaming our  
worship services for those maintaining social distancing.  In fact, we were one of the only churches in the northwest 
suburban area that was open and continuing worship services via the internet.  Other churches came to us for  
advice on how to livestream their services.  Since the beginning, we have been periodically upgrading our livestream 
equipment, in a constant effort to improve our Facebook presence.  We just acquired a new computer workstation,  
a new camera, and several new microphones, including microphones for the grand piano.  These updates were made 
possible through a very generous donation from a member of the congregation, who specified that the money be 
used for worship technology.  (Thank you, anonymous donor!)  Additionally, we have been constantly brainstorming 
on better ways to present our services on the internet, and several new volunteers have come forward to assist  
with camera and sound technology.  We feel strongly that we are doing our best to bring our worship services to 
worshipers when they are not physically in the Church. 
 

Being that this is fairly hi-tech stuff, it is subject to periodic weirdness.  This is where all of you come in.  First, please 
be patient with the few of us who are responsible for making the livestream happen.  Second, if you are watching our 
Facebook Livestream worship service, and you notice that something seems strange or is not working, please check 
to make sure it is not your own device or service.  If you become convinced that the problem is with the church’s 
technology, please contact us so that we can be aware.  However, please don’t post things on the comments section 
of Facebook: we are not likely to see the comment in real time, so we won’t be able to do anything about it.  Also, it 
doesn’t look good to have tech comments posted for the whole world-wide web to see; who would stand up in the 
middle of the church service and yell “Hey, Pastor!  I can’t hear you!”?  Instead, I have agreed to serve as sort of a 
“Tech Ombudsman” for the church.  If there is a problem that you think we need to know about in the middle of a 
service (no sound, for instance), please text me at (847) 287-7392, or email me at cdj1014@gmail.com.  I usually am 
keeping an eye on my phone during services for just such an emergency, so I will hopefully get the message, and I will 
do my best to fix the problem.  If it’s something less immediate, please feel free to email me and let me know.  Once 
again, I will try to get the problem fixed as quickly as possible. 
 

1 Corinthians 12:14 says: “…the body (of Christ) is not made up of one part but many…” and verse 25 says: “its parts 
should have equal concern for one another.”  In this context, we need you to be our eyes and ears, so that we can 
continue to bring God’s praise to all of you.  And of course, if anyone wants to jump in and actually do the hands-on 
work of running the camera, sound board or projector, please contact me or the Church office. Thanks for your  
anticipated assistance! 
 

Chuck Johnson 
Worship & Music Director Emeritus, and Tech Ombudsman. 

mailto:cdj1014@gmail.com


Thursday evening Men's Study:    
 

Meetings are now being held  
via Zoom,  

every Thursday 6:30 p.m. 
Zoom link will be provided via 

email. 
If you are interested in joining, contact Tom Clark : 

tomclark1519@gmail.com 

Pub Chats 

 
Wednesday evenings, a couple of times a month,  

on Zoom video meetings 
 

New Study starting in April: 

“1 Peter: Walk the Talk” 

 

Transformation—the process of becoming holy—begins in your mind. We will see in this  

seven-session Bible study that the apostle Peter shows us how to begin to think differently, 

which will radically affect our behavior. We all make split-second decisions in any given  

moment to do right or wrong. To choose right, we must learn to be obedient to God, which  

will give us an appetite for being good. This kind of obedience will create a radical change in 

our relationships, so that our quality of life will improve. Finally, we will learn how to prepare 

for suffering that inevitably comes to everyone, as we trust a loving God who has promised to 

take care of us.  

 

April 7:  Session One: The Battle for Holiness 

 

April 21: Session Two: When I Don't Feel Like Being Good 

  

May 5: Session Three: An Appetite for Being Good 

 

May 19: Session Four: Refuse to Get Revenge 

 

June 2:  Session Five: Learn to Live in Peace 

 

June 16:  Session Six:  Get Ready for a Rough Ride 

 

June 30:  Session Seven:  You're in Good Hands 

 

Study materials and Zoom meeting link will be emailed to participants.  If you would like to 

join the group, email Ann in the church office: hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net 

 

Hannah Circle meets on  
Tuesday, May 25 

7:00 p.m. on Zoom 
 
 

The Zoom link will be sent out by email—if you 
would like to participate,  

contact Debbie Duffy or Renee Clark. 
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The Book Nook will not meet during  May.   

 

Watch for announcements of a summer session to choose books for the  season starting 

in September. 

 

Graduation Celebration 
 

It’s that time of year again. Graduation is right around the corner for three of 

our Hope students. 

 
This year we will be celebrating Katelyn and Allison Palmer and Marco Vera.  

We are planning a campfire s’more cook-out in May (date to be determined) from  

5-7 pm in the church parking lot. 

The celebration will be open to all youth, families and members.  

Allison is preparing to attend Colorado State this fall, while Katelyn is looking forward to Indiana University. 

Marco is undecided between two great schools here in Illinois and is planning on making his decision shortly. 

 

Starting May 2nd, youth will be meeting in-person  

the 1st and 3rd Sunday at 9:45 am.  

On the 2nd and 4th Sundays youth group will meet from 5 - 7pm  

in the youth lounge. 

 

We are also happy to announce that we are planning a youth retreat  

July 30-Aug.1. The retreat will be at Mendota County park and we will be 

tent camping. More information to come. If you have any questions, feel 

free to email me at ben.hlcyouth@gmail.com 

 

Peace, 

Ben 

Grounds For Hope Café:  Continuing Bible Study: ANGELS 

Have you ever wondered: Do angels have wings? Do they watch over us? Do we become 

angels after we die? In this Christianity Today Bible study, ANGELS, 8 intriguing studies 

by Douglas Connelly (M.Div. and M.Th., Grace Theological Seminary and senior pastor at 

Parkside Community Church in Sterling Heights, Michigan) explore what the Bible really 

says about angels, including their service to God and their ministry to people. 
 

The 8 topics to be explored are: Burning in God's Presence; Angels Among Us; Jesus and the Angels; 

Dealing with Demons; The Battle Against Us; Angels and Guidance; Guarded by Angels; and  

Discerning the Spirits.  
 

If you are interested in joining this virtual study on zoom, please contact Pastor Jim or the church office by 

phone or email and your 8-week study guide will be e-mailed to you along with the continuous zoom link. 

These 1-hour studies take place between our 2 Sunday worship services, beginning at 9:45 and ending at 

10:45. Be an Angel and sign up soon!  Pastor Jim: jamesandrews16@aol.com 
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STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
 

Submitted by Gina Vera gvera0908@gmail.com 847-962-4815 

 

Stewardship Survey:  You should have received the link to a survey in 
your email on April 19.  This electronic survey will be sent out three times  
a year as an ongoing version of the previously annual Time and Talent  
Survey.  Each survey will be adapted to address the immediate needs  
of the congregation and its members while also highlighting upcoming  
seasonal events and activities.  We value your responses and your  
engagement!   
Please complete the survey by May 14.  It should only take 5-10 minutes 
to complete. 
Note:  If you don’t have email and would like a paper copy, please contact Gina Vera.  

 

 

 

 

 

Sanctuary Decoration:  A heartfelt “thank you” goes out to the following people 
(and others I am unaware of) for taking part in the Alleluia butterfly decoration: 
Paula Weglarz, Jenna & Carly Schoeneman, Maya & Malia Chiang, Lisa Williams 
& her ladies, Carol Johnson, Pat Avery, Amy Pabst, Kathy Whitehead, Laura  
Andrews, Allison Palmer, and Ann Wood. Gracias! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gift Cards (Order Form Link):   
Next order placed on May 2. 
The Feb/March proceeds ($100) were donated to Sue’s Pantry.  Stewardship Stanley 

presented Sue Gandhi with a check for $100. She is a blessing to our community!

Thank you for all you do, Sue! 

 
The Lenten Gift Card Program went extremely well.  We want to Thank everyone for 
their generous donations.  The Food Pantries could not have been more appreciative. 
 
May is a time most of us will either be enjoying the nice outdoors or working in our 
gardens—maybe both...   We have had enough of cold and dreary weather.   The 
flowers are popping out and soon will be everywhere we look.  
 The MOM committee would like to start a church project of painting small garden rocks: -Blessing Rocks of Hope-  
This spring we invite you all to paint rocks which will be spread throughout our community. 
If you are interested in helping ‘create’ our Blessing Rocks stay tuned for coming information. 
Please contact me if you or your organization would like to take part.   Sekelvivian@gmail.com. 
 
If you know anyone in the community, a neighbor, a friend, or relative that is looking for a home church please invite 
them to attend a service (in person or on-line).  Now more than ever people need HOPE and a caring community.   
Let them know someone is out there wanting to share God’s Good News. 
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Women of Hope 
 

We are planning a food-packing session at Feed My Starving Children on Saturday, May 

22nd from 3-5 pm. 
 

FMSC has been vigilant in keeping with Covid restrictions and only allows 25 people  

to work per session.  Face masks are required and you are also asked not to wear any 

jewelry, watches or open-toed shoes. 
 

I was able to secure 22 spaces for this packing session. I will need your name and your email address so that it can be 

preprogrammed in their computer system.  Please feel free to bring a friend with you. 
 

After the session, if anyone is interested in going out for something to eat, we will meet in the parking lot to discuss 

where. 
 

To register for this event or if you have any questions, please contact me at 847-565-8263 or lynliz@comcast.net.   

I look forward to seeing you soon at church and at our event. 
 

God calls us to help those in need.  Children around the world are dependent upon 

receiving this food.  Please sign up to help.   
 

Your sister in Christ,  

Lynne Schneider 

GIFT CARD PROGRAM 
 

This is the month that you will want to use Gift Cards for FATHER’S DAY – so many  
possibilities – Menard’s, Dick’s Sporting Goods, Home Depot – the list is endless!   
And then there are our everyday needs like groceries and gas for the that road trip you 
might want to take this summer. 
  

The proceeds from the April and May Gift Cards will be going to the ELCA Good Gifts program to purchase chicks  
and roosters.  These gifts are so important to those in undeveloped countries - when these chicks grow up to  
become chickens, their eggs not only provide an ongoing supply of protein-rich meals, they can also help start a 
small business and generate a steady source of income for a family.  I urge you to try using gift cards – it’s a great 
way to help others with no additional cost to you.   
Please do not hesitate to ask me or Gina if you have any questions at all about the program. 
 

There are hard copies of the Vendor List on the info table at church.  You may call or email either of us or Ann and 
tell us what you want, or you may just write the cards you want on a note and leave it in the box on the info table – 
you do NOT have to use the computer, so don’t let that deter you from ordering.   Be sure to include a check made 
out to HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH with Gift Cards marked in the memo line. 
 

Orders and checks are due by the 1st Sunday of each month and the cards should be available by the following  
Friday.   MAY orders are due on Sunday, MAY 2, 2021.  If you are not comfortable attending church in person yet, 
give us a call.  AND if you are unable to get to church to pick the cards up, we will be happy to deliver them to you.   
 

Questions?  Give us a call – we will be happy to answer them. 
 

Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 – janet.sirabian@gmail.com         Gina Vera – 847 -439-0561 – gvera0908@gmail.com

mailto:janet.sirabian@gmail.com
mailto:gvera0908@gmail.com


The Interfaith Council will be 
hosting a virtual tour of Jerusalem 
on May 23rd at 5:00.  Please mark 
you calendars.   
Additional information will be 
forthcoming with details. 
 
 

By the time you read this we will have started on our 
new Monarch Butterfly Garden.  With the help of 
youth and our scout troop and an official from the 
Monarch Butterfly group, we will have prepared the 
ground and planted seeds.  In mid-May plants will  
also be put into the garden.  Funding will be from the 
Monarch organization and the Interfaith Council.  We 
will water and weed.  God will do the rest. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Interfaith Council continues to aid our local food pantries, all of which are well stocked, despite the  
additional requests put upon them.  Also, the annual I-Walk Against Hunger will again be a virtual one.   
Details will be forthcoming. 
Jeff Whitehead 
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The Church has a series of history binders, one for each year of our church's 
existence from 1978 to the present, filled with event photographs, monthly 
newsletters, and weekly worship service programs. 
 
Do you have any recent, or older, photographs of church activities that you 
would be willing to share or donate to the Church archives?  
 
If you do, please contact Fred Vogt, or just deliver them to the Church office. 

 
If anyone would like to travel back in time and browse through the history file books, they are located in 
the storage room at the rear of the sanctuary. Please contact Fred Vogt or Ann Wood to obtain access to 
them. 



 
Dear friends, 
 
Serendipity is a beautiful thing to discover staring you in the face. And wisdom is the 
difference between that serendipitous moment and sheer folly. I’ll call my recent  
experience in song-hunting the former. 
 
Finding new music to add to the Praise Team’s set list is one of my responsibilities. I’m 

always open to suggestions from Hope members about new songs, but by and large it’s up to me to go  
music-hunting every now and then. Last week, after I began to come out of the “endoscopy trial” that kept 
me grounded for several weeks, I went online to see what new songs the Christian Contemporary Music 
scene has produced. There are several venues I use, but the one I landed upon was 
www.worshiptogether.com.  They feature a page of “new” music, and I started browsing. There are lots of 
songs that either “do nothing” for me, are less-than-appropriate for corporate worship in a Lutheran 
setting, or, pardon the pun, “just hit the wrong note.” 
 
One jumped out at me – “Agnus Dei/King of Kings” by Hillsong Worship – a nice, moving piece of music.  
But it combined two songs and seemed to be “too much, too long” for our worship, so I let it slide away. 
Eventually I moved to the CCLI site which includes a section that identifies music for each Sunday’s 
“liturgical worship,” aimed primarily at Roman Catholic congregations. I can get away with digging around 
there because, well, Lutherans are about as close to Catholics as anything. Lo and behold for an upcoming 
Sunday one of the recommended songs was “Agnus Dei” by Michael W. Smith. “Hmmm,” said to myself,  
“I wonder if that’s the same piece all by itself.” It turns out, it is, so that got book-marked. You perhaps can 
figure out where I’m going with this, because a Sunday or two further down the list included the song  
“King of Kings” as appropriate for worship. Another “Hmmmmm,” and another hit, it was the same song, 
again, stand-alone. 
 
Bottom line is I got two songs for the price of one. And each will fit nicely into Hope’s contemporary  
worship scene. I already have the Praise Team working on them, and I look forward to sharing them with 
the congregation in worship soon. It pays to go scrounging around, doesn’t it? Because perhaps it is the 
Lord who works in and through serendipity to guide and direct the Church and her leaders. Indeed I am 
counting on that.  
 
R Braband, Contemporary Worship Music Leader 
 
PS. A reminder, if you will, that I still enjoy having Hope’s members point me in the direction of a CCM song 

that is found to be particularly moving and meaningful.  
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       Pastor Jim  jamesandrews16@aol.com 
   President:   Renee Clark  renee@reneeclarkhomes.com  
   Vice President:    Nate Schuller  neschuller@outlook.com   
   Secretary:   Pam Kennedy  garyandpamk@aol.com   
   Treasurer:   Lynne Schneider  lynliz@comcast.net   
   Christian Education Director: Kate Broz  cube2.0@gmail.com 
   Community Relations Director: Jeff Whitehead  mightybadger@aol.com 
   Fellowship Director:  Janice Peterson  janicepeterson80@yahoo.com 
   Membership/Outreach Director: Vivian Sekel  sekelvivian@gmail.com  
   Properties Director:  Fred Vogt  fvogt417@gmail.com 
   Stewardship Director:  Gina Vera  gvera0908@gmail.com 
   Worship & Music Director: Juanita Wundsam truluci3@gmail.com  
   Youth Director:    

Restoring Hope 
 

Based on guidance from the State of Illinois and the Centers for Disease Control, public  
worship services at Hope have resumed, effective January 31, 2021 .   
Our area is currently in Phase 4 Mitigation of the Governor’s Restore Illinois Plan, in which 
gatherings of up to 50 people are permitted, with appropriate social distancing and hygiene 
protocols in place.  
 

 All are encouraged to use their own discretion in deciding when to resume attendance. 
 Services will continue to live-stream on our Facebook page, for those who wish to participate remotely. 
 We encourage general hygiene to protect the health of all who attend: hand sanitizer will be available, 

the church spaces cleaned regularly, and communal-use objects such as hymnals will be removed.   
 Masks and Social distancing will be required in the church building. 
 We encourage silent recitation and singing during worship. 
 Communion will be served by individual kits containing the elements. 
 Offering will be collected by dropping into a basket while exiting the sanctuary. 
 Bathrooms will be open, but all are encouraged to limit use to one person at a time. 

For more information, please visit the Worship page on our website: 

http://www.hopelutheran-elca.org/page/180021331/180111547/Worship  
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1660 Checker Rd. 

Long Grove, IL 60047 

www.hopelutheran-elca.org 

Declare God’s love. 

Do God’s will. 

Dance with the Spirit. 

 

To contact the church office:  hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070. 
 

Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement  
church-wide via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.  
 

To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:  
pmater@aol.com 

Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org  
Join Hope on Facebook by using the link on the website or by searching  
for ‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’ and then clicking on the ‘Like” 
button. The website and Facebook page have updates on events at Hope, 
pictures and other miscellaneous information. 

 
 

Worship Schedule: 
Join us in person or remotely, to worship together. 

HOPE will continue to live-stream our worship services 
on Facebook live. 

The video messages will also remain on the page for later viewing. 
 
 

Sunday mornings:  
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship, with hymns and sung liturgy 

9:45 a.m. Education Hour 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship, with music from the Praise Team 

 
 

 


