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“… and a Happy New Year” 
During the month of December we heard and sang many songs 
and carols: some proclaiming the birth of a Savior, others,  
hoping for a winter wonderland, and a few wishing all a Merry 
Christmas. In fact, the carol “We Wish You a Merry Christmas” 

was composed sometime in the 16th century, although its author is seemingly  
unknown. The first verse starts: “We wish you a Merry Christmas; We wish you a 
Merry Christmas; We wish you a Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year.” Of 
course, we always associate Christmas with the New Year, as only a week  
separates them, but they seem on the surface to be two festivals or celebrations 
that are at odds with each other. Christmas comes with a wondrous sense of  
reverence, while New Year’s comes with a bang, an all-night party that welcomes 
us into the future. But perhaps if we step back a bit we can see the connection and 
truly how closely the one is linked to the other. 
 

We can do that by seeing in Christmas the wonderful gift of a Savior God has given 
us. Even the ‘not so religious folk’ will pause for a moment during the Christmas 
season to reflect upon what Scripture tells us and what the Christian community is 
celebrating. Indeed, the season is ‘merry’ indeed because God has come into the 
world to save us  from our rebellion and sin. The Christmas season tends to bring 
out the best in us as we open our hearts to others in anticipation of the babe born in 
a manger to be Lord of all. Christmas truly is merry when the new-born Christ 
child’s spirit is born into our lives. 
 

But how is that connection made with the notion of a Happy New Year? Do parties 
and the birth of Christ go together? I don’t know about that, but I am certain that 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year do go hand-in-hand. Perhaps the reality  
facing us is that it is only by celebrating the birth of Christ and experiencing the joy 
and excitement that His birth causes that we can ever find true happiness in the first 
place or hope to have a Happy New Year. It is in the realization that God has  
broken into our world to reveal himself and his love and plan for our salvation that 
hope is brought to life in our world. At Christmas people often say “Christ is the  
reason for the season,” and I would add that on any given day that “Christ is the 
reason for all seasons.” 
 

If we hope to have a Happy New Year or a happy today or tomorrow or any day, we 
must begin by thinking about the gift of a Savior God has given us and remember 
this gift is not just given at Christmas, but given each and every day. If we want a 
Happy New Year, when we put away the Christmas decorations and forget all the 
presents we both gave and received, let us not put away or forget the Savior who 
brings to us hope and joy and promise and forgiveness. If we could just remember 
that Jesus Christ is born so that we may truly live, not only can we anticipate a 
Happy New Year, but we can and should anticipate joy and hope in all of our days. 
My prayers are for a Happy New Year for you and for all of us as we enter 2017. 
       Yours in Christ, Pastor Jim 
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   Message from Janice PetersonMessage from Janice PetersonMessage from Janice PetersonMessage from Janice Peterson    
                                                                                            Congregational President . . .Congregational President . . .Congregational President . . .Congregational President . . .    
    
“Live Your Faith”Live Your Faith”Live Your Faith”Live Your Faith” is our theme for 2017. 
 

How will people know I am a Christian?  Do my words and actions come together every day?  This  
is our challenge as Christians.  Are we preoccupied with ourselves and what we want?  Or, do we 
listen for the voice and purpose of God?  God wants us to turn our focus outward - to love others.  
Especially those who it may be difficult for us to love at work, in our families, in our community. 
 
Lord, help us live the life to which you are calling us.  Help us use the gifts you have given us to live 
more faithfully and bring your love to the world. 
 

The church council held their monthly meeting on Tuesday, December 13th. 

∗ New residents to Buffalo Grove and surrounding areas are receiving post-
cards with a photo of Hope, inviting them to Hope's Christmas services. 

∗ Please encourage your children to become involved in Hope's church        
activities, including worship assistance. 

∗ A $250 grant was provided by Thrivent for Hope's Operation Christmas 
event.  Thank you Tom Chrysler for applying for this grant. 

∗ A discussion took place separating Membership/Outreach/Mission director-
ship into two groups. 

∗ There will be a Blue Christmas advent service at 7:00 Dec. 21st at Hope. 
∗ Pastor Andrews is engaged in getting Hope's high schoolers involved with other religious groups of 

teens in our area. 
∗ Icon-CMO is Hope's new accounting system.  We are working hard to get it ready to start using by 

January 1. 
∗ The annual congregational meeting will take place at noon Jan. 22nd. 

The Hopeful” is now available each month on our website:  
www.hopelutheran-elca.org and also via email. 
 

If you no longer wish to receive a paper copy of “The Hopeful,” please notify the church 
office at the following email address: “hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net” It will then be 
emailed to you in pdf format each month. 
 

By reading the newsletter online (or printing it out yourself) you will save both on paper and 
mailing costs! Don’t wait! Please contact Ann in the church office today. Thank you! 

Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org or join Hope on Facebook by  
using the link on the website or by searching for ‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long 
Grove, IL’ and then clicking on the ‘Like” button. The Facebook page has updates 
on events at Hope, pictures and other miscellaneous information. 
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     Adult Education topics during the Sunday School hour 
                                      9:45—10:45 

 
 

 

During the month of January, the Grounds for Hope Café will feature a variety of 

speakers who will present seminars on health-related topics: 

January 8:  Home Emergency Medical Training—led by Hope member Lt. Rick Krieger 

of the Elk Grove Village Fire Department 

 

January 15:  Seminar on Joint Arthritis—Randi Marks of Progressive Health and  

Rehabilitation 

 

January 22:  Detection and Care for Alzheimer’s, Dementia and related Memory  

Disorders—Avantara workshop 

 
 

Hope’s Annual Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, January 22, 2017 

Following the 11:00 worship service 
 

Topics for discussion include the election of directors and 
the annual budget. 

 
Lunch will be served. 

     

    From Gloria Heilman: 
    Dale and I thank all of our Hope family for their kind words of sympathy  
    and cards sent our way upon the passing of Gloria's Mom Nov. 8th.  She 
    truly lived a Godly life for 92 years, 77 of those years being a very active 
    member of the same ELCA congregation!  



 
     GIFT CARD PROGRAM 

  
We have had outstanding participation the last couple of months, so THANK 

YOU SO MUCH to all of you who take part in the Gift Card Program.  Using this 

program gives Hope members the opportunity to help those in our community 

who are having difficulty feeding their families, and it does not cost us  

anything out of pocket.  The month of January allows us to make use of the 

gift cards for all of the after Christmas sales going on now – we get to take advantage of half price sales 

and help others at the same time!  Priceless.  And don’t forget your everyday purchases at Target,  

Walgreen’s, Mariano’s, and Shell.  
 

You may go to www.mannagroup.net – then you click on Get Started in the middle of the screen.  Next 

screen - click on Forms/Order Forms at the top of the page.  Next screen - click onAlphabetically.  Browse 

through and decide what gift cards you’ll be able to use that month.  There are also hard copies of the 

Vendor List on the info table at church.  You may call or email either of us or Ann and tell us what you 

want, or you may just write the cards you want on a note and leave it in the box on the info table – you 

do NOT have to use the computer, so don’t let that deter you from ordering.   Be sure to include a check 

made out to HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH with Gift Cards marked in the memo line. 
Orders and checks are due by the 1

st
 Sunday of each month and the cards will be available on Tues-

day*.  January orders are due on Sunday, January 1
st

 – since Monday is a holiday, the cards will be avail-

able on WEDNESDAY* this month - if are unable to attend church that day, just drop your order in the 

box early or give us a call. 
 

Questions?  Give us a call – we will be happy to answer them. 
 

Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 - jsirabian@leonettiassoc.com 

Gina Vera – 847 -439-0561 - veragram@netzero.net 
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Is it morally correct to do whatever it takes to save a child's life, even if  
that means infringing upon the rights of another? 
Is it worth trying to discover who you really are, if that quest makes you  
like yourself less? 
  
When:    Thursday, January 19, 2016, 9:00 am 
  
Where:    Small fellowship hall at church 
  
Book:      My Sister's Keeper by Jodi Picoult 
  
Leader:   Janice Ausbrook 
  
Hostess:  Kathy Whitehead 
  
Anna is not sick, but she might as well be.  She was conceived to be a donor match for her older  
sister, Kate, who has leukemia, and the procedures to save Kate are becoming increasingly  
invasive.  It's then that Anna decides she must sue her parents for medical emancipation to pursue  
her own life.  Will this decision tear her family apart?  Will it prove fatal for older sister Kate? 
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS NEEDED  
We all have full schedules and often think that we do not have 

much extra time for volunteer opportunities.  But, if you attend 

worship services regularly, there are several opportunities for 

you to volunteer at church without adding any extra time or 

meetings to your schedule.  Each week we are in need of lec-

tors, counters, ushers, acolytes, projectionists and communion 

assistants.  The coordinators schedule these assistants, and when we have enough volunteers, you will 

only need to serve once every few weeks.  None of these tasks are at all difficult, so I urge you to con-

sider helping to complete our worship services.  We would love to have some of our young members 

help out with these opportunities.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me and I 

will be happy to answer them for you! 
Jan Sirabian                                                                                                                         

 

 

Attention all current and prospective ushers! 

We are seeking NEW VOLUNTEERS for this important role in our Sunday morning 

worship services. 

On: 

-Sunday January 8, 2017 @ 9:45 am 

or  

-Sunday January 15, 2017 @ 10:30 am 

A brief 30 minute training session will be provided. 

In addition to inviting all potential new ushers to attend, there are some procedural changes for the  

worship services to discuss with current ushers. 

These meetings will be held in the conference room. You may choose to attend on either date. 

Whether you can volunteer to usher on a monthly basis or on a week-to-week basis, please join us. We wel-

come all that are interested in serving as an usher. We also encourage youth (confirmation age and up) to 

consider participating in serving. 

Fred Vogt 
 

Reformation Committee 
 
In 2017 we will be celebrating the 500th anniversary of the Reformation.  We 

would like to mark this anniversary in some special ways over the coming 

year.  A committee is being formed to explore ideas.  If you would like to be 

on the committee please let Ann in the church office know. 



To contact the church office:  hopelutheran- elca@comcast.net or go to the Website  
(www.hopelutheran-elca.org) for links to the church office.  (Or call [847] 634-2070.) 
 

To send an announcement church-wide via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address 
added to receive announcements: hopeluthnews@sbcglobal.net 
 

To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer  
requests: pmater@aol.com 
 

To submit an article for the Newsletter: hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net 
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The year may be winding down, but our Youth Group calendar is in full swing.  Both our Senior and Junior 

High Youth have been very busy with activities. 

 

On December 10
th

, our 7
th

-12
th

 graders gathered for our Annual Youth Christmas Dinner.  It truly was a deli-

cious feast of turkey, stuffing and all the extras prepared by Debbie Duffy.  The evening was enjoyed by 

Spencer Guercio, Steven Tack, Andrea Vera, Eric Lueck, Braden Burns, Parker Guercio and Allison and Kate-

lyn Palmer.  Prior to dinner, our group walked across the parking lot to our neighbors at Avantara and 

strolled the halls singing Christmas Carols and putting smiles on the residents faces.  Thank goodness two 

of our chaperones (Juanita Wundsam and Tom Meyer) also belong to the Praise Team, as they led us in 

song and kept us all in merry measure!  Who knew Ken Kring had such a beautiful voice??  We do now!!! 

 

We are busy preparing for the upcoming Cookie Walk (Dec. 18
th

.), as this article is written.  This is one of 

our many fundraisers that help off-set costs for our Youth Groups activities and events.  Be watching for 

news about a new fundraiser this year, our Chili Cook-Off, coming up on February 4
th

.  This event is gearing 

up to be a spicy competition for all of our chili chefs out there! 

 

Also, February 10th-12th our 5
th

-12
th

 graders will head back to the Lake Geneva Youth Camp to sled, skate, 

slide and relax on our annual Winter Retreat.  More information will be available soon.  Mark your calen-

dars as this is always one of our favorite events of the year!! 

 

For more information about any of these upcoming events, feel free to 

contact any one of our Committee Members. 

 

Blessings for a Happy New Year! 

 

Tom Chrysler, Debbie Duffy, Ken Kring, Tom Meyer, Jennie Pankiewicz 

and Juanita Wundsam 
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UPDATES ON RECENT SERVICE PROJECTS 

 

      

     Thanks: to Tim and Sarah Hughes for coordinating the  
     Thanksgiving Basket program again this year.  They would 
     like to thank everyone for their donations.  Our congregation 
     provided a total of 36 baskets to feed hungry families for 
     Thanksgiving. 
     Also thanks to those who helped with shopping and packing up 
     the baskets: 
     Pastor Jim and Laura Andrews, Julia Hughes, Tracy McGonagle, 
     Kennedy Family, Paula Weglarz, and Linda Vick. 

 

The Power of a Simple Gift 

Thank you for participating in Operation Christmas Child this 

year.  Hope’s 58 shoeboxes were added to several thousand from this 

area and are on the way to children in St. Lucia, Madagascar, Namibia, 

Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 

Our thanks to Debby Duffy for all of her hard work organizing this    

annual project. 

 

 

 
 
Continuing our annual project to help children in our 
community have a happy Christmas, members of 
our congregation shopped, wrapped, and delivered 
gifts for 30 children for distribution by Operation 
Christmas. 
 
Our thanks to Sherry Hoesly for all of her  
hard work coordinating this event. 



    
We continue to help the Vernon Township Food Pantry with non-perishable 
food items. 
 

Please contact Nicholas Gilbert (Food Pantry Volunteer) with questions at 
 847-540-7018 or email Nicholas at gilbert.5@comcast.net. 
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Pastor Jim, Ann, Joe, Kris and Pat would like to thank the 
congregation for the generous staff gifts, and wish you all 
a Happy New Year! 
 

A  reminder everyone to be sure to take advantage of The Word in Season devotional  

booklets that are available on the cabinet next to the large fellowship hall. I think we have all 

grown up hearing about a daily family devotional time, but somehow that doesn't always hap-

pen. The messages in this little booklet are short and to the point and very relatable to our 

everyday lives. You just open it to the day's date and the Bible verse, the prayer and the  

message are right there for you. Tailor made for our instant gratification lifestyle. Five  

minutes will make a difference in your day!    

 

The Men's Thursday Night Group just completed the 2nd series of "How God Makes Men". Lots of good The Men's Thursday Night Group just completed the 2nd series of "How God Makes Men". Lots of good The Men's Thursday Night Group just completed the 2nd series of "How God Makes Men". Lots of good The Men's Thursday Night Group just completed the 2nd series of "How God Makes Men". Lots of good 
content...lots of good discussion. The Group will start up again in midcontent...lots of good discussion. The Group will start up again in midcontent...lots of good discussion. The Group will start up again in midcontent...lots of good discussion. The Group will start up again in mid----January...still Thursdays 6:30January...still Thursdays 6:30January...still Thursdays 6:30January...still Thursdays 6:30----7:30 7:30 7:30 7:30 
with tremendous food.with tremendous food.with tremendous food.with tremendous food.     
 

We encourage all men of Hope (and their friends) to join us in January. We are exploring topics We encourage all men of Hope (and their friends) to join us in January. We are exploring topics We encourage all men of Hope (and their friends) to join us in January. We are exploring topics We encourage all men of Hope (and their friends) to join us in January. We are exploring topics 
now...and if anyone reading this has some thoughts, please let me know.now...and if anyone reading this has some thoughts, please let me know.now...and if anyone reading this has some thoughts, please let me know.now...and if anyone reading this has some thoughts, please let me know.     
 

Thanks,Thanks,Thanks,Thanks, 
    TCTCTCTC 

 
 

 

Hannah Circle will meet at Sherry Hoesly’s house at 7:30 on January 24.  
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1660 Checker Rd. 

Long Grove, IL 60047 

www.hopelutheran-elca.org 

Declare God’s love. 
Do God’s will. 

Dance with the Spirit. 

 
      
 
 
 Regular Sunday Worship: 
 
  8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship Service 
  9:45 a.m. Sunday School and Grounds for Hope Cafe 
 11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service 
    


