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Peace be with you!
We often hear that Christmas is
stressful for some, lonely for others
and a spending mania for most. It
doesn't have to be. Christmas is
also a time when we look beyond
ourselves and know that deep down
we want only the best for those
closest to us and for all who are in
need in our world. It is a time to hear
again the familiar story of the birth
of Jesus Christ. A time when we
long for peace on earth and goodwill
toward all people.
But Christmas is more than simply
the celebration of the birth of a baby.
The story takes us beyond the glitter
and the garland and the lights to
something much deeper.
Most of us experience a sense of
awe and wonder when we stand at
the foot of a crib and gaze on a newly
born baby. When we see the manger
scenes in the centers of our towns,
we are once again moved by the
memory of that experience. And as
we feel it, we are invited to look
beyond the baby, to catch a glimpse
of God whose gift is hope; the hope
of peace and goodwill, of beauty and
love. We are invited to look beyond
what we see, however bleak it might
seem, to discover signs of goodness
and beauty, of hope, and of joy
wherever people are trying to do their
best.
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The Christmas story tells
us about people trying to do
their best in a pretty bleak
situation--a couple forced to
go to another town for a
census, a man doing his best for the woman to
whom he was engaged and who was very pregnant,
but not by him--and an inn keeper trying to do his
best for the couple when every room in town was
filled to capacity. And, in this very human drama,
the birth of a baby.
Then there is the astonishing invitation to the
shepherds, an invitation to all of us, to go and
see in the new-born child - the message of hope
for all the earth - to see love and joy and goodness
and beauty, the signs of God's presence on earth
and the gift of hope for peace and goodwill for all
people.
At times it is hard not to feel distressed when our
best does not seem good enough: when things
go wrong with our relationships despite our best
intentions; when tragedy hits families or communities
both near and far; when so much of our news is
about violence, and about abusing others, and our
environment.

Christmas is a time for looking beyond these hurts
to see goodness and beauty in those around us;
to look at tragedy and see the stories of kindness
and compassion that carry with them the hope of
life beyond the darkness; to look at the violence and
see the efforts made to change these patterns and
see in them signals of hope for a safer world; to look
at our environment and see the beauty that is there
and to hear the call for sound alternatives as signals
of hope for our planet.

When we accept the invitation to look beyond the
surface, we become open to signals of hope for
ourselves, our families and our world. This is part of
God's gift that is celebrated at Christmas, but which
does not stop there. God invites us to look beyond.
We must not let Christmas just be a passing day.
Live in the spirit of Christmas each day. Reflect
upon how to better treasure this gift each day
by making prayer a critical part of your day, by
continuing to read Scripture and the teachings of
our Church, by having a stronger devotion to
worship, by regularly making a self-examination
of conscience, and looking out for those entrusted
to our care and for those in need. May such
reflection of the gift of Christmas, move us by
God’s grace to an even more intimate relationship
with our Lord this coming year. May our souls be like
the stable in Bethlehem where Christ first made His
dwelling among us.
Lastly, as your pastor, I treasure the gift of you and
the dedication, sacrifices, and hard work you have
shown to make this congregation a fount of Christ’s
love. In particular, I thank those who serve in the
various ministries of Hope. On behalf of all of the
Staff at Hope, I wish each of you a blessed and
joyous Christmas! Please be assured of my prayers
for your good health, and for God’s abundant peace,
joy, and love to be present in your lives each day of
the New Year.
May God bless you in all things, Pastor Jim

Dear Friends,
As we enter the Advent season in preparation for Christmas, my hope is that each
of us takes the time to sit back, relax, and pray as we reflect on the real Reason
for the Season. Christmas is a time of giving, and also a time and opportunity for
quiet reflection.
My wish is that each of us will find this time; and experience true JOY and the peace
that surpasses all understanding as we prepare to celebrate Christ's birth.
Merry Christmas!
Love,
Renee Clark
Council President
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You are warmly invited to

A Christmas Tea Party

Please join the women of the fellowship committee for our Christmas Tea
Saturday, December 7, at 2 o’clock.
Enjoy a cup or two of English tea,
along with a variety of finger sandwiches and assorted sweets.
Invite your mothers, daughters, grandmothers and friends.
There will be no charge.
A non-perishable food donation for our food pantry would be appreciated.

Please sign-up in the narthex if you plan to attend.

Need some time off from the kids to finish some holiday plans?
Drop them off here at the church for

Parents Night Out
Saturday, December 7 from 5:00 to 8:30 pm.
Children potty trained and older are welcome to join us for a movie,
activities, and pizza. Friends are welcome to join your child!
This event is free.
Questions? Contact Diana Clayson dlclayson@gmail.com
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Plan to be here for the
Sunday School Christmas Program
“Listen to Christmas”
Sunday, December 15th during the 11:00 am worship service
The children will be presenting the Christmas story and
leading us in experiencing the sounds and sights of the first
Christmas through interactive participation.

At the Annual Meeting on January 26, the congregation will be electing new officers for
the Church Council. There are several positions open.
• President—Heads the Church Council and provides leadership to the congregation.
• Vice-President—Assists the Council President and assists with budgeting and Council
nominations. (1 year term)
• Secretary—Keep accurate permanent records of Council and the Annual Meeting
• Treasurer—Distributes funds and maintains the financial records of the congregation.
(1 year term)
• Fellowship—Provide for congregational gatherings, special events and social interaction.
• Properties—Fred Vogt will be taking a second term.
• Stewardship Director—Direct the utilization of members’ time, talents and treasures to enhance God’s work in the
congregation.
• Christian Education—Supervise the Congregation’s educational programs through Sunday School, Bible Classes and
Vacation School.

Non-council positions are also open for candidates.

• Board of Trustees for Property—Oversee the physical building and grounds, service contracts and outside groups
requesting to use the property
• H.O.P.E. Fund—Administration of the Hope’s Endowment Funds.

The Church Council hopes that you will prayerfully consider stepping up to fill one of these positions. The church is
in need of leadership to foster growth and Christian fellowship.
For more information or to put your name in nomination, contact Lynne Schneider at 847-565-8263.
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Hope Women’s ‘Help Others’ Project
Each Sunday Pastor Jim reminds us to remember the poor. Here is your chance to do that.
The Women of Hope will do several service projects throughout the year beginning with the Retreat in January and
we need the help of the congregation. We are collecting personal hygiene items and cleaning supplies for these
projects. These items include:
Kleenex
Laundry Detergent
Bandages
Toilet Paper
Bath Soap
Toothbrush
Paper Towels
Shampoo
Toothpaste
Windex
Deodorant
Socks
All-Purpose Cleaner
Kitchen Trash Bags
Feminine Products
All items can be full or travel size and can be purchased at dollar stores. Cash donations are also
welcome to purchase additional items needed.
Please purchase a couple of items each week when you shop and drop them off in the box in the Narthex when you
come on Sunday. Each item will be a blessing to the person that receives it and will help them on their journey in
life.
Thank you in advance for your generosity and for helping the Women of Hope to provide this important ministry.
For information or to answer any questions, please contact Lynne Schneider at 847-565-8263 or Laura Andrews at
708-372-6744.

Holiday Wish Drive
Bringing Joy During the Holidays Through Giving
The holiday season is fast approaching, however, there are families in our community who will need some help
feeling the joy and peace of the holiday season.
This year, Hope has partnered with Vernon Township in their Gift Program to provide families an opportunity to
receive gifts during this wonderful time of year. Like our previous Operation Christmas program, you can select an
entire family or a single family member; it’s up to you.
If your busy schedule makes shopping difficult for you to participate in this program, please consider donating
toward our gift drive and we’ll do the shopping for you.
Families’ Wish Lists and instructions are located on the bulletin board just beyond the Narthex. All items on the wish
lists should be used as a GUIDE, as anything you choose to give is greatly appreciated.
This program will have a quick turn-around time.
All gifts must be received at Hope, no later than Wednesday, December 4th.

Also, please consider helping out our Community Relations committee with this wonderful gift-giving ministry please
contact Jennie Pankiewicz at (847)927-6437 or benjusal@sbcglobal.net.
We will need help shopping, wrapping and delivering gifts on time.
Thankful for our Hope Family,
Jennie Pankiewicz
Community Relations

Page 6

December 2019

Thanks to everyone in the congregation who participated in
this year’s Thanksgiving Basket drive.
Because of your generosity, 38 baskets will be delivered to
needy families in our area.

Grounds For Hope Café: It’s A Wonderful Life-A Bible Study
It’s a Wonderful Life is one of the most popular and heart-warming films ever made.
It’s near universal appeal and association with Christmas has provided a rich story of
redemption that has inspired generations for decades.
Our study examines this beloved holiday classic and reminds us how easily we can
become distracted from what is truly meaningful in life. In addition to the study guide,
video segments for each session will guide us throughout the lesson plan.
Downloadable and streaming videos for each session are available for free online for home preparation.
Copies of the study guide are available on the table in the narthex.

There’s no better time than at Christmas to be reminded that every human life has value and that true
wealth, spiritual wealth, comes from a right relationship with God and selfless love toward others. I hope
you will join us each Sunday between worship services, to share in this wonderful study opportunity.

December Membership Anniversaries
NAME:

YEARS AS A MEMBER OF HOPE:

Jeff & Sharon Anderson & family
Michael & Erica Boehlen & family
Paul & Heidi Deahl & family
Nancy Harstad
Rick Krieger, Vicki Roth & family
Evelyn Lathrope
Tom Meyer & family
Karen Palmer & family
Mike Podolak, Jen Gremmels & family
Sandra Richter
Nathan & Samanthas Schuller & family
Alan Van Bladel
Nancy Vaughn
Paula Weglarz
Scott & Jennifer Young & family

5
5
5
38
26
26
5
12
5
5
5
12
33
33
12
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The choices that our students make today can have consequence for the rest of
their lives. Will they go into the military, get a job, or go to college? Will they
follow their friends down the wrong path or do the will of God? Will they drink/do
drugs/have sex before marriage, or stand strong in the face of temptations?
These are all decisions that many already may have made or may have to make in
the future. What will they do? To whom will they turn for support? Over the next
few weeks, we will be exploring these tough questions.

Monthly Youth Dinner
Sunday, December 1 from 5-7 PM
(Walking Tacos)
We will be packing
College Care Packages

The annual Youth Christmas Cookie Walk
Sunday, December 15 9:30 - 11 AM
If you would like to help by baking Christmas cookies to
fill the tables in fellowship hall - please sign up in the
Narthex.
If you have any small or medium sized cookie tins you are
not using and would like to donate them for containers,
please leave them in the box in the Narthex near the
baking sign up sheet.
And of course we hope everyone will participate by buying
and eating cookies as well!
You may drop cookies off in the church kitchen the week
before, or on the 15th between 8:00—9:00 am. Thank you!
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Calling All Ladies of Hope and Beyond!
It’s time for our annual bible study, service project and fellowship weekend!
This year’s theme is Radical & Awakened. Join us as we build upon last year's fearless conversations about why
Jesus is so radical. We'll dig into how Jesus shared His world-changing message (it’s more personal than you think!)
and challenge each other to be fully awakened to God's movement in our lives. Bring an inquiring mind, good humor
and a friend; we'd love to have you jump into this conversation."
We will be using last year’s retreat book so please complete the insert referring to the booklet. You did not have to
attend the 2019 retreat to come to the 2020 retreat. All are welcome and bring a friend!
Here’s the scoop:

When: January 31, 2019 @ 6:30 pm to February 2, 2020 @ noon.
Where: Inns of Geneva National, Lake Geneva, WI.
Cost: $288 single occupancy; $169 double occupancy; $130 triple occupancy;
$110 quad occupancy.
All costs and meals included even Saturday night dinner at Cafe Calimari!
Sign up in Narthex. Place a check payable to Hope Lutheran Church with "Women's Retreat” written in memo line
in
completed registration envelope and then drop envelope in the Properties mailbox in the church office. It’s that
easy!
Deadline to register is Dec. 9, 2019.

Questions: Contact Lynne Schneider at (847)565-8263 or lynliz@comcast.net or contact Kathy Whitehead at (224)
392-1565 or ramonakaw@aol.com. Also, please visit our display beginning November 3rd in the Narthex where
you can learn more and register.
REGISTRATIONS ARE COMPLETE AND ROOMS ARE RESERVED WHEN PAYMENT IS RECEIVED.
Take time to relax, to make new friends, to worship God, and to savor your relationship with Jesus. we hope you’ll
join us at Retreat 2020!
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Pub Chats
Wednesday evenings, a couple of times a month,
at Pub 83 in Long Grove at 7:00 p.m.
Join Us!
Starting in December:
New Study:
“Is Our Gospel Too Small?”
In an age of consumerism, are we trying to “sell” Jesus? Are we embracing the whole Bible
or just select parts of it? And is our faith real and deep enough that we can share it with
others—simply, creatively, genuinely? Join us to discuss and learn!
Dec. 4: Do You Have a Stingy Gospel?
Dec. 18: Missional Commuting
Jan. 8: The Gospel of Love
Jan. 22: Living a Vibrant Gospel Lifestyle
Feb. 5: A Whole-Bible Gospel
Feb. 19: The Gospel, a Napkin, & 4 circles
New materials available in the narthex

Sundays during the fall football season:
Please join us after the 11:00 a.m. worship service in the large fellowship hall
for lunch and football.
Usually, we will be watching the Bears game.
Stay for the entire game or just a short time - whatever your schedule permits.
(Food provided by those attending on a rotating schedule. Sign-up sheet is in the narthex.)

HOPE MOM Committee
ONGOING ACTIVITIESBabysitting…It appears as though the Youth group added the third Sunday of
the month for baby sitting as well.
Parents NIGHT OUT…The Clayson’s host this event Dec 7th. 5-:00-8:30 PM
The only requirement is that all children must be potty trained. As the date(s) for
upcoming PNOs become solidified, will post a sign up sheet in the Narthex.. There will be no
charge.
UPCOMING EVENTS:
Christmas Spectacular will be Dec 14….11-2PM. Three photo opps…one with Mr & Mrs Santa, we will offer a manger scene where kids can dress up as angels, Jesus, Mary and/or kings…and new this year, Foundation Farms will offer
horse-drawn sleigh rides. Of course we will offer ornament making, Christmas cookie decorating…and 2 bouncies…one
for younger children & one for older kids. Fellowship will provide food.
Tom Clark 847-946-3604 tomclark1519@gmail.com
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When I was a kid, we took a field trip to a science museum, and there was this fascinating
exhibit that I remember to this day. It was a room with completely black walls, floors and
ceilings, and a series of black curtains that you had to pass through in order to get to the
center of the room. The result was that the room allowed in the absolute least amount of
light possible, making for almost complete blackness in the center. For the science geeks
among you, we know that all matter emits some light in the form of photons at temperatures
above absolute zero, even though these can’t usually be seen with the naked eye. So in a sense there is always
some amount of light, no matter how dark it seems. Now you can tell me till you’re blue in the face that there is
always some amount of light, but I went in that room at the science museum, and it was one of the scariest, most
disorienting things I have ever experienced. It’s very overwhelming; there is no way to relate yourself to your
surroundings, and no way to know what else, if anything, is around you. You feel absolutely, totally alone.
Life can be like the box of darkness. There are times when everything seems overwhelming…you feel disoriented…
like there’s no one around you. This Advent season, we are using a service series called Arise and Shine, which
focuses on the theme of Light in relation to the story of Christ’s birth. There are four separate titles, one for each
Sunday of Advent: Rising Light, Reflected Light, Healing Light and Eternal Light. I have looked over the entire series
in planning for the upcoming services, and I think it’s a beautiful meditation. It reminds us that Christ has come into
the world to provide light for each one of us; something to focus on, something to provide warmth and direction, to
remind us that there is always someone there for us. John 1:5 says: “The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overcome it.” No matter how dark the world seems, the light of Christ’s love is always shining, and
it beats back the darkness.
I hope you will join us for all of our Worship services, and that Christ’s light will shine in your lives, especially at this
holiday season.
Chuck Johnson, Worship & Music Director †♫

THINK GIFT CARDS!!!
This is the time of year where Gift Cards are the BEST! Use them as you do your Christmas
shopping for gifts or as gifts themselves. Gift cards make it so easy to take care of those gifts
that need to be mailed out of town. No shipping charge! No wrapping! Teenagers love gift
cards to their favorite stores. It’s so easy to put a gift card into an envelope and you’re done!
Use gift cards for your shopping for holiday dinners and treats, and of course, for your everyday purchases at Walmart, Walgreen’s, Jewel, Shell – so many possibilities! Using the Gift
Card program gives Hope members the opportunity to help those in our community who are
having difficulties, and it does not cost us anything out of pocket.
There are hard copies of the Vendor List on the info table at church. You may call or email either of us or Ann and
tell us what you want, or you may just write the cards you want on a note and leave it in the box on the info table –
you do NOT have to use the computer, so don’t let that deter you from ordering. Be sure to include a check made
out to HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH with Gift Cards marked in the memo line.
Orders and checks are due by the 1st Sunday of each month and the cards will be available by the following Friday.
December orders are due on Sunday, December 1, 2019. If you are unable to attend church that day, just drop your
order in the box early or give us a call.
Questions? Give us a call – we will be happy to answer them.
Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 - jsirabian@leonettiassoc.com Gina Vera – 847 -439-0561 – gvera0908@gmail.com
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When: Thursday, December 12, 2019
Where: Ann Wood’s home
25275 N. Marilyn Ln., Hawthorn Woods
Join us at our annual Christmas potluck breakfast,
movie and discussion!
Everyone is welcome!
Movie: “All Saints”
After accepting his new position, salesman-turned-pastor Michael Spurlock is ordered to shut down his dilapidated country church, which boasts a dozen members and a mortgage that’s well beyond its means. Instead, he challenges his parishioners to risk it all to welcome a group of refugees and revive their community!
Based on an inspiring true story.
Questions: call Andie Van Spankeren 847-541-2169
Directions: call Ann Wood 708-902-1203

Thursday evening Men's Study:

“Great food…
good fellowship…
fun discussions”
All men are welcome!
Join us at 6:30 p.m. each week.

Hope’s Nursery will be staffed
for free baby-sitting
during the
11:00 worship service
on the first and third Sundays
of each month.

Merry Christmas!
Next meeting:
January 28, 2020
7:30 p.m.
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From Robert Braband, Contemporary Music Director:
For a long time I have been fascinated by the story of Jesus’ healing of a man born blind. Do yourself a
favor and break from the Newsletter to read the ninth chapter of John’s Gospel. It will serve you well
when you return.
Hi again. Quite a narrative there, with a Groucho Marx feeling to it: the Jerusalem religious big-wigs all bent out of
shape because the healing took place on a Sabbath, questioning the man about who it was who had healed him –
“How should I know who he was, I was blind at the time, you’ll need someone else to identify him!” They suspect a
con game and target the man’s parents – “We don’t have a clue about what happened, go talk to him, not us!”
They come back to the man and ask him to pass judgement on Jesus – “How can he be a prophet if he is a sinner
who violates Sabbath?” Then the punch line, the coup-de-grậce in which the ordinary guy takes down the haughty –
“This is really amazing. You are the ones who should are supposed to know about God, but you don’t have a clue.
He opened my eyes, and now you are the ones who cannot see. All I know is that I once was blind, but now I see!”
And those are words that land the man in a world of religious hurt as he is “driven out” and banished. Good always
suffers at the hand of Bad, does it not?
Knowing that punch line paid off for me big time several weeks ago. I was browsing through YouTube for songs to
add to the Praise Team’s repertoire. The right side of the screen always shows a list of videos that are described as
“if you like what you are now watching, perhaps you’ll also like these . . . .” Indeed, because the title “Now I See”
popped up and I had to check out that song. One of my best moves recently.
The wife-husband duo Hannah and Paul McClure and friends have given the Church a beautiful gift – the story of
the man born blind who is healed by the Lord. It’s not a big, flashy piece like Hillsong Worship would produce: only
two guitars, rhythm, a Hammond B3 (yes, I’m a sucker for any music with a B3 and Leslie cabinet). It’s a Nashville
piece after all. But oh, in it’s simplicity the story and the faith the story engenders is magnificent.
“My heart burst to life / I saw delight in His eyes when He looked at me / My whole world's on fire / Alive in the
presence that burns inside of me / Now I know whose I am / Forever I'll stand on Your truth I believe / 'Cause I was
blind but now I see.”
We will debut “Now I See” at worship on November 24. Assuming you earlier went and found a Bible to read the
story for itself now go launch YouTube and listen to the song so that when we use it in worship you will be better able
to add your voice to ours. “Night turned to daylight for me / Joy is the song that I sing / All of my days are filled with
Your praise / All of my days are filled with Your praise.” It will be a sweet moment for me, and for all at worship this
day, to sing what the McClures and their friends have handed over to us. Though I do wish I had an extra guitarist or
two and a Hammond B3 and Leslie to go along with the artistry and faithful serving which Hope’s Praise Team brings
to the music of “Now I See.”
And thank you to the Praise Team members who have always been faithful and joyful in answering the call to learn a
new piece. You are a blessing to the Hope faith-community, and to me!
“Now I See” CCLI Song # 7132786 Brian Johnson | Ed Cash | Hannah McClure | Joel Taylor | Paul McClure © 2019
Alletrop Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Bethel Music Publishing. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
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1660 Checker Rd.
Long Grove, IL 60047
www.hopelutheran-elca.org

Declare God’s love.
Do God’s will.
Dance with the Spirit.

Christmas Eve Worship—

Candlelight services at 4:00 & 11:00 p.m.

Christmas Day Worship—
10:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship Schedule:
8:30 a.m.: Traditional Worship Service
9:45 a.m.: Sunday School and Grounds for Hope Cafe
11:00 a.m.: Contemporary Worship Service
December 29—one worship service at 10:00 a.m.
Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org
Join Hope on Facebook by using the link on the website or by searching
for ‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’ and then clicking on the ‘Like”
button. The website and Facebook page have updates on events at Hope,
pictures and other miscellaneous information.
To contact the church office: hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070.
Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement
church-wide via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.
To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:
pmater@aol.com

