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Some years ago, my wife, Laura
and I were making the drive to
sunny Florida and were about to
begin our passage along the
Atlantic coast towards Daytona.
We decided to explore a bit of
Jacksonville and then proceeded
to head south, at least, what I
was convinced was south. After
looking at the map I was sure
of what highway I needed to
get on, however, as we drove
several miles, the area took on
a very industrial appearance and
Laura was convinced that we
were going the wrong way.
There were no turn-offs or exits
in sight. There were also no
road-signs. After driving maybe
15 miles, we finally saw an exit
and pulled over to the side of
the road to re-examine the
map. We had veered way off
course and were unsure as to
which way we had to go to get
back on track.
Mind you, this was before the
days of GPS, so the next most
reliable source was the closest
gas station which Laura insisted
we search out, immediately. I,
being the quintessential proud
male, was resistant to that idea.
“We’re not lost!”, I objected,
(Continued on page 2)

Pastor Jim Andrews

The season of Lent starts on
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And, coloring posters will be
back! We will continue our project
started last year, featuring
drawings of the Stations of the
Cross.
Please plan to join us during Lent.
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although secretly, I knew that we were hopelessly lost. (The male ego is a remarkable thing,
isn’t it?) Well, I quickly lost that argument, (I hate the word idiot) and we drove around the
area until we finally found a gas station and got proper directions. We did eventually arrive at
our destination, however about an hour later than initially expected, but bruised ego intact.
Life is like that, isn’t it? Quite often we’re convinced that the direction we have chosen to
follow is the best course for our lives and then suddenly we reach a dead end or an
unexpected detour that throws our lives into turmoil. Some detours we have no control over,
such as sudden illness, accidents, or even the death of someone dear, someone we feel we
cannot live without.
Other times, we feel we are in complete control over our own destinies, acting out as we will,
making our own choices without seeking out guidance or advice. We’re our own individuals
and have life all figured out—until the next detour comes along; the college didn’t accept
me; I didn’t get the job; my husband left me; they want me to transfer to the branch in
Oklahoma. Many times there are no signs to warn us. But, many times we miss them or
purposely ignore them.
Often times our spiritual journey is much that way. God gives us scripture as a road map,
but we tend to leave it unopened and ignored, or when we do read it, we’re apt to carelessly
misread the directions. And then there are the many ways that God reaches out to us
personally—when God is whispering in your ear, or placing others in your path to help you
discern the right way to go; those times when the Holy Spirit intervenes and places signs
along the way. Will we heed and wisely follow or will we blindly ignore the message?
This Lenten season we will be following the theme, Signs of Lent, which will carry us through
Holy Week and Easter. Each service throughout this season will be based on one particular
road sign (STOP, U-Turn, Dead-End and so on) and how the message of that particular sign
impacts our faith journey as we grow more deeply in our faith in Jesus Christ. Just as we are
to follow the Rules of the Road, we are called to follow Christ’s Way, God’s Word, and the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, as our spiritual GPS system in order to navigate our way
through our time on this earth. I hope that you will all join us as often as you can throughout
Lent and Holy Week as we are excited to present this series to you. It will be a series full of
great music, inspiring messages, a bit of drama, and some great visuals that will make this a
reflective and memorable season for us all.
God’s Peace, Pastor Jim
Grounds for Hope Café
Getting to know God means getting to know ourselves. Come join us each
Sunday morning during Lent, during our Grounds for Hope study time
as we learn that the more we know who God is the more we know who we are.
The Gospel of John records several declarations of Jesus known as the "I Am"
sayings. This 7-week study is designed to explore each of those sayings and will
help you find and form an answer to the most essential question in the Christian
faith, "Who do you say I am?"
One by one, Jesus' statements grab our imagination, and reveal more about his identity and purpose, and
connect us to the God of Moses, who spoke the first "I Am." These significant yet ordinary images (bread,
light, shepherd, vine, and more) give us insightful ways to experience Jesus and point us to a God who
wants to be known. Please join us as we make this study an integral part of our Lenten journey. Classes
begin, Sunday, Feb. 18th.
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Here are the highlights from the January 8th Council meeting:
Motion made, seconded and passed to accept the 2018 budget.
The Worship and Music committee will decide on a date to invite the Muslim community to
share their faith with Hope's congregation.
The winter youth retreat has been cancelled because of lack of participants.
Motion passed to accept the annual church meeting agenda for Jan. 28th, 2018.
Motion passed to approve new, broader definition of "Capital Provisions" to allow new and
replacement purchases from any amounts contributed after Jan. 8,2018. Amounts existing
prior to Jan. 8 remain for replacement only.
2% of Benevolence will go to LSSI and $5,000 will be sent to the Fuller Center for Housing in Waukegan. Motion
made and passed to send the Ash Wed. offering to ELCA World Hunger Fund and the following 5 Lenten service
offerings be sent to the Vernon Township Food Pantry.

Fellowship News
Mark your calendars for the start of our Lenten
Potluck Suppers beginning with Ash Wednesday on
February 14th at 6:00 p.m. The Wednesday night
potluck suppers will continue on February 21, 28
and March 7, 14 and 21 at 6:00 p.m. Please join us
as we share good food and fellowship. There will be
a sign-up sheet in the narthex for the Ash Wednesday
supper.

Why are Spiritual Gifts important? For many Christians, there’s much
mystery and confusion that surrounds the spiritual gifts. Too often, we
mistakenly think that to understand our spiritual gifts means simply asking
God to show us what our gift is. But this is a small part of it. A good Spiritual
Gift Inventory helps us clarify what our true gifts are. We’re then to understand
our gifts and God’s unique purpose for our lives so that we can use these gifts
in serving others. This is why we’re called not to just discover our spiritual
gifts, but to develop them as well. Every believer has one primary gift and a
few secondary gifts (Pastor/Shepherd, Teacher, Helping, Administration, etc.) and we are to focus on
discovering and developing these gifts through the Holy Spirit’s guidance. We can read books or watch
video about swimming, but until we actually get in the water, we won’t learn how to swim! It’s the same for
spiritual gifts. We won’t really experience and develop our gifts until we go out and use them. Our
spirituality is like a muscle. The more we “work out” our muscles, the larger our muscles get. Have the gift
of teaching? Read, study and teach!. Learn from other great teachers as well. The same is true for the
other gifts. To take the survey, please go to the church website and on the Home page click on the link,
spiritualgiftstest.com. At the end, print a copy for yourself and where prompted, please send a copy to the
church office. Then, take the next step by picking up a copy of “S.H.A.P.E. Finding and Fulfilling Your
Unique Purpose for Life”, by Eric Rees, in the church narthex. It’s my hope and prayer that as we discover
and develop our gifts, we’ll experience the joy and fulfillment that comes with doing the work God created
for each one of us to do in both our church and in our community.
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The MOM committee
…had been charged to develop programs which might draw people
to Hope. In 2017, we tried two programs, the Spooktacular and the
Christmas Spectacular. These events helped communicate HOPEs
identity outside of its walls…and begin to establish its brand.
Both events were well attended…with many new people being
“repeat” guests. ..and even a few families asking for church tours.
HOPEs brand is best identified by its people and its ministries. Over 40 members helped in various
capacities making guests feel welcome…And HOPES Ministries (can you believe there are over 60?)
were posted to the narthex & large fellowship halls walls... accompanied by photographs.
NEXT STEPS & findings
We believe we have a solid formula which should continue to generate interest
(* Easter Egg Hunt * Donuts with DAD *Spooktacular * Christmas Spectacular) which we will do.
The MOM committee also recommends we make our existing events a bit better. MOM will explore adding
some of the “4-event” features to get better attendance to events such as the pig roast, & even the steak
dinner …& possibly others. Road signs…neighborhood mailings, & kid entertainment activities will all be
part of the mix to be considered.
HELP NEEDED…we would LOVE to have someone come in and help oversee the effort to reface the Narthex
with HOPEs 60+ missions. Photography will be a big part of it.

THURSDAY NIGHT MEN’s GROUP
Started up with a new 6 week study
based upon the book/movie
“The Case for Christ”. Our first week’s discussion
centered on the general public’s perspective on
Christ and whether he is the true son of God…or a
myth…or just wishful thinking. Following lists the
remaining topics:
Jan 18 Eyewitness evidence
Jan 25 Evidence Outside the Bible
Feb 1 Analyzing Jesus
Feb 8 Evidence for the Resurrection
Feb 15 Reaching your verdict
Thursday evenings….6:30-7:30…
great food…great discussions

Women Away/Men Play Steak dinner
Saturday Feb 3 - 5PM at TC’s house

Prime strip steaks, cigars, whiskey and a
campfire.
I will take care of the steaks, loaded baked
potatoes & cigars
If able or so disposed, please bring a side
dish and something to drink … both to share
If you like playing with fire, come early &
help with the campfire
Cost will be @$15/person.

The Hopeful” is now available each month on our website:
www.hopelutheran-elca.org and also via email.
If you no longer wish to receive a paper copy of “The Hopeful,” please notify the church
office at the following email address: “hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net” It will then be
emailed to you in pdf format each month.
By reading the newsletter online (or printing it out yourself) you will save both on paper and
mailing costs! Don’t wait! Please contact Ann in the church office today. Thank you!
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When:
Where:

BOOK NOOK
Thursday, February 15, 2018, 9:30 a.m.
Small fellowship hall at church

Book:

“Seven Women and the Secret of their Greatness”
by Eric Metaxas
Leader: Nancy Harstad
Hostess: Karen Meyer
Each of the world-changing figures who stride across these pages—Joan of Arc, Susanna
Wesley, Hannah More, Maria Skobtsova, Corrie ten Boom, Mother Teresa, and Rosa
Parks—is an exemplary model of true womanhood who changed the course of history.
Learn what ties their stories together.
Have you ever noticed the floral arrangement on the shelf next to the
projection screen?
Did you know that you can donate flowers to fill this space, in honor of
a person or event that you wish to lift up in thanks to God?
And, you can then take the flowers home after the late worship
service that Sunday!
All you have to do is sign up on the sheet in the narthex, and place your
donation of $30 in the offering plate with a note that it is for flowers.
We will do the rest!
See Ann in the church office with questions.
2018 RELAY FOR LIFE
WHEN: SATURDAY, JUNE 9, 2018 – 3:00 PM to 10:00 PM
WHERE: TWIN GROVES MIDDLE SCHOOL

HOPE Lutheran Church had a very impressive presence at last year’s Relay, and I hope we can improve on that
this year. I am on the Relay organizing committee this year, and there is a goal for each of us to recruit THREE
new team members during the week of January 22, 2018 so I would be deeply indebted to anyone who signs
on to our team next week.
The event is a little different this year, so it is even easier to be a part of it. The opening ceremony will be at
3:00 PM, followed by the Survivor’s Lap, with the very moving Luminaria Ceremony held at 10:00 PM, after which
the event will end.
We had so much fun last year and enjoyed socializing with each other as well as walking the track together.
Every one of us has been touched by this disease in one way or another. Perhaps you would like to join to
support and raise funds in honor of a friend or family member battling cancer. You might want to join to honor
someone and raise funds in memory of someone who has lost that battle. I urge you to join our team and event
targeting the eradication of this disease.
Here is the link to the HOPE Lutheran Church Relay Team website:
http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR?fr_id=89095&pg=team&team_id=2280853
PLEASE JOIN OUR TEAM FOR A FUN NIGHT AND A VERY WORTHWHILE CAUSE – PLEASE CONTACT
ME WITH ANY QUESTIONS YOU MAY HAVE. JANET SIRABIAN 847-537-7926
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Thank you to everyone who participated and attended Hope’s 2nd Annual Chili-Cookoff and Pie
Bake-Off! Who knew there were so many different types of chili out there?? And, the pies were
simply delish!! Thank you, especially, to Debbie Duffy for providing yummy sides to go in between
the chili and pie! Congrats to our winners!!
This month, we will gather for New Horizons on Thursday, February 22nd at 6:30. Dinner is included along with fun and games. Always…FUN AND GAMES!!!
Mark your calendars for our youth night at Feed My Starving Children on Friday, March 2nd. This
event is open to all 6th-12th graders. We will leave Hope at 5:00 pm and head to the Libertyville
facility to pack food. After, we will head out for some fellowship and pizza. We will return back at
Hope by 10:00 pm. Watch for more information and permission slips for this event.
Questions about Hope’s Youth Group? Interested in joining Hope’s Youth Committee? Feel free
to talk with any of us!
To Reach a Generation,
Debbie Duffy, Ken Kring, Tom Meyer, Jennie Pankiewicz, Juanita Wundsam
GIFT CARD PROGRAM
Do you wish you had ordered a SAM’S CLUB card to take advantage of the sale
in Wheeling? I have the card, but I don’t have the patience for the crowds! We
distributed 74 gift cards to 46 different recipients in 2017, but still almost always
run out before the end of the month, so if you have the opportunity to use gift
cards, please consider either trying them out or perhaps evaluating your order and
seeing if there are more ways you could use them. Valentine’s Day is this month.
Going out to dinner? Buying FANNIE MAY? Sending college kids something?
Something for the out-of-town kids or grandkids? Add this to your everyday
purchases at the gas station, the grocery store, dinners and the possibilities are endless!!
There are hard copies of the Vendor List on the info table at church. You may call or email either of us or
Ann and tell us what you want, or you may just write the cards you want on a note and leave it in the box on
the info table – you do NOT have to use the computer,
computer so don’t let that deter you from ordering. Be sure to
include a check made out to HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH with Gift Cards marked in the memo line.
Orders and checks are due by the 1st Sunday of each month and the cards will be available by the following
Friday. February orders are due on Sunday, February 4, 2018. If are unable to attend church that day, just
drop your order in the box early or give us a call.
Questions? Give us a call – we will be happy to answer them.
Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 - jsirabian@leonettiassoc.com
Gina Vera – 847 -439-0561 – gvera0908@gmail.com

Pastor Jim, Ann, Joe, Kris and Pat would like to thank the congregation for
the generous staff gifts, and wish you all a Happy New Year!
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1660 Checker Rd.
Long Grove, IL 60047
www.hopelutheran-elca.org

Declare God’s love.
Do God’s will.
Dance with the Spirit.

Regular Sunday Worship:
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship Service
9:45 a.m. Sunday School/Grounds for Hope Café
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service

Special Worship for Lent:
Wednesdays: February 14, 21, 28; March 7, 14, 21
6:00 p.m. Potluck Dinner
7:00 p.m. Worship

Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org
Join Hope on Facebook by using the link on the website or by searching for
‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’ and then clicking on the ‘Like”
button. The website and Facebook page have updates on events at Hope,
pictures and other miscellaneous information.

