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Hope Lutheran Church
Long Grove, Illinois

Pastor Jim Andrews

"As the Father has sent me, I am sending you." When Jesus
said these words, he began to alter the lives of his disciples.
His message: ‘What has been going on in my life is not over.
It's going to continue through you.’ Plans of living a normal life
are gone for these people. The resurrection of Jesus from the
dead has changed all of that. They were recreated in Jesus for
something bigger than life as usual. The ruler of all creation is
now saying, I am sending you because I am not finished yet. I
have just begun. There is a whole world out there to save.
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"As the Father has sent me, I am sending you." Jesus' mission of reclaiming the world, of
reaching out to what was lost and to draw it back to God is something that is still happening.
And he said that not only is he sending us, but he is sending us as the Father sent him.
What does that mean that we are sent like Jesus was?
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If you are still living simply to exist, then let me encourage you to take a 1st step. The 1st step
is to admit that, but the 2nd step is to know that God has created you for more than that and
to be willing to say, "Okay God, I believe that Jesus Christ has paid the price for that kind of
life and I am willing to turn around and live a new way. Come and show me how to do it.
Come and do it in me." The next thing that Jesus did to His disciples was, He breathed on
them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit”. This may be a foretaste of what we experience
when we are sent. We need to avoid attempting to do God’s work in our own strength, but
instead ask for the power and strength of the Holy Spirit to be breathed into us. And if you
want to take a step like that, all it takes is an honest prayer in your heart to turn your life
over to God in service.
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But many of us have had that conversation and yet it still feels like our lives are all bottled
up. We are still living for the normal concerns of making sure we've got good food, a safe
house and a decent vacation. These are good things, but we are built for more than that. I
would like to give a few suggestions on how we can break out of that pattern if that's where
we find ourselves right now.
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From July 30-Aug. 3rd we will be in St. Louis for our 4th Annual Interfaith Service Trip to help
repair homes damaged by flooding a year ago. I hope you might make the prayerful decision now to take advantage of that time. This could be life changing. Another way that you
can serve closer to home is to volunteer your time at a local PADS site. This is the 1st year
that PADS will be open throughout the summer in our area, and although schedules have
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We were built for something bigger than life as usual. We were built to be part of what God
is doing in the world, part of something that has to do with light and darkness, life and death,
evil and goodness. It might not be flashy stuff, but we are called to do important stuff and
this is true for each one of us as Christians. It might not be 55,000 at a time like Billy
Graham did. It might not even be 50. It might only be 5—5 people in our family, in our
neighborhood, in our office, but God has called us to something bigger than just earning a
paycheck or providing for our families or trying to make due in life—to simply exist and
survive. He has called us to be more than that; something God sized. It might not be flashy,
because God size things are not always flashy, because the things that God is doing in the
world has to do with love and service and caring and praying and these things aren't always
things that people notice, but God notices because God is already invested in that. This is
what we are created for. We are built for so much more.
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(Pastor Jim’s page continued…)
mostly been set, substitute volunteers are still needed. Both the Journeys-The Road Home site and the Wheeling
Township Food Pantry are in need of additional help in sorting and stocking their shelves. There is also a co-op farm in
Wauconda under development whose ultimate mission is to provide fresh produce for the homeless and needy in our
area. These are only a few of the ways that you can be “sent”. For more info on any of these ministries, please contact
me with any questions.
But even if we do that, we maybe need to get some work done on our hearts first so that we are ready for whatever
God says. So let me give these two suggestions for the heart work that needs to be done. The first is to memorize
John 20:21. "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, I am sending you." Memorize that and think about that;
think about what it means, what was Jesus doing in the world, how did he live, how is God at work in the world now
and how am I caught up in that? Think about that. The other thing is to pray. One of the best prayers in scripture is
when you say, "Here I am, send me." Are you ready to pray that prayer?
Brothers and Sisters in Christ: God’s peace be with you over these summer months. I pray you will find rest as
needed, but that you will also look for ways to be sent as the Holy Spirit calls you. Pastor Jim

Message from Janice Peterson
Congregational President . . .
Get to know your Church Council on Sunday, April 30th between services in the large fellowship hall.
Church Council is here to help us deepen our relationship with God and others – through worship, education, fellowship
and outreach. Church Council is here to help provide us with opportunities to live our faith every day.
Do you have an idea or suggestion that you’d like to make to Church Council? Or would you like to get to know those
on Church Council better? Please plan to attend this informal get-together between services on April 30th.
Just a reminder, Church Council meets on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 7:00 P.M. – you are always welcome to
attend.
Those serving on Church Council are:
President, Janice Peterson
Vice President, Jim Hiepler-Hartwig
Secretary, Gloria Heilman
Treasurer, Jeff Anderson
Christian Education Director, Suzanne Burns
Community Relations Director, Pam Kring
Fellowship Director, Shirley Singer
Mission / Membership Outreach, Tom Clark
Properties Director, Renee Clark
Stewardship Director, Jim Hoesly
Worship & Music Director, Chuck Johnson
Youth Director, Tom Meyer
Pastor, Jim Andrews

Fellowship
Please join us on Mother’s Day, Sunday May 14
For fellowship and breakfast in the narthex between services.

Save the date for our annual Corn and Pig Roast on September 10, 2017
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Here are the highlights from the April 11 Council meeting:
April 30th during both services there will be a special donation/collection
for Lutheran Social Services of Illinois.
Times for summer worship services will be 8:30 and 10:00.
Hope's annual steak dinner will take place at 5:00, May 6th. Anyone
interested in donating items to be silently auctioned please contact
Tom Meyer, Pastor Andrews or Ann Wood.
June 25th, the "I Walk" event sponsored by the Interfaith Council
will take place. Motion passed to have Hope once again be the halfway
point for fellowship and refreshments.
Jim Heipler-Hartwig brought to attention the opportunity to volunteer at the
"Fuller Center for Housing" and "Beacon Place" in Waukegan. Anyone
wishing to volunteer please contact Pastor Jim or Ann Wood.
April 23rd, the Women's Group will gather at County Line Tavern on Lake Cook Road following the 11;00
service.
July 30-August 3, a Mission Trip to St. Louis is scheduled for aiding families needing flooding restorations.
June 26-30th there will be a day camp for "Children of Abraham Coalition". High school youth will be leaders for 6th-9th graders assisting Belmont residents.
Motion passed to host a "Get to Know Hope's Council Members” between services April 30.

Sunday May 28—in observance of the Memorial Day holiday weekend, we will worship together in one service at 10:00 a.m.
Starting Sunday June 4, Summer Worship schedule will be:
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship Service
10:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service

Grounds for Hope Café
Adult Education topics during the Sunday School hour
9:45—10:45
May 7-Missional Evangelism: To Your Community Making a difference in your community will require getting
outside the church walls. New Life Church in British Colombia places a premium on caring for the needy
and celebrating the often-unappreciated people who serve their community. Their influence is felt because
of their commitment to work as a redemptive force in the world. These successful efforts may stir up a desire to reach out where we live. If so, if we are willing to make some changes, God can transform us into
people and churches that reach our communities.
May 14-Missional Evangelism: Touch Broken Lives Jesus reached out to a cynical generation, and he teaches us
how to do the same. Churches that speak to the suspicions of non-believers are seeing a great return on
their work. Following the experiences of a pastor who encountered those suspicions first hand, this study
asks, How do we reach out to a cynical generation?
May 21-The Gospel, a Napkin, and Four Circles Examine a new way of expressing the gospel especially designed to explain God’s “Big Story” with diagrams simple enough to be drawn on a napkin at a coffee shop.
Today's young people do not look at the world as their parents did, so the way we express the gospel to
them needs to be rethought.
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Are you feeling overwhelmed as you try to live faithfully in a culture that seems increasingly hostile to the Christian faith?
When:

Thursday, May 18, 2017, 9:00 am

Where

Small fellowship hall at church

Book:

Good Faith - Being a Christian when Society thinks you're
Irrelevant and Extreme by David Kinnaman & Gabe Lyons

Leader:

Jerry Allen

Hostesses: Nancy Vaughn and Janice Ausbrook
This book will help you respond with compassion, clarity and confidence; discover the most significant cultural
trends; know what you believe and be able to talk about what you believe, and understand the heart behind opposing views and learn how to stay friends across differences.

GIFT CARD PROGRAM
MOTHER’S DAY is coming up! Are you going to take Mom out to dinner?
How about using a gift card and you will not only treat Mom to a nice dinner,
but you will also be providing a nice dinner for a family who could use a little
help. Win/win!! This is in addition to your everyday needs at the gas station,
grocery store, restaurants, Target, and just about any place you shop. And
don’t forget that Mom would probably love a box of Fannie May!
You may go to www.mannagroup.net – then you click on Get Started in the middle of the screen. Next
screen - click on Forms/Order Forms at the top of the page. Next screen - click on Alphabetically.
Alphabetically Browse
through and decide what gift cards you’ll be able to use that month. There are also hard copies of the Vendor List on the info table at church. You may call or email either of us or Ann and tell us what you want, or
you may just write the cards you want on a note and leave it in the box on the info table – you do NOT have
to use the computer,
computer so don’t let that deter you from ordering. Be sure to include a check made out to
HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH with GIFT CARDS marked in the memo line.
Orders and checks are due by the 1st Sunday of each month and the cards will be available on Tuesday.
May orders are due on Sunday, May 7th. If
I you are unable to attend church that day, just drop your order in
the box early or give us a call.
Questions? Give us a call – we will be happy to answer them.
Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 - jsirabian@leonettiassoc.com
Gina Vera – 847 -439-0561 - veragram@netzero.net

Looking for Volunteers:
Hope Accounting Team seeking new volunteers. Knowledge of accounting or
bookkeeping preferred, a computer with internet access and a willingness to
learn are required. Most tasks can be done from home due to Hope’s new
(State-of-the Art) internet assessable Accounting system. Promotion to future
Treasurer position on Hope’s Church Council a real possibility. Please contact
Jeff Anderson, Treasurer - Hope Lutheran Church at 847-520–7245
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Steak Dinner and Silent Auction
ALL ARE WELCOME! Come join us
for our annual fundraiser!
Proceeds benefit our
YOUTH PROGRAM events.
Saturday, May 6, 2017, 5 p.m.
Cost: $15 per person, Kids 6-12 $10,
Kids under 6 are FREE! No family pays
more than $60.

Great food! Great entertainment!
Great prizes to bid on!

Community Relations Upcoming Events:
Steak Dinner Silent Auction- Saturday May 6th
Relay For Life of Buffalo Grove-Friday/Saturday June 2nd, 2017 6pm-12am
Twin Groves Middle School

Here is the website to sign up and/or donate:
http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR/RelayForLife/RFLCY17LS?
team_id=2161155&pg=team&fr_id=81500&_ga=1.259542467.890676328.1369081091
Please consider joining our team!
iWalk for Hunger-Interfaith -Buffalo Grove-Sunday June 25th
Supper for the Shelter (PADS)-August 22nd
Blood Drive: Our fall blood drive is tentatively scheduled for 10/8 or 11/5. More information
will be coming out about the date and location.

Rebuilding by the River
The 4th Annual Interfaith Service Trip
July 3030-August 3, 2017
We will be travelling to the greater St. Louis area to Rebuild People’s homes destroyed in “the Great Flash
Flood” of December 2015. We need volunteers with all kinds of skills—whatever you can do is a valuable
contribution to the team. We will have more specifrics as the trip gets closer.
Register online at interfaithservice.blogspot.com
Donations to offset the cost of the trip are greatly appreciated.
More information is available on the bulletin board or at interfaithservice.blogspot.com
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Hard to believe that our year of scheduled youth programs are winding down. The school year may be
just about over, but our youth events do continue through June and will pick up again in late August!
To our Senior High...a big thanks to everyone who came out to New Horizons on Wednesday, April 19th to
help make care-packages for Hope’s college students. These care-packages are sent along with notes of
encouragement and arrive just prior to final exams to help make studying a little easier. Like we did the
first semester, each college student was sent 2 care packages. One to keep and one to give to a friend
with instructions to talk about their experience in youth group. This was a huge success 1st semester!
We expect 2nd semester will have the same results
On May 6th, the Youth Committee will host another Steak Dinner/Silent Auction. The congregation is
invited to attend and participate in this fun night of fellowship and friendly bidding on awesome auction
items while dining on a delicious steak dinner! Proceeds from this event help off-set costs for youth events
such as retreats, outings, Leadership Lab, meals, etc. Please mark your calendars and plan on supporting
this fun-filled evening! EVERYONE IS WELCOME!! Prices are: Adults $15, Kids 6-12 $10, Under 6,
free!! Maximum per family is $60. The event begins at 5 p.m.
The Senior High will have their last New Horizons gathering on Wednesday, May 17th. We’ll gather for a
bonfire at the Pankiewicz home for a weenie-roast and s’mores. Vegan and gluten-free options will be
available. We open this event up to current 8th graders in hopes that they’ll become active participants in
our New Horizons group, next year, as Freshmen. The address is: 20511 N. Eugene Ave., Prairie View.
Your GPS may want to call it Buffalo Grove, that’s okay. The home is at the corner of Pauline and
Eugene. We’ll gather at 6:30 and end at 9:00 p.m.
Last, current 6th-12th graders are invited to our summer retreat at our new location, Covenant Harbor in
Lake Geneva, WI. More details will be mailed home, but save the dates, June 9th-11th.
So as you can tell, this youth committee of ours is very busy building Christian Fellowship with the youth of
Hope Lutheran. If you wouldn’t mind, please keep us in prayer as we work hard to keep this ministry active and relevant to our young people. Please pray that our committee remains connected and motivated
and that our youth continue to benefit from our efforts, making a healthy and strong youth group for all.
To Reach a Generation,
Hope’s Youth Committee
Debbie Duffy, Ken Kring, Tom Meyer,
Jennie Pankiewicz, Juanita Wundsam
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RELAY FOR LIFE
We have a team signed up for this year’s Relay for Life on
Friday, June 2, 2017 at 7:00 PM.
It is a couple of weeks earlier this year, so it will not interfere with the Youth Retreat, and I hope that
we will have a significant number of our 5 to 18 year olds participating!! I would guess that it would
qualify for service hours at school, plus it is a really fun night! I believe I was the only HOPE “team” last
year, so I was kind of pathetic! When they announced the teams, they specifically pointed out that
HOPE was an apropos name for a Relay team. This is such a great event aimed at finding a cure for a
horrible disease that has touched all of us in one way or another. It is a fun night and a terrific way for
us to show our community involvement as well as get together with our own HOPE family, and participants can range from 1 to 91. Here is the website to sign up and/or donate:
http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR/RelayForLife/RFLCY17LS?
team_id=2161155&pg=team&fr_id=81500&_ga=1.259542467.890676328.1369081091
Please consider joining our team! The date is getting closer, so PLEASE check out the site!! If you have
any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Jan Sirabian

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
APRIL 2017
The Board of Trustees has several projects in process:
Awning-waiting for initial drawing
Lower level bathroom remodel-postponed *
Cabinet re-facing in lower level-postponed*
Lighting Changeover to LED in lower level, and throughout the church (almost complete)
Lawn Care Contract:
Contract
Complete. We have decided to continue our relationship with Winkelman
Expected Useful Life of Equipment-Gary
Kennedy is working on this
Equipment
Monument Sign-Working
Sign
on placing service times on sign and lighting it once again
Pub Table for Narthex:
Narthex Looking into a tall table for the Narthex to promote chatting and visiting over coffee in the Narthex area.
Montessori:
Montessori Mina was back in the hospital last week. We have a nice relationship, but we are postponing any large
projects until we can talk about where they stand with their enrollment, and plans going forward. In the meantime, we
have continued to spruce up the downstairs, and are now looking at new mirrors to replace old ones. Bathrooms and
stalls have been painted and are looking a lot better than previously.
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MISSION, MEMBERSHIP & OUTREACH
sought--after
Our vision is to have HOPE become a “destination”/safe haven for the community…and a sought
center for religious & spiritual fulfillment.
The Mission, Membership and Outreach committee is developing a Strategic MMO Plan to help us make
that vision a reality. This process began with a look at the recent surveys and materials collected during the
call process, as well as the studies done by Pastor Jim with leadership groups during and after last year’s
Council Retreat. A big "find" from the surveys suggest that HOPE members would be excited about our
church becoming as healthy a congregation as ever. Lots of exciting things to consider.
Here are some next steps in the process:
1. Helping to define a clear vision
2. Establish values and plans to help live that vision
3. Take action … make it happen
Please feel free to come to our next meeting. Monday May 1 at 6:30 pm.
We will be providing updates as they occur.

THURSDAY NIGHT MEN’S GROUP
The current study is entitled “Rebuilding the Nation”. In this study
the “nation” refers to the whole US of A…or can be
interpreted to our individual lives with the family, friends, and/or
work.
We respect the 1 hr time…and are always done by 7:30. GREAT
food…interesting discussions…please come & bring a friend.

Women’s Weekend Coffee Break
Saturday, May 20 - 10:00 a.m.—Noon
Gail’s Carriage Way
340 W. Half Day Rd., Buffalo Grove

Hannah Circle Dinner
Wednesday May 24 at:
Countyline Tavern
800 W. Lake Cook Rd.
Buffalo Grove

The Hopeful” is now available each month on our website:
www.hopelutheran-elca.org and also via email.
If you no longer wish to receive a paper copy of “The Hopeful,” please notify the church
office at the following email address: “hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net” It will then be
emailed to you in pdf format each month.
By reading the newsletter online (or printing it out yourself) you will save both on paper and
mailing costs! Don’t wait! Please contact Ann in the church office today. Thank you!
To contact the church office: hopelutheran- elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070.
Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement church-wide
via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.
To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:
pmater@aol.com

May, 2017

Page 9

1660 Checker Rd.
Long Grove, IL 60047
www.hopelutheran-elca.org

Declare God’s love.
Do God’s will.
Dance with the Spirit.

Regular Sunday Worship:
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship Service
9:45 a.m. Sunday School and Grounds for Hope Cafe
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service
Memorial Day Weekend—Sunday May 28
One Worship Service at 10:00 a.m.
No Sunday School

Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org or join
Hope on Facebook by using the link on the website or by
searching for ‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’
and then clicking on the ‘Like” button. The website and
Facebook page have updates on events at Hope, pictures
and other miscellaneous information.

