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As we are nearing the end of our sermon 
series on grace, I have noticed that from 
online bullying via social media, shame is 
becoming a dominant force in our world. 
When did we become so mean? I have 
noticed that even in the pastor-
congregation relationship there is  
frequently more bullying, shaming and 
indifference than there is love and grace. 
And these attitudes can come from both 
sides. It’s easy to love people we like, 
but the real test is to love people we 
don’t like, especially when we haven’t 
taken the time to truly befriend them. And 
this, in my humble admission, can cut 
both ways. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Jesus taught that the greatest command-
ments are to love God and neighbor. 
This is not a sentimental, momentary 
love. Christian love is defined in  
1 Corinthians 13 as “without envy, boast-
fulness, pride, or anger. Love does not 
keep record of wrongs nor delight in  
evil but rejoices in the truth; it always 
protects, trusts, hopes and perseveres.” 
When we have conflict in our churches, 
how many of these aspects of love are 
illustrated? 
 
Love is the antidote to all forms of  
selfishness and pride, which tend to 
erode human relationships. When we 
love each other, prayer and truth replace 
gossip and slander. Hospitality and  
fellowship  are practiced as we listen to 
each other in an effort to understand and 
bless, rather than beat each other up 
with our arguments and clenched fists. 
Love demands that we seek each other’s 
wellbeing. 

The Hopeful 
Hope Lutheran Church                                                                                 
Long Grove, Illinois                                          Pastor Jim Andrews 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Special Worship Schedules for 
September: 

 
 

Sunday, September 4 
Labor Day Weekend  
We worship together in one  
Traditional Worship Service at 8:30 
a.m. 
 
 
Sunday September 11 
Rally Day and Church Picnic 
We worship together in one  
Contemporary Worship Service at 
11:00 a.m. 
Outdoors, under the tent,  
preceeding the picnic at noon. 
 
 
Regular Worship Schedule  
resumes September 18: 
Sunday mornings: 
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship  
9:45 a.m. Education Hour 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
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Love must be the primary dynamic 
between pastor and congregation. 
Pastors are called to shepherd 

their congregations – to care for them following the 
pattern set for us by the Great Shepherd himself. 
When frustration and anger dominate a pastor’s  
interaction with his or her people, the love of God  
is not visible. And congregations also need to love  
their pastors. When there is conflict, we need to  
ensure it does not dominate congregational life,  
nor make the pastor a scapegoat. In faith and love 
we seek to settle opposition and pay attention to all 
the good things God is doing and talk about these 
more than the troubles. 
 
Vanishing grace 
John is clear: Jesus came ‘full of grace and truth.’ 
We’ve done pretty well with the truth part. But . . . 
let’s restore some balance” (Philip Yancey, Vanishing 
Grace). Grace is an important dynamic of love, often 
neglected in times of conflict. Grace relates to our 
capacity to forgive each other’s faults – to clothe  
ourselves, as Paul says, with “compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness and patience” (Col. 3:12-14). 
Why is it that when we have conflict in the church,  
we discard grace like clothing that we’ve outgrown?  
I suppose I will be accused of preaching too much  
on grace recently. When I consider my own heart 
and the state of the church, I can only conclude that  
I haven’t preached grace well enough! 
 
Without grace we endlessly beat each other up;  
we continually bring up faults; we refuse to forget. 
Gracious people are humble. When grace surrounds 
a congregation, the people don’t expect perfection 
from their pastors. Rather, they easily put up with  
areas where the pastor is not skilled and find others 
to work in those areas. Gracious congregations  
are marked by people who are constantly pulling  
together, refusing to be pulled apart. Gracious  
pastors do not refuse to believe that people can 
change or project the sins of one congregation onto 
another.   

                                                                                                 
Another neglected aspect of love is service. Jesus 
highlights it as the chief trait of Christian leadership, 
which both congregations and pastors tend to forget 
when the other does not live up to expectations.  
It is a natural human reaction to distance oneself 
from someone who disappoints us. We begin to  
act superior and put the relationship on hold until the 
other apologizes and behaves. Congregations stop 
listening to their preachers and pastors stop caring 
for the sheep. 
 
Yet Jesus tells us, instead, to serve one another.  
Imagine what would happen if, when in conflict, we 
deliberately increased the ways that we serve one 
another, especially serving the ones we disagree 
with. This will create open and safe places, in which 
it is possible to enter into difficult conversations. In 
such places we will not be looking for a scapegoat 
but a way forward together. 
 
Pursuing love means that we submit ourselves to  
the searchlight of the Holy Spirit and allow the Word 
of God to test our motives and words. But it also 
means that we listen to each other and allow others 
to speak difficult truths to us. Each of us needs to 
allow others to speak into our lives, to test the value 
of our motives and behaviors and to confess our 
sins.  
 
May God grant us such openness! There are many 
reasons for conflicts within churches, especially in 
the pastor-congregation relationship. The road to a 
better future will be difficult and complicated. Yet I 
don’t think we will make much progress if we cannot 
acknowledge that close to the heart of the matter are 
spiritual issues, most importantly our inability to live  
1 Corinthians 13. As Paul says, this is the most  
excellent way. Like Paul, I am confident that Jesus 
has poured out His Spirit to lead us into this life of 
love. May we live in unity with Christ and with one 
another always, and may we continue to seek God’s 
grace in all things!   
Grace and Peace to each and every one of you!  
Pastor Jim 

(Continued from page 1) 
 

 September Membership Anniversaries 

NAME: YEARS AS A MEMBER OF HOPE: 
  

Debbie Duffy 39 

Don Eggert  39 
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Sunday, September 11th

Following outdoor worship at 11:00 am. 

Join the fun under the tent!

Food served: 12:15 – 1:00 pm

~Tickets on sale starting Sunday August 21st ~ 

Picnic′s

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are still in need of Ushers, Lectors, Sound Board, Live Stream, Projection volunteers. We are also in 
need of communion element cleanup after the contemporary service. These ministries need you in order to 
have our worship complete and meaningful.. Theses positions help our service to be welcoming and inviting 
to all. Please consider serving. Contact Juanita Wundsam at truluci3@gmail.com. 
 

September 4th one service at 8:30 (traditional) 
September 11th one outdoor service at 11:00 (contemporary) followed by our Church Picnic! 
September 18th 8:30 ( traditional ) and 11:00 (contemporary) resume.  
 

Juanita Wundsam  

Let's help get students back to school with brand new school supplies!

We are collecting NEW school supplies for the Mothers and Children's 

Ministry through the Pacific Garden Mission.  These children, living in a 

shelter, deserve new pencils and markers just like all the other kids 

heading to school this year.  Let's jump on board all of the Back-to-

School sales going on right now.  We haven't held this drive since 2019 

so let's show these kids how much Hope Lutheran Church cares.   

Any item for school is needed; backpacks to book covers, pencils to  

protractors.    

We will be collecting through September 11th, the day of Hope's BBQ.  All items may be dropped off at 

church in the boxes marked for supplies in the Narthex.   



Thursday evening  
Men's Study:    

 

Meetings will resume in September. 
 
If you are interested in joining, contact Tom Clark: 

tomclark1519@gmail.com 

Pub Chats 

Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m., a couple of times a month  
  

At Vin 90 Kitchen & Bar 
401 Half Day Rd., Buffalo Grove—at the Arboretum Golfcourse 

 

Continuing the study: Priorities: Tyranny of the Urgent 
 
 

Have you ever wished for a 30 hour day? Every week we leave a trail of unfinished tasks. Unanswered 
letters, unvisited friends and unread books haunt our waking moments. These studies are designed  
to help you put your life back in order by discovering what is really important. Find out what God's  
priorities are for you.  
 

 July 13   Urgent Demands   Exodus 18:13-24 
 July 27   Seeking God’s Priorities  Mark 1:21-39 
 August 10  Another Painful Decision   John 11:17-44 
 August 24   Community Guidance   Acts 5:33-6:7 
 September 7   Life Under New Management 2 Corinthians 5:11-21 
 September 21  The Secret of Success  John 8:26-38 
  

Study books are available in the church office, a $9 donation to cover the cost would be appreciated. 
 If you would like to join the group, please email Ann in the church office:  

hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net 

When:    Thursday, September 8, 9:30 a.m.  
   
Where:    Large fellowship hall at church  
   
Book:      The Arctic Fury by Greer Macallister 
 

A dozen women join a secret 1850s Arctic expedition—and a sensational murder trial unfolds when some of 
them don't come back. 
 

Eccentric Lady Jane Franklin makes an outlandish offer to adventurer Virginia Reeve: take a dozen women, 
trek into the Arctic, and find her husband's lost expedition. Four parties have failed to find him, and Lady 
Franklin wants a radical new approach: put the women in charge. 

 

A year later, Virginia stands trial for murder. Survivors of the expedition willing to publicly support her sit in 
the front row. There are only five. What happened out there on the ice? 

 

Set against the unforgiving backdrop of one of the world's most inhospitable locations, USA Today  
bestselling author Greer Macallister uses the true story of Lady Jane Franklin's tireless attempts to find her 
husband's lost expedition as a jumping-off point to spin a tale of bravery, intrigue, perseverance and hope. 
 

Everyone is welcome to join us.  

Hannah Circle will meet 
Tuesday, September 20  
at 7:00 pm at church. 

 
Contact Debbie Duffy:  
Duffyde626@aol.com 

 
Pastor Jim will resume  

Sunday morning Bible Study on September 18. 
Watch announcements for the new topic. 
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GIFT CARD PROGRAM 
 

Okay, I’m done with suggesting gift cards for road trips, but I’ll continue my commercial 
for the purchase of school supplies for the kids back in school.  Got someone away at 
college?  Walmart, Target, Bed Bath & Beyond are great for outfitting dorm rooms.  And 
sometimes it’s just nice to put a Subway or Starbucks gift card in the mail to brighten 
their day and let them know you’re thinking of them and you miss them!  And, of course, 

our everyday needs - possibilities galore!! 
 

The proceeds from the August and September Gift Cards will be going to PADS at Kingswood Methodist 
Church.  I know I don’t have to tell you what a wonderful ministry that PADS provides to the homeless  
population in our area.   I urge you to try using gift cards – it’s a great way to help others with no  
additional cost to you.   Please do not hesitate to ask me or Gina if you have any questions at all about 
the program. 
 

There are hard copies of the Vendor List on the info table at church.  You may call or email either of us  
or Ann and SEPTEMBER orders are due on Sunday, SEPTEMBER 4, 2022.  If you are not comfortable 
attending church in person yet, give us a call.  AND if you are unable to get to church to pick the cards up, 
we will be happy to deliver them to you.   
 

Questions?  Give us a call – we will be happy to answer them. 
 

Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 – janet.sirabian@gmail.com  
Gina Vera – 847 -439-0561 – gvera0908@gmail.com  
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September Survey:  Complete by Sept 6  
 

Who:  Each individual Hope member (That means you!) 
What:  Stay informed about Hope events from Sept - Dec 2022 and find 

ways to be involved. 
Where:  Check email from Wed, Aug 24 or this link in the online newsletter 

or Sunday bulletins 
When:  Open Aug 24-Sept 6 
How:  Click here or contact Gina Vera if you don't have computer access. 847-962-4815 
Why:  Church Council would like input about your communication preferences as we consider 

how to better share information with members as well as the community. 
How long:  5 minutes (or your pizza is free!) 

We are now getting visitors in our Butterfly Garden. 
 

Thanks to Jeff Whitehead for this picture that he 
took while working in the garden.  And thanks to all 
of our gardeners who are working so hard to make 
the Butterfly Garden a success, and to beautify all 
of our property. 

mailto:janet.sirabian@gmail.com
mailto:gvera0908@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc-COSQhkYml1pyzTYvfqLTHiq7lSoyMnygriYagRYnzdlxNA/viewform


Feed My Starving Children is taking it on the road and 

we're jumping on the bandwagon!  A mobile event titled 

Harvest of Hope has been planned for Saturday, October 

1st. Ten spots have been reserved for Hope Lutheran 

Church to step up and volunteer.   

The event will be at the NOW Arena located at 5333 Prairie 

Stone Parkway in Hoffman Estates from 9:30-11:00 a.m. 

Email Jennie Pankiewicz (jennie.pankiewicz@gmail.com) to have your name added to the    

volunteer list for this worthwhile event. 

Volunteer Opportunities with HandsOn Suburban Chicago 
 

My name is Montana, and I am the School Programs Coordinator at HandsOn Suburban Chicago. Our  
organization runs two programs during the school year, and we are beginning outreach to recruit volunteer 
mentors and tutors to support these programs. The volunteer experience is a wonderful way for community 
members to give back and empower local students, and I am hoping that you could help share this oppor-
tunity with members of your community that may be interested in volunteering with us. 
 

Our organization runs two programs during the school year – CHiL and Lunch Buddies. CHiL is an after-
school program in Wheeling Township serving students at Cooper, Holmes, and London middle schools, 
and Whitman Elementary School, where volunteer mentors facilitate social and emotional learning activities 
and guide students in completing schoolwork to help prepare them for high school. CHiL begins in Septem-
ber and runs Mondays through Thursdays from 3:00 to 4:45 PM. Lunch Buddies helps elementary students 
in Palatine and Elk Grove Village improve reading and math skills. Tutors promote favorable attitudes  
toward books and lead games that strengthen students’ numeracy skills while working with small groups of 
students during their lunch hour. Lunch Buddies begins in October and runs Mondays through Thursdays 
for one hour between 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM. Volunteers for these programs are asked to commit to at least 
one day each week. 

 

Montana Lechner, LSW  - Coordinator, School Programs  - HandsOn Suburban Chicago 
montana@handsonsuburbanchicago.org | (847) 228-1320 Ext. 107 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 
 
 
 
7:30 pm AA 
 
8:00 pm White 
Stone Church 

3 
8:00 a.m.  Men’s 
Breakfast—Billy’s 
Pancake House 

4  

8:30 am One 
Worship Service 
  

5 6 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Praise 
Team 

7 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Pub 
Chat at Vin 90 
 
7:30 pm White 
Stone Church 

8  
 
9:30 am Book 
Nook 
  

9 
 
 
 
7:30 pm AA 
 
8:00 pm White 
Stone Church 

10 

11 
11:00 am  
Outdoor Worship 
 
Noon: 
  

12  
3:30 pm Bell 
Choir 
 
6:30 pm Church 
Council 
 
6:30 pm Boy 
Scouts 

13 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Praise 
Team 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm White 
Stone Church 

15 16 
 
 
 
7:30 pm AA 
 
8:00 pm White 
Stone Church 

17 
8:00 a.m.  Men’s 
Breakfast—Billy’s 
Pancake House 

18 19  
 3:30 pm Bell 
Choir 
 
6:30 pm Website 
Design session  
 
6:30 pm Boy 
Scouts 

20 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Praise 
Team 

21 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Pub 
Chat at Vin 90 
 
7:30 pm White 
Stone Church 

22 23 
 
 
 
7:30 pm AA 
 
8:00 pm White 
Stone Church 

24 

25 26  
  
3:30 pm Bell 
Choir 
 
6:30 pm Boy 
Scouts 
 

27 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Praise 
Team 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm White 
Stone Church 

29 30 
 
 
 
7:30 pm AA 
 
8:00 pm White 
Stone Church 

 

 

Sunday Worship Schedule:   
      (except as noted below) 
      at Church and on Facebook 
 

8:30 am  Traditional Worship 
9:45 am Education Hour 
11:00am Contemporary Worship 

 
  1:00 pm  Church of Eternal Hope 
  4:00 pm  White Stone Church 
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1660 Checker Rd. 

Long Grove, IL 60047 

Declare God’s love. 

Do God’s will. 

Dance with the Spirit. 

 

To contact the church office:  hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070. 
 

Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement  
church-wide via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.  
 

To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:  
pmater@aol.com 

Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org  
Join Hope on Facebook by using the link on the website or by searching  
for ‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’ and then clicking on the ‘Like” 
button. The website and Facebook page have updates on events at Hope, 
pictures and other miscellaneous information. 

Special Worship Schedules for September: 
 

Sunday, September 4—Labor Day Weekend  
We worship together in one 
Traditional Worship Service at 8:30 a.m. 
 

Sunday September 11—Church Picnic 
We worship together in one  
Contemporary Worship Service at 11:00 a.m. 
Outdoors, under the tent, preceeding the picnic at noon. 
 

Regular Worship Schedule resumes September 18: 
Sunday mornings: 
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship  
9:45 a.m. Education Hour 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

 


