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A Modern Day Re-Formation 
 
I’m confident that we all are familiar with 
the old saying, “the pen is mightier than 
the sword”, which is one way of saying 
that the  written word can spread swiftly 
and more powerfully than the weapons  
of war. This was certainly true during the 
days of the Reformation period in the 
Church. At that time, the arrival of the 
printing press gave a great boost in  
aiding the spread of the theology of the 
Reformers in 16th century Germany, 
starting with Martin Luther's posting of 
the 95 theses on the door of the castle 
church in Wittenberg. 
 
Without a doubt, God saw that it was 
time for a reformation, and as Martin  
Luther stated, it was God’s Word that  
did the work. Undeniably, God's grace 
determined the successes of the  
Reformers at that place and time, and  
it holds great power for us even today, a 
time when we most need its assurance. 
 
Yet, the successes of Luther and his  
accomplices could not have been nearly 
as dramatic if not for Johannes  
Gutenberg's timely invention of the  
printing press. The addition of the  
printing press was like adding fuel to  
a fire. God used this method through 
these reformers to accomplish this holy 
work in Germany, and to spread it to 
all the world. 
 
As we draw near to Reformation  
Sunday once again, we appreciate the 
importance of the printed Word, and in 
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many more ways than what has 
been passed along through the  
centuries on paper. In addition  

to the hard-copies we have of God’s message, we 
now have the internet, with on-line Bible sites,  
podcasts, and live-streaming of Bible-study and  
worship services. In ways similar to the Reformation 
innovations, we have benefited in ways we couldn't 
have conceived of even a decade ago. In fact,  
we believe that we might be on the edge of even 
greater opportunities for bringing God’s word to  
our neighbors.  
 
As more and more people hesitantly return to  
worship, many who have returned anxiously await 
your arrival! We all want to put this period in time  
behind us and to get back to normal. Yet, as far  
as we have come in the many methods we have 
used in holding our church together throughout  
the storm we call “Covid”, those who have taken  
an active part in aiding to hold things together are 
anxious to carry on exactly as they used to. We  
hope and pray this pandemic will soon go away  
for good, but we do not know--nobody really knows--
the future. In the meantime, we inch our way back 
and await the day that all of us are beyond our  
trepidation and fears and are trustfully reunited in  
the comfort of our church family. 
 
If there is one thing we do know that prevails  
through all of this, it is the Word of God! The truth 
that is certainly mightier than the sword! As the  
writer to the Hebrews has said: "sharper than  
any two-edged sword." God will, in God’s own time 
accomplish the defense of God’s church, and the  
renewed congregation of God’s holy assembly,  
and the preaching of the Gospel when and where  
it pleases God. 
 
The Word of God was meant to be preached,  
to be heard, to be confessed, and to be sung  
in community. And these are the things that  
happen in church where the Word does its own  

work. The Word will prevail against all its foes, and 
yes, even against COVID-19 and its many variants.   
 
We give thanks, then, for the promise of our faith—
that the Lord God will bless and keep us, the risen 
Christ is with us, and the Holy Spirit connects us with 
believers near and far, old members and new. We 
take comfort and inspiration from the example of the 
earliest believers, who “spent much time together in 
the temple” and “broke bread at home … with glad 
and generous hearts” (Acts 2:46).        
                          
As this congregation continues to resume and  
increase public activities, to reform so to speak, 
please know that we will continue to be careful  
and discerning, with an abundance of caution and 
concern for those returning who are most vulnerable, 
with full trust in the grace of Jesus Christ, the love of 
God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit.  
 
Going forward, we will have countless opportunities 
to exercise the spiritual gifts of patience, kindness, 
gentleness, and self-control. But there will also be 
blessings. There will be wonderful surprises, great 
celebrations, and moments of deep satisfaction.  
We will get to see glimpses of the new thing God  
is doing, even now. We will have opportunities to  
savor the spiritual gifts of love, joy, peace, patience, 
gentleness, generosity, and faithfulness. 
 
Let us be faithful, then, to God and to one another, 
as we willingly receive these gifts and welcome back 
those returning as they are comfortable in doing so 
and at the same time, making new visitors feel right 
at home. As the faithful and loving people of Hope 
that I have known you to be, let us be patient—
guided by the Word, responsive to the Spirit, and 
open to the grace of God. Let us be patient in  
remembering that nothing can separate us from 
God’s love in Christ Jesus, nor the love of our  
faithful members.  
 
In God’s timing, see you soon! 
Pastor Jim 
 
 

(Continued from page 1) 
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A note to our Hope members: 
 

I'm so appreciative of all you have done to help me and Norris over the last 7 
months while I as in the hospital and rehab.   Your cards, notes, meals and gifts 
meant so much.  My thanks are long overdue, but please know that my gratitude 
is as strong as ever. 

 

Nancy Harstad 

 October Membership Anniversaries 

NAME: YEARS AS A MEMBER OF HOPE: 

  

 
The MOM committee has been actively working on creating HOPE Lutheran Church’s 
new website. We are working on making it friendlier to visitors and more helpful to our 
members. The existing website is being updated until the new one is finished. 
The new website will be interactive and more user friendly. The “site map” will include: 
 

• Information about HOPE 

• Worship information 

• How to get involved in church activities  

• Events 

• Giving - contributions and / or time  

• Stories-experiences and stories about us  

• Contact information. 
 
The committee is working hard to create a website that will be easy to use and give the current information needed. 

Amy Pabst 22 

Scott & Kim Page 10 

Gene & Vivian Sekel 37 

Shirley Singer 37 

Janet Sirabian 42 

Gina Vera & Family 22 

World Communion Sunday, celebrated this year on October 2,  
reminds us there’s no such thing as solitary Christianity. “As Christians 
we’re called to belong, not just to believe,” writes Rick Warren. “We 
are not meant to live lone-ranger lives; instead, we are to belong to 
Christ’s family and be members of his body.” 
 
After all, Christian fellowship can’t occur without fellow Christians.  
We can’t learn the intricacies of the Bible and theology without 
preachers and teachers. We don’t baptize ourselves. We don’t take 
Holy Communion alone; in fact, the sacrament’s very name refers to 
interaction with God and others. 
 
The New Testament clearly states that one cannot be Christian all 
alone. We are members of Christ’s body (Ephesians 5:30). We belong 
to the family of believers (Galatians 6:10). We are “a royal priesthood, 
a holy nation, God’s own people” (1 Peter 2:9, NRSV). So don’t be a 
lone ranger or a stranger — to worship or to Holy Communion! 



 
When:    Thursday, October 13, 9:30 a.m.  
   
Where:    Large fellowship hall at church  
   
Book:      The Flight Girls by Noelle Salazar 
 

1941. Audrey Coltrane has always wanted to fly. It’s why she implored her father to teach her at the little 
airfield back home in Texas. It’s why she signed up to train military pilots in Hawaii when the war in Europe 
began. And it’s why she insists she is not interested in any dream-derailing romantic involvements, even 
with the disarming Lieutenant James Hart, who fast becomes a friend as treasured as the women she flies 
with. Then one fateful day, she gets caught in the air over Pearl Harbor just as the bombs begin to fall, and 
suddenly, nowhere feels safe. 
 
To make everything she’s lost count for something, Audrey joins the Women Airforce Service Pilots pro-
gram. The bonds she forms with her fellow pilots reignite a spark of hope in the face war, and—when 
James goes missing in action—give Audrey the strength to cross the front lines and fight not only for her 
country, but for the love she holds so dear. 
 
A powerful tale of courage and sacrifice by the Women Airforce Service Pilots during WWII. 
 
 
 

Everyone is welcome to join us.  
 

Most Christians have experienced the "laundry list" phase of spiritual life,  

in which praying means giving God an agenda of needs to handle.  

But how do you move away from this type of thinking to having real  

conversation with God? How do you hear what God is saying back to you? 

How can you make your experience of God's presence part of your  

everyday life?  
 

In this 6-session LifeGuide® Bible Study, author Jan Johnson covers the disciplines of prayer 

and of how you can practice being in God's presence. Going deeper in these areas will help 

you to draw closer to God in everything you do. Please join us as the Grounds for Hope Café 

returns Sunday, October 2 at 9:45 a.m. between worship services. Study guides will be pro-

vided. We can all use a better prayer life! 

 

This study will start on Sunday, October 2.  Materials are available from Pastor Jim in the 

church office. 
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Thursday evening  
Men's Study:    

 

6:30 p.m. on Zoom 
 
If you are interested in joining, contact Tom Clark: 

tomclark1519@gmail.com 

Pub Chats 

Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m., a couple of times a month  
  

 At Vin 90 Kitchen & Bar 
401 Half Day Rd., Buffalo Grove—at the Arboretum Golfcourse 

  
New study starting October 5: Parables: Imagine Life God’s Way 

  

The parables of Jesus communicate vital truths about God, his kingdom, and the broad  
scope of life. Learn vital secrets of spiritual growth. Discover the importance of overcoming  
resentment. Experience the heart healing that comes with forgiveness. Find out the practical 
implications of no regret living. As you study the parables, you'll realize Jesus is talking about 
your life, the struggles you face, and the tremendous promise that lies before you.  
  

October 5 Session 1 Overcoming Growth Barriers Matthew 13:3-23 
October 19 Session 2 Overcoming Resentment  Matthew 20:1-16 
  

Starting in November, this group has chosen to interrupt this 6-session study to explore a 
timely topic: The People of the Nativity.  More info to come on this study. 
In January, the Parables topic will resume. 
  

Study books are available in the church office, an $8 donation to cover the cost would be appreciated. 
 If you would like to join the group, please email Ann in the church office:  

hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net 

GIFT CARD PROGRAM 
 
Don’t forget - you’ll need to start your shopping for Thanksgiving – yours and Hope’s 
Thanksgiving baskets – and it’s not too early to do some Christmas shopping!  And  
then there are always Target, Jewel, Mariano’s, Walgreen’s, Shell, Fannie May, Lettuce 
Entertain You – the list goes on and on.   
 

The proceeds from the August and September Gift Cards will be going to PADS at Kingswood Methodist 
Church.  We are all familiar with the wonderful ministry that PADS provides to the homeless population in 
our area.   I urge you to try using gift cards – it’s a great way to help others with no additional cost to you.   
Please do not hesitate to ask me or Gina if you have any questions at all about the program. 
 
There are hard copies of the Vendor List on the info table at church.  You may call or email either of us or 
Ann and OCTOBER orders are due on Sunday, OCTOBER 2, 2022.  If you are not comfortable attending 
church in person yet, give us a call.  AND if you are unable to get to church to pick the cards up, we will be 
happy to deliver them to you.   
 
Questions?  Give us a call – we will be happy to answer them. 
 
Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 – janet.sirabian@gmail.com  
Gina Vera – 847 -439-0561 – gvera0908@gmail.com  

Hannah Circle will meet 
Tuesday, October 25  
at 7:00 pm at church. 

 
Contact Debbie Duffy:  
Duffyde626@aol.com 
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Coming Soon - Operation Christmas 
Child Shoeboxes 
Shoeboxes will be collected through Nov 
18.  Boxes, labels and brochures with 
more information will be available in the 
narthex shortly.  

Thanksgiving Baskets 
 

It is hard to believe it is that time of year again!   Hope Lutheran Church 
is sponsoring the Thanksgiving Food Drive to assist needy families in 
the local area.  This year we are asking that you consider sponsoring   
an entire family, and purchase all of the items on the menu or provide 
monetary donations (in the form of gift cards or money - Checks can be 
made out to Hope Lutheran Church).  We would prefer that you do not 
donate incomplete baskets, as this requires our volunteers to visit the 
grocery store multiple times to complete baskets.   
 

Please be on the look out for an email or letter containing information on 
the traditional and Hispanic menus.  Printed menus will also be available 
in the church narthex.   
 

Completed Thanksgiving baskets are due to the church by no later than 
noon on Friday, November 11, 2022.  If you have any questions, don’t 
hesitate to contact Pam Kennedy at garyandpamk@aol.com or 847-362-7225. 

 

The Storybook Project 
 
The Community Relations Committee of Hope has chosen to partner with Lutheran Social Services of  
Illinois (LSSI) who has a program that allows incarcerated parents to record themselves reading a book  
to their children.  With the help of dedicated, well-trained volunteers and donated children's books,  
incarcerated moms and dads select a book at the appropriate reading level of their child.  When a book  
is chosen a volunteer sits with the parent to record the story that is then burned onto a CD.  LSSI mails the 
recording and book to the children at no cost to the family. This program helps parents maintain or begin to 
build loving relationships with their children.   
 
Please consider purchasing NEW (not used) books for this meaningful ministry.  Any new book is happily  
accepted but a list of the books that are often requested by incarcerated parents is available on our website:  
http://www.hopelutheran-elca.org/page/180021360/180123143/Storybook-Project 
 
A printed copy of the list is also available in the church narthex.  
 
There is a collection bin in the narthex.  Let's fill the bin and help parents maintain and build loving relation-
ships with their children.  According to research, parenting through reading aloud results in sustained impact 
on behavior problems in the future. 



 

Thank you to everyone who purchased school 
supplies for the Mothers and Children's Ministry 
at the Pacific Garden Mission in Chicago.  We 
collected two full (huge) tubs and MORE of some 
really awesome supplies that will help these    
students kick off a fun, new school year.  Your 
generosity and kindness will make the school 

year even better for these recipients!  Also, a special thank you to Jan 
Sirabian for loading up her car and dropping off the supplies to the     
Pacific Garden Mission. 
- Jennie Pankiewicz, Community Relations Director 
 
A note from Jan: 
I took a carload of school supplies to Pacific Garden Mission on      
Tuesday, and I want to thank each of you for your donations.  Can you 
imagine the smiles that new crayons or a new backpack or a new set of 
markers will bring to a five or six year old living in a homeless shelter?  
And a huge thank you to Jennie Pankiewicz for launching the drive … 
and loading my car!  We made some kids very happy and I THANK YOU 
all for that! 
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Hope Lutheran Church has entered into a Cost Share Agreement with        

Ms. Mengmeng Lin of Bilingual Rock Immersion School for the use of the  

church's lower level classrooms, on weekdays and possibly Saturdays. The 

school currently offers day care for children ages 2 to 5 years of age, with the 

possible future expansion to cover ages 6 months to 6 years of age. 

The Bilingual Rock Immersion School replaces the former Montessori School 

that utilized this classroom space for several years. They chose to vacate the 

premises in March 2022. (It had not re-opened since the beginning of the 

pandemic in March 2020.)  

We are truly blessed as a congregation to have this opportunity to welcome the Bilingual Rock Immersion 

School, which is a Christian based program. Mengmeng Lin has also operated a similar Chinese Mandarin 

language after school education program at Hope for several years, and summer school, utilizing the large 

fellowship hall. 

 

Bilingual Rock Immersion School (BRIS) is an innovative language program serving the northern suburbs of 

Chicago. The immersion program at BRIS provides the opportunity for students to immerse in the adventure 

of Mandarin Chinese language learning. Students will engage in the target language through the study of 

math, science, language arts, and Chinese culture. We believe learning Mandarin Chinese will give your 

child(ren) a competitive advantage in the 21st century marketplace, a greater appreciation for other cultures, 

enhance mental development, as well as supporting native and adopted Chinese children to their Chinese 

heritage. All classes are conducted entirely in the target language and led by fluent and proficient language 

teachers to help students build their listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills in Mandarin. Teachers 

use body language, visuals, manipulatives, exaggerated facial expressions, and expressive intonation to 

develop language skills and communication.  

Bilingual Rock Immersion School is a pioneer of Chinese language immersion studies in the Greater       

Chicago area. The school name “Rock” is named after bible verses: Matthew 7:24-25 (NIV)The Wise    

Builders 24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise 

man who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and 

beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock.”  

Being of Chinese heritage, the founder Mengmeng Lin is thankful to have had the opportunity to study 

abroad here in the United States. This has enabled her to be fluent in both the Chinese and English         

language. Mengmeng sees the benefits of being bilingual in all aspects of her life, and she desire to pass   

on this vast advantage to her daughter, her son and all children. Her dream is to give children the gift of   

bilingualism in order to expand their ability to communicate and widen their perspective of the world.  

Praise my Lord, Mengmeng is very thankful that Hope Lutheran Church can open the door for her school,  

so she can have this wonderful opportunity to provide the bilingual education to the students of Long Grove 

area and the neighborhood.  

After providing the mandarin immersion after school program, summer camp, and No School Day Camp for 

school age students, Mengmeng has successfully added mandarin immersion Preschool on Aug.22 this 

year!  

The Pre-Kindergarten is composed of students age 2-5. Students in the Pre-K learn entirely in Mandarin  

Chinese through immersion instruction. During children's early childhood, their brains are uniquely able to 

acquire a second language, building a strong foundation for academic learning in two languages.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
8:00 a.m.  Men’s 
Breakfast—Billy’s 
Pancake House 

2 3 
 3:30 pm Bell 
Choir 
6:30 pm Worship 
& Music on Zoom  
6:30 pm Boy 
Scouts 

4 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Praise 
Team 

5 
 
7:00 pm Pub 
Chat at Vin 90 
 
7:30 pm White 
Stone Church 

6 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Men’s 
Bible Study on 
Zoom 

7 
 
7:30 pm AA 
 
8:00 pm White 
Stone Church 

8 

9 10 
3:30 pm Bell 
Choir 
6:30 pm Church 
Council 
6:30 pm Boy 
Scouts 

11 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Praise 
Team 

12 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm White 
Stone Church 

13 
9:30 am Book 
Nook 
 
6:30 pm Men’s 
Bible Study on 
Zoom 

14 
 
7:30 pm AA 
 
8:00 pm White 
Stone Church 

15 
8:00 a.m.  Men’s 
Breakfast—Billy’s 
Pancake House 

16 17 
 3:30 pm Bell 
Choir 
6:30 pm Boy 
Scouts 

18 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Praise 
Team 

19 
 
7:00 pm Pub 
Chat at Vin 90 
 
7:30 pm White 
Stone Church 

20 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Men’s 
Bible Study on 
Zoom 

21 
 
7:30 pm AA 
 
8:00 pm White 
Stone Church 

22 

23 24 
 3:30 pm Bell 
Choir 
7:00 pm Website 
Design session  
6:30 pm Boy 
Scouts 

25 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Praise 
Team 

26 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm White 
Stone Church 

27 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Men’s 
Bible Study on 
Zoom 

28 
 
7:30 pm AA 
 
8:00 pm White 
Stone Church 

29 

30 31 
  
3:30 pm Bell 
Choir 
 
6:30 pm Boy 
Scouts 

     

 

Sunday Worship Schedule:   
      at Church and on Facebook 
 

8:30 am  Traditional Worship 
9:45 am Education Hour 
11:00am Contemporary Worship 

 

  1:00 pm  Church of Eternal Hope 
  4:00 pm  White Stone Church 
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1660 Checker Rd. 

Long Grove, IL 60047 

www.hopelutheran-elca.org 

Declare God’s love. 

Do God’s will. 

Dance with the Spirit. 

 

To contact the church office:  hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070. 
 

Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement  
church-wide via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.  
 

To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:  
pmater@aol.com 

Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org  
Join Hope on Facebook by using the link on the website or by searching  
for ‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’ and then clicking on the ‘Like” 
button. The website and Facebook page have updates on events at Hope, 
pictures and other miscellaneous information. 

 

 
Worship Schedule: 

Join us in person or remotely, to worship together. 
HOPE will continue to live-stream our worship services on Facebook live. 

The video messages will also remain on the page for later viewing. 
 
 

Regular Worship Schedule: 
 
Sunday mornings: 
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship  
9:45 a.m. Education Hour 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

 


