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Hope Lutheran Church
Long Grove, Illinois

Pastor Jim Andrews

I have not always appreciated the value of the church
calendar. When I was young, I thought observing the
various seasons and days of the church year seemed rigid.
It seemed to me that churches that observed these things
lacked life and vitality. They were more concerned with
following a calendar than with God’s Spirit that could
never be limited by our human inventions. As I learned
more about the history of the church, however, I began to
see these observances in a different light.
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What first struck me one day was that the Old Testament festivals and seasons are
not Israel’s idea; they are God’s. It was God who commanded Israel to set aside days
and weeks and rituals. That in itself made me rethink my position.
In addition, studying the church calendar helped me to see that the motivation for
establishing the days and seasons was the same motivation God gives Israel for
commemorating seasons and days—in order to remember. God knows that Israel
would easily forget what they had been and what God had done for them; it’s human
nature. The ancient leaders of the church understood this as well. The days and
seasons are a way of remembering our plight and of remembering God’s answer to
our plight in Christ.
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But the seasons are not just about remembering; they are also about preparing. It
seems to me that the people who make the most noise over the commercialization
of Christmas are often the same ones who ignore the season of Advent that is
intended to help us focus our attention on Christ as we prepare for Christmas.
Similarly, Lent is a season of preparation—reflection on and sorrow about our
sinfulness, and gratitude that Christ willingly comes to set us free from our sin.
This brings me to Holy Week.
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There is something about entering into the pain of Maundy Thursday and Good
Friday that makes the joy of Easter much more exhilarating. Our culture tends to do
everything we can to bypass anything painful, reflective or sorrowful. We don’t want
to think about all of those things; we just want to feel good about ourselves and
about life. But this lifestyle of denial isn’t helping us celebrate more; it’s diluting our
attempts at celebration.
Many years ago I attended a Good Friday service at a church that didn’t honor any of
the seasons of the church calendar. It was interesting to be in a service about the
cross while we sang happy songs of resurrection and life. I left disappointed and
empty. The worst result, however, was that Easter morning seemed so anti-climactic.
It felt as though we had already celebrated Easter on Friday. The dramatic shift from
death to life was missing.
In contrast, when we engross ourselves in Maundy Thursday and Good Friday,
focusing our attention on the death and pain that Christ endures for us, Easter
morning takes on an entirely new perspective. After we have gathered in humble
repentance, stripped the church of all signs of color and life, and read through the
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(Pastor Jim’s message continued…)
last events of Jesus’ life, watching as each candle is extinguished till we are left in darkness, the light of
Easter Sunday feels like the dead have been raised—which is what Easter is all about.
Ignoring Holy Week doesn’t eliminate the reality of Jesus’ resurrection. But commemorating Holy Week can
make the reality of Jesus’ resurrection more meaningful, more powerful and more significant for us.
If you typically engage yourself in this week, may God give you such grace that your life is never the same. If
you typically don’t engage yourself in this week, perhaps you are ready to try it. On Maundy Thursday you
might leave with cleaner feet. The Last Words drama that will be taking place on Good Friday may leave you
more reflective and appreciative. What do you really have to lose? I am convinced that you have much to
gain.
May God’s great gift of grace stir your very soul throughout Holy Week and beyond!
Pastor Jim

Message from Janice Peterson
Congregational President . . .
I am so happy to let you know that Tom Clark has stepped forward as our new Mission
Membership Outreach Director. Church Council voted him into office on March 14th, filling
the position that had been vacant since February.
Tom brings lots of enthusiasm and ideas to this ministry. For those of you who would like to join Tom on his committee, please contact him at:
Tom (TC) Clark (tomclark1519@gmail.com 847-946-3604)
Here is a brief bio from Tom, sharing with you some information about who he is.
I formerly held the Youth Director council seat at the advent of youth mission trips…and created “High School
Encounters”…a program designed by confirmand graduates designed to incent them to continue with Sunday
school after confirmed.
More recently introduced the Men’s Thursday Night Group…utilizing Man in the Mirror resources as a
discussion Guide & format. Hosted the “Men Will Play” ribeye, cigar and fire event during this year’s women’s
retreat.
Currently in real estate…earned a SRES (Senior RESource) designation held by only 5% of real estate brokers.
Essentially I have been trained to help seniors and their parents by becoming a resource for answers to “aging in
place”, clutter, housing options, in-home heath care, etc.

Here are the highlights from the March 14 Council meeting:
Tom Clark has joined the Church Council as
Director of Membership/Outreach/Mission. Welcome Tom.
Anyone interest in serving on this committee please contact
Tom, Pastor Andrews or Ann Wood.
Hope Lutheran Church has purchased a new banner stand to adorn our altar.
Worship and Music committee is discussing the possibility of having 1 worship service on
Sundays during the summer.
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Palm Sunday—April 9—Regular worship schedule includes Palm Procession and the dramatic
reading of the Passion Gospel.
Maundy Thursday—April 13—Worship at 7:30 p.m. Washing of feet and Communion
Commemorating the Last Supper
Good Friday—April 14—Worship at 7:30 p.m. Presentation of the drama “The Last Words”, a
Tenebrae drama based on the seven words from the cross.
Easter Sunday April 16—Regular Worship schedule at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m., with Easter
Breakfast between services.
Fellowship
Thank you, to everyone who helped with Norma Jean’s funeral last month. It is incredible to see the number
of people in our congregation who will come together when there is a need. A special word of appreciation
to everyone who helped with the setset-up and clean up and of course, to our wonderful cooks and to the three
dishwashers, Amy Pabst, Diana Schmid and Jan Sirabian, who washed dishes for a very long time!!
If you haven’t joined us for our Wednesday Lenten dinners, we have three more dinners ahead of us. The
food is delicious, the fellowship is always enjoyable, and of course, what a better way to end the evening,
with a worship service.
Easter breakfast will be served this year between services (9:30 – 10:45). Please stop by and join us for a
delicious breakfast, prepared by our fabulous “Hope Cooking Crew”.
Crew”
Stay tuned for more Fellowship events!!
Save the date for our annual Corn and Pig Roast on September 10, 2017

Grounds for Hope Café
Adult Education topics during the Sunday School hour
9:45—10:45
We continue the Lenten series based on the book, “Final Words from the Cross”, by Adam Hamilton.
Some of you may remember the Lenten series from last year, “24 Hours that Changed the World”, which
was also written by Rev. Hamilton. In this series we will explore the deeper meaning of the words that
Jesus spoke while suffering on the cross from the perspective of those who stood nearby, and how those
words can significantly impact our lives today. This is a 6 week series that will carry us through Palm
Sunday.
A new study begins the week after Easter. Watch the Sunday bulletins and the website for details!
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What if the end is not the end? Is it the greatest miracle ever?
Or some cruel hoax?
When: Thursday, April 20, 2017, 9:00 am
Where: Small fellowship hall at church
Book:

The First Phone Call from Heaven by Mitch Albom

Leader: Suzie Johnson
Hostess: Joyce Bremer
One morning in the small town of Coldwater, Michigan, the phones start ringing. The voices say they are calling
from heaven. As the news spreads, outsiders flock to Coldwater to be a part of it. Read this thrilling mystery and
meditation on the power of human connection. Please join us! Questions? Call Nancy Harstad 847-963-9302.

GIFT CARD PROGRAM
Are you going out for Easter Brunch? How about a Lettuce Entertain
You gift card! Are you cooking dinner for family? How about a Honey
Baked Ham gift card! Kids out of school for spring break? How about
a movie gift card! And, of course, there is always Fannie May candy
for the Easter baskets! We are doing so much to help those in need in
our community with very little effort and no cash out of our
pockets Try it! You'll like it!
You may go to www.mannagroup.net – then you click on Get Started in the middle of the
screen. Next screen - click on Forms/Order Forms at the top of the page. Next screen - click
on Alphabetically.
Alphabetically Browse through and decide what gift cards you’ll be able to use that
month. There are also hard copies of the Vendor List on the info table at church. You may call or
email either of us or Ann and tell us what you want, or you may just write the cards you want on a
note and leave it in the box on the info table – you do NOT have to use the computer,
computer so don’t let
that deter you from ordering. Be sure to include a check made out to HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH
with GIFT CARDS marked in the memo line.
Orders and checks are due by the 1st Sunday of each month and the cards will be available on
Tuesday. April orders are due on Sunday, April 2nd . If you are unable to attend church that day,
just drop your order in the box early or give us a call.
Questions? Give us a call – we will be happy to answer them.
Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 - jsirabian@leonettiassoc.com
Gina Vera – 847 -439-0561 - veragram@netzero.net

Women’s Weekend Coffee Break
Sunday, April 23 - following the late worship service at approximately noon
Countyline Tavern, 800 W. Lake Cook Rd., Buffalo Grove
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Community Relations Upcoming Events:
Stock the shelves: Wheeling Food Pantry-April 28th, 9m-11:30 OR 12:30 -3:00pm
Steak Dinner Silent Auction- Saturday May 6th
Relay For Life of Buffalo Grove-Friday/Saturday June 2nd, 2017 6pm-12am
Twin Groves Middle School

Here is the website to sign up and/or donate:
http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR/RelayForLife/RFLCY17LS?
team_id=2161155&pg=team&fr_id=81500&_ga=1.259542467.890676328.1369081091
Please consider joining our team!
iWalk for Hunger-Interfaith -Buffalo Grove-Sunday June 25th
Supper for the Shelter (PADS)-August 22nd
Blood Drive: The spring Blood Drive was held February 19th and was a blessing to Life Source
as blood demands continue through the winter months. A total 16 volunteers donated this last
time! Our fall blood drive is tentatively scheduled for 10/8 or 11/5. More information will be
coming out about the date and location.
Food Drive: Wheels are in motion for emphasis on increasing our Food Pantry needs during the season of Lent. Did you know that the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program SNAP and the Illinois
LINK card do not allow participants to purchase cleaning supplies, toiletries and paper products; please
consider these items also, when bringing items for the food pantry!
Steak Dinner and Silent Auction: Work has begun for solicitation of items to be auctioned off
for the steak dinner and silent auction items from local businesses! If you know of anyone or
your company/organization or alumni group that may have anything to offer (book of car
washes, gas card, green fees at Chevy Chase, Blackhawk tickets, Cubs tickets feel free to
donate for the auction!) Contact the church office!

Rebuilding by the River
The 4th Annual Interfaith Service Trip
July 3030-August 3, 2017
What will we be doing?
We will be travelling to the greater St. Louis area to Rebuild People’s homes destroyed in “the Great Flash
Flood” of December 2015. We need volunteers with all kinds of skills—whatever you can do is a valuable
contribution to the team. We will have more specifrics as the trip gets closer.
Who does this work benefit?
The people who are still in need of help were uninsured or underinsured, and many of their situations are
aggravated by poverty. These are the people we’ll be working on behalf of.
How can I get involved?
Register online at interfaithservice.blogspot.com
I can’t make the trip. Is there a way I can still support this work?
Donations to offset the cost of the trip are greatly appreciated.
More information is available on the bulletin board or at interfaithservice.blogspot.com
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Hope’s Youth Group
has so much going on these days!

First…we have to thank Carly Young, Isabella Maradkel, Marco Vera, Taylor Clayson, Evan Clayson, Carter Clayson,
Jayla Lueck, Ethan Lee, Veronica Lee, Spencer Guercio, Parker Guercio, Steven Tack, Jennifer Young, Mike and Diana
Clayson, Ron Vera, Gina Vera, Peter Guercio and Ivan Lee for their volunteer efforts in packing 21,384 meals along with
so many other volunteers at Feed My Starving Children. On March 3rd, our group headed to Libertyville, where Friday
nights are Youth nights and FMSC is filled with cool music and a lot of energy.
Our High School New Horizons group moved their usual Wednesday night dinner to a Thursday to join up with the Confirmands on March 16th for dinner and great conversation. After dinner, the Confirmands went on to study and the
High School group played a fun game of Logo’s. Spending time together as a large group helps to bond our Youth
Group here at Hope. Something, we as a committee, are working toward growing.
That being said, last month we talked a little about why you should keep your youth involved in Youth Group. The following is a wonderful article written by Greg Stier. Please take a few minutes to read this article and understand why
we, the Youth Leaders at Hope, continue to work so hard to bring great activities and opportunities to your kids.
Dear Parents of Teenagers,
Thanks for all you do to invest in the life of your teenager(s). You probably feel like an uber driver (ready to pick them up/drop them
off when they call), coach (helping them perfect their sport), tutor (working with them on homework), guidance counsellor
(preparing them for the future) and, sometimes, a jockey (pushing them to cross the finish line...without a whip of course!)...all
wrapped up in one!
That's why, with all the insane busyness of parenting a teen, it's easy to let youth group attendance slide off the grid. It's tempting to think, "My kid's just too busy for a night of hanging out with other teenagers, playing some goofy games and hearing another
Bible lesson."
Believe me when I say, I understand the temptation. As a parent of a teenager (who has tons of homework, plays football and is
not yet old enough to drive) my wife and I are constantly under pressure to measure every event through the lenses of what matters most. And we have decided that youth group attendance must be a priority. Although we view ourselves as the primary spiritual influence of our kids, we also believe that a strong youth ministry plays a vital role in his overall spiritual development.
1. Teenagers need models and mentors.
"O God, You have taught me from my youth, And I still declare Your wondrous deeds. And even when I am old and gray, O God,
do not forsake me, Until I declare Your strength to this generation, Your power to all who are to come. " Psalm 71:17,18
In the Jewish culture it wasn't just parents that poured into the younger folks. Older men poured into younger men and older
women poured into younger women (Titus 2:1-8.)
Of course you as a parent are called to be the primary spiritual mentor of your own teenager but he/she also needs other godly
adults! It's important for your son or daughter to see that this whole "Christianity thing" is more than just mom's and dad's belief
system. They need to have models and mentors that reinforce all of the spiritual truth they are learning from you.
2. Teenagers need community.
"And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in
the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching." Hebrews 10:24,25
In an age of bullying, gossip, slander and hatefulness (which can destroy a teenager's self-identity), young people need other
young people who can lift them up, encourage them and challenge them in all the right ways.
Youth group is also a place where teenagers can discover their spiritual gifting and begin to use it to serve others. This will help
them have a heart to selflessly serve others for the rest of their lives!
3. Teenagers need mission.
When Jesus challenged his most-likely teenaged disciples to "go and make disciples of all nations", he was tapping into the activist
wiring of these young men. In the same way, your teenager is challenged with the mission to reach their peers with the good news
of Jesus in a loving and contagious way.
Youth group is a place where your teenager can invite their unbelieving friends to hear the gospel. But it's also a place where they
can be equipped to share the good news of Jesus with their own peers (which will help them grow in their faith!) As your youth
leader continues to build a Gospel Advancing ministry the message of Jesus will advance in them and through them. This process
will accelerate the discipleship process in the life of your teen in ways you could never imagine!
4. Teenagers need theology.
"Then we will no longer be immature like children. We won’t be tossed and blown about by every wind of new teaching. We will not
be influenced when people try to trick us with lies so clever they sound like the truth. Instead, we will speak the truth in love, grow-
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ing in every way more and more like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church." Ephesians 4:14,15
Youth group is a place where teenagers can wrestle through the theology you've been teaching them (you've been teaching them
right?) and have it reinforced in a powerful and personal way under the guidance of a youth leader who knows how to ask great
questions and point teens to sound truth.
This should result in your teenagers knowing and owning their faith on a deeper level. Youth groups and small groups should be a
place where teenagers can ask tough questions and even share doubts and struggles with their beliefs without fear of rebuke.
Skilled youth leaders can take questioning teens back to God's Word as the source of authority and help them process through all
of the Biblical truth you are praying they grasp, believe and live out.
Great youth groups build on the foundation that godly moms and dads have laid. And, for those teenagers who don't have believing
parents, an effective youth ministry helps lay a solid foundation of Biblical truth for the rest of a teenager's life.
5. Teenagers need a safe place to confess and confide.
"Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed." James 5:16
Often teenagers who struggle with sin and temptation have nowhere to confess and confide. They feel trapped by their sins. But a
healthy youth ministry can create a safe space for teenagers to open up and talk honestly about their struggles. Of course this
doesn't mean they should confess every sin to everyone. But it does mean that they should have a handful of others who know
their struggles and can pray for and encourage them to walk in victory over those sins.
When my son came back from a youth retreat last year he had this opportunity. He opened up with a handful of others about some
of his struggles and then he came back and opened up to me. After he confessed his struggles he told me that he felt a thousand
pound weight had dropped off his back.
Here's the thing, my son and I have a very strong and very open relationship. But there was something about his band of brother
friends, under the leadership of a caring adult in a youth retreat type setting that gave him the freedom to confess and confide.
Skilled youth leaders know how to create a context of open and honest dialogue. Teenagers who push their struggles down and
never open up often struggle later on in life with addictive and destructive behavior. An effective youth ministry can help teenagers
deal with these challenges now and prepare them to be victorious both now and later.
Yes, I know that teen life is busy. But it would be a shame if our teenagers graduated from high school and were catapulted
into "the real world" without every opportunity to know, live, share and own their faith.
At the end of the day, our teenagers embracing and embodying the Christian faith is more important than sports and more important than academics. Getting them involved in a healthy, vibrant youth ministry is worth fitting into a crazy, busy schedule. And if it's
not quite as healthy as you think it should be then why don't you volunteer and make it better?
There's too much at stake for us to get this wrong. So let's get it right!
Posted by Greg Stier on Nov 17, 2015

To Reach a Generation,
Hope’s Youth Committee
Debbie Duffy, Ken Kring, Tom Meyer, Jennie Pankiewicz, Juanita Wundsam

Board of Trustees (March Meeting)
Summary:
We have a plan in place to replace all of the lighting in the church building with
LED lights. This represents a cost savings for labor to change bulbs and greatly
reduces energy used. $1500 was approved for this project.
We are in the final process of re-evaluating the lawn care and snow removal
contract. A decision will be made for the upcoming season at the April meeting.
We have requested drawings from John Heinzinger of a permanent awning for
the Montessori entrance. We expect to see the drawings at the April meeting.
Once approved, we will finalize budget amounts and apply for a permit from the
Village.
A TV bracket that swivels has been installed in the small fellowship hall.
We are getting a price to replace a rotted window under the flat roof.
We are looking to get a sign rider for the monument signs specifying the service hours. We are also
looking to return electric to the site to light up this sign.
If you have questions about the church building or property, suggestions or input, please reach out to
Renee Clark (847.612.0027), or any of the Trustees; Gary Kennedy, Kathy Whitehead, Bryan Nielsen,
Bill Peterson, John Heinzinger.
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MISSION, MEMBERSHIP & OUTREACH
Our vision is to have HOPE become a “destination”/safe haven for the community…and a
soughtsought-after center for religious & spiritual fulfillment.
We will explore a wide range of activities such as an OnOn-Line “League of Legends” league…
outdoor sand volley ball & BASKETBALL courts (leagues?)…bond fires…bocce…NO LIMITS. If you
have a passion for something, let us know so we can explore the possibilities
Spiritually, we will examine multimulti-religion groups such as “Daughters of Abraham” (folks of
Muslim, Jewish and Christian faiths)…expand the Men’s ministries (a TCTC-led cooking class for
men?)…and look for other ways for HOPE to become a leader & key participant.
Please call Tom Clark with your ideas.

THURSDAY NIGHT MEN’S GROUP
One study entitled “Snakes, Wives and Battles” elicited some pretty lively discussion…as do
most of the videos from Man In the Mirror… AND the food is always “better than good”. Please
join us every Thursday from 6:306:30-7:30. We will not meet Maundy Thursday, April 13.

If you have brought food to the
church for any of our recent dinners
and have left your dishes behind,
please claim them from the kitchen
counter!

Hannah Circle will meet
at Janice Ausbrook’s
house at 7:30 on
Tuesday, April 25.

The Hopeful” is now available each month on our website:
www.hopelutheran-elca.org and also via email.
If you no longer wish to receive a paper copy of “The Hopeful,” please notify the church
office at the following email address: “hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net” It will then be
emailed to you in pdf format each month.
By reading the newsletter online (or printing it out yourself) you will save both on paper and
mailing costs! Don’t wait! Please contact Ann in the church office today. Thank you!
To contact the church office: hopelutheran- elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070.
Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement church-wide
via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.
To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:
pmater@aol.com
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1660 Checker Rd.
Long Grove, IL 60047
www.hopelutheran-elca.org

Declare God’s love.
Do God’s will.
Dance with the Spirit.

Regular Sunday Worship:
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship Service
9:45 a.m. Sunday School and Grounds for Hope Cafe
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service

Evening Worship services during Lent all at 7:30 p.m.:
April 5—Wednesday Lent Worship
April 13—Maundy Thursday
April 14—Good Friday
Palm Sunday and Easter Worship at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.

Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org or join Hope on Facebook by using
the link on the website or by searching for ‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’
and then clicking on the ‘Like” button. The website and Facebook page have updates
on events at Hope, pictures and other miscellaneous information.

