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Pastor Jim Andrews

Ash Wednesday is the name given to the first day of the
season of Lent. It is the day that ashes are applied to the
foreheads of Christians to signify an inner repentance.
Repentance is the activity of reviewing one’s actions and
feeling contrition or regret for past wrongs. It generally
involves a commitment to personal change and resolving
to live a more responsible and humane life.
Lent is a time when many people turn their gaze toward
Good Friday and ask themselves, 'How dare I live the kind of life that would force
someone who loves me this much to go through something this awful?' Perhaps they
see the Cross and ask, 'Lord, what can I do to stop doing this to you? How can I love
and serve you better?' Many times in the Gospels, Jesus called on people to repent,
to turn away from doing evil. So the first impulse of love is to try to do things that
Jesus would want of you.
But then, we get handcuffed. We fail, as we so often do. One of the things we learn
in Lent is how inescapable our sin is, how far we are from being complete, how far is
our divide from God. When we struggle like mad to give some tiny aspect of our lives
over to God, we discover how far out of reach a life of godliness is. We can't do anything to fix our relationship with God. We're too far gone. No matter how earnestly
we try not to be the cause of Jesus' suffering, we end up adding another lash, only
increasing his anguish.
And yet... that's why he did what he did, something only he could do. All we can do is
collapse at Jesus' feet, thanking him and begging him for forgiveness.
The Ash Wednesday service and the season of Lent give all of us a time and a place
to review our lives. This is an opportunity to do some self-reflection and to ask yourself the question: ‘How am I doing?’ Is there anything I would like to do to enhance
my spiritual life? Is there anything I would like to add to my life that I believe will
bring me closer to God? Is there something in my life that I would like to stop doing
so that I may feel closer to God?
During the season of Lent you can practice those things in your life that will enhance
your relationship with Jesus. Some people choose to add prayer, prayer partners,
specific prayer time, and new ways of praying. Others look for ways to stop judging
others or to train themselves to look at each person as a loved child of God. Many
people give up a food, a drink, or a lifestyle habit. The opportunities are many. All of
us have parts of ourselves that we would like to repent and hand over to Jesus.
Maybe we can make that a habit during Lent. Change can be good, especially when
we let go of whatever keeps us from experiencing the grace Jesus has for us.
I invite all of you to join us at our Wednesday evening services during this Lenten
season. How about making that a regular habit as we spend some time in reflection
each week? This year we will be honoring the 500th year celebration of the
Reformation by taking a look at Luther’s Small Catechism. This will be a good time
to reacquaint ourselves with our Lutheran heritage and how it affects our worship
and our faithfulness to God and God’s Word and Sacrament.
God’s peace, Pastor Jim
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Message from Janice Peterson
Congregational President . . .
“Live
Live Your Faith” every day.
Well, here we are in the final dregs of winter. Green grass and warm breezes seem to be a distant memory.
This is the time of year when I sometimes feel I am trudging through life, waiting. Waiting for spring, waiting
to start working in the yard, working on the house, working on myself. This is the time of year I tend to feel
disappointed in myself. Disappointed by the weight I put on over the winter, the projects I did not do, and by
my failure to help all those I could have helped through a kind word or action. Sometimes I wish I could just
walk through a door and become a changed person. A happier person. God doesn’t transform us by having
us walk through a door, but He does send the Holy Spirit to help us. When I am feeling down I pray for the
Holy Spirit to help me and to gently nudge me. Reminding me every day that “God is with me, God is in me,
and God is for me.” Now those are words that bring happiness and the power to transform! I encourage you
to repeat them to yourself and keep the happy in your heart!!

Here are the highlights of our Feb. 14 Church Council meeting:
New Council members are VP: Jim.Hiepler-Hartwig,
Worship & Music: Chuck Johnson and Youth: Tom Meyer.
Board of Trustees members are John Heinzinger, Kathy Whitehead,
Bill Peterson, Bryan Nielsen, Tom Clark and Gary Kennedy.
HOPE Fund Directors are Dwight Mater, Tim Hughes, Pam Kennedy,
Javier Millan and Bruce Wheeler.
Jeff Anderson presented draft (Budget Comparison w/Variance for General Fund) and 2017 Budget
Estimate on a monthly basis.
Council is still in need of an Outreach Ministry director. If interested please contact Pastor Andrews,
Ann Wood or Janice Peterson.
The recent Women's Retreat in Lake Geneva was enjoyed by all in attendance.
Motion was made and passed to approve 2017 Expenditure Approval Matrix.
A Lenten banner will be displayed along Arlington Hts. Rd. announcing Hope's Lenten dinner and
worship service times.

The Hopeful” is now available each month on our website:
www.hopelutheran-elca.org and also via email.
If you no longer wish to receive a paper copy of “The Hopeful,” please notify the church
office at the following email address: “hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net” It will then be
emailed to you in pdf format each month.
By reading the newsletter online (or printing it out yourself) you will save both on paper and
mailing costs! Don’t wait! Please contact Ann in the church office today. Thank you!
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Midweek Lenten Services: Starting on March 1, 2017 with
the Ash Wednesday service, each Wednesday during the Lent
season we will meet at 6:30 p.m. for a Pot-luck supper, followed
by worship at 7:30 p.m.
In observance of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, our
midweek Lenten worship series is built around Luther’s Small
Catechism. The Small Catechism was designed as a teaching
tool of the faith, not just within the church but in the home.
Luther intended for the home to be the place where faith was
first shared and taught. To that end he created the Small
Catechism: a simple explanation of the Ten Commandments,
the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and the Sacraments. He included
basic prayers for morning and evening, and suggested ways to
worship, praise, and revere God during each part of our day.
Again this year, we encourage those joining us on Wednesday evenings to bring nonperishable food items to be donated to the Vernon Township Food Pantry. They are in
particular need of: pasta and pasta sauce; canned fruit; cookies, crackers and chips; and
detergents and cleaning products.

Fellowship
Mark your calendars for the start of our Lenten Potluck
Suppers on Ash Wednesday, March 1st at 6:30 p.m. The
Wednesday night potluck suppers will continue on March 8,
15, 22, 29 and April 5 at 6:30 p.m. followed by worship
service. Please join us as we share good food and fellowship.
Sign-up will be in the narthex.

Grounds for Hope Café
Adult Education topics during the Sunday School hour
9:45—10:45

We will begin on March 5th with a Lenten series based on the book, “Final Words from the Cross”, by
Adam Hamilton. Some of you may remember the Lenten series from last year, “24 Hours that Changed
the World”, which was also written by Rev. Hamilton. In this series we will explore the deeper meaning of
the words that Jesus spoke while suffering on the cross from the perspective of those who stood nearby,
and how those words can significantly impact our lives today. This is a 6 week series that will carry us
through Palm Sunday. Please sign-up for this series in advance in order for enough books and study
material to be on hand. The sign-up sheet is posted in the church narthex.
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In the desperate Great Depression, can Neva find forgiveness for a
grievous wrong -- and make room for hope?
When: Thursday, March 16, 2017, 9:00am
Where: Small fellowship hall at church
Book:

Room for Hope by Kim Vogel Sawyer

Leader: Julie Haney
Hostess: Suzie Johnson
Newly widowed Neva Schilling is shocked to learn that her husband led a double life. Shock
turns to dismay when she realizes how his deception will forever change her life and the lives
of her children.

GIFT CARD PROGRAM
HOPE has been participating in the Gift Card Program for seven years
now, and in those seven years our total PROFIT has been $10,385.87.
$10,385.87
That is amazing! We have donated $10,385.87 to our community
members in need, and it has not taken one extra penny out of our
pockets! Thank you so much to everyone who participates. If you
have not participated yet, maybe now is the time to give it a try.
There aren’t any special holidays to promote this month, but you still
need to buy groceries, gas, and I would guess might go out to dinner
at least once this month. And, of course, there is always Fannie May!
You may go to www.mannagroup.net – then you click on Get Started in the middle of the screen.
Next screen - click on Forms/Order Forms at the top of the page. Next screen - click on
Alphabetically.
Alphabetically Browse through and decide what gift cards you’ll be able to use that month.
There are also hard copies of the Vendor List on the info table at church. You may call or email
either of us or Ann and tell us what you want, or you may just write the cards you want on a note
and leave it in the box on the info table – you do NOT have to use the computer,
computer so don’t let that
deter you from ordering. Be sure to include a check made out to HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH with
GIFT CARDS marked in the memo line.
Orders and checks are due by the 1st Sunday of each month and the cards will be available on
Tuesday. March orders are due on Sunday, March 5th. If
I you are unable to attend church that day,
just drop your order in the box early or give us a call.
Questions? Give us a call – we will be happy to answer them.
Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 - jsirabian@leonettiassoc.com
Gina Vera – 847 -439-0561 - veragram@netzero.net
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RELAY FOR LIFE
We have a team signed up for this year’s Relay for Life on Friday,
June 2, 2017 at 7:00 PM.
PM It is a couple of weeks earlier this
year, so it will not interfere with the Youth Retreat, and I hope
that we will have a significant number of our 5 to 18 year olds
participating!! I would guess that it would qualify for service
hours at school, plus it is a really fun night! I believe I was the
only HOPE “team” last year, so I was kind of pathetic! When they
announced the teams, they specifically pointed out that HOPE
was an apropos name for a Relay team. This is such a great
event aimed at finding a cure for a horrible disease that has
touched all of us in one way or another. It is a fun night and a
terrific way for us to show our community involvement as well as get together with our own
HOPE family, and participants can range from 1 to 91. Here is the website to sign up and/or
donate:
http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR/RelayForLife/RFLCY17LS?
team_id=2161155&pg=team&fr_id=81500&_ga=1.259542467.890676328.1369081091
Please consider joining our team! If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Jan Sirabian
847-537-7926

Women's Weekend Coffee Break
We know that all women of the congregation need a break sometimes. :) Why not
spend an hour recharging with a great group of Christian women? A number of women
of the congregation have expressed a desire to get together on a more regular basis in a
casual setting with no obligation to prepare anything, simply enjoy one another's
company and get to know each other better. In that spirit, please join us at Panera
Bread at Deer Park Town Center on March 18 from 10:00am to 11:30am for a
cup of coffee or tea and a bite to eat with a group of great women. Feel free to "dropin" whenever you are available. If this is successful, we will continue monthly on a
"come if you are available" basis alternating between Saturday mornings and brunch
after church on Sundays to make sure those who work on the weekends can join as
well. If you have any questions, please call Suzanne Burns at 847.848.1456. Hope to
see you there!
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PHD (Preservation of Human Dignity) Spring Drive
March 5—
5—March 26
Once again I will sponsor a drive to replenish the Baby Closet at PHD. For those not familiar with this
organization, PHD provides professional counseling and support services to women who are pregnant
or are parenting a child under age three, or women who have experienced a pregnancy loss through
abortion, adoption or death. Intervention services have minimal charges and are available in English or
Spanish. There are no city or town boundaries for women to avail themselves of these services. Last
year financial and in-kind donations dropped significantly and some services such as educational
outreach have been discontinued, our Resale Boutique has closed, and three administrative positions
were eliminated.
The following items are requested: baby food – all stages (except stage 2 meat); baby wash, lotion, wipes
and shampoo; bottles, bibs, and books; diapers – sizes newborn, 4 and 5; new or gently used clothing especially
boy’s sizes 12 months through 3T; and maternity clothes.
A box will be placed in the narthex for your donations.
Receipt forms are on the table.
If you have questions, please feel free to contact me
(pweglarz@juno.com; 847-934-0139).
Thank you in advance for your generosity.
Paula Weglarz

Board of Trustees News
February 13th Meeting
PROJECTS CARRIED OVER FROM 2016
Installation of barrier to prevent bats in
church’s roof to be completed.
Investigation of awning for Montessori is being
started.
Changeover to all LED lighting in lower level to
be completed.
LIGHTING
Upstairs switch to LED. Time table and budget
being worked on.
LAWN CARE/SNOW REMOVAL CONTRACT
Contractors submitting bids to compare with current company
MECHANICALS/EQUIPMENT
Air conditioner and furnace replacements are being researched for options.
Swiveling TV bracket will be installed in small fellowship hall.
ITEMS FOR SALE
Screenflex /portable room dividers
Projector and Lens
Please contact Renee Clark for information.
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Men's Thursday Night
Our Thursday evening topics have stemmed from the Man In the Mirror organization. Based out of
Orlando...their purpose is to help men be better men all men, Husbands, Fathers, Sons, significant
others & friends. A typical study is to watch a 30 minute video and have a discussion. The discussion
is always lively.
Two of the best aspects of our Men's Thursday Night group is the food...PLUS the fact that each study
"stands alone"...each Thursday is a new topic.
Men...please come...and if you like, bring a friend. TC

Hannah Circle will meet
at Paula Weglarz’s house
at 7:30 on Tuesday,
March 28.

Reminder:
The Lenten season
begins on
Ash Wednesday
March 1

We continue to help the Vernon Township
Food Pantry with non-perishable food items.
Please contact Nicholas Gilbert (Food Pantry
Volunteer) with questions at 847-540-7018 or
email Nicholas at gilbert.5@comcast.net.

To contact the church office: hopelutheran- elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070.
Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement church-wide
via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.
To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:
pmater@aol.com
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Spring has sprung and our Youth Group continues to
bloom and grow! This is the time of year that we kick it
into high gear with our fundraising efforts. Funds
raised by and for our Youth Group benefit our youth by
subsidizing weekend trips and outings, Leadership Lab
attendees and food costs for Junior and Senior High
events such as ice cream socials and New Horizons.
We also make the funds available to any youth
interested in attending mission trips or other Christianbased programs.
Just last month, we held our very first Chili and Pie
Cook-Off, which was our first fundraiser of the year!.
With 9 chili entries and 5 pie entries, we were well-fed
by excellent cooks and bakers. Tasters got to fill up on
9 very different chili’s; each and every one so very
different from the next. The pies were scrumptious, and beautiful too!! The first place chili winner was
Ken Wood, second place was won by Bruce Pankiewicz. The first place pie was baked by Norris
Harstad. Men winners, all the way around! Congratulations to the winners and thank you to everyone who
participated. Huge thanks to all of our other chili entrants, Tom Meyer, Juanita Wundsam, Chuck Johnson,
Laura Andrews, Steve Oller, Gina Vera and Lynne Schneider. Our other bakers were Bill Peterson, Kathy
Whitehead, Joe Peplow and Amy Pabst. Also, thank you to our youth volunteers, Carly Young, Andrea
Vera, Jarrett Pease, Eric Lueck, Jayla Lueck and Steven Tack.
Our Youth will head to Feed My Starving Children on Friday, March 3rd for a night of packing food for the
hungry. The event will require permission slips that will be made available to those interested in attending.
We will end the evening with a night of pizza at our favorite pizza place, Hitz, in Mundelein. This event is
open to 7th-12th graders and they are welcome to bring along a friend. This is a free event.
On Wednesday, March 15th, our Senior High will gather for New Horizons beginning at 6:30. Mrs. Duffy
will prepare a delicious dinner for us and fun and games are planned for the evening. Pick up is 8:30.
Hope all Senior High will join us for this once per month event.
Then, on March 16th, we will host an “extended” Confirmation class by including dinner for all 7th and 8th
graders, beginning at 6:00 p.m. Confirmation class will follow. This dinner event is mandatory for all
confirmation students.
Parents please mark your calendar for all upcoming events as you should encourage (make?) your teenager(s) go to youth group. Here’s five reasons why...next month, we’ll elaborate on these reasons:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Teenagers need models and mentors
Teenagers need community
Teenagers need mission.
Teenagers need theology.
Teenagers need a safe place to confess and confide.

To Reach a Generation,
Hope’s Youth Committee - Debbie Duffy, Ken Kring, Tom Meyer, Jennie Pankiewicz, Juanita Wundsam
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1660 Checker Rd.
Long Grove, IL 60047
www.hopelutheran-elca.org

Declare God’s love.
Do God’s will.
Dance with the Spirit.

Regular Sunday Worship:
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship Service
9:45 a.m. Sunday School and Grounds for Hope Cafe
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service

Evening Worship services during Lent all at 7:30 p.m.:
March 1—Ash Wednesday
March 8, 15, 22, 29, April 5—Wednesday Lent Worship
April 13—Maundy Thursday
April 14—Good Friday

Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org or join Hope on Facebook by using
the link on the website or by searching for ‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’
and then clicking on the ‘Like” button. The website and Facebook page have updates
on events at Hope, pictures and other miscellaneous information.

