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We should keep on encouraging each
other to be thoughtful and to do helpful
things. Some people have given up the
habit of meeting for worship, but we
must not do that. We should keep on
encouraging each other, especially since
you know that the day of the Lord's
coming is getting closer.
Hebrews 10:24-25
A parable is told about a group of animals
deciding to improve their general welfare
by starting a school. The curriculum included swimming, running, climbing and
flying.
The duck, an excellent swimmer, was
deficient in other areas. So, he majored in
climbing, running and flying, much to the
detriment of his swimming. The rabbit, the
superior runner, was forced to spend so
much of his time in other classrooms that
he soon lost much of his famed speed.
The squirrel, who had been rated “A” as
a climber, dropped to a “C,” because
his instructor spent hours trying to teach
him to swim and fly. And the eagle was
disciplined for soaring to the treetops,
when he had been told to learn how to
climb, even though flying was most
natural for him.
This parable circulated for years in
educational circles as a reminder that
people are different. Everyone is not the
same. That’s the genius and glory as well
as the frustration of being a human being.
Some of us go through life banging our
heads on the wall trying to break through
into success in areas in which we simply
are not gifted. Others of us exploit our
gifts to the neglect of those who need us.
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I guess my question is: How
can we be a grace-filled church
when many of our vital organs
are absent?

In one of his classic books, ‘The Weight of Glory’,
C.S. Lewis wrote: “It was one of the Wesleys, I think,
who said that the New Testament knows nothing of
solitary religion. We are forbidden to neglect the
assembling of ourselves together… In our own
age the idea that religion belongs to our private life–
that it is, in fact, an occupation for the individual’s
hour of leisure–is at once paradoxical, dangerous,
and natural”.
Lewis, who appears to be referencing Hebrews 10
here, makes it clear that we are not to abandon
meeting together, though at the same time admitting
that it was the habit of some to do so. The reason
Lewis gives, which is the reason the New Testament
gives, is that we are not “members” but “organs.”

Although we are in one sense members of both
the church universal and the local church, many
understand members along the lines of “being of
the same kind.” We are not, however, of the same
kind. We each have our own specific gifts, talents,
abilities, personalities, and professions. We are not
the same person. We are, rather, different organs
that belong to one Body. And what weakens us is
removing an organ, that is, losing our connections,
not having fellowship and unity with one another.
When we detach ourselves from that unity, the body
is weakened and the church limps forward, trying its
best to be a grace-filled community to the world
around us. What’s more, the individual organ is
weakened, even to the point of seeking eventual
life-support. What unites us in this one Body is that
we have the same head, Jesus Christ, who calls
us to unity in order to sustain us, that we might act
from the grace in our hearts to gracefully support
one another.
In Acts 4:32-37, the believers are selling their
possessions and giving to any who have need.
Some have taken this to mean there was a type
of Christian communism, but this misses the point
of the passage. It is clear from the portrayal of

Barnabas and the story of Ananias and Sapphira in
Acts 5 that they were not compelled to give. It was
not mandatory. Instead, it was the outflow of redeemed sinners who lived out grace, in a community
where they were overwhelmed by the grace of God.
They were motivated by God’s grace to give, not
mandated by the apostles.
At the same time, this is not a mandate to attend
church if your are immuno-compromised, yet, I hope
a motivation to rejoin us in fellowship and unity.
As we are called to live out grace-filled community
in our own circumstances, then, we should not be
compelled by legalistic requirements to give to
others, but we ought to be motivated by love to care
for those among us in need. As 1 John 5:1-5 says,
we know that we are saved if we love God, believe
that Jesus is the Messiah, love God’s people, and
obey God’s commandments. Everywhere in the New
Testament we are called to love fellow believers.
It is this love for one another that was the motivating
factor in the early church, and it should remain our
motivating factor today.
As we continue through August with the sermon
series “Grace So Amazing, So Misunderstood”, I
would like you to ponder the following questions
and if you would humor me a bit, please share your
responses to them with me and with one another.
I can assure you, these conversations will remain
private unless you indicate otherwise. In order for
the body of Christ to remain healthy and viable, I
believe we need to be candid, discerning, and
graceful in order to remain healthy, viable, unified,
and grace-filled.

1. What are some ways that you have experienced
this type of grace-filled community?

2. What are some ways that you have experienced
something negative as a part of a community?

3. What motivates you to act on behalf of others?
Why? What are some examples?

Grace, Joy, and Peace be with you all,
Pastor Jim
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A huge thank you to everyone who helped out at this year's hugely successful
iWalk, held Sunday June 26th, sponsored by the Northwest Suburban Interfaith
Council.
This year's iWalk has raised $5925. However, another $1300 is expected to
come in from pledges received/promised on Facebook. The money raised will be
given out to the Northwest Suburban Interfaith Council's community food
pantries to help those who are facing food insecurity.
With Hope serving as the event's half-way point, Cheryl Gilbert and her Fellowship Committee,
including Debbie Duffy, Kathy Whitehead and Paula Weglarz prepared delicious and healthy
grab-n-go snacks for all of the walkers. Jan Sirabian, Juanita Wundsam, Lynne Schneider and
Pastor Jim helped direct the crowd as they arrived at Hope in search of refreshments. The crowd
was entertained by our very own Praise Band director, Robert Braband, with his wonderful guitar
music as the walkers visited with each other. Also, special thanks to Jeff Whitehead who took
charge and stepped in to help cross the walkers over Arlington Heights Road.
Stay Blessed,
Jennie Pankiewicz
Community Relations
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GIFT CARD PROGRAM
Okay, I’m done with suggesting gift cards for road trips, but I’ll continue my commercial for the purchase of school supplies for the kids back in school. Got someone
away at college? Walmart, Target, Bed Bath & Beyond are great for outfitting dorm
rooms. And sometimes it’s just nice to put a Subway or Potbelly gift card in the mail
to brighten their day and let them know you miss them! And, of course, our everyday
needs - possibilities galore!!
The proceeds from the August and September Gift Cards will be going to PADS. PADS provides support,
resources, food and shelter to individuals and families experiencing homelessness in our community. I urge
you to try using gift cards – it’s a great way to help others with no additional cost to you. I’ve recently
used them for wedding, shower and birthday gifts. Please do not hesitate to ask me or Gina if you have any
questions at all about the program.
There are hard copies of the Vendor List on the info table at church. You may call or email either of us or
Ann and AUGUST orders are due on Sunday, AUGUST 7, 2022. If you are not comfortable attending
church in person yet, give us a call. AND if you are unable to get to church to pick the cards up, we will be
happy to deliver them to you.
Questions? Give us a call – we will be happy to answer them.
Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 – janet.sirabian@gmail.com
Gina Vera – 847 -439-0561 – gvera0908@gmail.com
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Pub Chats
Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m., a couple of times a month
New Location: Vin 90 Kitchen & Bar
401 Half Day Rd., Buffalo Grove—at the Arboretum Golfcourse
New study starting July 13: Priorities: Tyranny of the Urgent
Have you ever wished for a 30 hour day? Every week we leave a trail of unfinished tasks. Unanswered
letters, unvisited friends and unread books haunt our waking moments. These studies are designed
to help you put your life back in order by discovering what is really important. Find out what God's
priorities are for you.
July 13
July 27
August 10
August 24
September 7
September 21

Urgent Demands
Seeking God’s Priorities
Another Painful Decision
Community Guidance
Life Under New Management
The Secret of Success

Exodus 18:13-24
Mark 1:21-39
John 11:17-44
Acts 5:33-6:7
2 Corinthians 5:11-21
John 8:26-38

Study books are available in the church office, a $9 donation to cover the cost would be appreciated.
If you would like to join the group, please email Ann in the church office:
hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net

Pastor Jim will resume
Sunday morning Bible Study in
the fall.
Watch for announcements!

The Book Nook is looking for
suggestions of books to read for
the next season starting in the
fall.
Contact Andie with your ideas:
andievs@comcast.net

Hannah Circle
will not meet in August.
See you in September.
Contact Debbie Duffy:
Duffyde626@aol.com

Thursday evening
Men's Study:
Meetings will resume in September.
If you are interested in joining, contact Tom Clark:
tomclark1519@gmail.com

HOPE EVERYONE IS ENJOYING THEIR SUMMER!
THE MOM COMMITTEE HAS STARTED THE PROCESS OF CREATING A
NEW AND IMPROVED WEB PAGE FOR OUR CHURCH. WITH LUCK ON
OUR SIDE WE WILL HOPEFULLY GET IT UP AND RUNNING BY THE
FALL. WE WILL LET YOU KNOW WHEN IT IS READY TO VIEW. IT WILL
HELP US ALL KEEP UPDATED AS TO WHAT IS GOING ON IN OUR
CHURCH. ALSO A GREAT WAY FOR OUR COMMUNITY TO KEEP UPDATED!

ON ANOTHER NOTE…. THE MOM GROUP AND CHURCH COUNCIL HAS CREATED A WONDERFUL
VBS EXPERIENCE FOR THE YOUTH AND MEMBERSHIP AT HOPE.
UNFORTUNATELY, OUR PLANS HAD TO BE POSTPONED—WATCH FOR ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR
NEW SCHEDULE FOR THIS ACTIVITY.
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REQUEST YOUR FAVORITE MUSIC!
We know you have favorites! We know there are some of our hymns and contemporary worship
songs that are especially meaningful for you! Same for us. And we want to include your favorites
during summer worship this year!
So please tell us:
• which song you want to sing
• the Sunday(s) you would prefer to have it scheduled
• why this song is especially meaningful for you, what it says to
you, and your permission to include your comments in the worship
bulletin
• how we can best contact you to confirm the Sunday your song
will be included in worship so you can be sure to be with us that
morning
Music Request Forms are available in the church narthex, and also
may be downloaded on the worship page of our website:
http://www.hopelutheran-elca.org/site/cpage.asp?
sec_id=180021331&cpage_id=180111547&slug=Worship
The forms include lists of hymns and songs that we sing regularly, for your reference to help you
remember your favorites.

Our Church attendance is starting to bloom!
With the help of the Fellowship Committee and the MOM Committee,
Mother’s were honored on Mother’s Day,
we had a Welcome Back Sunday with Coffee and Kringle and
we were treated to an ice cream social
after our outdoor Saturday evening service.
Good things are happening! Come and see.
People are returning to in person worship.
We need volunteers for both our services, 8:30 and 10:00.
We need Lectors, Ushers, Sound board people, Live Stream camera operators,
Live Stream attendants, projection operators and communion prep and breakdown.
A simple training session is offered and some of our needs
are as simple as pushing a button, really.
Please consider serving in one of these areas.
Feel free to contact me with questions about serving.
You can contact Juanita Wundsam at truluci3@gmail.com
or most likely at the contemporary service, banging on something!
Hebrews 10:24-25
And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the
Day approaching.
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Sunday Worship Schedule:
at Church and on Facebook
8:30 am Traditional Worship
10:00am Contemporary Worship
1:00 pm Church of Eternal Hope
4:00 pm White Stone Church

Sun

Mon

1

Tue

2

Wed

3

Thu

4

3:30 pm Bell
Choir

8
3:30 pm Bell
Choir

14

15
3:30 pm Bell
Choir

21

22
3:30 pm Bell
Choir

28

29
3:30 pm Bell
Choir

Sat

6

8:00 a.m. Men’s
Breakfast—Billy’s
Pancake House

8:00 pm White
Stone Church

9

10

7:00 pm Praise
Team

7:00 pm Pub
Chat at Vin 90

16

17

11

12

13

7:30 pm AA
8:00 pm White
Stone Church

18

19
7:30 pm AA

7:00 pm Praise
Team

20

8:00 a.m. Men’s
Breakfast—Billy’s
Pancake House

8:00 pm White
Stone Church

23

24

7:00 pm Praise
Team

7:00 pm Pub
Chat at Vin 90

30

31

7:00 pm Praise
Team

5
7:30 pm AA

7:00 pm Praise
6:30 pm Worship Team
& Music Comm.
On Zoom

7

Fri

25

26
7:30 pm AA
8:00 pm White
Stone Church

27

1660 Checker Rd.
Long Grove, IL 60047
www.hopelutheran-elca.org

Declare God’s love.
Do God’s will.
Dance with the Spirit.

Worship Schedule:
Join us in person or remotely, to worship together.
HOPE will continue to live-stream our worship services on Facebook live.
The video messages will also remain on the page for later viewing.
Sunday mornings:
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship, with hymns and sung liturgy
10:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship, music with the Praise Team

Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org
Join Hope on Facebook by using the link on the website or by searching
for ‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’ and then clicking on the ‘Like”
button. The website and Facebook page have updates on events at Hope,
pictures and other miscellaneous information.
To contact the church office: hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070.
Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement
church-wide via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.
To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:
pmater@aol.com

