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Have you ever had periods of time—
maybe days or weeks or months—
when your joy had evaporated? Maybe
it left all at once, or it may have sifted
away like the sand in an hourglass,
and by the time you realized it, you
had been sapped of the strength
needed to flip the timepiece over.
Were you robbed? Did someone break
the lock and steal your joy? You do an
inspection and come to the conclusion
that no lock was picked, no alarms
were set off, and yet, somehow,
mysteriously, your joy was gone, it
had disappeared into thin air. Was it
all in an instant, or was it a gradual
decline into distress - so subtle a drift
that you all at once realize it has
disappeared and you begin to wonder
if it is too late to get it back?
“The thief comes only to steal and kill
and destroy; I have come that they
may have life, and have it to the
full.” John 10:10
The enemy, the prince of darkness, is
that detestable thief who robs us. He
tries to mess with us and take away
everything good that Jesus suffered
immeasurably and died for us to have.
How does the thief often threaten our
joy? By bringing pain, illness, fear,
shattered dreams, disastrous effects of
sin, circumstances that strip us of
comfort, and prayers that seem to go
unanswered, just to name a few.

Pastor Jim Andrews
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I admit that too often I attempt to find joy in what I
think will make me happy and comfortable. It’s so
easy to confuse the two when our flesh is so drawn
to comfort. We are too easily satisfied with short,
temporary bursts of pleasure, rather than the pure,
satisfying joy that we find in our Savior.
Joy is the byproduct of the gospel, not of our
circumstances. Without salvation in Jesus, there
would be no joy, only temporary happiness. So when
we find ourselves battling despair, we need to go to
God’s Word and ask God to freshly remind us of what
we truly deserve apart from God’s saving grace.
This truth helps to shift our emotions and pain into
a proper perspective, freeing us to experience the joy
that is ours in Christ.
For this reason, these disappointing and distressing
realities of life can actually be God’s goodness to us.
For when he strips away the comforts and blessings
that we tend to expect and fear losing, we are
suddenly forced to wrestle with where we are
placing our hope. We are forced to seek our joy in
our provider, rather than settling for mere enjoyment
in God’s gifts.
"Restore to me the joy of your salvation and uphold
me with a willing spirit." King David’s words from
Psalm 51:12 are life-giving, and they lift our eyes to
the source of our joy. They also remind us that we
are not capable of producing this joy within ourselves
but, we are able to ask for God’s Spirit to awaken us
to the joy we have in Christ.
As I have prayed this verse in my own fight for joy,
I have been reminded that although He has not
chosen to remove this heartache and struggle from
my life, He has used it to plow the hardened soil of
my heart in order that the fruit of joy might be
produced in me.
This world can bring disappointment and pain,
but it cannot steal our joy when our salvation is
secured in Christ. Because we are quick to forget this
unmerited existence, we can pray in these moments
of despair and heartache, “Restore to me the joy of
your salvation!”

Uphold Me with your free Spirit…David knew he had
to be reminded that his joy was first found in God’s
promised salvation, not in his circumstances or his
own goodness. However, he also knew that joy would
only come through a willing and submissive spirit to
God’s work in his life.
The same is true for us. Our eternal joy is secure in our
salvation, but our immediate joy is also reliant on a
willing spirit to serve and trust him completely and
obediently, even when life takes us down a path we
never expected or would have asked for. We do not
obey because we feel forced into it, but we trust that
Christ will support us and faithfully bring us to
completion by his good and perfect will, using
imperfect people and a broken world to accomplish
this feat.
If I’m honest, the root of my struggle for joy has
stemmed from the fact that I’m resistant to accept
what God has allowed. I’m incredibly thankful for how
He has sustained and protected me through so many
hard times, but my flesh still rears its ugly head too
often. Unfortunately, this can trigger a bitter attitude
towards life at times. By His grace, God often doesn’t
allow me to stay there for very long before the
realization hits me that I’m heading down a miserable
and joyless path.
Right when I feel like I’m sinking, God pulls me up and
sets my feet firmly on God’s promises. The Lord has
given me a willing spirit. This power does not come
from our own strength, but from the power of God’s
Spirit within us. This is the God that we serve. One that
sees us, one that pursues us, and one that upholds us.
God knows our every need and knows exactly when we
need it. Yes, God may allow the winds and the waves to
come, but God promises to carry us through them.
Are you feeling as though the light has gone out of you
and joy is nowhere to be found? Are you struggling
to accept what God is allowing in your life? Is there
someone you know who is suffering and doesn’t know
where to turn?
You are not alone. As the body of believers, we can
come alongside of each other and remind one another
of the joy we have in Christ. We do not grieve as those
without hope. So whatever circumstances you find
yourself in, I encourage you to walk through this new
year with this prayer as your banner today: “Restore to
me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a
willing spirit”.
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Dear Friends,
Lately, I’ve been reading a lot about happiness and joy. The Five Secrets of
Happiness, The Book of JOY, Surprised by Joy, etc. Often, we speak of Joy and
Happiness as if they are synonyms. But are they the same?
I consider myself a happy person. I have a loving family, wonderful friends, I
love my church, pets, and job. But, when reading some old letters from my
cousin, who passed way too young from cancer, each one was signed, “Choose
JOY!” I thought, well, I do choose JOY. But do I really focus on being JOYFUL
each day? And do I make a conscious effort to share my JOY with those around me? And, is JOY the same
as happiness? Does it come from within? Does God have something to do with it? (I’m guessing yes ☺)
Coincidentally, if there is such a thing, Pastor Jim’s devotion at the January Council meeting was about…
you guessed it….JOY! In an effort to find and SHARE more JOY, and gain deeper understanding, and find
a way to share the JOY of the Lord with those around us, this year’s theme for HOPE will be JOY!
Please join me in this journey of gaining a deeper understanding of JOY; where to find it; how to share it.
Blessings,
Renee Clark
Council President

For the first time in many years this fall’s Stewardship appeal put a specific
challenge before the congregation. We asked each family to consider increasing
their weekly giving by $10 per week in a move toward a tithe. I am pleased and
proud to report the response was excellent! Many families met or exceeded the challenge and several others submitted a pledge for the first time. This wonderful expression of your Stewardship will allow us to continue all of our ministries and
execute on our plans for growth. Thank you!
No Stewardship update would be complete without a reminder that Stewardship is
just as much about Time and Talent. Money is important but the thing that will really
help spread the Gospel and allow Hope to grow is your ideas and energy. Please
listen for the call of the Holy Spirit as you read this newsletter, attend Sunday
Services, or in your daily prayers, and respond with joy!

February Membership Anniversaries
NAME:

YEARS AS A MEMBER OF HOPE:

Pat Avery

25

Tom & Mary Geocaris & family

30

Tom & Laurie Lowry

30

Dwight & Pat Mater

30

Bryan & Susan Nielsen

5

Bill Voss

3

Juanita Wundsam

30
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Someone You Should Know:
Fred Vogt, Current Properties Director
In the months ahead, we plan on highlighting some of our long time members here
at Hope in order to shine a light on saints of the church who have selflessly given
their time and talents for the mission of God’s church on earth. There are so many
wonderful examples of servanthood in our midst that we can identify, and we will do
our best to lift these individuals up, not to glorify them, but to help all of us to see what
a blessing they have been to all of us, and to give us some familiarity with who they
are-in many cases putting a face to a name.
The first person whom we would like to introduce you to is Fred Vogt. If ever there was
an example of a lifelong, dyed in the wool Lutheran, I think we could point to Fred.
Fred attended Carthage College in Kenosha, WI, where he met his wife, Cindy, who
has been his partner in marriage for “42 years and counting”.
Fred has two adult sons, Darrin, age 32, who is married to Alison, through whom was born Fred and Cindy’s first
grandchild, Jackson (1 ½ years); and son, Steven, who is married to his wife, Carrie Ann, and through whom their
second grandchild, Morgan, was born (6 months). Darrin and Steven are also graduates of Carthage….and they
chose to attend Carthage totally on their own!
Since attending Carthage, Fred went on to earn a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Roosevelt University
in 1984. This degree has served him well in the following capacities:
Village of Hoffman Estates Engineering and Public Works staff….1976 to 1987
Public Works Director 1987 to 1993
City of Wood Dale… Director of City Services 1993 to 1996
City of Rolling Meadows …Director of Public Works 1996 to 2017
Director of PW and Community Development 2017 to present
Other ways that Fred has served his community in a volunteer basis:
United Way of Schaumburg / Hoffman Estates Board member 1986 to 1992
Rotary Club of Rolling Meadows 1999 to present (including President, Treasurer, Secretary)
Arlington Heights Park District youth Soccer coach, 1996 to 2000
Arlington Heights Park District youth Baseball coach assistant, 2000 to 2006
Buffalo Grove Park District youth (college) Baseball coach assistant, 2006 to 2008
As you can see, Fred has been a great servant to his community, but as involved and busy as he has been, he has
been every bit as great a servant to his church and his friends at Hope. Cindy and Fred became members of Hope
Lutheran Church in June of1979.Here are just some of the ways that Fred has ministered to all of us over the years:
Lector since 1980
Usher since 1980
Building Committee 1985-86
Church Council 1992-95, 2018-present
HOPE Fund committee 2010-2014
Usher coordinator since approx. 2004
Unofficial historian of records since 1993
Pastoral Search committee 2014-2015
Alter guild participant since 1979
Communion Assistant periodically since 2010
Worship & Music Committee since 2004
Pastor McPherson retirement committee and 35th anniversary committee (2012-2013)
If Fred and Cindy are ever missing on a Sunday morning, you can be pretty certain that they are of on a welldeserved vacation traveling somewhere…possibly off to see their grandson in Minnesota or any one of the other
49 states. To date, Fred and Cindy have explored 49 of our 50 states, with the final state, Alaska, about to be added
to their calendar. They have also been to all 30 Major league baseball team stadiums, and at least 20 Presidential
museums, including all of the 20th century Presidents.
Now that you know a little bit more about Fred, I hope you will find something that you have in common to talk with him
about. Stop and say hello and get to know him better. Above all, thank Fred for all of his years of wonderful service to
the rest of us. May his humble example of a true follower of Christ, be a stirring example to us all.
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Church members, Committees, etc. are asked to visit the storage room that is
accessible from the sanctuary. We are running out of storage space, and believe
there are materials stored there that are no longer in use and/or will not be used in
the future.
It is asked that the effort be made to mark all items (with post It notes, paper and
tape, etc.) as to items to SAVE and to whom they belong (a person, a Committee, a
Church season (advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter, etc.)
If items can be disposed of, please do so OR mark them accordingly for disposal.
It is asked that this be completed by April 1… so that Properties Committee can then have a “spring clean up day” of
items to be disposed of, and to better organize the essential storage needs.

Any questions, please contact Fred Vogt.

Northwest Suburban Interfaith
Council News
Congregation Beth Judea is collecting
empty prescription pill bottles to clean
and send to clinics in countries that
need containers for medications. If you
have any empty prescription
pill containers and would like
to donate them, please remove the label /
personal information and put
them in the designated box
in the narthex.
Thank you!

MEN ONLY
Feb 2nd...TC's house…
5:00 ish (unless you would like to help with the fire).
Bring a drink to share with dinner…
and an appetizer or side dish if you like.
I will provide drinks before & after dinner
Please Sign up in the narthex...cost $10

Pub Chats
Wednesday evenings,
a couple of times a month,
at Pub 83 in Long Grove
7:00 p.m.
Starting a 3-session study: “Is It Okay to Doubt?
What do you do when you start to doubt? Perhaps you wonder if God really cares about you,
or you’re troubled by a certain Christian belief, or you have a hard time believing a good God
could let such evil exist. Worse, you may wonder if you are truly a Christian if you have
doubts. This 3-session study will help us discover what the Bible has to say about doubts.
January 30—”Does Doubt Signal the End of Faith?”
February 13—”What Should I Do if I Have Doubts?”
February 27—”Can Doubt Actually Strengthen My Faith?”
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Last month I talked about the benefits of worshiping together. This month I’d like to
continue by discussing generally the nature and purpose of praise, particularly praise to God.
C.S. Lewis wrote:
“I think we delight to praise what we enjoy because the praise not merely expresses but completes
the enjoyment; it is its appointed consummation. It is not out of compliment that lovers keep on
telling one another how beautiful they are; the delight is incomplete till it is expressed. It is frustrating to have discovered a new author and not to be able to tell anyone how good he is; to come
suddenly, at the turn of the road, upon some mountain valley of unexpected grandeur and then to
have to keep silent because the people with you care for it no more than for a tin can in the ditch;
to hear a good joke and find no one to share it with.”
As a modern example of what I think Lewis was talking about, think about the question “What have you seen on TV
recently?” Nothing seems to get people more excited than talking about watching “Bird Box” or “The Office.” It
seems that there is a special excitement about sharing your favorite TV program with others, and vice versa. There’s
a cohesiveness, a closeness that comes with these shared experiences. Following Lewis’ theory, it would appear that
the enjoyment of a particular program is made complete by expressing that enjoyment to others, or in other words,
praising the program.
Now, with all due respect to all my Netflix-binge-watching friends, this is lame. TV shows are obviously
entertaining, but how do they compare with the “inexpressible and glorious joy” of knowing Jesus (I Peter 1:8)?
Is “The Black Mirror” almighty and all-knowing? Will “Game of Thrones” provide you with eternal life? Clearly
not. So, if C.S. Lewis is correct that praise is the consummation of enjoyment, and if we can get that excited about
a TV show, why shouldn’t we get 10 times as excited about worshiping God? Perhaps the best example of worshipbased excitement is the description of King David when the temple was restored to Jerusalem: ‘Wearing a linen
ephod, David was dancing before the Lord with all his might, while he and all Israel were bringing up the ark of the
Lord with shouts and the sound of trumpets.” (2 Samuel 16: 14). Dancing with all his might? Shouts and trumpets?
Oh, my. What would people say? David could not contain himself, and worshiped himself into an ecstatic frenzy.
How much better would this be than just talking about a TV show?
If you are not yet at the ecstatic frenzy stage, then consider this: Swedish researchers have found that singing in a
group improves the participants’ psychological well-being, more so than singing alone or playing a team sport.
Research has also suggested that singing in a choir helps lower stress and blood pressure levels, and could even
improve symptoms of Parkinson’s disease, depression and lung disease. There’s even a book by Stacy Horn called
Imperfect Harmony: Finding Happiness Singing with Others.
So, the best expression of our love for God and our appreciation of His love for us is found in praising Him together,
and it even improves your physical and mental health! What’s holding you back? Since we have been contemplating
a more excellent worship experience this year, I can’t wait to see you in church next week, improving your health or
perhaps even dancing before the Lord with all your might. I think you’ll feel better for it!

Chuck Johnson, Worship & Music Director †♫
GIFT CARD PROGRAM
VALENTINE’S DAY – FANNIE MAY – NEED I SAY MORE?
Orders and checks are due by the 1st Sunday of each month and the cards will be available
by the following Friday.
February orders are due on Sunday, February 3, 2010. If you are unable to attend church
that day, just drop your order in the box early or give us a call.
Questions? Give us a call – we will be happy to answer them.
Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 - jsirabian@leonettiassoc.com

Gina Vera – 847 -439-0561 – gvera0908@gmail.com

February, 2019

When:

Page 7

Thursday, February 21, 2019, 9:30 a.m.

Where:

Small fellowship hall at church

Book:

“People of the Book” by Geraldine Brooks

Leader:

Karen Meyer

Hostess: Paula Weglarz
In 1996, Hanna Heath, a young Australian book conservator, is called to analyze the
famed Sarajevo Haggadah, a priceless six-hundred-year-old Jewish prayer book that has
been salvaged from a destroyed Bosnian library. When Hanna discovers a series of artifacts
in the centuries' old book, she unwittingly exposes an international cover up.
Thursday evening Men's Study:

“Great food…
good fellowship…
fun discussions”
All men are welcome!
Join us at 6:30 p.m. each week.

Hannah Circle
will meet on
February 26th at 7:30 pm
at Sherry Hoesly’s home.
Questions? Contact Debbie
Duffy at
duffyde626@aol.com

Grounds For Hope Café

CRAZY LOVE
The class continues through February with the 10 week study: Crazy Love:
Overwhelmed by a Relentless God by Francis Chan. God is love. Crazy,
relentless, all-powerful love. Have you ever wondered if we're missing it? Are
you hungry for an authentic faith that addresses the problems of our world with
tangible, even radical, solutions? God is calling you to a passionate love relationship with Himself.
Because when you're wildly in love with someone, it changes everything. Come join us between
services. I'm sure that this book will change your relationship with God in incredible ways.
From Jeff Whitehead:
To all at Hope, on behalf of my family, we wish to thank everyone who came to or helped
out at the Celebration of Life Service for my mother, Barbara Whitehead.
The church looked splendid with all of the Christmas decorations still up. Our
members were most inviting to my family and other guests who attended.
The lunch that the Fellowship Committee put together was fabulous and the added salads and desserts
were absolutely delicious. My out of town family made several remarks as to how organized everything was
and that so many people pitched in to make the event appear effortless, when we know that great effort
was expended.
Special thanks to Ann Wood, Pat Avery and Pastor Jim for the service itself.
My mother attended church all of her life and to see this service at the end would have made her immensely
proud that she was a member of Hope Lutheran Church.

Pastor Jim, Ann, Joe, Robert and Pat would like to thank the
congregation for the generous staff gifts, and wish you all a
Happy New Year!
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MOM Committee
UPCOMING EVENTS
Feb 10…A member family was so excited about the “guest” tumblers and mugs that they wanted to
“gift” them to HOPE members. If you would like one (and this is for EACH member…not “per
family”, please pick them up before or after services on February 10th. ALSO…since we are
trying to ‘spread the word’ about HOPE…please feel free to take one for your friend(s) as well
as family.
April 13…Easter Egg Hunt...featuring the Easter Bunny, Obstacle bouncy (8+yrs) playhouse bouncy (7 yrs
and below), face painters, crafts and of course, food. All FREE…invite your neighbors, friends and
family. 11-2PM
NARTHEX
We hope (no pun intended) you noticed the new wall-hangings in the narthex…if you haven’t, take a
close look. Each hanging features HOPE activities & missions…and does a great job of “telling our
story”. They also serve as a great “talking point” if you happen to be ‘saying hello’ to a guest. A special
thanks to Vivian and Gene Sekel as well as Ellen Allen for pulling this together.
GREETERS
We are starting a greeter ministry. The tumblers & mugs are part of this (along with the suckers &
mints). Essentially we all are greeters. If you see and are speaking to a guest, we encourage you to
offer them a greeter bag that sits on the ‘welcome’ table in the narthex. We would like to broaden this
a bit…to include such things as holding open doors and greeting everyone (including members) as they
enter. If you would like to be a part of this, please give me a call or let the office know.
JOIN OUR TEAM
It’s a ball pulling together our events and especially gratifying when we see our guests & members
having such a wonderful time. And it’s also pretty cool being part of updating areas of the church, such
as the narthex. We are at the onset of the New Year…and trying to identify additional efforts on which
we should focus. Please let us know
Tom Clark 847-946-3604 tomclark1519@gmail.com
As we wind down after the Christmas season, the
winter break is over and the kids are back to
school, we frequently find ourselves with the winter
blues. But, to help bring us out of those seemingly
gloomy days, it is important to remember that the
Youth still meet every Sunday morning in the youth
room during the Sunday School hour.
All are welcome & the more the merrier!!!
Stay tuned to the newsletter, your bulletins on Sunday
mornings, and the web site for future plans involving
our Youth!
Peace,
Hope's Youth Committee
Pam Kennedy, Tom Meyer, & Amy Pabst

February, 2019

Page 9

1660 Checker Rd.
Long Grove, IL 60047
www.hopelutheran-elca.org

Declare God’s love.
Do God’s will.
Dance with the Spirit.

Sunday Morning Worship:
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:45 a.m. Sunday School and Grounds for Hope
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship

To contact the church office: hopelutheran- elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070.
Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement
church-wide via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.
To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:
pmater@aol.com

Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org
Join Hope on Facebook by using the link on the website or by searching for
‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’ and then clicking on the ‘Like”
button. The website and Facebook page have updates on events at Hope,
pictures and other miscellaneous information.

