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Hope Lutheran Church
Long Grove, Illinois

Pastor Jim Andrews

Letters and Papers From Prison
On April 5, 1943, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a
German Lutheran pastor, theologian and
teacher, was arrested by the Gestapo
and thrown into prison, implicated in a
plot to assassinate Adolph Hitler; on April
9, 1945, he was executed. His book,
Letters and Papers From Prison, is a
collection of the letters, essays and
poems he wrote while in confinement.
Addressed to his parents and to a friend,
Eberhard Bethge, who collected the
writings and edited the book, they form
an extraordinary picture of a sensitive
man whose faith and dedication to
service never wavered, whose spiritual
depth enabled him to overcome the most
trying of circumstances.
He was a man of great faith, intelligence
and compassion, who understood so
well the problems of the modern world.
Resisting ease and compromise, he
continued his ministering to the other
prisoners, his firm resistance to what he
knew was wrong, and his brilliant study
in theology and ethics until his death.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer never gave up.
His writings will continue to provide
inspiration to everyone. His theological
discussions will open fresh worlds of
thought, and his life was indeed a model
from which all can benefit.
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Sunday Worship on Facebook Live:

“Help Others”
Project

On March 29 and April 5,
Pastor Jim will be providing a
Sunday morning worship message
at 11:00 a.m.
on our Facebook page.
The video messages will also remain
on the page for later viewing.
Join us remotely to worship together
in these challenging times.
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Because of the changing
conditions related to the Covid-19
virus, at the time of
publication of this newsletter,
plans for Holy Week, and Easter
worship (and breakfast) could not
be finalized. Please watch for
further announcements.
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I read this book some time ago,
but what made me think of it
was the confinement that we
are all facing in this new world filled with the Covid-19
virus. As we are not yet certain of whether or not we
will be able to meet during Holy Week or on Easter for
worship services, I wanted to share with all of you
some of Dietrich's reflections on Easter. I find them to
be most thoughtful and relevant to what we are now
experiencing:
March 27th, 1944
Perhaps I ought to send you my good wishes for Easter
already, for I have no notion how long my letters take
to reach you. In looking through Das Neue Lied (The
New Song, a book of hymn collections by Kurt Gable)
during these days, I am constantly reminded how it is
to you principally that I owe my enjoyment of the
Easter hymns. It’s a year now since I actually heard a
hymn. But the music of the inward ear can often
surpass that which we hear physically, so long as we
really concentrate. Isn’t that remarkable? Indeed,
there is something purer about it, and in a way music
acquires thereby a 'new body’! There are only a few
pieces I know well enough to be able always to hear
them inwardly, but I get on particularly well with the
Easter hymns. My appreciation of the music Beethoven
composed after he went deaf has become more
'existential’, and in particular, the great variation from
Opus III.
DEATH AND RESURRECTION
Speaking of Easter, do we not attach more importance
nowadays to the act of dying than to death itself?
We are much more concerned with getting over the act

of dying than with being victorious over death. Socrates
mastered the art of dying; Christ overcame death as
the last enemy (1 Corinthians 15.27). There is a real
difference between the two things. The one is within
human capacity, the other implies resurrection. We
need not ‘ars moriendi’, (two Latin texts which offer
advice on the protocols and procedures of a good
death,) the art of dying, but the resurrection of Christ
to invigorate and cleanse the world today. Here is the
answer to Archimedes’ statement, “Give me somewhere
to stand and I will move the earth”. What a tremendous
difference it would make if a few people really believed
and acted upon that. To live in the light of the resurrection — that is the meaning of Easter. Do you not also find
that so few people seem to know what light it is they live
by? This perturbatio animorum (disturbance of spirit) is
exceedingly common. It is an unconscious waiting for the
word of deliverance, though the time is hardly ripe yet for
it to be heard. But the time will come, and perhaps this
Easter is one of the last chances we shall have to prepare
ourselves for our future task. I hope you will be able to
enjoy it despite all the hardships you are having to bear.
Good-bye, I must close now.
With all my heart, your Dietrich.
“I hope you will be able to enjoy it despite all the hardships you are having to bear.” Fortunately, though it may
feel as if we are imprisoned to a certain degree, we do
have the freedom to celebrate Christ’s resurrection.
While we may not know in what manner that will take
place this year, we do know where our eternal future lies.
Stay safe and healthy my friends. We will keep you
abreast of how we will plan for Holy Week and Easter as
this new drama unfolds.
With all my heart, Pastor Jim.

Grounds for Hope Café
Will return with a new study when conditions allow.
Watch for further announcements.
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Home Delivery Ministry
In light of the suggestions that have been made to shelter-in-place, self-quarantine, and keep
a safe distance due to the Covid-19 outbreak, some of our Hope members have volunteered
to begin a new ministry. This is available to members of our congregation and others in our
local communities that may be having difficulty in getting out to shop for essentials such as
food items, personal hygiene products, or household cleaning items. Some of those are the
elderly, others may be people who have had recent surgeries, those going through rehab, or
who do not have transportation at this time.
We have in our congregation people who are willing to deliver these types of items to your
door, free of charge! If this is a service that you could use, or if you have a
neighbor, friend, or family member who may have no way of getting out to shop, please
contact Laura Andrews or Nate Schuller with a reasonable list of items that you are in need
of and they will gather as many of these items as they can and their team of volunteers
will deliver them to your door. You will not have to worry about making physical contact
needlessly, the volunteer will call before arriving, will then ring your bell and leave the items
at your door. In the event that you need help carrying items into your home, arrangements
can be made for that as well. One other item of note is that we have access to some gently
used baby and young children's clothing items that can also be delivered. Call Laura to learn
more about items that are possibly available.
In addition, we are asking all of you to be on the lookout for people in our community who
are in need of this type of service. Ask around, check up on your neighbors. This is a time
when as faithful, compassionate Christians, we need to keep an eye out for those who might
be in need around us, if only for a comforting word of reassurance.
Please do not hesitate to contact Laura or Nate.
They are doing this out of love.
Contact information:
Nate Schuller: 847-212-9535, neschuller@outlook.com or
Laura Andrews: 708-372-6744, loralee20@aol.com

Hey everybody! Since we seem to have a lot of extra time on our hands, please take the opportunity to fill out the Worship & Music Survey! It can be found on our website at
www.hopelutheran-elca.org; click on Home and Quicklinks to find the survey. Thank you !
Worship & Music Committee

April Membership Anniversaries
NAME:
Bill & Janice Ausbrook
Joyce Bremer
Dale & Gloria Heilman
Carol Johnson
Dianna Larson & family
Paul & Pam Lugthart & family
Bob & Sandy Page
Steve & Diana Schmid

YEARS AS A MEMBER OF HOPE:
42
42
42
42
42
13
42
34
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The April meeting of the Book Nook has been cancelled, as well
as the scheduled May breakfast.
The group will start meeting again in September after the usual
summer hiatus.
Please add to your summer reading list the book “An Extra Mile” by
Sharon Garlough Brown—the last in the “Sensible Shoes” series. This
will be the book selection for the September 10 meeting, at which the
schedule for next season will be prepared.
If you have any suggestions of books for the group, please email them to
Andie at andievs@comcast.net

Thursday evening Men's Study:

Hannah Circle
is scheduled to meet
April 28, 2020
7:00 p.m.
At Robin Wheeler’s home
Watch for announcements of schedule changes.
Contact Debbie Duffy with any questions.

“Great food…
good fellowship…
fun discussions”
All men are welcome!
Join us at 6:30 p.m. each week.
As of March 26, this group’s meetings are
suspended until further notice.
Watch your email for announcements of
when meetings will resume.
Contact Tom Clark with any questions.

Women’s Retreat
Save the Date!
The women’s retreat has been held the end of January for a very long
time. Next year, however, we are going to break the tradition!
Geneva National has been the perfect place for our retreat. Not too far away, large kitchen for our chefs,
a large meeting room to accommodate all of us and places for quiet for those that want to read, work or
reflect.
Because of all the activities that occur in the Lake Geneva area, Geneva National drastically increased the
rates for that weekend. The committee felt that the women would not want to spend nearly an extra $100
for the rooms over the weekend. The rates were less later in the winter.
Next year’s retreat will be held on March 12-14. It will already be daylight savings time and the probability
of harsh weather and large snowstorms is greatly reduced. Plus, it won’t be Super Bowl Sunday!
The committee hopes that you will put this date in your calendar now so that you are able to join us next
year.
Your Sister in Christ,
Lynne Schneider

April 2020

Page 5

HLC Youth Corner - April 2020
Well, hasn’t this been an interesting few weeks? I’m sure it will remain in our memories for quite some
time. COVID-19 has high-jacked our lives and the lives of our students. No meetings at church, no youth
group (no bacon), no prom, no state tournaments, and a shift to online learning. Traded for this we have
an opportunity for greater family time, increased bonding, and creative ways to make positive memories for
ourselves and our kids while at home. Our family has been learning new recipes, re-watching favorite movies, building forts in the house, and taking long walks to our local drive-through coffee shop to help support
our small businesses.
“For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind” - 2 Timothy
1:7 (NKJV)
Almost every person in our world goes through moments when they are paralyzed by fear. There was a
Bible story I was reading the other day about a guy named Gideon, who was really not that much different
than you or me. The story starts in Judges 6. God had given His people, the Israelites, rule over a group of
people called the Midianites. But the Midianites weren’t really fond of that. Read - Judges 6-7 to learn more
about Gideon’s story.
What I learned from Gideon’s story was fear is nothing new. Fear has been around as long as people have
been around. But fear is not from God. Fears are what we can face with God. Maybe you have had some
moments in life when everything seems to be going the wrong way, but maybe that is just God’s way of
loading you up to launch you. God has already given you strength for victory in your life. Trust God, listen
to God, and believe God. And watch how God will use you to change the world around you.
Stay home, stay safe, stay healthy, stay connected with each other and stay connected with God. Looking
forward to seeing our students soon via our new online format on Zoom.
Shalom my friends, shalom
Ben Graham

Pub Chats
Wednesday evenings, a couple of times a month,
at Woodfire Tavern in Long Grove
(or on Zoom video meetings)
New study: “Acts: Learning from the Apostles”
At first glance, it seems as though Jesus asks impossible demands of us. However, a close look at the
Book of Acts lets us know that we are not left alone with his commands. He gives us his own Spirit to
supply the power and strength to do what he asks. This five-session study will show us how to tap into
that power. It discusses how to live life with passion, get off to a good start, worship through our trials,
and keep a proper perspective.
Pub Chats will return starting Wednesday, April 22 at 7:00 p.m. If we are able, we will continue to
meet at Woodfire Tavern in Long Grove. If not, the group will meet via Zoom video meeting.
Materials and invitation to the Zoom meeting will be emailed to attendees on Sunday, April 19th.
If you would like to be part of the group, please contact Ann in the church office:
hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net
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I’m going to say something controversial: I praise God for our current situation. I do not mean that I am
happy about those who are suffering or dying, or those whose jobs are at risk. But I mean that out of this
tribulation, we can find renewed strength and joy. 2 Corinthians 12: 10 says:
10 That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions,
in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.
And Romans 8:28 (my confirmation verse) says:
28

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been
called according to his purpose.
So while the current state of affairs is obviously not what we would otherwise wish for, I believe it is something God has placed
before us for our overall benefit. The virus has resulted in our regular church services being temporarily suspended. Since I have
been writing for several years now about the benefits of communal worship, I find it personally difficult to see the good in this
particular aspect of our situation. However, as usual, I find support in the writings of my hero, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who wrote
this:
“It is easily forgotten that the fellowship of Christian brethren is a gift of grace, a gift of the Kingdom of God that any day may be
taken from us, that the time that still separates us from utter loneliness may be brief indeed. Therefore, let him who until now
has had the privilege of living a common Christian life with other Christians praise God’s grace from the bottom of his heart. Let
him thank God on his knees and declare: It is grace, nothing but grace, that we are allowed to live in community with Christian
brethren.”
― Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together
Thus, the absence of communal worship results in a renewed appreciation for the time we have together. As they say: Absence
makes the heart grow fonder. And so, to start with, I praise God for each and every one of you, and the small part of the Kingdom of God that we enjoy here at Hope. Bonhoeffer may not have realized that just a few years later, his ability to gather “in
community with Christian brethren” would be cut short by his arrest and eventual execution at the hands of the Nazis. But his
pure joy in the fellowship of other Christians is something I hope we all share. Perhaps when we return from this brief interruption we will experience a renewed awareness of the beauty of worshiping together, an indirect benefit of the virus.
Our ability to gather together physically is now being restricted by government health and safety regulation. Even before the
Governor’s order however, the Church Council had decided to suspend worship services. This decision was reached after extensive, thoughtful discussion among the Council members, which is yet another thing for which I thank and praise God. Each and
every person on the Church Council gave prayerful consideration to all aspects of the situation, and it was clear that God’s hand
was present in the discussion. So there’s another benefit of our current tribulation: it enhances our decision-making capabilities.
The Worship & Music Committee was originally going to live-stream an abridged version of our worship services, with music and
message only. However, the Governor has decreed that we are not “essential,” and must therefore stay home instead of gathering together. (I think we are all essential, no matter what the Governor says.) Up to the time of the shelter-in-place order, we
had received excellent technical assistance from members of White Stone Church in setting up our live-stream. So there’s another thing to be thankful for: an opportunity to work together with our “roommates” to further the Kingdom. But since the State
decided we couldn’t do that, we were able to set up a Facebook Live presentation for Pastor Andrews (Ann Wood knocked herself out getting this set up, so if you get a chance tell her thanks,) and on Sunday 3/22 we went virtual for the first time ever. We
had 37 people join us on line, so there are two more things to be thankful for: our ability to get something set up quickly when
the need arises, and our ability to maintain our closeness without being physically close.
We will, of course, plan to gather together in person as soon as conditions permit. In the meantime, Pastor Jim has also been
sending out email devotionals on a regular basis and the Church office has been forwarding various resources as they become
available (I like the coloring sheets a lot!) There’s yet another thing to be thankful for: new opportunities to study and focus on
God’s Word.
Most importantly, we need to love and pray for each other and the family we have here together. There’s no way a little thing
like a virus is going to interrupt the presence of God at Hope Lutheran Church. Our theme for this year is “Love One Another as I
Have Loved You.” John 13:34. This is the greatest strength that we can gain from our momentary troubles: let’s keep one another in mind, pray for one another, and continue to worship God in this place, even if it’s not a physical building. Peace.
Chuck Johnson, Worship & Music Director †♫
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HOPE MOM Committee News
SPOOKTACULAR—PLEASE HOLD ASIDE “after church” on Oct 11 or the 18th for the 2020 Spooktacular. This is
Hope’s premier event. While we have not had a discussion on this yet, we are set with the HEADLESS HORSEMAN,
PETTING PONIES, BOUNCIES and the “FRIGHT TUNNEL”…and hopefully we will be able to offer the TRUNK or
TREAT, & YUMMY FOOD, FACE PAINTING, PUMPKIN DECORATING, & perhaps cookie decorating as well.
As was planned with the Easter Family Party, the entire HOPE FAMILY of occupants will be invited for the start immediately following the service. ALL + Whitestone, the Church of Eternal Hope, Montessori, the Scouts, the Asian
bi-lingual school, the art classes and also Advantara.
We WILL open the SPOOKTACULAR to the general community from 12:30-2:00…but will not turn away any guest if
they stop by early (which wouldn’t be surprising since there is so much activity going on outside).
Beyond events… some of the ideas from the past:
*Building a greeter community * Expand Family Ministries
* Formulate a new member program *Sand Volleyball Court * Bonfires *
Coffee Nook * Guys cooking group * “Sons of Abraham *Outdoor Movie night
* More?
MOMs original operating philosophy was as follows:

To have HOPE be known as a place where all are welcome
to learn, explore and grow in the Christian faith

NEW MOM Director This is the 4th & last year of my leading the MOM group. Church rules prohibit me from serving
beyond 4 years. So we would like to find a new MOM leader. Its a cool role. Neatest aspect of this committee is that
it has pretty much free-reign to help define HOPE for the community and HOPEs members.
If the new MOM committee wishes to continue with an event such as the SPOOKTACULAR, I will be happy to oversee
that for the committee, and if it is decided to allocate funds elsewhere, that is just fine with me. I am here to be of
whatever help is needed. TC

Hope Women’s ‘Help Others’ Project
Each Sunday Pastor Jim reminds us to remember the poor. Here is your chance to do that.
The Women of Hope will do several service projects throughout the year beginning with the Retreat in January and
we need the help of the congregation. We are collecting personal hygiene items and cleaning supplies for these
projects. These items include:
Kleenex
Laundry Detergent
Bandages
Toilet Paper
Bath Soap
Toothbrushes
Paper Towels
Shampoo
Toothpaste
Windex
Deodorant
Socks
All-Purpose Cleaner
Kitchen Trash Bags
Feminine Products
All items can be full or travel size and can be purchased at dollar stores. Cash donations are also welcome to purchase additional items needed.
Please purchase a couple of items each week when you shop and drop them off in the box in the Narthex when you
come on Sunday. Each item will be a blessing to the person that receives it and will help them on their journey in
life.
Thank you in advance for your generosity and for helping the Women of Hope to provide this important ministry.
For information or to answer any questions, please contact Lynne Schneider at 847-565-8263 or
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APRIL PRE-SCHOOLERS BOOK DRIVE
Hope is partnering with others in the Northwest Suburban Interfaith Council to obtain books for pre-schoolers for
free dispersal as an aid in literacy, especially among those less fortunate.
What is the problem??....
1. 1 in 4 children before kindergarten grow up without learning how to read.
2. Students who do not read proficiently by the 3rd grade are more likely to drop out of school.
3. Nearly 85% of those in juvenile court cannot read above 4th grade level.
4. More than 75% of those in jail cannot read above a 4th grade level.
5. By the age of 5 the average child from a low-income family recognizes 9 letters in the alphabet compared to 22
letters for a child from a middle-class family.
6. Those children from welfare families who can read at the 4th grade level by 4th grade will have a better than 90%
chance of graduating high school.
These books will be handed out at food pantries, places of worship and other designated facilities for people in need.
We will be empowering these young children through their parent(s) and a means to
assure them access to the early learning opportunities they deserve.
Please consider donating preschool age appropriate books (new or used) in the box in
the narthex during April. Any book (even religious) will be used.
Thank you.
Jeff Whitehead
Director, Community Relations
2020 will be the third year Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd in Prospect Heights has partnered
with Journeys the Road Home and been a summer PADS site. Each Wednesday evening from May 1st
through September 30th we host 40 men, women and children for a hot dinner and a safe secure place
to sleep. In the morning we provide breakfast and a sack lunch.
We are looking for volunteer support in our community outreach. This support can be in the form of
volunteering to work a “shift” or by providing food for a breakfast, lunch or dinner.
Volunteers needed for Wednesday evenings include:
Set up - 5:30 pm - 7:00 pm (requires laying out mattress pads, pillows, linens)
Kitchen - 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm (warming food, setting up serving area, serving food, dish washing)
Monitors 1st shift - 7:00 pm - 11:00 pm (preferably 1 male and 1 female)
Monitors 2nd shift - 11:00 pm - 3:00 am Thurs. (preferably 1 male and 1 female; prepare sack lunchs)
Monitors 3rd shift - 3:00 am Thurs. - 7:00 am Thurs. (preferably 1 male and 1 female; help with cleanup)
All volunteers must have attended a 30 - 45 minute orientation. All orientation sessions are held at the HOPE Center 1140 E.
Northwest Highway, Palatine, IL. and the next sessions are:
Wednesday, March 18th 6:30pm
Saturday, March 28th 10:00am
Tuesday, April 7th 6:30pm
Saturday, April 18th 10:00am
Wednesday, April 29th 6:30pm
Additional assistance might be in the form of food donations to provide the breakfast, lunch, or dinner each week. Breakfasts
include such things as cold cereal, fruit, hard boiled eggs, protein bars, etc. Sack lunches include sandwiches, fruit, chips, cookies, etc. Dinners have two hot entrees, sides, salad, dessert, etc.
If you are interested in helping us with this community outreach in any way please contact Nancy Krieg at 847 - 537 - 4353.

April 2020

GIFT CARD PROGRAM
DUE TO THE CURRENT UNCERTAINTY
CONCERNING COVID-19,
WE ARE GOING TO SKIP THE GIFT
CARD ORDER FOR APRIL –
HOPEFULLY THINGS WILL BE MORE NORMAL BY MAY,
AND WE WILL PLACE AN ORDER ON MAY 3, 2020
Questions? Give us a call – we will be happy to answer
them.
Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 - jsirabian@leonettiassoc.com
Gina Vera – 847 -439-0561 – gvera0908@gmail.com
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The Northwest Suburban Interfaith Council
is collecting new socks
for men, women and children
for distribution to our homeless neighbors
in the Northwest Suburbs.
Men’s socks are needed the most.
They will be sent to the PADS locations at
Kingswood Methodist Church in Buffalo Grove and
United Church of Christ in Arlington Heights.
Please help us fill the box!
Collection will take place in February and March.
Please help those less fortunate
with a pair of new socks.

2020 RELAY FOR LIFE
WHEN: SATURDAY, JUNE 20, 2020 – 3:00 PM to 10:00 PM
WHERE: TWIN GROVES MIDDLE SCHOOL
The date is getting closer, so I hope that you will mark your calendars for June 20th to participate in HOPE’S
Relay for Life Team. I guarantee that you will have a fun time and will feel a sense of accomplishment in
being a part of this event that gets us closer to a cure for a horrible disease that affects us all in one way or
another. Relay for Life is a great way for us to connect with our community and serve others as well. If
you are unable to attend the event, please consider making a donation in honor or in memory of someone
touched by this disease. If you cannot make a donation, please say a prayer for our team and for all those
affected by this disease.
If you have a scheduling conflict, please do not feel it is necessary for you to be there for the entire event.
We will be just as happy to see you for 15 minutes as for the entire event. Perhaps you would like to join to
support and raise funds in honor of a friend or family member battling cancer. You might want to join to
honor someone and raise funds in memory of someone who has lost that battle. Luminarias are just $10 in
honor or memory of someone and will be placed around the track for the very moving ceremony at 10:00
PM.
Here is the link to the HOPE Lutheran Church Relay Team website:
http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR?fr_id=89095&pg=team&team_id=2280853
PLEASE JOIN OUR TEAM FOR A FUN NIGHT AND A VERY WORTHWHILE CAUSE –
PLEASE CONTACT ME WITH ANY QUESTIONS YOU MAY HAVE.
JANET SIRABIAN
847-533-8700
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Dear friends,
I applaud Pastor Andrews’ campaign to share with us a devotional for each day of this pandemic
crisis. Like you, I’ll take what’s given me. This article is my opportunity to contribute something to
the community though it will not be as easy as talking about a new piece of music. What is there to
say in the context of this pandemic that does not sound superficial? Or trivial?
A piece of me wants to talk about the experience of seeing humanity on it’s best behavior: the neighbor from across
the street who came and knocked on our door to check up on us, to see how we are holding together, to ask if there
was anything he could do to help us, a chore, some shopping. I’m sure you have similar stories to tell, either on the
receiving end or on the giving end.
Wait. There is something I want to share: the fearsome realization that this pandemic is taking away from us exactly
what we need the most. Let me share the back-story first. On September 11, 2001, I arrived at my office at Holy
Trinity Lutheran Church in Lombard at the usual time. But I quickly discovered that nothing was “usual” that day.
Images of airliners crashing into the World Trade Center buildings, the realization that terrorism was now the
order of the day, immediately overwhelmed everything else. Quick phone calls to family to offer reassurances,
conversations with parishoners who arrived at their church seeking solace, a simple service of prayer for office staff
and those hanging around were first priority.
Then the realization that we would hold a prayer service that evening and invite the entire community. My vicar
and I sketched out a plan, started to work the phones, lined up assisting ministers and musicians and ushers, and
then it dawned on me that I needed to write a sermon, immediately. That turned out to be cathartic. And that
evening Holy Trinity people and a sizeable number of community neighbors were in the Nave and it was a telling,
inspiring worship experience. God was on the loose among us that evening as we were together. The Holy Trinity
community sat next to their Catholic, Presbyterian, Sihk and Buddhist neighbors (our Muslim neighbors were, sadly,
fearful of retaliation and stayed away). And that experience of worship, of community, of shared grief and fear and
hope and the passionate desire to avoid hatred is precisely what this coronavirus pandemic is denying to us now.
Social distancing becomes the phenomenon which will save thousands and thousands of lives. And social distancing
means that we cannot be in the same holy room together singing, praying, reading scripture, supporting and
encouraging each other. Life, this time around, demands separation. And that, I fear, is the one thing we lose that
is unbearable. The news that is too good to be true but is true nonetheless is what passes among God’s people and
what bridges the chasm between God’s people and the world, but distance impedes the sharing of that news. In this
new and fearsome future people of faith will need to find new ways to communicate that Good News of hope that
yet preserves life.
Maybe a good place to start is to go out your front door, cross the street, ring the bell, step back six feet and offer
an elderly neighbor that which is both humanity at its best and faithfulness to God at its best. Though you will do
that by yourself, God will be with you. And everyone who is part of Hope Lutheran Church’s community will be with
you as well. Someday, in a world scarred by pandemic and just beginning to crawl out of the pit we will be together
on a Sunday morning. And I doubt any of us are going to be able to find easy excuses to stay home on a Sunday
morning ever again.
And one final plea. In our prayers let us not forget those who congregate daily around the sick to provide care,
treatment, support, and closure. Doctors, nurses, NP’s, EMT’s, clinicians, researchers, scientists, factory workers
struggling to provide desparately needed medical supplies, and the service personnel (read those who will drive
the trucks to deliver supplies and those who sanitize and mop the floors of hospitals), and first-responders – police,
sheriffs, deputies, fire-fighters. Pray without ceasing for those whose calling means they place their lives and their
loved ones lives in danger to protect and preserve the lives of others. May God bless all of them, and may God bless
all of us.
Robert Braband, Contemporary Worship Music Leader
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1660 Checker Rd.
Long Grove, IL 60047
www.hopelutheran-elca.org

Declare God’s love.
Do God’s will.
Dance with the Spirit.

Sunday Worship on Facebook Live:
On March 29 and April 5, Pastor Jim will be providing a
Sunday morning worship message at 11:00 a.m.
on our Facebook page.
The video messages will also remain on the page for later viewing.
Join us remotely to worship together in these challenging times.
Because of the changing
conditions related to the Covid-19 virus, at the time of
publication of this newsletter, plans for Holy Week, and
Easter worship (and breakfast) could not be finalized.
Please watch for further announcements.
Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org
Join Hope on Facebook by using the link on the website or by searching
for ‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’ and then clicking on the ‘Like”
button. The website and Facebook page have updates on events at Hope,
pictures and other miscellaneous information.
To contact the church office: hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070.
Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement
church-wide via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.
To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:
pmater@aol.com

