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Pastor Jim Andrews

Dear Friends,
Have you lost all the weight you made
a resolution to lose yet? Have you
gotten your finances straightened out
yet? Have you made amends in all
of your relationships, forgiven those
who hurt you, straightened out your
parental mistakes, gotten back on
your workout schedule, changed
your diet to healthier choices, started
getting 8 or more hours of sleep a
night, cut down on your screen time,
started showing more affection toward
your spouse, started reading your
Bible daily, set regular time aside for
prayer, become less judgmental,
attended more worship services, or
whatever resolutions you committed
yourself to start this new year? Have
you accomplished any of that?
For most of us, the answer is an
emphatic NO, NOT EVEN CLOSE!
And that isn’t surprising, because
changes like that don’t come overnight. Changes only happen when we
are intentional, repetitive, and when
we are open to forgiveness and
support. Intentionality occurs when we
recognize the need for change and we
make up our minds to do something
about it. We become repetitive when
we begin to seek new behaviors and
new thoughts that are foreign to us
that begin to grow new attitudes in
us the more we practice them. This
requires effort, and the more we
repeat them the easier it gets.
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Some studies say it takes a
minimum of 7 weeks to form
new habits. Repetition,
even when we don’t “feel like
it”, is the art of practicing
intentionality.
Forgiveness happens because we will often fail.
But if we are able and willing to forgive ourselves, it
can go a long way toward restarting and continuing
the process towards making change happen. If we
don’t forgive ourselves it makes it that much easier
to quit. Finding support is the act of gathering
others around us to help us in our new behaviors
and attitudes. In order to accomplish our goals, we
need to choose our support system carefully. The
right support system can encourage us, and also
challenge us. It helps us forgive ourselves, holds
us accountable, accept where we are, and pushes
us toward what we want.
The same can be said about our congregational
goals. We want to make our foundations more solid
through worship, mission and outreach, finances,
growing our youth programs and deepening our faith
in the God who calls us to be His own.

All these things will take intentionality, repetition,
forgiveness and support in order for them to come to
fruition over the next few years. It will take creativity
and our best considerations, honest appraisals,
and clear supportive critiques, self-forgiveness and
forgiveness of others and putting aside our particular
desires in order to address the needs of the entire
community.
As our new Church Council comes on board, made
up of a mix of ongoing and new members, we
will be in a regrouping, regathering period in our
congregation. It’s important for us to realize that
new direction and new practices will take place. Any
decision of change always brings on consternation
as we all have to make adjustments in our behaviors
and attitudes. Our expectations have to adjust from
what used to be to what can be. We have to adjust
from what I want, to what God wants from me. From
what was “normal” to a new “normal”.
As this new Council comes together we will continue
to regroup and solidify the details of practice and
direction, and continue the process of being the
church God wants us to be.
Blessings,
Pastor Jim

February Membership Anniversaries
NAME:
Pat Avery
Tom & Mary Geocaris & Family
Dwight & Pat Mater & Family
Juanita Wundsam
Laurie Lowry
Bryan & Susan Nielsen
Bill Voss

February 25, 2020
7:00 p.m.
At Janice Ausbrook’s home
Thursday evening Men's Study:

“Great food…
good fellowship…
fun discussions”
All men are welcome!
Join us at 6:30 p.m. each week.

YEARS AS A MEMBER OF HOPE:
26
31
31
31
31
6
4

Hope’s Nursery will be staffed
for free baby-sitting
during the
11:00 worship service
on the first and third Sundays
of each month.
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The season of Lent starts on
Ash Wednesday, February 26th.
This brings special opportunities for Worship and Fellowship.
In addition to our regular Sunday morning worship at 8:30 and 11:00,
Wednesday night Lenten Dinners will be held at 6:00 pm, with
Services following dinner at 7:00 pm.
Join us for At the Crossroads, a special series of services for the season of Lent.
Each service in the series reveals in some way how Christ and his cross lead us to
decide the path of God’s will in our many crossroads in life.
Many of those involved in the story of the Passion of Christ came to a crossroads
and had to decide which way to go. Some chose well, some did not, and the stories
of each of these experiences at various crossroads help us to know what to do and
what not to do when we encounter similar crossroads in our own lives. In the end,
each service in the series reveals in some way how Christ and his cross lead us to
decide the path of God’s will for us.

In the Ash Wednesday service in this series the psalmist David reaches the crossroads of
confession and confesses his sins to the Lord. We are called to confess our sins to the Son
of David and find forgiveness in him. The service includes an Imposition of Ashes,
readings from Scripture, a sermon dialog with David and hymns that help us to see the
direction we must take at the crossroads of confession.

Ash Wednesday and Lenten Pot Luck Suppers
What’s your favorite dish? Bring your specialty to share, and spend some time talking with old friends and perhaps
make a few new ones. Mark your calendar for the start of our traditional Pot Luck suppers, starting with Ash
Wednesday on February 26th at 6:00 p.m., followed by worship at 7:00 p.m. We always have a good time!
Sign-up sheet for Ash Wednesday supper will be in the narthex on February 16th.
We don’t have signup sheets for the Lenten suppers, just bring your favorite dish to share. It’s always fun to see what
dishes arrive at our table. I keep hoping one evening will be nothing but desserts – my favorite!
Wednesday Pot Luck Supper Dates – 6:00 p.m.
February 26
Ash Wednesday
March 4
March 11
March 18
March 25
April 1
Last Pot Luck Supper
April 12

Easter Breakfast

Page 4

February 2020

Grounds For Hope Café: The Battle Plan for Prayer
by Steven and Alex Kendrick, producers of the Christian movie War Games,
is designed to help anyone learn how to become a powerful person of prayer. It
begins with prayer’s core purpose, its biblical design, and its impact throughout
history. Readers will be guided scripturally through the fundamentals of how
effective prayer works, inspired towards a closer, more intimate relationship with God,
and shown how to develop specific prayer strategies for each area of life.
Prayer can accomplish what a willing God can accomplish. It should be your first plan of attack in all of life’s
battles, not your last resort. If you want to experience the joy of mightily answered prayer, then it’s time to
engage with God at another level. We will begin this 7 week study on Sunday, Jan.5th. A perfect primer for
prayer leading into Lent!

Pub Chats
Wednesday evenings, a couple of times a month,
at Woodfire Tavern (formerly Pub 83)
in Long Grove at 7:00 p.m.
Join Us!
Continuing the Study:
“Is Our Gospel Too Small?”
In an age of consumerism, are we trying to “sell” Jesus? Are we embracing the whole Bible
or just select parts of it? And is our faith real and deep enough that we can share it with
others—simply, creatively, genuinely? Join us to discuss and learn!
Dec. 4: Do You Have a Stingy Gospel?
Dec. 18: Missional Commuting
Jan. 8: The Gospel of Love
Jan. 22: Living a Vibrant Gospel Lifestyle
Feb. 5: A Whole-Bible Gospel
Feb. 19: The Gospel, a Napkin, & 4 circles
When:
Where:

Thursday, February 13, 2020, 9:30 a.m.
Small fellowship hall at church

Book:

“The Emerald Garden” By Jerry Hill

Leader:

Karen Meyer

Hostess: Pat Lambert
Dexter Hightower is a young boy who grew up in Queens, New York. He was part of a
loving family that was tragically separated, and he had to overcome great adversity. He
spent several years in an orphanage, and found himself questioning God, his parents, and
life in general. He went on to accomplish what most people can only dream about, and yet
found himself very unhappy and questioning his very existence. He met a man who changed
his life forever, and for the very first time all the challenges he faced and adversity he had
gone through, made perfect sense. He was even more amazed when he came upon the gold
gate, and discovered The Emerald Garden. This is a story that will make you laugh, cry, and
cheer. This is a story of someone overcoming great odds, tragedy, sorrow, and depression,
and being amazed at what he discovered.
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February is going to be very busy for HLC youth.
Feb. 2nd, we will be having our 3rd First Sunday Youth Dinner—
this time we will be serving a Japanese-style beef curry over rice and naan.
Feb. 28th-March 2nd, HLC youth will be attending our very own
2020 Winter Retreat in Michigan at Ski Brule.
Each night there, students will have time for small groups
where we will discuss
“What is prayer?” (praise, thanksgiving, confession, asking and listening).

As we begin 2020, I want to remind everyone that this Church functions because of the
efforts of tons of people, who volunteer their time to do basically everything, especially
when it comes to our worship services. Everyone has the ability to serve in the church,
whether it is as an usher, a lector, a communion assistant or something else. Most of these
tasks take little or no effort, but no matter what is done, it is the responsibility of every
Child of God to do something to bring the Kingdom closer. Max Lucado recently posted this
prayer on his website:
Loving Father, you made me, so you know very well that I am but dust. Yet you have called me into your kingdom to
serve you at this specific place, at this specific time, for a very specific purpose. Despite my ordinariness, I belong to
you—and you are anything but ordinary! Help me pour out your grace and compassion among others that they,
too, may experience the richness of your love. Through me, my Father, show others how you can use an ordinary
life to bring extraordinary blessing into the world. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.
I hope that we all pray this prayer in 2020, and then do whatever we can to bring it to pass.
Chuck Johnson, Worship & Music Director †♫
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As we approach my last year as the MOM director…I think of the first 3 years as truly being a
joyful period. We have been blessed with upwards of 30 volunteers for each event…and you
all have made planning the events almost ‘second
nature’. Beyond events, the work done in the narthex highlights HOPEs missions & activities…
and helps to establish who HOPE is as a church…who we are as a congregation… and serves
as conversation points as we greet guests. Thank you all so very much in helping to transform
these visions into a reality.
2020 will see 2 major changes in the MOM events.
1. For budget purposes, HOPE will host 2 events vs 3.
2. The 2 events, Christmas and Easter , will become more HOPE focused, and… they will be held on Sundays, immediately
following the contemporary service.
What does HOPE-focused mean? It means that HOPE members, their extended families (although not members) AS WELL AS
any close friends of members are welcome. Of course, any visitors or guests attending service that day will be encouraged to
join us.
The events themselves will be unchanged…face painting, a craft, cookie decorating (Christmas), a bouncy, photo opportunities
(Easter bunny or Mr. & Mrs. Santa & the manger dress-up scene), and of course a wonderful hotdog lunch.
Specifically, the Christmas Spectacular will take place immediately following the children’s
Christmas pageant with Santa & Mrs. Claus as well as dress-up photo ops in the manger scene,
(and weather-permitting), a horse-drawn sleigh ride. Of course, we will still offer free food AND the event will be FREE of charge.
The Easter event will take place on Palm Sunday after the contemporary service. Following a similar format, the event will be
limited to HOPE members, their extended families, and close friends. The Easter bunny will be there for photo ops, a bouncy,
face-painting
Possibility…Pastor Jim will be speaking with the other two HOPE-based congregations to share these days and the
related events with us.
Beyond events, The MOM committee will be looking for opportunities to enhance the Mission, Outreach and
Membership experiences at HOPE. We encourage everyone who has a passion for a topic to bring it forward for
consideration. Again, my thanks for your support…you have been such a wonderful blessing. Love in Christ…TC

GIFT CARD PROGRAM
VALENTINE’S DAY – FANNIE MAY – NEED I SAY MORE?
Ann put together some statistics that may encourage you to participate in the Gift Card
program – thanks Ann!

There were 48 Jewel gift cards distributed in 2019. There were 33 separate recipients, 8 of whom had never previously received assistance. The church office received at least 125 calls for cards in 2019 where we could not offer
any assistance. That’s about 2½ times as many cards as we actually were able to distribute. These statistics will help
you to realize how easy it is to help people without any extra $$ out of your pocket!
Orders and checks are due by the 1st Sunday of each month and the cards will be available by the following Friday.
February orders are due on Sunday, February 2, 2020. If are unable to attend church that day, just drop your order
in the box early or give us a call.
Questions? Give us a call – we will be happy to answer them.
Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 - jsirabian@leonettiassoc.com
Gina Vera – 847 -439-0561 – gvera0908@gmail.com
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Hope Women’s ‘Help Others’ Project
Each Sunday Pastor Jim reminds us to remember the poor. Here is your chance to do that.
The Women of Hope will do several service projects throughout the year beginning with the Retreat in January and we need the help of the congregation. We are collecting personal hygiene
items and cleaning supplies for these
projects. These items include:
Kleenex
Laundry Detergent
Bandages
Toilet Paper
Bath Soap
Toothbrushes
Paper Towels
Shampoo
Toothpaste
Windex
Deodorant
Socks
All-Purpose Cleaner
Kitchen Trash Bags
Feminine Products
All items can be full or travel size and can be purchased at dollar stores. Cash donations are also welcome to purchase additional items needed.
Please purchase a couple of items each week when you shop and drop them off in the box in the Narthex when you
come on Sunday. Each item will be a blessing to the person that receives it and will help them on their journey in
life.
Thank you in advance for your generosity and for helping the Women of Hope to provide this important ministry.
For information or to answer any questions, please contact Lynne Schneider at 847-565-8263 or Laura Andrews at
708-372-6744.

It all begins with a Shoebox A tangible demonstration of God's Love!
Thank you to everyone who participated
in Operation Christmas Child this year.
I delivered 59 shoeboxes from Hope.
These boxes were added to thousands
of boxes from this area for delivery to
children around the world.
Thank you for showing
God's Love to a child.
Debbie Duffy, coordinator,
Operation Christmas Child
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From Robert Braband, Contemporary Music Director:
I have spoken before about Brenton Brown’s marvelous song “Everlasting God” which the Praise Team debuted
mid-January. Though the lyrics themselves are intriguing and mindful, there is another side of the song that
recently caught my attention. The Contemporary Christian Music scene has versions of this song by three
different artists, and no two of them are exactly the same! When I was working on the arrangement which the
Praise Team would use I had to contend with why the music I had before me didn’t necessarily fit with what I
was hearing. Drove me crazy for a day or two.
When I finally figured out what was going on it became clear that the original composer of the song, Brenton Brown, recorded
the music the way he composed it. Of course. But the versions recorded subsequently by Lincoln Brewster and Chris Tomlin have
subtle changes to the “pre-chorus” section, the lyrics of which are “Our God you reign forever Our Hope our strong Deliv'rer.”
Brown’s original version has one measure of 2/4 meter to spice things up. Tomlin’s version has one measure of 2/4 meter, but it’s
in a different location of the pre-chorus. And Brewster’s version has two measures of 2/4 meter. It’s like the artists who recorded
subsequent versions of the song either didn’t have the original music in front of them in the recording studio and played it by ear
which, in both cases, didn’t serve the original artist’s vision of the music. Or they didn’t know any better (not likely given the
musical stature of them both), or they didn’t care (again not likely.) Most likely? They thought they could do it better than the
original. Artistic minds are like that sometimes.
So why does this matter, especially if the Praise Team has already settled on the version we, and you, are doing in worship?
Because this insight plays directly into something that has come at me from a different angle, but carries the same insight - that
there is “more than one way to do something” and different ways of doing something can still be “right.”
My current “read” is Scott McKnight’s “Reading Romans Backwards” - a bit of contemporary biblical theology that only seminary
people, pastors, and recently retired pastors will read, hence it’s placement on my desk. McKnight’s take on St. Paul’s letter to
the Christians of Rome is that the Church has traditionally mis-read what Paul is saying to the Roman Church. I can attest to that,
as everything I have ever read about how to interpret the letter of Romans is that the first eleven chapters are an explanation of
Paul’s theology - what followers of Christ are to believe about God, Jesus, and salvation. The final five chapters are Pauline
“ethics,” how followers of Christ are to behave, with the question of paying taxes to Caesar and the Empire being the most
pressing. And the final five chapters are an “after-thought.” The “real meat” of Paul’s letter is the theology of salvation, see
Martin Luther for proof of this.
A better way to interpret Romans, McKnight posits, is that the letter was written not to explain Christian theology, but to address
the issue which was fracturing the Roman house churches with classic Pauline “ethical” thinking. The theology supports the
ethics, not the other way around. What is believed becomes the foundation for how the two sides of the church-dispute are to
accept that there is more than one way to be a follower of Christ! Just as there is more than one way to sing “Everlasting God,”
Paul argues that there is more than one way to be a follower of Christ in the churches of Rome.
What are the two sides of the dispute you might ask? I’ll try to give the short answer. The group Paul refers to as “The Weak” are
primarily Jewish-Christians who still attend synagogue worship and follow Torah laws (diet, Sabbath rules, circumcision, etc.) as
they always did before becoming followers of Christ, and who put down those who do not. “The Strong” are primarily formerly
pagan Christians who do not follow Torah law, see no need for doing so because of the freedom Christ brought, and who put
down those who do. Paul’s demand is that for peace to reign at the center of the Empire each side must adopt what he would
call “Christo-formity,” to behave, to “do ethics” as Christ did, with love, charity, setting aside personal gain for the sake of the
community. In other words, there is more than one way to be a follower of Christ in Rome - each side must accept that those
whose practice of Christianity is different than theirs are equally valid and true to Christ.
The Church we modern-day Christians have created would do well to re-read Paul’s letter to the Romans with McKnight’s insights
because we find it far too easy to succumb to the same instincts, that the way “we” do Church and what “we” believe is the only
right way. In truth, there are many ways to be followers of Christ in the modern world, and our task is to embrace
“Christo-formity” to accept those whose beliefs and practices differ from our own. What we have in common - “If God is for us,
who can be against us?” - outweighs the taking of sides.
Through it all, I praise St. Paul, Brenton Brown, Chris Tomlin, and Lincoln Brewster for all of this, and will relish these insights
every time Hope’s Praise Team leads us in singing “Everlasting God.”
“Everlasting God” CCLI Song #4556538 Brenton Brown Ken Riley copyright 2005 Thank you Music
(Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) All rights reserved.
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1660 Checker Rd.
Long Grove, IL 60047
www.hopelutheran-elca.org

Declare God’s love.
Do God’s will.
Dance with the Spirit.

Sunday Worship Schedule:
8:30 a.m.: Traditional Worship Service
9:45 a.m.: Sunday School and Grounds for Hope Cafe
11:00 a.m.: Contemporary Worship Service
Starting Ash Wednesday, February 26:
Wednesday evening Lent worship
6:00 p.m.: Potluck supper
7:00 p.m.: Worship service
Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org
Join Hope on Facebook by using the link on the website or by searching
for ‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’ and then clicking on the ‘Like”
button. The website and Facebook page have updates on events at Hope,
pictures and other miscellaneous information.
To contact the church office: hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070.
Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement
church-wide via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.
To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:
pmater@aol.com

