
Book Drive 9 
Book Nook 5 

Calendar 13 

Gift Cards 9 

Grounds for Hope 
Cafe 

4 

Hannah Circle 4 

Holiday Wish Drive 8 

Interfaith Council– 
Food Pantries 

12 

Membership  
Anniversaries 

3 

Men’s Bible Study 4 

MOM Committee 7 

Music News 11 

President’s  
Message 

3 

Pub Chats 5 

Restoring Hope 10 

Stewardship   7 

Sunday School 6 

Thanksgiving  
Baskets 

8 

Worship and  
Music Message 

10 

Youth Corner 6 

Entering into the month of November  
has me contemplating a number of things. 
Colder weather is on its way. It’s time to wrap 
up the yard work and do a final clean up. I 
need to get the cars winterized. We need to 
get our Thanksgiving food baskets turned in 
to church. All this while negotiating our way 
around the pandemic.  
 

These have been quite unsettling times for all 
of us. I have never experienced anything like 
the coronavirus in my lifetime, nor have most 
all of you. I had to stop and count—do you 
realize that we are 9 months into one of the 
darkest periods of our lives? 
 

We all have a number of concerns—the 
spread of the virus, health and safety for  
ourselves and our loved ones, availability of 
necessities, the economic impact of closed or 
reduced businesses, when a vaccine will be 
available, and so much more. How many of us 
have not trudged through these days and 
months feeling mildly ill-at-ease, to severely 
panicked, to quietly calm, and back again. 
 

As with any period of crisis, we must hold  
on tightly to what we know to be true. This 
state of affairs did not catch God off guard. 
God has been in the midst of suffering and 
uncertainty, and God knows exactly how  
to cover our needs. “Look at the birds of the 
air; they do not sow or reap or store away in 
barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds 
them. Are you not much more valuable than 
they?” Matthew 6:26-27. All our worrying 
can’t add an hour to our lives and will only 
make us miserable.  
 
             (Continued on page #2) 

 
We are worshipping 
publicly on Sunday 
mornings at Hope. 
See article on page 10 
for details on our health 
precautions. 

 
All worship services will continue to 
be live-streamed on our Facebook 
page, and will also remain on the 
page for later viewing. 

The Hopeful 
Hope Lutheran Church                                                                                 
Long Grove, Illinois                                          Pastor Jim Andrews 

 
Sunday 
November 29 

 
Join us each week for our  

Advent Worship series: Prepare Ye 

Virtual Interfaith  
Thanksgiving Worship 
Sunday November 22 

7:00 p.m. 
Watch for details on how to join this event 

https://biblehub.com/matthew/6-27.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/6-27.htm
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Although God may sometimes allow 
suffering, God will also provide us  
the grace and patience to deal with  
it. I find great peace in knowing that  

I have a God who is with me in the midst of the chaos to guide 
and protect me. 
 

As we draw near to Thanksgiving Day, despite the  
inconveniences, I have found plenty to be thankful for. 
 

We live in unprecedented times for medical research, testing, 
sharing knowledge and equipment. Through the speed of  
communication and sheer determination, though the virus 
spread quickly, ventilators, beds, and medical supplies were  
in place in record time. And though sanitation supplies were  
in short supply for a time, our retooled industry along with  
entrepreneurial efforts made all available quickly. 
 

I am thankful that we have so many ways to keep in touch.  
Social distancing is hard on many levels. But we have phones, 
texting, Facebook, Zoom, social media, and so many other  
ways to keep in touch with and check on each other. Our  
many churches and Bible study groups have found ways to 
“virtually” meet. Even though all these are not quite the same 
as being together, they are far better than total isolation. 
 

We have found a number of ways to keep busy and  
entertain ourselves at home. Books, home projects,  
gardening, walking, games, social media, program  
streaming—we’ve never had more access to more means  
of entertainment than we do now. It’s also given parents a 
chance to just hang out with their kids. 
 

I have witnessed more and more courageous and generous 
people. Many people are going the extra mile, like health  
care workers and volunteers at food pantries and food packing 
sites. Some deliver food to those who cannot get out. 
 

While I admit to being “zoomed out” from so many virtual 
meetings, the ability to work and for students to take classes  
at home, has been a way for everyone to help “flatten the 
curve” that much more, and helps everyone. Although  
students are being deprived of much needed social contact, 
online teaching ensures that the academic year isn’t lost.  
I have gratitude for our teachers and school administrators, 
who have been adaptive and thoughtful and courageous. 
 

I am ever so thankful for our church staff, our Church Council, 
our worship service technical crew, and our other leadership 
teams who have stepped up mightily to keep this church  
functioning at a high level. Although we do not all meet face  
to face, everyone has stepped up to make certain that our 
church community is well supported and that our facilities  
are well maintained and that we are able to provide our  
membership with quality worship services that are still  
meaningful to our membership and to those who have been  
joining from outside our church community. Bringing God’s 
message to as many as we can has never taken a back seat  

during our shut down and up to the present.  
 

I am truly thankful for my wife-- I’ve always been thankful for 
her, but this time at home has given me a new appreciation for 
her. The things she puts up with! Yes, there are times we get on 
each other’s nerves, but I haven’t had this much time to just sit 
and listen and to be with her in quite a while. This has been 
quality time together. 
 

Although we are all distanced from one another, I am ever so 
grateful for my family. For my son and daughter, my brothers 
and sisters, my mother, father, and brother in laws. We all stay 
in touch as best we can and I have grown to appreciate them 
that much more. To actually be able to be with them all again 
face to face will be such a blessing! 
 

I am thankful for my neighbors. Being at home more has given 
me greater opportunities to spend time with and get to know 
my neighbors better. Yes, we keep our social distances, but we 
are still able to chat from each other’s yards and share with one 
another. We are surrounded by many good and kind people. 
 

Finally, I am so, so grateful for my gardens. When my head  
is about to explode from one too many zoom meetings,  
another lesson plan to organize, answering an over-abundance 
of phone calls, text messages, and emails, I take a time-out and 
get my hands dirty in God’s earth. For me there is nothing more 
peaceful and spiritual than watching God’s abundance spill out 
of the ground. I never cease to be amazed at the ways that God 
creates and recreates. My only sadness is when the growing 
season draws to a close—as it is now. 
 

All of us face degrees of disappointment in our current  
situation. Long anticipated commencement services, trips,  
conferences, and outings have all been cancelled. But  
comparing what could have been, and what has been in  
past epidemics, to what is going on now will give us a better 
perspective. 
 

Admittedly, some of the systems that have been implemented 
to carry us through this period, still have room for improve-
ment. But better minds than mine are working on those issues, 
and we need to give grace to those that are doing the best  
they can in unprecedented circumstances. Much is out of our 
control. But we can trust God and take measures to help, to 
foster safety, and to love our brothers and sisters in the best 
ways that we are able. 
 

Have you found anything to be thankful for during the current 
crisis? Lift your face to the heavens and sing praise to God for 
granting us those blessings!  
Have a most GRATEFUL Thanksgiving!  
 

Blessings and peace,     
Pastor Jim 
 
The Virtual Interfaith Thanksgiving Worship service  
is being planned for Sunday November 22 at 7:00 p.m.   
Watch for details on how to join this event. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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WOW!  What a year! As November approaches, I, like many of us, am in a state of disbelief at 
all this year has brought. It’s hard to wrap my head around everything we are facing today; a 
seemingly never ending pandemic (it will end…), an upcoming presidential election (one of the 
most contentious in our nation’s history), friends and family who are suffering from physical 
illness, depression, and/or economic loss. All this, PLUS our friends, family and support net-
work—even our own church community has had to “socially distance” when we need them and 
a hug--most. Hard and challenging for sure. Sometimes almost unbearable. And as we all do our best to adjust to a 
“new normal”, sometimes clawing our way to a place of peace and sanity, know that there are people here to help. 
We, your church community are here for you, every day, every hour. Just call.  
 

And, as some things are very different, some are surprisingly the same. Did you know that Hope’s church council  
has continued to meet on a monthly basis? Yes, we too are social distancing and meeting on Zoom. (That’s a new  
normal!) We are still running the church operation and planning for the future when COVID 19 is a distant memory.  
So in that spirit, as we enter November, we think about gratitude and giving, just as we always do this time of year.   
So, you ask. What do I have to offer, and how can I help, especially when I am sitting at home social distancing, which 
leads me to share some wonderful news! Our very own Gina Vera has recently stepped into the Stewardship Director 
position that has been open most of this year. Gina brings a thoughtful and creative approach to this ministry, that 
includes sharing talent and engaging in service to the church and other people, in addition to the necessary financial 
component. She is working hard to create a fun, engaging and nurturing approach to stewardship—an ongoing  
program that will continue throughout the year. 
 

What can we do now? It doesn’t take much to reach out. A phone call to someone you know may need to talk, a  
few cans of food to the church or local food pantry, a card, a kind word, or even a smile. And while it is a gift to the 
recipient, the true gift is yours.  
 

And then there’s gratitude. Thankfulness. The funny thing about gratitude is that a regular practice of expressing 
gratitude verbally and in writing, brings real change. When I feel and express gratitude, it changes my perspective,  
my attitude, my response to life. It reduces anxiety. Brings Calm. It stops the loud voices of worry and concern for  
myself, my family, and my friends and literally shifts my focus to others. Suddenly, I have gone from feeling over-
whelmed to feeling that “peace that passes all understanding”…. 
 

As we approach this SEASON OF GIVING AND GRATITUDE, I want to let you know that one of my most valuable gifts  
is being a part of this community of HOPE. I am grateful for your kindness, encouragement, caring and friendship. 
Thank you, All! 
 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
 

With love and blessings and an abundance of gratitude, 
 

Renee Clark, Council President 

November Membership Anniversaries 

NAME: YEARS AS A MEMBER OF HOPE: 
  Jerry & Ellen Allen & family 32 

Pastor Jim and Laura Andrews & family 5 

Suzanne Burns & family 7 

Mike & Diana Clayson & family 7 

Jim & Sherry Hoesly & family 29 

David & Cheryl Joseph & family 14 

Chris Lee & family 15 

Bill & Janice Peterson 19 

Lynne Schneider & family 32 

Craig & Debbie Sincora 24 

Andie Van Spankeren 42 



Thursday evening Men's Study:    
 

Meetings are now being held  
via Zoom,  

every Thursday 6:30 p.m. 
Zoom link will be provided via 

email. 
If you are interested in joining, contact Tom Clark : 

tomclark1519@gmail.com 

 

The First Grounds For Hope Bible Study of the fall session will be a study of the book,  
Get Out of Your Head: Stopping the Spiral of Toxic Thoughts, the New York Times bestseller 
written by Jennie Allen.   Jennie is the founder and visionary behind IF:Gathering, an organization 
that equips women to know God more deeply and to disciple others in their own lives.   
 

Are your thoughts holding you captive? I’ll never be good enough. Other people have better lives than I do.  God  
couldn’t really love me.  Jennie Allen knows what it’s like to swirl in a spiral of destructive thoughts, but she also  
knows we don’t have to stay stuck in toxic thinking patterns.  As she discovered in her own life, God built a way for us 
to escape that downward spiral. Freedom comes when we refuse to be victims to our thoughts and realize we have  
already been equipped with power from God to fight and win the war for our minds. 
 

In Get Out of Your Head, Jennie inspires and equips us to transform our emotions, our outlook, and even our  
circumstances by taking control of our thoughts. Our enemy is determined to get in our heads to make us feel  
helpless, overwhelmed, and incapable of making a difference for the kingdom of God. But when we submit our  
minds to Christ, the promises and goodness of God flood our lives in remarkable ways. It starts in your head. And  
from there, the possibilities are endless. 
 

This study, which is based primarily on the book of Philippians, will be conducted over a minimum of 6 weeks and  
will begin on Sunday, September 20th. There will be a fee of $15 to cover the cost of the book and study materials, 
otherwise you can purchase the book online through Amazon or other book sellers.  
 
If you wish to participate in the study each week on Sunday mornings at 9:45 a.m., we will be meeting on zoom. 
Please contact Pastor Jim or Ann Wood in the church office to let us know of your wish to be a part of the study 
ahead of time in order to receive materials and the zoom link. 
 
Starting November 29:  “Prepare Ye” 
Enhance your Advent preparation with a scripture-based bible study. 
Explore and reflect upon the “Prepare Ye” Worship theme for Advent through the pages of this 4-session study.  
Ponder, Pray, Praise and Proclaim each week as we prepare for the birth of Jesus. Study and discussion questions, 
prayers and reflections help students ready themselves for the Christ Child. 
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Hannah Circle meets on  
Tuesday, November 17 

7:00 p.m. on Zoom 
 
 

The Zoom link will be sent out by email—if you 
would like to participate,  

contact Debbie Duffy or Renee Clark. 

 



Pub Chats 
Wednesday evenings, a couple of times a month,  

on Zoom video meetings 
 

Continuing study:  “Impacting Culture” 
 

This 7-session study will help us think about the ways in which we reach the surrounding  
community. The study presents questions such as: How is the church called to be different 
from the local social club? How do you immerse yourself in the culture, but not be negatively 
affected by it? How can we reach the unbeliever as a whole person, not just his mind? In what 
ways do technology and entertainment shape the cultural climate? How can we best serve the 
community around us?  

 

November 4:  “Fresh Ways to Connect with the Gospel” 
 
Materials and invitation to the Zoom meeting will be emailed to attendees.   
If you would like to be part of the group, please contact Ann in the church office:  
hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net  
 
 

  Starting in November:  “Esther: Fulfilling Life’s Mission” 
 

Esther, along with the Old Testament books Song of Solomon, Ruth, Lamentations, and  
Ecclesiastes, are five scrolls that are read on various Jewish holidays. Esther provides us  
with the history of the Jewish holiday Purim, or "lots," named because Haman, an evil ruler, 
cast lots to determine the day of the Jews' annihilation. Esther is the Jewish heroine who, 
along with her adoptive father, Mordecai, reversed Haman's plan by influencing the king  
of the Persian Empire, Xerxes. Esther also has a lot to teach us about how to find and fulfill 
our life's mission. 
 

November 18:  Study One:  We Flounder Without a Mission 
 We need to live for more than entertaining ourselves. 
December 2:  Study Two:  We Are Tempted to Settle for a Shadow Mission 
 Unless we face the shallowness of our shadow mission, we'll never move beyond it. 
December 16:  Study Three:  We Need Courage to Fulfill Our Mission 
 Any mission we are given will include obstacles to overcome. 
December 30:  Study Four  With Jesus, We Can Fulfill Our Mission 
 Jesus also faced a shadow mission and realizes how tough it is for us. 
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When:    Thursday, November 12, 2020, 9:30 a.m.  
   

Where:    Large fellowship hall at church (masks and social distancing observed) 
   

Book:      ““Hometown Ties” By Melody Carlson 
 
  After decades out of touch, four fifty-something childhood friends have returned 
to the little coastal town of Clifden, Oregon, where they grew up. They look for-
ward to supporting one another as they reinvent their lives. But second acts can 
be a challenge, and each woman feels the stretch.  
   Widowed lawyer Janie struggles to leave the past behind and move forward. Emerging artist Marley 
wrestles with \"painter's block.\" Empty-nester Abby fears no one takes her seriously, while beautiful 
Caroline has all she can do to keep her Alzheimer's patient mother at home . . . and wearing clothes! 
Plus, old resentments and new misunderstandings are beginning to strain the friendships they all count 
on. Can the Four Lindas sisterhood continue to thrive in the close quarters of one little hometown? 
 

Everyone is welcome to join us.  



Youth Corner November 2020 

Hello all, 
The youth are putting together a fall Christmas reading 
of ‘We Four Kings: a Christmas whodunit’ .  
We have a few openings left for readers/actors. If you 
are interested, please take a look at the casting bill and 
let me know if you would like to play/read a role. The 
plan is to record the reading and host a watch party via 
zoom for the whole congregation to view.  
You can email me at ben.hlcyouth@gmail.com  
if interested. 

 
We Four King's: 
 A Christmas whodunit - Cast 
 
Will (wise man) - Atlas Broz                           
Aaron (Joseph) - Amy Pabst 
Goldie (wise man) - Elli Pease 
Frank (wise man) - Katelyn Palmer 
Mariah (wise man) - open 
Jade (wise man) - Allison Palmer 
Cameron (camel) - open 
Pam (Nursery director) - open 
Actor 9 (multi small parts) - open 
Aliyah 
Sadie 
Sasha 
Jill 
Tilly 
Lynette 

SPECIAL DELIVERY! SUNDAY SCHOOL AT YOUR DOOR! 
 
Fall and Winter 2020 Sunday School is coming directly to your door! Join us as we try out 
new ways to learn more about Jesus at home, with your family and at your own pace.  
 

Each session, registered children and their families receive a package full of activities, 
snacks, videos, books and other surprises. We’ll get together remotely before the end of each session to share what 
we’ve learned and catch up. Watch for email updates through the Hope Lutheran Sunday School email list. 
 

Session #2: Little Pilgrim’s Progress 
Sunday 10/11 – Sunday 11/22 
 Swords! Giants! Castles! Amazing Grace! Cliff-hanging adventure awaits in Little Pilgrim’s Progress. This  
children’s adaption of Pilgrim’s Progress, one of the best-selling novels of all time, is a great read-aloud for kids of all 
ages. Families will be provided with an Adventure Guide to help lead the way.   
 

Session #3: The Reason for the Season 
Sunday 12/6 – Sunday 12/20 
 Banish cabin fever and get into the holiday spirit!  
 

To register for Sunday School so you can join us for upcoming sessions and join the Hope Lutheran Sunday School 
email list, send an email to cube2.0@gmail.com 
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STEWARDSHIP 
 

Thank you! The butterflies in our sanctuary look great! If you send more, we will add them to the celebration! 
 

Stewardship Sunday is November 15 this year.  In preparation for  
that day, watch your email starting the week of October 26 for a 
weekly message containing a few short videos. The first video will 
have the general theme of stewardship and the other will focus on  
our congregation.  The first week of November, you will receive a  
letter and pledge card asking you to consider what acts of generosity 
would strengthen your relationship with God and your connection  
with our congregation.  During our Sunday worship services, you  
will hear additional information about stewardship and our first virtual 
campaign.  
 

Did you know that, second only to references about the Kingdom of God, Jesus addresses money and  
possessions with the greatest frequency of any theme?  Let us approach the stewardship season prayerfully 
and remain mindful of God’s limitless generosity and love for us despite the stress and separation of our 
current times. 
 

In His Service, 
Gina Vera 

The MOM committee is hoping to run a DRIVE THRU (no one leaves their car) 
LIVE Christmas Nativity event on Saturday, December 12th . The event will be held 
from 1-3PM and held along the three sides of the front parking lot. On the berm 
along Checker, we will set the live Nativity…along the Arlington Heights side will 
feature Santa & Mrs Claus, giant inflatable Christmas Trees and elves…and along 
the front of the large fellowship hall, we would feature properly distanced  
(& masked) singers who will sing along with broadcasted Christmas Carols. 
 

Kathy Whitehead has arranged to offer a pre-packaged Christmas cookie decorating kit…Gina Vera has created a 
Christmas ornament decorating kit…Laura Andrews, Vivian Sekel & Ellen Allen are working on a couple of fun  
giveaways AND we are developing a HOPE facemask that will feature HOPE’s dove -glass window.   
 

We have had discussions with a group that can provide a camel, donkey and a couple of sheep. They are out-of-town 
for a couple of weeks so we have not been able to finalize. And there are lots of areas where we will need some help 
such as: 

Directing the parking lot traffic 
Creating a shelter for the manger display 
Setting up inflatable trees and the Santa area 
Folks willing to don costumes for Mary, Joseph, a king or 3, shepherds, elves 
Folks willing to sing-along with pre-recorded Christmas music 

 

Please let me know if you would be willing to help in any aspect of the event. Tom Clark…847-946-3604…
tomclark1519@gmail.com. God’s peace.  
                        

MOMs original operating philosophy was as follows: 
     To have HOPE be known as a place where all are welcome  

          to learn, explore and grow in the Christian faith 
 
Become HOPE’s NEW MOM Director…Its a cool role. Neatest aspect of this committee is the goal which is to help  
define HOPE for the community and HOPEs members.  
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Thanksgiving Baskets 
 

It is hard to believe it is that time of year again!   Hope Lutheran Church is sponsoring 
the Thanksgiving Food Drive to assist needy families in the local area.    This year we 
are asking that you consider sponsoring an entire family, and purchase all of the 
items on the menu or provide monetary donations (in the form of gift cards or  
money - Checks can be made out to Hope Lutheran Church).  We would prefer that 
you do not donate incomplete baskets, as this requires our volunteers to visit the 
grocery store multiple times to complete baskets.   
 

Please plan on dropping off the baskets and monetary donations (including gift cards) at Hope Lutheran 
Church on a Sunday morning, or during the week Monday thru Friday 9:00-3:00.  All donations should be at 
the church by no later than the late service on Sunday, November 8th.  
 

If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to contact Pam Kennedy at garyandpamk@aol.com or  
847-362-7225, especially if you have not received an email or letter containing information on the  
traditional and Hispanic menus.   

Community Relations - Holiday Wish Drive 
Bringing Joy During the Holidays Through Giving 

 

The holiday season is fast approaching, however, there are families in our community who will need some help  
feeling the joy and peace of the holiday season. 
 

This year, Hope has partnered with Vernon Township in their Gift Program to provide families an opportunity to  
receive gifts during this wonderful time of year.  Be on the look-out for our upcoming drive that will allow us to  
make the holidays merry and bright for neighbors who otherwise might go without gifts. 
 

Similar to our previous Operation Christmas program, you will have the option to select an entire family or a single 
family member; it’s up to you.  If your busy schedule makes shopping difficult for you to participate in this program, 
please consider donating toward our gift drive and we’ll do the shopping for you.  This is a great way to help someone 
out during the holidays. 
 

This program will have a quick turn-around time.   
All gifts must be received at Hope, no later than Saturday, December 5th. 
 

Also, if you are interested in helping out our Community Relations committee with this wonderful gift-giving ministry 
please contact Jennie Pankiewicz at (847)927-6437 or benjusal@sbcglobal.net.  We will need help shopping, wrapping 
and delivering gifts on time. 
 

Thankful for our Hope Family, 
 

Jennie Pankiewicz 
Community Relations 

mailto:garyandpamk@aol.com
mailto:benjusal@sbcglobal.net


GIFT CARDS ARE BACK!! 
 

October orders picked up significantly, so THANK YOU!  This is the month that you’ll want 
to order cards for  Thanksgiving  – your own and for the Thanksgiving baskets that Hope 
prepares for others – and Christmas – gift cards for gifts and for your shopping for gifts – 
and don’t forget our everyday needs for gas, groceries, take-out meals, etc. etc. etc.  There 
are hard copies of the Vendor List on the info table at church.  BUT for those of you not 
comfortable attending in person yet, just call or email either of us and tell us what cards 
you would like to order – very simple!  AND if you are unable to get to church to pick the 
cards up, we will be happy to deliver them to you.  Gina has updated the list – there are 
some new vendors, and she has put a * next to those vendors.  Contact Ann in the church 
office if you would like an email with the vendor list as an attachment. 
 
You do NOT have to use the computer, so don’t let that deter you from ordering.   Your check should be made out to 
HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH with Gift Cards marked in the memo line. 
 
Orders and checks are due by the 1st Sunday of each month and the cards have been arriving on Tuesday of the fol-
lowing week.   NOVEMBER orders are due on Sunday, November 1, 2020.  If you are unable to attend church that day, 
just drop your order in the box early or give us a call. 
 
Questions?  Give us a call – we will be happy to answer them. 
 
Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 – janet.sirabian@gmail.com  
Gina Vera – 847-962-4815 – gvera0908@gmail.com  

PRE-SCHOOLERS BOOK DRIVE   
 

Hope is partnering with others in the Northwest Suburban Interfaith Council to obtain books for pre-schoolers for free 
dispersal as an aid in literacy, especially among those less fortunate. 
What is the problem??....  
1.  1 in 4 children before kindergarten grow up without learning how to read. 
2.  Students who do not read proficiently by the 3rd grade are more likely to drop out of school.  
3.  Nearly 85% of those in juvenile court cannot read above 4th grade level. 
4.  More than 75% of those in jail cannot read above a 4th grade level. 
5.  By the age of 5 the average child from a low-income family recognizes 9 letters in the alphabet compared to 22 
letters for a child from a middle-class family. 
6. Those children from welfare families who can read at the 4th grade level by 4th grade will have a better than 90% 
chance of graduating high school. 
 

These books will be handed out at food pantries, places of worship and other designated 
facilities for people in need.  
 

We will be empowering these young children through their parent(s) and a means to 
assure them access to the early learning opportunities they deserve. 
 

Please consider donating preschool age appropriate books (new or used) in the box in 
the narthex.  Any book (even religious) will be used.   

Thank you. 
 

Jeff Whitehead 
Director, Community Relations 
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Public worship services are now being offered each Sunday morning: 
  8:30 am—Traditional Worship       
  11:00 am—Contemporary Worship         
All are encouraged to use their own discretion in deciding when to resume attendance. 
Services will continue to live-stream on our Facebook page, for those who wish to participate remotely. 
 

 We encourage general hygiene to protect the health of all who attend: hand sanitizer will be available, the 
church spaces cleaned regularly, and communal-use objects such as hymnals will be removed.   

 Masks and Social distancing will be required in the church building. 
 We encourage silent recitation and singing during worship. 
 Communion will be served by individual kits containing the elements. 
 Offering will be collected by dropping into a basket while exiting the sanctuary. 
 Bathrooms will be open, but all are encouraged to limit use to one person at a time. 

“…while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and  
Savior, Jesus Christ…” Titus 2:13 
 

The season of Advent is fast approaching, and I think it’s particularly appropriate this year 
that we take time to sweep away the distractions of 2020 and focus on the blessed hope 
that awaits us; the coming of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Here are some things that 
your Worship & Music Committee have planned for the Advent season. 
 

We will be using a service series entitled Prepare Ye, focusing on different ways the season of Advent prepares us for 
the coming of the Christ Child.  Once again this year there will be no mid-week services. We will have one Christmas 
Eve service at 4:00 PM, and one Christmas Day service at 10:00 AM.  The Christmas Day service will just be Pastor on 
his own, with links to music on the Facebook livestream.   
 

Sanctuary Space for Holidays: Due to the “shower stalls” that the Praise Team has installed for COVID protection,  
the traditional placement of the Christmas Tree and Advent Wreath needs to be changed.  The tree will be placed  
on the Organ side of the altar, with the Pulpit removed for the season.  The Advent Wreath will either be where the 
Baptismal Font is, or in the center on the lower level. The Committee has decided to put up the Christmas tree on 
Monday or Tuesday before Thanksgiving, pending people’s availability to assist. 
 

We face an impending issue: during the summer we have been slowly expanding the number of people who have 
been attending services in person, which has been wonderful.  We are currently averaging 15-20 people at each  
service, and we’d love to see more.  However, as I write this, the news is announcing that over 30 counties in Illinois 
are approaching the danger level for Coronavirus Disease, meaning that two or more risk factors are rising in those 
areas.  The risk factors are: 1) new cases per 100,000 people, 2) Number of deaths, 3) Weekly test positivity, 4)  ICU 
availability, 5) Weekly ER visits, 6) Weekly hospital admissions, 7) tests performed, and 8) clusters.  (You can view  
this information at www2.illinois.gov.)  Although neither Cook nor Lake Counties are on the warning list, the news 
reminds us that with the coming of cold weather, we are likely to be inside more, where the virus can spread more 
easily.  The Governor is said to be considering imposing more stringent restrictions in light of these conditions,  
although nothing has changed as of this writing. Thus, the issue facing Hope is how to address the upcoming “indoor” 
season.  As you know, we have taken significant steps to protect members from the virus, including requiring masks, 
social distancing, regular disinfection of surfaces, and the use of barriers for the Praise Team and Song Leader.  While 
we definitely want to see as many people in church as possible, we encourage everyone to use your discretion in  
determining whether church attendance is appropriate for you.  Praying would be helpful, as well.  If you choose not 
to attend, we will be continuing our Live Stream broadcasts and drive-up Communion, so you can participate in our 
worship to the greatest extent possible. 
 

As we approach the season of Advent, we Prepare ourselves for the approaching glory of our Savior’s birth, and we 
trust in Christ, for whom all things are possible, to keep us safe. 
 

Peace,   Chuck Johnson †♫ 
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Dear friends, 
 

Bravery and perseverance reveal themselves in places least expected. In my present situation 
I’m thinking of the bravery and perseverance of the Praise Team’s long-time keyboardist Sharon 
Anderson. Back in August she fell while walking outside and broke, nay fractured, nay shattered 
her left arm just above the wrist. Following reconstructive surgery with an abundance of metal 
pins and rods she is beyond the healing stage and well into the therapy stage of recovery. But a 
pianist does not just sit down at her instrument and waltz into her performance career without 
a lot of work, pain, and, lest we forget, bravery and perseverance.  

 

Sharon is back with the Praise Team doing her best with her good right hand and whatever she can pull off with the 
(so far) limited useability of her left hand. She’ll gradually and slowly recover greater usage of the hand as her therapy 
continues and we are confident she will eventually be back to full strength. For now, she is doing whatever she can to 
serve the congregation as best she can. For which the other members of the Praise Team are most grateful. We’ll add 
your gratitude as well. 
 

On another front, I was recently driving around just to get out of the house. Yes, admit it, you’ve done the same too! 
This particular outing took me deep into the City and just for the heck of it I drove into Hyde Park and went past my 
Alma Mater, Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago. In a flood of nostalgia I remembered my first visit to LSTC in  
early December of 1971. I was one of the first Concordia Seminary St. Louis (Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod) exiles 
seeking refuge with any place other than the brewing theological battleground of the church over Conservative/
Progressive theology. (Think: is the biblical story of Jonah and the whale history or mythic narrative? Such was one of 
the fault-lines that would eventually fracture LC-MS.) I had already applied to Yale’s Andover-Newton Seminary in 
Boston, but couldn’t begin until the Fall of 1972. LSTC was my fall-back, and I drove down for an interview with Dr. Art 
Arnold, Dean of Admissions.  
 

I was welcomed with open arms. My colleagues at Concordia who would be part of the Seminary-in-Exile experience 
two years later would be unable to be incorporated into LSTC’s program because of their overwhelming numbers. But 
I was the first, I was the “early bird gets the worm” seminarian and Art Arnold opened the door for me. 
 

As I circled around LSTC last week I remembered Art Arnold and his courtesy, his faithfulness. It dawned on me that 
he was one of the first people in my life to open a door for me. That’s a thought which prompts me to ask each of us 
to consider “Who has ‘opened doors’ for you in your life?” Who took a risk for the sake of your advancement? Who 
saw something in you worthy of their attention and trust? Who gave you a leg-up, a break, a sponsor-ship, a chance? 
Most importantly, do you see God’s hand somehow involved in that person’s decision on your behalf? 
 

Throughout my career there have been several church leaders who opened a door for me. They probably didn’t have 
to, but they did. My blessing to all of them. And with me please offer to the Almighty a prayer of thanksgiving for the 
door-opening persons in your life, your career, your future. God is in the business of opening doors I believe. In an 
age when it seems that so many Christian leaders believe that God is into closing doors on people, that is a sobering 
insight. Talk about that with others, will you please? 
 

When I remember Dr. Arnold, I believe that he was responding to God’s nudge to open the LSTC doors to a refugee 
from the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. Blessedly, my semester’s work at Concordia was to be accepted and I be-
gan my career at LSTC and the Lutheran Church in America (now our Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) when 
the second semester began in January. Win-win.   
 

Final thought: for whom have you opened a door? If you cannot think of anyone, get busy. God will have it no other 
way. And if perhaps the music of Hope’s Praise Team becomes part of your thinking about this or somehow inspires 
you to open doors, well, there’s another Win. 
 

Peace, 
Robert Braband, Contemporary Worship Music Leader  
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Our food pantries and many of your neighbors desperately need your help!   
 
 
 

Due to the continued issues with the Corona virus, many more of our 
neighbors are in need of food and every day supplies.  Please help us  
support our local food pantries either through monetary donations or  
purchasing of needed supplies. If you are in need, see the list below of our 
food pantries and the township food pantries. 

 
 
If you are able, please purchase and donate any of the following items: 
 
Canned Soup              Canned Chili  Crackers      Shampoo 
Canned Fruit               Cereals                       Ramen Noodles Toilet Paper 
Canned Vegetables     Peanut Butter             Pasta Sauce  Paper Towels 
Grape Jelly                  Oatmeal                     Soap   Flour 
Boxed Pasta                Mac & Cheese           Spaghetti O’s  Snacks 
Canned Tuna              Canned Chicken         Bagged Rice      Tooth Paste                              
Baby Diapers  Vegetable Oil    Laundry detergent  
 
Locations of our food pantries, pick up and drop off hours: (Please note that many food pantries 
have geographical restrictions for food distribution:) 
 
1. St. Mary Parish: 10 N. Buffalo Grove Road, Buffalo Grove. Food is distributed on the third Saturday 

of the month. (ID and current utility bill required) Food Donations will be collected on the first weekend 
of the month: Saturdays from 3:30 to 5:00 p.m. and Sunday from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m. If you cannot do-
nate at these times, please contact the parish office at 847-541-1450 ext. 131 to make arrangements. 

2. Kingswood Methodist Church: 401 W. Dundee Road, Buffalo Grove, IL. Food is distributed on Thurs-
days from 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon. (ID and proof of residency in Wheeling Township required.) Food 
donations are collected 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Please leave food donations inside the church on the 
east side entrance on the tables provided. 

3. St. Alphonsus 411 N. Wheeling Road, Prospect Heights. Food is distributed on the 1st and 3rd Satur-
days of the month from 10:00 a.m. to Noon. (ID, proof of residency in Prospect Heights, Wheeling or Mt. 
Prospect and current utility bill required) Food donations are collected between 9:00 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday near the school entrance facing Wheeling Road. 

4. Beth Am: 1377 Abbot Court, Buffalo Grove Food is distributed on the last Sunday of the month or 
call: 847-383-5017. (ID required.) 

Township pantries: 
1. Vernon Township: 3050 N. Main Street, Buffalo Grove:  Drive through pantry hours 1st and 3rd 

Wednesday 9:00-12:00, families at 8:00 (847) 634-4600, ID required. Donations of non-perishable 
foods are accepted 9am to 1pm.  

2. Wheeling Township: 1616 N Arlington Heights Rd, Arlington Heights, IL 60004. (847) 259-7730 
Pre-packed bags are available on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays between 9 a.m. and noon, 
and again between 1 p.m. – 4 p.m. Residents will need to provide a picture ID and proof of residency. 
Donations of food are accepted Monday – Friday from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
 

Thank you so much for your help! Stay healthy and safe! 
 
For more information on any of our programs, please contact us by e-mail or telephone: 
nwsinterfaith@gmail.com, 224-699-0386 or visit our website at:  
http://www.northwestsuburbaninterfaith.org  
Donations may be made directly to: Northwest Suburban Interfaith Council 
                                                          PO Box 5301 
                                                          Buffalo Grove, IL 60089 
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1660 Checker Rd. 

Long Grove, IL 60047 

www.hopelutheran-elca.org 

Declare God’s love. 

Do God’s will. 

Dance with the Spirit. 

 

To contact the church office:  hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070. 
 

Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement  
church-wide via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.  
 

To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:  
pmater@aol.com 

Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org  
Join Hope on Facebook by using the link on the website or by searching  
for ‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’ and then clicking on the ‘Like” 
button. The website and Facebook page have updates on events at Hope, 
pictures and other miscellaneous information. 

 
Worship Schedule: 

 
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship, with hymns and sung liturgy 

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship, with music from the Praise Team 
 

These services will include the reading of the Word, prayers, and a 
message from Pastor Andrews.  

 
Join us in person or remotely, to worship together. 

HOPE will continue to live-stream our worship services 
each Sunday morning on Facebook live. 

The video messages will also remain on the page for later viewing. 


