The Hopeful
Hope Lutheran Church
Long Grove, Illinois

Pastor Jim Andrews

Many moons ago, when I was in grade
school, I learned how to play the clarinet.
When the chance for musical instruction in
my school became available, I made up my
mind that I would play the saxophone. My
parents agreed that it would be good for
me to learn an instrument but warned me
that if they were going to pay for the
instrument and the lessons, then I had
better take this all seriously. I begged and
pleaded, and we agreed that I could meet
with the new band director and sign up.
Excitedly, I met with the director, Mr.
Dougherty and told him of my desire to
play the saxophone. That was the moment
that my hopes and dreams began to
unravel. I was told that they already had
enough saxophonists signed up, but that
maybe I should try the clarinet, for after
all, it was very nearly the same as playing
the saxophone. The fingering was almost
the same! I have to admit that I was
crushed, and in short order, I became an
indifferent musician.
At first, I practiced regularly, but I soon
came to realize that it just wasn’t the
same. It didn’t sound like a saxophone!
Before long, I lost my enthusiasm to
practice, and therefore seldom did. I guess
my progress revealed that to my director
as I was demoted to the second chair
clarinet section.
But then one day Mr. Dougherty surprised
me with an alternate suggestion.
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Our series of special worship opportunities
for Lent continues during Holy Week:
Palm Sunday March 28—8:30 and 11:00 a.m.
Maundy Thursday April 1—7:00 p.m.
Good Friday April 2—7:00 p.m.
Easter Sunday April 4—8:30 and 11:00 a.m.
See Page 3 for more details

We are worshipping
publicly once again
at Hope.
See page 3 for more
information.
All worship services will
continue to be live-streamed on our
Facebook page, and will also remain
on the page for later viewing.
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He needed to add a bass clarinetist
and had remembered my disappointment in not being able to play the
sax. He reasoned, “It looks just like a
saxophone!” So out of curiosity, I switched. And I took up
practicing more diligently, playing all the way through my
sophomore year in high school. But by then, the drums
had become my new passion and man did I love practicing
those! Much to the consternation of my poor mother!
So while a career as a professional musician eventually
passed me by, I nonetheless learned something very
important through all my trials and errors. If a person
wishes to gain a skill, there is really no other way than
to actually doing that thing. Study and practice and
be persistent. Keep failing and trying again, gaining
experience, and refining your skills through constant
repetition. It may be tedious and you may never reach
the goal you have set, but without making the constant
attempt, you will never realize any gain but the most
rudimentary skills, and most certainly will gain no
satisfaction or a sense of accomplishment in the
experience.
My point in bringing up this little bit of ancient history is
to point out how often I have encountered people who
don’t heed this lesson. I most especially see this in the
spiritual lives of many. As a pastor, I have talked with a
number of people about their spiritual lives, and quite
often they reveal feelings of grave discontent over that
part of their lives. I sense their strong yearning to feel
something more. Some try to find their answers in trying
out new spiritual practices, such as centering prayer,
meditation, taking prayer walks, even the silliness of
crystals. While others seek the wisdom of authors of
various spiritual books—both Christian and those of
mystics. And while some of these may be helpful, I often
need to caution them in the ways that some of these can
take them down some slippery paths.

been distant from us when it may be quite the opposite.
Often times, we have been the distant one. And then
when it is pointed out, we’re surprised and can even feel
defensive that we could possibly be our own problem. For
someone who would choose to be a Christian, there is no
substitute for practicing their faith, particularly if they
hope to grow in it. And we most certainly cannot expect
to grow and mature as Christians if we try to ignore the
basics of our faith.
All of this has a very practical and timely application. Our
observance of Holy Week is upon us. It is the time in our
church calendar when the Gospel message of God’s love
for us is most significantly and powerfully declared. It is
the time when we encounter not only our own sinfulness,
but more profoundly, we are overcome with God’s unfathomable love for us – a love so great that God Himself
bore the cost of our salvation. We hear those words so
often that I think we’ve become desensitized to them.
They express the most astonishing mystery of God’s
grace, a mercy beyond our human comprehension, a gift
far beyond our grasp.
The services of Holy Week, from Palm Sunday through
Easter Day, are a profound pilgrimage as we re-live that
story of the mighty work of our God. They stand before
us as the love of God made apparent in the most tangible
of ways. Year after year I and many of my colleagues
encourage participation in those services. At times I know
that we sound like broken records due to the Covid
pandemic, but please, please don’t let that be the case.
The frequency and earnestness of our invitation is
precisely because it is a matter of such importance.

So I invite you, I encourage you, pandemic aside, to make
this Holy Week a priority in your life. We have done our
utmost to preserve your safety and good health, and will
continue to take extra precautions at this time. Encounter
God as we take this journey together. We will pray. We
will worship. We will be nourished by His Most Precious
Body and Blood. We will marvel at what God has done for
In any event, the one thing that I see time and time
us – even while we were yet estranged from Him – even
again is that basic fundamentals are tossed aside while
when this pandemic has driven us so far apart. And
nourishment is sought elsewhere. In conversation with
together, we will seek God’s grace that we may follow
some, when I ask about their prayer life, or their church
Him more and more all the days of our lives. Please don’t
attendance, they often respond that they don’t get much
neglect such a wonderful opportunity; please make use of
out of that, they tell me that it leaves them feeling dry or
these means to grow in your faith, to deepen your comdistant. They don’t feel the connection. In my mind, if you
mitment, to draw closer to your church community again,
don’t reach out talk to someone, whether with God or
and most importantly, to draw closer to the One who is
with a fellow church goer, and if you don’t make more of
the Way and the Truth and the Life.
an attempt to reach out to them, you can hardly expect to
Blessings to you all. Happy Easter!
have a very satisfying relationship with God or with that
fellow member. We may feel that God or the church have Pastor Jim
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Worship Schedule:
Join us in person or remotely, to worship together.
HOPE will continue to live-stream our worship services
on Facebook live.
The video messages will also remain on the page for later
viewing.
Sunday mornings:
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship, with hymns and sung liturgy
9:45 a.m. Education Hour
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship, with music from the Praise Team

Our series of special worship opportunities for Lent continues during Holy Week:
Palm Sunday—March 28—8:30 and 11:00 a.m.
Maundy Thursday—April 1—7:00 p.m.
Good Friday—April 2—7:00 p.m.
Easter Sunday—April 4—8:30 and 11:00 a.m.
All services will be held publicly, and will also be live-streamed on Facebook Live.
These worship services will continue our Lenten theme “God’s Love is Shown”.
This worship series for the season of Lent delves into the rich
and diverse aspects of our Lord’s love for us shown most clearly in the
life, suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus. Each service focuses
specifically on a meaningful descriptor of God’s love and applies that

description to the words and actions of our Lord who is God’s love
incarnate come down to save us.

Restoring Hope
Based on guidance from the State of Illinois and the Centers for Disease Control, public
worship services at Hope have resumed, effective January 31, 2021 .
Our area is currently in Phase 4 Mitigation of the Governor’s Restore Illinois Plan, in which
gatherings of up to 50 people are permitted, with appropriate social distancing and hygiene
protocols in place.









All are encouraged to use their own discretion in deciding when to resume attendance.
Services will continue to live-stream on our Facebook page, for those who wish to participate remotely.
We encourage general hygiene to protect the health of all who attend: hand sanitizer will be available,
the church spaces cleaned regularly, and communal-use objects such as hymnals will be removed.
Masks and Social distancing will be required in the church building.
We encourage silent recitation and singing during worship.
Communion will be served by individual kits containing the elements.
Offering will be collected by dropping into a basket while exiting the sanctuary.
Bathrooms will be open, but all are encouraged to limit use to one person at a time.
For more information, please visit the Worship page on our website:
http://www.hopelutheran-elca.org/page/180021331/180111547/Worship

Page 4

April 2021

Hannah Circle meets on
Tuesday, April 27
7:00 p.m. on Zoom

The Zoom link will be sent out by email—if you
would like to participate,
contact Debbie Duffy or Renee Clark.

Thursday evening Men's Study:
Meetings are now being held
via Zoom,
every Thursday 6:30 p.m.
Zoom link will be provided via
email.
If you are interested in joining, contact Tom Clark :
tomclark1519@gmail.com

Pub Chats
Wednesday evenings, a couple of times a month,
on Zoom video meetings
New Study starting in April:
“1 Peter: Walk the Talk”
Transformation—the process of becoming holy—begins in your mind. We will see in this
seven-session Bible study that the apostle Peter shows us how to begin to think differently,
which will radically affect our behavior. We all make split-second decisions in any given
moment to do right or wrong. To choose right, we must learn to be obedient to God, which
will give us an appetite for being good. This kind of obedience will create a radical change in
our relationships, so that our quality of life will improve. Finally, we will learn how to prepare
for suffering that inevitably comes to everyone, as we trust a loving God who has promised to
take care of us.
April 7: Session One: The Battle for Holiness
April 21: Session Two: When I Don't Feel Like Being Good
May 5: Session Three: An Appetite for Being Good
May 19: Session Four: Refuse to Get Revenge
June 2: Session Five: Learn to Live in Peace
June 16: Session Six: Get Ready for a Rough Ride
June 30: Session Seven: You're in Good Hands
Study materials and Zoom meeting link will be emailed to participants. If you would like to
join the group, email Ann in the church office: hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net
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An Acronym Gone Bad
Remember the “What Would Jesus Do?” movement? A few years ago it was really big. The
central question people were asking themselves was simple: “If Christians are supposed to be
following Jesus, why aren’t they making more of an impact in their daily lives?” The movement’s
answer was to imagine what everyday life might be like if all of us simply talked and acted more
like Jesus. Well, that would change everything - especially if we took a Taco Bell burrito, blessed
it, and fed a stadium full of people with it. But, by any measure, the WWJD movement didn’t
change everything.
Maybe the ‘Christian’ lives we think we’re living are actually disconnected from who Jesus really
is. It’s fine to imagine what we think Jesus might do when a friend betrays us or the test comes
back with a ‘D’ on it or we break a finger in a fluke accident right before the big game, but really the
whole thing desperately depends on how well we really know the true Jesus, doesn’t it? Here’s
something I heard the other day: We can miss Jesus entirely by arrogantly assuming that our
imagined responses to a partially understood Jesus mean that we’re really following Jesus.
Peace,
Ben
The Youth Group will be meeting
in person In the large Fellowship hall
Sundays at 9:45 am
We will continue to meet via Zoom
Sundays at 7:00pm

In person Youth
S’more cook out
March 28th, 2021 5pm
Weather
permitting

Grounds For Hope Café: New Bible Study Beginning April 11: ANGELS
Have you ever wondered: Do angels have wings? Do they watch over us? Do we become
angels after we die? In this Christianity Today Bible study, ANGELS, 8 intriguing studies by
Douglas Connelly (M.Div. and M.Th., Grace Theological Seminary and senior pastor at
Parkside Community Church in Sterling Heights, Michigan) explore what the Bible really
says about angels, including their service to God and their ministry to people.
The 8 topics to be explored are: Burning in God's Presence; Angels Among Us; Jesus and the Angels;
Dealing with Demons; The Battle Against Us; Angels and Guidance; Guarded by Angels; and
Discerning the Spirits.
If you are interested in joining this virtual study on zoom, please contact Pastor Jim or the church office by
phone or email and your 8-week study guide will be e-mailed to you along with the continuous zoom link.
These 1-hour studies take place between our 2 Sunday worship services, beginning at 9:45 and ending at
10:45. Be an Angel and sign up soon! Pastor Jim: jamesandrews16@aol.com
When: Thursday, April 8 2021, 9:30 a.m.
Where: Virtual meeting on Zoom
Book:

“Our Souls At Night” by Kent Haruf

A delightful and sweet story that offers insights into aging. Two seniors are experiencing loneliness since the death of
spouses. As a couple, they grow together as they relive regrets, have fun times together, share wisdom that comes
with age, and experience changes. The last book Kent Haruf wrote before his death.
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STEWARDSHIP UPDATE
Submitted by Gina Vera gvera0908@gmail.com 847-962-4815
Stewardship Survey: Look for a survey in your email about the middle
of April. This electronic survey will be sent out three times a year in April,
August, and November as an ongoing version of the previously annual
Time and Talent Survey. Each survey will be adapted to address the
immediate needs of the congregation and highlight seasonal activities
available to members every four months. It should take you only 5-10
minutes to complete.

April Stanley Video:
Last chance to send in Stanley pictures! Looks like Stanley’s farewell video will be released the week after
Easter. Please send pictures by April 7.
Sanctuary Decoration: Thank you to Vivian and Gene Sekel, Paula Weglarz,
Lisa Williams, Carol Johnson, Kathy Whitehead, Jenna Schoeneman, and Joe
Peplow for helping with the heart decorations.
It’s not too late to color “Alleluia” butterflies to decorate the sanctuary for
Easter. You have the option of a single page butterfly or a four panel
butterfly. You can print copies with the links below or pick up copies from the
orange folder in the narthex. Please drop off your colored, cut out butterflies in the same orange folder by
Friday, April 2.
Single Page Butterfly Link Four Panel Butterfly Link

Gift Cards (Order Form Link): Next order placed on Easter Sunday, April 4.
See Vivian Sekel’s MOM newsletter article for a way to support both Sue’s Food Pantry and the gift card
program at the same time! April and May proceeds will purchase chicks and roosters from ELCA Good
Gifts.
We are thankful for the
wonderful response to
our Mom gift card Easter
program. Many families in
need will appreciate our
gifts. There is still time to
make a gift card donation.
You may mail or drop them off to the church office.
Easter is also a great time to share and welcome
our neighbors, friends and family to join in
Hope Lutheran Church’s Easter week services—
in person and on Facebook.
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Women of Hope
It has been over a year since our last retreat and this year’s retreat was scheduled for early March and had to be
postponed until next year. I know we all missed the fellowship, bible studies and of course, the delicious food!
We are planning an event during May which will include a packing session at Feed My Starving Children, a possible
bible study, fellowship and a meal.
Please watch for additional information to come. Hopefully most of you will have been
vaccinated by then and will feel comfortable attending this event.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 847-565-8263

or lynliz@comcast.net. I look forward to seeing you soon at church and at our event.
Your sister in Christ,
Lynne Schneider

GIFT CARD PROGRAM
This is the month that you will want to use Gift Cards for MOTHER’S DAY – so many
possibilities – Macy’s, Nordstrom’s, Cheesecake Factory, Lettuce Entertain You, Fannie
May – the list is endless! And then there are our everyday needs like groceries and gas for
the car now that we are able to start going out again.
The proceeds from the April and May Gift Cards will be going to the ELCA Good Gifts program to purchase chicks
and roosters. These gifts are so important to those in undeveloped countries - when these chicks grow up to
become chickens, their eggs not only provide an ongoing supply of protein-rich meals, they can also help start
a small business and generate a steady source of income for a family. I urge you to try using gift cards – it’s a
great way to help others with no additional cost to you. Please do not hesitate to ask me or Gina if you have any
questions at all about the program.

There are hard copies of the Vendor List on the info table at church. You may call or email either of us or Ann and
tell us what you want, or you may just write the cards you want on a note and leave it in the box on the info table –
you do NOT have to use the computer, so don’t let that deter you from ordering. Be sure to include a check
made out to HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH with Gift Cards marked in the memo line.
Orders and checks are due by the 1st Sunday of each month and the cards should be available by the following
Friday. APRIL orders are due on Sunday, APRIL 4, 2021. If you are not comfortable attending church in person yet,
give us a call. AND if you are unable to get to church to pick the cards up, we will be happy to deliver them to you.
Questions? Give us a call – we will be happy to answer them.
Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 – janet.sirabian@gmail.com

Gina Vera – 847 -439-0561 – gvera0908@gmail.com
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Hope will be creating a new Monarch Butterfly Garden.
Monarchs have been decreasing in numbers over the last few years. One reason for that is the destruction of their
habitats.
The Northwest Suburban Interfaith Council has recommended that all congregations create a garden to attract the
Monarch Butterfly. The Hope Church Council has agreed, and we will be building one this spring. It will be set up
with help from a butterfly expert to conform to guidelines of a Butterfly Waystation, consisting of native nectar flowers and Milkweed plants.
Nectar flowers will include Asters, Bee Balm, Brown-eyed Susan’s and others to bloom from Spring into Fall, to have
nutrients for the Monarch’s migration to Mexico and provide other pollinators a natural habitat.

The Milkweed is necessary as the only plant for Monarch egg laying and life cycle continuation. The type would
be asclepias tuberosa commonly called Butterfly weed which is very attractive to Monarch butterflies. If soil type
dictates other milkweed species we would add these in limited planting
We will locate land space suitable for such a garden. In 2019 one was put in at Temple Chai.
Cost and supplies needed to start the garden would be free to Hope. Plants and necessary mulch, to keep weeding
to a minimum, will be generously provided by the NW Suburban Interfaith Council and other means necessary for
the initial startup.
Labor to create the garden will come from the youth at Hope as well as our Scout Troop. Both have expressed an
interest in assisting. In addition, assistance will also come from a team of Sierra Club Monarch Campaign
coordinators
Maintenance will be a combined effort during the current season by our volunteer members (watering mostly,) and
Campaign Coordinators.
Please watch for the garden later this spring. Monarchs are one of God’s most beautiful creatures and I hope we can
participate in our small way in their making a comeback.
Jeff Whitehead
Community Relations
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April Membership Anniversaries
NAME:
Bill & Janice Ausbrook
Joyce Bremer
Dale & Gloria Heilman
Carol Johnson
Dianna Larson & family
Paul & Pam Lugthart & family
Bob & Sandy Page
Steve & Diana Schmid

President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Christian Education Director:
Community Relations Director:
Fellowship Director:
Membership/Outreach Director:
Properties Director:
Stewardship Director:
Worship & Music Director:
Youth Director:

Pastor Jim
Renee Clark
Nate Schuller
Pam Kennedy
Lynne Schneider
Kate Broz
Jeff Whitehead
Janice Peterson
Vivian Sekel
Fred Vogt
Gina Vera
Juanita Wundsam

YEARS AS A MEMBER OF HOPE:
43
43
43
43
43
14
43
35

jamesandrews16@aol.com
renee@reneeclarkhomes.com
neschuller@outlook.com
garyandpamk@aol.com
lynliz@comcast.net
cube2.0@gmail.com
mightybadger@aol.com
janicepeterson80@yahoo.com
sekelvivian@gmail.com
fvogt417@gmail.com
gvera0908@gmail.com
truluci3@gmail.com
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Dear friends,
In childhood I could count on a particular Easter morning ritual in the Braband household.
Beside the search for hidden eggs, Peeps, a basket filled with “plastic grass” and candy, and at
least one foil-covered chocolate bunny who was always destined to lose the ears first. At some
point in time prior to leaving for the 10:30 am service at St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church my
father would position us before an eastward facing window and have us stare at the sun.
“You can tell something BIG happened on Easter morning because ever since on this morning
the sun vibrates back and forth. It’s proof of Jesus’ resurrection!”
Looking back on the experience several things jump out at me now: staring at the sun is a great way to damage your
eyesight, no matter the reason. And if while staring at the sun it seems to move one should seek an answer that does
not strike at the core of astronomical physics, a solution that looks to what’s going on within the beholder, say, a
pulse, or breathing, or the body’s ability to mimic a self-fulfilling prophecy. Ah, but such things were beyond the
capacity of a five-year-old to grasp, and sure enough every Easter, the sun shook when stared at and Jesus is risen!
I doubt if I’ll have opportunity this Easter to honor any of my childhood rituals (though the chocolate bunny would be
nice). On second thought, there will be a link between my childhood Easter and today – the gift of song. In my head
I’ll certainly sing the standards of classic Lutheran worship, “Jesus Christ is Risen Today!,” “I Know That My Redeemer
Lives,” and perhaps even the more obscure “The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done.” And in worship with Hope’s Praise
Team on Easter Sunday we’ll sing two songs new for us – Corey Voss’ “Praise the King” and “Resurrection Hymn (See
What a Morning)” by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend.
The latter song attracts me not only because of the Irish lilt which carries the rhythm, but also because of some
challenging and articulate lyrics: One with the Father Ancient of Days, Through the Spirit who clothes faith with
certainty, Honour and blessing glory and praise, To the King crowned with pow’r and authority, And we are raised
with Him, Death is dead love has won Christ has conquered, And we shall reign with Him, For He lives Christ is risen
from the dead.
As we yearn for the pandemic’s conclusion we longingly seek to be raised from Death to Life. We will proclaim with
shouts of abandon “Death is dead.” We will cry out “Love has won.” We will affirm “Chirist has conquered, we shall
reign with him, for he lives, Christ is risen from the dead.”
Certainly we will mourn the losses Covid-19 unleashed – the lives ended prematurely, the families torn apart, the
futures compromised by financial disruption, the bonds of social interaction stretched beyond belief, the meaning
of community re-defined. Yet with equal certainty we will celebrate the gift of Life renewed, Life resurrected, Life
abundantly renewed. The voice that spans the years, speaking life, stirring hope, bringing peace to us, will sound till
he appears, for he lives, Christ is risen from the dead.
With the peace of Christ,
R Braband, Contemporary Worship Music Leader
“Resurrection Hymn (See What a Morning)” Words and music be Keith Getty and Stuart Townend. CCLI Song # 4108797. © 2003
Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved.
www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1133499
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1660 Checker Rd.
Long Grove, IL 60047
www.hopelutheran-elca.org

Declare God’s love.
Do God’s will.
Dance with the Spirit.
Worship Schedule:
Join us in person or remotely, to worship together.
HOPE will continue to live-stream our worship services
on Facebook live.
The video messages will also remain on the page for later viewing.
Sunday mornings:
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship, with hymns and sung liturgy
9:45 a.m. Education Hour
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship, with music from the Praise Team
Holy Week Worship:
Palm Sunday March 28—8:30 and 11:00 a.m.
Maundy Thursday April 1—7:00 p.m.
Good Friday April 2—7:00 p.m.
Easter Sunday April 4—8:30 and 11:00 a.m.

Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org
Join Hope on Facebook by using the link on the website or by searching
for ‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’ and then clicking on the ‘Like”
button. The website and Facebook page have updates on events at Hope,
pictures and other miscellaneous information.
To contact the church office: hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070.
Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement
church-wide via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.
To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:
pmater@aol.com

