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Spiritual Fine Tuning
In the field of music, it is most
important that when two or more
instruments play together, they must
be in tune with each other. Tuning
an instrument means getting it into
the correct pitch with all the other
instruments: not too high or too low-too sharp or too flat.
No matter the instrument, a musician
must have it finely tuned, listening
close to make sure their instrument
is in synch with all the others. A
woodwind instrument may need a
new reed, as they will crack, warp
and become brittle over time, affecting the tone. An instrument will need
to be cleaned and maybe even oiled
periodically. String instruments may
break a string, and once it is replaced
it will have to be tuned again. Drum
heads stretch and need retightening.
All instruments will need adjustments
periodically. It is incredible how
beautiful an instrument can sound
when tuned the correct way.
A trained symphony orchestra
conductor will listen carefully and
have each instrument from a section
play a note together if he hears even
one musician off pitch. Picture the
body of Christ as the symphony and
God the conductor. We each play a
crucial part in the symphony (the
body of Christ). We need to think of
ourselves as God's instruments,
allowing God to tune our ears and
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Pig and Corn Roast
September 8, 2019
after the 11am outdoor worship service.
Join us for great food, fellowship
and entertainment for the kids.
Ticket sales will start on August 18,
through September 8.
The price will be $15.00 for adults,
children under 12 free
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hearts to hear, so we can be in
synch and at our absolute
best. We get in tune spiritually
by meditating on God’s word-taking small chunks at a time-praying regularly, and serving the body, both inside
and outside of the church.

We can fast forward the show if it's on a provider
such as Netflix, skipping the surprise skimpiness of
clothes, but there is no fast forwarding through the
sudden expletives. Imagine God sitting next to you
as you're watching such a program. Do you feel
uneasy, your stomach twisted into a knot?

Has Satan seduced us into believing that it's alright
to fast forward through those scenes--there's plenty
Oftentimes, we sense God nudging us to fine-tune
of others who he can seduce into watching. But can
our hearts in matters of falling back into God’s
you imagine sitting in church watching the same
rhythm. It is at those times that we must individually movie and surprising the congregation? We must
check our spiritual pulse, and as with a metronome, always try to be more careful with what we watch
re-tune our hearts back into tempo with our creator. and listen to. 1 Corinthians 3:16 reminds us "Don't
you know that you yourselves, are God's temple and
A favorite piece of scripture for me is Proverbs 3:5-6. that God's spirit dwells in your midst?"
"Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on
your own understanding. In all your ways submit to
We are a work in progress. God convicted me about
him, and he will make your paths straight."
how I was allowing the wrong things to clutter up my
mind and heart. Like a note off key clanging around
What I love about this verse is that it reflects on the
in my head, it's really amazing that I could hear the
heart, and it offers hope knowing God will give us
Lord speaking to me at all! If you could hear God’s
direction for our lives. But, if you read the verse
voice over the clamor, what would God be saying to
carefully there is a condition for God’s direction. We you to convict your heart?
must acknowledge God in all our ways. Not, most of
the time, or some of the time, or whenever you feel
Could it be your music? Could it be your fashion
up to it. All of the time. Let me give you an example: choices? Could it be how you speak to others?
Maybe you cheer when the other team's best player
As empty nesters, my wife and I often wind down
is injured? Perhaps your misguided perception is that
our evenings by catching up with each other about
you have no faults and use your time fixing others?
our day while watching a T.V. show together. We
Psalms 139:23-24 has David imploring, "Search me,
have found some good and some not so good
God, and know my heart; test me and know my
shows to watch. The not so good shows are often
anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive way
well produced, follow a great storyline, and have
in me, and lead me in the way everlasting."
often won numerous awards. In fact, the shows have
come highly recommended by various reviewers,
When we are in tune with Christ, the Word clearly
and even friends and acquaintances. So, what is
says that he will direct our path. When we become
the problem with the not so good shows?
comfortable, or complacent in our sin, we are on
Satan's path, and that is a road which always leads
Why do writers, directors, and producers, feel the
to discordance and destruction. How about if we all
need to include nudity and profanity to what is
work at being pitch perfect!
otherwise, a well-written show? On top of that, our
slow cultural rot has infiltrated the ratings for
Hope the rest of your summer is in complete
movies and shows, and what used to be R is now
harmony with God's ways!
PG14, or maybe, PG13, leaving parents the added
responsibility of determining what is truly suitable for Pastor Jim
their children to be watching.
Note: I will be on vacation August 5-18.

August Membership Anniversaries
NAME:
Ken & Pam Kring & family

YEARS AS A MEMBER OF HOPE:
11
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Hello all,
I am so excited to have joined Hope Lutheran as your new youth specialist.
On July 21, I had the opportunity to spend time with several of our students at our summer
pool party. It was great to hear how God is working in their lives and our community through dance,
stage crew, soccer, softball and community outreach – just to name a few. The student ministries
team is excited to reach, teach, and grow God in our student and family’s lives.
Stay tuned for further updates regarding the new Youth Jr. Board,
new look for the youth room and fun events for all middle and high school
students – sssshhhhh – youth breakfast - starting September 8th, and toilet
paper dodge ball - September 11th, 6:00 - 8:30 - dinner will be provided. If
you have any questions, concerns or cries of outrage, you can reach me
at ben.hlcyouth@gmail.com or 224-432-7538. Cries of outrage, maybe
talk to Amy
In God’s hands,
Ben Graham

Community Relations
Thank you to everyone who participated in the i-walk against hunger
on June 23, 2019.
Thankfully, we were able to get the walk in despite the weather! The skies cleared in time for
the walk to start and finish. St. Mary Parish provided our starting registration. Hope Lutheran
hosted the social gathering mid-walk and allowed everyone to meet their neighbors. We
distributed the money collected to our food pantries located at Beth Am, Kingswood Methodist
Church, St. Alphonsus and St. Mary Parish. Thank you again for your generosity and time.
Our other upcoming programs in association with the Northwest Suburban Interfaith Council are:
National Night Out: Tuesday, August 6, 2019 from 5-7:30 p.m. at Willow Stream Park,
651 Old Checker Road, Buffalo Grove. We will be collecting food and monetary donations
at this Buffalo Grove Park District event. (In addition there will be a business expo, picnic in
the park and other family fare)
Interfaith Thanksgiving Celebration: Sunday, November 24, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. Our annual
family oriented celebration filled with song and prayer.
Please also join us for the 8th Annual Interfaith Potluck for Peace sponsored by the
Children of Abraham Coalition on September 22, 2019 5:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. at St. Viator
High school, 1213 E. Oakton, Arlington Heights. They ask that we
bring a dish from our faith tradition to share. (No pork or shellfish in
consideration of those of the Jewish and Muslim faiths)
Jeff Whitehead
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Most of the time, I see lots of random bits of information that cover a wide variety of
unrelated topics. Every once in a while, however, otherwise random messages
seem to come together in a more focused manner, and I tend to get the feeling that
God is trying to tell me something. Several times in the last week or so, I have seen
(or people have shared with me) various items, all generally having to do with the
subject of “Service through Worship.” Although I often need to be smacked upside
the head with a 2X4 in order to get God’s message, in this case He has been a
little more patient with me, for which I am appreciative. Eventually, I began to see the message in the
information that God was putting in front of me: “Who is serving Who in Worship?” Let’s discuss.
There are two different perspectives on the subject of a “Worship Service;” either we are serving God, or
God is serving us. Many of us come to Church requiring worship to satisfy our specific demands. For
instance: I want the sermon to be 10 minutes long and no longer, I want it to contain 3 main points, and
have 3 Bible verses, but not from Leviticus. Or: I want the music to be in 4/4 time, in the key of E, and to
have no more than 4 verses but no fewer than 2. And no “bridge.” (That last one’s mine.) But Pastor
James Emery White of ChurchandCulture.org writes: “Spiritual depth isn’t fostered by satiating your sense
of felt needs, it’s receiving a balanced diet of teaching and challenge, investing in service and mission,
living in community and diversity that you probably would not select for yourself.” The focus is not “what’s
in it for me?” but “how can I open myself up to the boundless love and mercy of God?” In the most recent
edition of Living Lutheran magazine, Pastor Stephanie Lape writes about her pastoral “rules” for worship.
She says: “you are in church to be served. This means you do not come to serve God or anyone else…
remember that the gathering commonly called “mass” was renamed “service” by Martin Luther, who
said God is the one serving. God is lavishly serving you in word and sacrament.” Mark 10:45 says: “For
even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” In this
context, putting demands on God’s benevolence is the height of hubris; we should be happy and content
instead.
Most of us come to church seeking rest and refreshment after a long week. Pastor Lape writes: “I assume
that, when you walk into church, you feel weighed down by the world. You probably had a hard week at
work or failed on your diet or argued again with your spouse or have had it up to here with the kids. I
could be wrong, but I assume you need a break. My job is to smile and welcome you.” The point here is
that everything we experience in worship is God lavishly serving us; from the smiles on the faces of our
fellow worshipers, to the music, to the Word, and to the Meal. God is providing for us everything we could
possibly want or need.
On the other hand, a big part of a worship service is our service to God, through our financial gifts, our
praise, and our mere presence. Theologian R. C Sproul wrote: “The worship to which we are called in our
renewed state is far too important to be left to personal preferences, to whims or to marketing strategies. It
is the pleasing of God that is at the heart of worship. Therefore, our worship must be informed at every
point by the Word of God as we seek God’s own instructions for worship that is pleasing to him.” There’s a
strange circularity here: God does not need our service: “Nor is he served by human hands, as though he
needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything” (Acts 17:25.), but
yet he demands it. Pastor John Piper writes: “We serve him with gladness because we do not bear the
burden of meeting his needs. He has no needs. So, serving him can’t mean meeting his needs. Instead we
rejoice in a service where he meets our needs. Serving God always means receiving grace from God to do
what we have to do.” 1 Peter 4:11 says “Whoever serves, [let it be] as one who serves by the strength that
God supplies — in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.”
So we serve an omnipotent God who does not need our service, but demands our service so that we (who
need Him) will receive the overwhelming benefit of Him serving us. Weirdly beautiful, isn’t it?
Chuck Johnson, Worship & Music Director †♫
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Follow along with us at Book Nook as we read the following books:
September: “Two Steps Forward” By Sharon Garlough Brown
October:
“A House in the Sky” By Amanda Lindhout and Sara Corbett
November: “Year of Wonders” By Geraldine Brooks
December: TBD (brunch & movie)
January:
“The Color of Heaven” By Julianne MacLean
February: “The Emerald Garden” By Jerry Hill
March:
“Barefoot” By Sharon Garlough Brown
April:
“Our Souls at Night” By Kent Haruf
May:
Annual Breakfast and Book Selection for next year.
As always, all are invited to join us in lively discussions of
these books. We meet on the third Thursday of the month at
9:30 a.m. in the small fellowship hall at church. These book
selections are available at your local library or by ordering
them from Amazon or Christian Books. No need to come every
month – just when you can. You are always welcome! Any
questions or for more information contact Andie Van Spankeren
at 847-541-2169 or andievs@comcast.net.

Pub Chats
Wednesday evenings, a couple of times a month,
at Pub 83 in Long Grove at 7:00 p.m.
Join Us!
Starting a new study for the summer:
“The Book of James”
From taming your tongue to fighting temptation, discover how to grow in perseverance and
spiritual maturity as we go verse by verse through the Book of James. We will discuss the
tough trials believers face, responses that lead to maturity, and the spiritual benefits of
perseverance.
June 12: The Test of Trials—Whoever said following Christ was easy? James 1:1-27
June 26: The Test of Favoritism—Loving our favorite neighbors only? James 2:1-13
July 10: The Test of Good Works—Faith is what we do James 2:14-26
July 24: The Test of Speech—How words reveal the heart James 3:1-12
August 7: The Test of Relationships—The challenge of community James 3:13-5:6
August 21: The Test of Prayer—What to do in hard times James 5:7-20
Study materials available in the narthex.
Please sign up so we know how many people to plan for!
Thursday evening Men's Study:

“Great food…
good fellowship…
fun discussions”
All men are welcome!
Join us at 6:30 p.m. each week.

Hope’s Nursery
will be staffed for free
baby-sitting during the
10:00 worship Service on the
first Sunday of each month.
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GIFT CARD PROGRAM
Short and sweet - think about school supplies (sorry kids!) and getting those
college-bound students outfitted, as well as your everyday needs.
There are hard copies of the Vendor List on the info table at church. If you are
unable to be at church on the day the orders are due, you may call or email either
of us or Ann and tell us what you want, or you may just write the cards you want on a note and leave it in
the box on the info table – you do NOT have to use the computer, so don’t let that deter you from
ordering. Be sure to include a check made out to HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH with Gift Cards marked in
the memo line.

Orders are due on Sunday, August 4, 2019 - the cards should be in by the following Friday.
Questions? Give us a call – we will be happy to answer them.
Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 - jsirabian@leonettiassoc.com
Gina Vera – 847 -439-0561 – gvera0908@gmail.com
2019 RELAY FOR LIFE
OUR FINAL TOTAL WAS $3,911.00 – AWESOME!! Again, thank you so much to everyone
who made a contribution, walked or just said a prayer for us. If you would still like to
donate and credit our team up until August 31, 2019, here is the link to the HOPE Lutheran
Church Relay Team website:
http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR?fr_id=89095&pg=team&team_id=2280853
JANET SIRABIAN

SCHOOL SUPPLIES
We will again collect school supplies for LSSI and Pacific Garden Mission. There is a box in the narthex.
Walmart and Target will be having great sales on school supplies, so hopefully you can pick up a few extras
for those who do not have any - they are so appreciated. Remember how much fun it was to get a brand
new box of crayons? Let’s help every student have that fun feeling! Thanks everyone!
Janet Sirabian
847-537-7926
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1660 Checker Rd.
Long Grove, IL 60047
www.hopelutheran-elca.org

Declare God’s love.
Do God’s will.
Dance with the Spirit.

Regular Sunday Worship for the Summer:
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship Service
10:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service
Sunday School/Grounds for Hope Café will resume in September

Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org
Join Hope on Facebook by using the link on the website or by searching
for ‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’ and then clicking on the ‘Like”
button. The website and Facebook page have updates on events at Hope,
pictures and other miscellaneous information.

To contact the church office: hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070.
Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement
church-wide via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.
To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:
pmater@aol.com

