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Grace. It’s the single most important 
word in all of the Bible. The Apostle Paul 
would say of his entire life: “But by the 
grace of God I am what I am, and his 
grace to me was not without effect. No, I 
worked harder than all of them–yet not I, 
but the grace of God that was with 
me.” (1 Cor 15:10)   
 

We come to know God through grace,  
we grow through grace, and we are  
sustained through grace. We are also 
called into relationship with others by 
grace. But did you know that the average 
Christian has a hard time getting their 
arms around what grace is? Maybe it  
is because they rarely experience an  
example of it that they themselves can 
model. 
 

Throughout my years of ministry, I’ve  
realized that new Christians, not-so- 
new Christians, and even seasoned 
Christians, all struggle with fully grasping 
the concept of God’s grace. Most of the 
time, our understanding is foggy at best. 
Yet our understanding of grace is so  
important. Why? Our understanding,  
or lack of understanding of grace, will 
determine the quality of our life on earth 
and, the impact that quality will have in 
rubbing off on others. 
 

For instance, when it comes to our  
challenges in life, God often encourages 
us as He did Paul: “My grace is sufficient 
for you, for power is perfected in weak-
ness.” (2 Corinthians 12)  This is a  
challenge and a promise that God gives 
us when we’re struggling the most in our 
lives. And it’s usually when we’re likely to 
misunderstand God’s grace the most. 

The Hopeful 
Hope Lutheran Church                                                                                 
Long Grove, Illinois                                          Pastor Jim Andrews 

Hope Lutheran Church Reunion 
A time to celebrate 44 years 

 
The celebration will be held at 

Hawthorn Woods Country Club 
1 Tournament Drive N 

Hawthorn Woods, Illinois 60047 
June 4, 2022 

11:30 am to 2:30 pm 
 

Cost $25.00 per Adult 
 

RSVP by May 21, 2022 
Please send your check to  
Hope Lutheran Church 

Write “Reunion” on the memo line 
Your check will be your RSVP 

 
“The greatest joy in life is fellowship  

and serving the Lord” 
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Here’s what we need to know: 
Grace doesn’t mean that God is 
always going to take you out of  

a difficult situation. It doesn’t promise that a check  
is going to come in the mail, and it doesn’t mean  
that you will necessarily experience a supernatural 
healing. God can and has done all those kinds of 
things. But if God doesn’t, God promises that His 
grace will always be sufficient. 
 

Other than life, grace is God’s most important gift  
to us. Grace is freely given but was so costly to God 
to give. The first taste of Grace was when God gave 
His own beloved son to die for the sins of the world. 
Jesus did not deserve to die upon the cross that day 
so many years ago. He was sinless. Yet honoring  
His Father’s wishes He was tortured and then made 
to die upon the cross like the two thieves on either 
side of Him. Three days later God raised Him to a 
resurrected life and Jesus sits at God’s right side  
today. The whole reason that Jesus was tortured  
the way He was, is that He alone bore all the sins 
from each of us that day. He was God’s gift to us.  
In a sense Jesus was grace poured out on us all.  
 

Many theologians have discussed exactly what grace 
involved. Dietrich Bonhoeffer says that there are two 
types of grace. In his book, The Cost of Discipleship, 
he relates that there is cheap grace and costly grace. 
He says that cheap grace is the enemy of the 
Church. This is the grace most people think is God’s 
grace. It is grace that does not cost us anything.  
It means we do not have to repent for our sins.  
It means we do not have to ask for forgiveness;  
not from God and certainly not from each other.  
Unfortunately, many Christians today think that the 
debt was paid with Christ and there is nothing left 
that they need do. 
 

Grace is also the theological concept often identified 
with Christian author Philip Yancey; his 1997 book 
What’s So Amazing About Grace? helped me to  
better understand grace in ways that I hadn’t before. 
Especially his statement, “Grace is a gift, one I  
cannot stop writing about until my story ends.” 
 

Grace is so important to Yancey because he was late 
to discover it. “I didn’t really feel it or taste it growing 
up. Not in the church, not in the family. And I went to 
a Bible college for a few years. Not there, as well.” 
 

We live in a world that is always clouded by ungrace, 
by strife and anger and division, according to  

Yancey, and Christians should be on the other side. 
“We should be toward bridge building, reconciliation, 
mutual respect, and those things,” he said, “and often 
we act just like everybody else, only more so.” 
 

And that’s the message he hopes readers will take 
from his book, Vanishing Grace. “It’s not radical to 
say that God loves good people. Every religion does 
that. That’s what religion’s all about. Be good so God 
will love you,” he said. “What’s radical is that God 
loves bad people and wants to change them and is 
holding out the remedy for the evil that is in them.  
 

When you look at Jesus’s stories about grace,  
according to Yancey, they’re astonishing, because 
almost every story turns an unexpected person  
into its hero. In the parable of the Good Samaritan, 
the person who helps a wounded traveler on the  
road to Jericho is not an influential priest but a hated 
foreigner.  
 

Jesus taught the parable of the Pharisee and the tax 
collector as a corrective to those who, were certain  
of their own righteousness and looked down on  
everyone else. The Pharisees showed discipline, 
took God seriously, and were willing to risk their  
lives for their faith. The tax collector, meanwhile, was 
unwilling even to look up to heaven. But his beating 
his breast, declaring, “God, have mercy on me, a  
sinner,” and receiving it, is grace in a nutshell,  
Yancey said. And that is good news! And when it 
catches hold, it changes not just people but all of  
society. 
 

In this book, Yancey tells us the bad news of  
declining church attendance in the US and Europe 
and cites many surveys and statistics on changes 
through the centuries. He also includes many real  
life examples and ideas on how to build back up to 
having grace-filled lives and churches. The book has 
given me hope and renewed energy that I will pour 
into our church in the hope that we will share God's 
grace in abundance with others. 
 

We have already begun studying this book along with 
a video series by Mr. Yancey in Grounds for Hope 
Café on Sunday mornings, if you can, please join us. 
However, even if you cannot, I encourage everyone 
in our congregation to pick up a copy of the book 
Vanishing Grace, read it, and seriously consider 
ways that you can also contribute by being a more 
graceful person when you are not only here greeting 
new people, but also wherever you may be. True 
grace should begin here, but never stop here.  
 

God’s grace be with you! Pastor Jim 
 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Join us in person or remotely, 
to worship together. 

 
HOPE will continue to live-stream our worship 

services on Facebook live. 
The video messages will also remain on the 

page for later viewing. 
 
 

Sunday mornings: 
 

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship,  
with hymns and sung liturgy 

 

9:45 a.m. Education Hour 
 

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship,  
music with the Praise Team 

 
 

Worship and Music 
 

There are always bumps in the road in life, especially when traveling down roads never traveled before. 
 

This certainly was the case when we were in the midst of a Pandemic. Praise God that we are coming 
out of that dark tunnel. 
Another road less traveled is how to bring us back together in Worship, service and fellowship. Slow 
and safe is our goal. Yes, it’s been and may be a bumpy road for a bit, but with God’s Goodness and 
Grace, we can rest assured He has us in His sights. The Worship  and Music committee thanks you for 
your patience and support while restoring Hope.  
 

Summer Services: 8:30 traditional and 10:00 contemporary. 
 

Two Saturday evening unplugged, outdoor worship services with picnic dinner to follow.(BYOD) 
Saturdays, May 28th and July 2nd at 6:30. (One service on Sundays at 10:00, traditional, on these weekends)  
 

True blessings surround us! 
Juanita Wundsam 
Worship and Music 
   
 

We have returned to offering Holy Communion in its normal place in our worship service. 
However, for those watching our livestream, the ELCA reminds us that Holy Communion 
takes place in the assembly (Worship in Times of Public Health Concerns: COVID-19/

Coronavirus, Updated March 20, 2020; “The Use of the Means of Grace” Principle 39). That is, we are 
strongly discouraging you from participating virtually in communion using your own bread or crackers,  
and wine or juice, as the elements are to be physically blessed by the pastor. As an alternative for those 
attending virtually, we will be offering communion element kits (wafer and juice), that have been pre-blessed 
by the pastor, which you can pick up at the church the week before the next worship service. This will allow 
you to join with those of us who will be participating in Holy Communion here, live at the church.  
Of course, if you can be with us, that would be the best solution! 

 
Memorial Day Weekend: 

May 28-29 
 

Saturday Evening Worship 6:30 p.m.  
 

One Sunday service at 10:00 a.m. 

Hebrews 10:24-25 
And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 
not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging 
one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near 

Join us for a special Outdoor Service and Ice Cream Social!
Saturday, May 28th

Service starts at 6:30 pm.
Bring a picnic dinner.

Ice cream served after service.

Sc p
The

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+10%3A24-25&version=ESV


 
When:    Thursday, May 12, 9:30 a.m.  
   
Where:    Large fellowship hall at church  
   
Book:      All The Children Are Home by Patry Francis 
 

Long term foster parents have decided their family is complete.  Set in the 1950's and 1960's, Dahlia &  
Louis have 3 children, but get talked into taking a 6 year old abused and neglected girl into their home.    
We follow this dysfunctional family through the years as they struggle but use resilience and love to help 
each other through life.  Heartbreaking and heartwarming.  
 
Everyone is welcome to join us.  

May 2022 Page 4 

 
Hope's Lent 40 Days of Giving  
Challenge was a great success!  
 
On Easter Sunday, a large  
collection of non-perishable  
food items donated by our  
members was blessed, and  
has been delivered to local  
food pantries to help those  
in need in our community. 

Mother’s Day – Sunday May 8th 

   Join us as we celebrate moms  

with a special gift! 



Thursday evening  
Men's Study:    

 

Meetings are being held via Zoom,  
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. 

Zoom link will be provided via email. 
If you are interested in joining, contact Tom Clark: 

tomclark1519@gmail.com 

Pub Chats 

Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m., a couple of times a month  
 

 New Location: City Works, 365 W. Dundee Rd., Wheeling  
 

Concluding the study: “Seeing Christ in the Jewish Feasts” 

  

 May 4  Session Five:  The Feast of Tabernacles (Sukkot): The Latter Harvest 
  This feast emphasizes thanksgiving, celebration, and a temporary dwelling.  
 

New study starting May 18: “Romans: Extreme Makeover of the Soul” 
4 Session Study 

Have you ever wondered what kind of person you would be if you lived up to your potential? 
Have you ever wondered what God had in mind when he made you in the first place? Have 
you ever wondered if this life is really worth all the pain and heartache? God wants to make 
us into new people—an extreme makeover of the soul, something we cannot do on our own. 
Our extreme makeover begins when God justifies us through faith in Jesus Christ, freeing us 
from our past, securing our future, and initiating God's transforming work in our lives.  
The great news is that it is his work, not just ours. He gives us his Holy Spirit to guide and 
empower us through each step of growth.  
 
Study materials will be emailed to participants, and printed copies are available in the narthex 
If you would like to participate, please email Ann in the church office: hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net 

Hannah Circle  
Annual Dinner 

Wednesday, May 25 
6:30 pm 

 
Place to be determined, watch for details 

 

Contact Debbie Duffy: Duffyde626@aol.com 

Christians have proclaimed the good news about Jesus for centuries. But the 
good news isn't sounding so good these days, at least to some. More and more 
surveys show that people view Christians as bearers of bad news, judgment, and 
intolerance. 
In Vanishing Grace, Christian author Philip Yancey acknowledges the problem 

and then explores how we can respond with both grace and truth. He offers a discerning look 
at what contributes to negativity and even hostility toward Christians, and identifies three 
groups of individuals--pilgrims, artists, and activists--who can show us a different way. 
With a reporter's eye and a compassionate heart, Yancey suggests practical ways in which we 
can live as salt and light within a society that is radically changing. What can we learn from 
those who shun church but consider themselves spiritual? Can the good news, once spoiled, 
ever sound good again? 
As Yancey writes, "Like a sudden thaw in the middle of winter, grace happens at unexpected 
moments. It stops us short, catches the breath, disarms. . . . Yet not everyone has tasted of 
that amazing grace, and not everyone believes in it. In a time of division and discord, vio-
lence and uncertainty, grace seems in vanishing supply. Why? And what can we do about it?" 
In the wake of recent events—from Las Vegas and Ferguson, to Portland, Minneapolis, and 
New York, people both inside and outside the church are thirsty for grace. Vanishing 
Grace calls us to see their thirst, and ours, in a hopeful new light as we learn to listen, love, 
and offer a grace that is truly good news. Please join us in this 5-week video and book study 
each Sunday at 9:45 a.m., beginning Sunday April 24th. Study books will be available for  
discussion after each video. This will be a most important study for us as we search for ways 
to reach out to those who are unchurched, meeting them where they are in grace and love.  
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SAVE THE DATE!! 
 
It's baaaaaaaack!!!  This year's iWalk, sponsored by the Northwest Suburban Interfaith 
Council, is back and in person this year.  Mark your calendar for Sunday, June 26th if  
you would like to walk in this annual 5K event to help raise awareness for those who are 
hungry in our community.  All proceeds go to the local food pantries.  
 

In addition to walkers, Hope Lutheran Church serves as the halfway point and we provide 
refreshments and encouragement for the walkers.  If being a greeter and refreshment 
server is more your speed, make sure to get this date on your calendar now. 
 

More information to follow in the coming months! 
 
Stay Blessed, 
Jennie Pankiewicz 
Community Relations 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  We need you to come out and be a 
part of the Buffalo Grove Pride Parade on Sunday, June 5th.   
Let’s show our friends and neighbors that Hope Lutheran Church 
WELCOMES ALL! 
 

The parade starts at 11:00 and the route is less than one mile but if 
you’d like to join us and don’t feel you can walk the distance, we 
can decorate a vehicle and include that as part of Hope’s parade 
entry. We would love for you to join us, no matter how you join us! 
We have asked to be near the end of the parade route so that those 
of you who  attend the 10:00 a.m. service that morning will have 
time to get to the parade route to join in the fun! 
 

Hope’s participation in this event not only shows God’s love for all people but it will also show our neighbors 
that Hope Lutheran Church WELCOMES ALL PEOPLE to worship with us.  This is a lively event supported 
by so many.  You will likely come away from participating in this parade with feelings of happiness, joy, love 
of our fellow person and a sense of accomplishment for walking a mile! 
 

Also, along the parade route we will hand out goodies to the crowd. Think of all the smiling faces you’ll 
see!!!  T-shirts will be available to purchase from the BG Pride Committee in the next few weeks so if you’re 
interested, let me know.  
 

If you’d like to join us, please click on this link Hope's Participation in BGPride Parade. 

 

The parade should end around 12:30 and the festival runs just across the street from the end of the parade 
at Mike Rylko Park until 2:30 pm with food, music and much much more!  This portion is being thrown by 
the Park District and is called the Pride Picnic. Your attendance is not expected but it is a good time         
(as witnessed in the past). 
 

For more information or any questions, please contact  
Jennie Pankiewicz 847)927-6437 or jennie.pankiewicz@gmail.com 
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May 2022 Page 7 

GIFT CARD PROGRAM 
 

This is the month that you will want to use Gift Cards for FATHER’S DAY – so many possibilities 
– Menard’s, Dick’s Sporting Goods, Home Depot – the list is endless!  And then there are our 
everyday needs like groceries and gas for that road trip you might want to take this summer. 
  

The proceeds from the April and May Gift Cards will be going to the ELCA Good Gifts program to purchase chicks  
and roosters.  These gifts are so important to those in undeveloped countries - when these chicks grow up to  
become chickens, their eggs not only provide an ongoing supply of protein-rich meals, they can also help start a  
small business and generate a steady source of income for a family.  I urge you to try using gift cards – it’s a great  
way to help others with no additional cost to you.  Please do not hesitate to ask me or Gina if you have any questions 
at all about the program. 
 

There are hard copies of the Vendor List on the info table at church.  You may call or email either of us or Ann and tell 
us what you want, or you may just write the cards you want on a note and leave it in the box on the info table – you 
do NOT have to use the computer, so don’t let that deter you from ordering.   Be sure to include a check made out 
to HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH with Gift Cards marked in the memo line. 
 

Orders and checks are due by the 1st Sunday of each month and the cards should be available by the following Fri-
day.   MAY orders are due on Sunday, MAY 1, 2022.  If you are not comfortable attending church in person yet, give 
us a call.  AND if you are unable to get to church to pick the cards up, we will be happy to deliver them to you.   
 

Questions?  Give us a call – we will be happy to answer them. 
 

Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 – janet.sirabian@gmail.com            Gina Vera – 847 -439-0561 – gvera0908@gmail.com
  

REQUEST YOUR FAVORITE MUSIC! 
 
We know you have favorites! We know there are some of our hymns and contemporary worship 
songs that are especially meaningful for you! Same for us. And we want to include your favorites 
during summer worship this year! 
 
So please tell us: 

• which song you want to sing  
• the Sunday(s) you would prefer to have it scheduled  
• why this song is especially meaningful for you, what it says to 
you, and your permission to include your comments in the worship 
bulletin 
• how we can best contact you to confirm the Sunday your song 
will be included in worship so you can be sure to be with us that 
morning 
 

Music Request Forms are available in the church narthex, and also 
may be downloaded on the worship page of our website: 
http://www.hopelutheran-elca.org/site/cpage.asp?
sec_id=180021331&cpage_id=180111547&slug=Worship 
 
The forms include lists of hymns and songs that we sing regularly, for your reference to help you 
remember your favorites. 

mailto:janet.sirabian@gmail.com
mailto:gvera0908@gmail.com
http://www.hopelutheran-elca.org/site/cpage.asp?sec_id=180021331&cpage_id=180111547&slug=Worship
http://www.hopelutheran-elca.org/site/cpage.asp?sec_id=180021331&cpage_id=180111547&slug=Worship


Dear Friends, 
Thank you so very much for all of the cards, kind words, texts and calls  
of love and support at my father's passing. We always called him 
"Everyone's Favorite Person", and honestly, he was the family favorite. 
He passed peacefully on his 96th birthday with all of us holding his 
hands. Your kindness to me and our family lifted our spirits and eased 
our sorrow. We are blessed to be part of this beautiful church community. 
Love, Renee Clark 
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May Membership Anniversaries 

 May 2022 

NAME: YEARS AS A MEMBER OF HOPE: 
  

Tom & Renee Clark 23 

Courtny & Tiffany Cloeter & family 15 

Nick Heidtbrink & family 13 

Rebecca McInturff 17 

Ken & Ann Wood & family 17 

 
 
There are a lot of things happening at Hope this month and next. 
 
 
In May you will be receiving a phone call from one of our Church Council members.   
 
The intent of this call is to invite you to a “Worship Together—Welcome Back” Sunday on May 22nd.  There 
will be a continental breakfast between services where you will meet your Church Council members. 
 
The next intent of the call will be to update or confirm the information that is in the church directory.  We will 
be creating a new directory and would like to put in the latest information.  We thank you for your help in this 
matter. 
 
You should have all received an invitation to the Hope Church Reunion.  Hard to believe 44 years have 
gone by since the church was first started.   Some of you might remember meeting and having services at 
Buffalo Grove High School.  We have reached out to past members to help us celebrate this milestone in 
our church.  I have heard from Joe and Tyke Tsiakals who are planning on coming from Denver to help us 
celebrate!  Promises to be a good time reconnecting with friends. 
 
Vivian Sekel 
M.O.M. Director 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 
3:30 pm Bell 
Choir 

 

6:30 pm Boy 
Scouts 
 

6:00 pm Worship 
Music Committee 
on Zoom 

3 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Praise 
Team 

4 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Pub 
Chat at City 
Works 

5 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Men’s 
Bible Study on 
Zoom 

6 
 
 
 
7:30 pm AA 
 
8:00 pm White 
Stone Church 

7 
8:00 a.m.  Men’s 
Breakfast—Billy’s 
Pancake House 

8 9 
3:30 pm Bell 
Choir 
 
6:30 pm Church 
Council 
 
6:30 pm Boy 
Scouts 

10 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Praise 
Team 

11 12 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Men’s 
Bible Study on 
Zoom 

13 
 
 
 
7:30 pm AA 
 
8:00 pm White 
Stone Church 

14 

15 16 
 
3:30 pm Bell 
Choir 
 
6:30 pm Boy 
Scouts 

17 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Praise 
Team 

18 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Pub 
Chat at City 
Works 

19 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Men’s 
Bible Study on 
Zoom 

20 
 
 
 
7:30 pm AA 
 
8:00 pm White 
Stone Church 

21 
8:00 a.m.  Men’s 
Breakfast—Billy’s 
Pancake House 

22 23 
 
3:30 pm Bell 
Choir 
 
6:30 pm Boy 
Scouts 

24 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Praise 
Team 

25 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Hannah 
Circle Dinner 

26 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Men’s 
Bible Study on 
Zoom 

27 
 
 
 
7:30 pm AA 
 
8:00 pm White 
Stone Church 

28 
 
 
 
6:30 pm 
Outdoor Worship 
and Ice Cream 
Social 

29 
10:00 am One 
Worship Service 

30 31 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Praise 
Team 

    

 Sunday Worship Schedule:   
      at Church and on Facebook 
 

8:30 am  Traditional Worship 
9:45 am Education Hour 
11:00am Contemporary Worship 

 

  1:00 pm  Church of Eternal Hope 
  4:00 pm  White Stone Church 



1660 Checker Rd. 

Long Grove, IL 60047 

www.hopelutheran-elca.org 

Declare God’s love. 

Do God’s will. 

Dance with the Spirit. 

 

To contact the church office:  hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070. 
 

Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement  
church-wide via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.  
 

To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:  
pmater@aol.com 

Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org  
Join Hope on Facebook by using the link on the website or by searching  
for ‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’ and then clicking on the ‘Like” 
button. The website and Facebook page have updates on events at Hope, 
pictures and other miscellaneous information. 

 

Worship Schedule: 

Join us in person or remotely, to worship together. 

HOPE will continue to live-stream our worship services on Facebook live. 

The video messages will also remain on the page for later viewing. 

 

Sunday mornings: 

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship, with hymns and sung liturgy 

9:45 a.m. Education Hour 

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship, music with the Praise Team 


