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A day on our church calendar that
seems to have lost much of its
significance is Epiphany. Not only
is it the final day of the Christmas
celebration, January 6, but also
marks the season that extends to the
beginning of Lent on Ash Wednesday.
The word epiphany has a variety
of meanings, most significantly, a
manifestation, or a shining of light.
Throughout the Advent and Christmas
seasons our theme ‘Arise and Shine’
was focused on the many ways that
Jesus shines His light upon the world.
Light continues to be our focus
throughout the season of Epiphany.
Interestingly, the Day of the Epiphany,
along with Easter and Pentecost, is
one of the three oldest and most
important festivals observed by
Christians throughout the world. This
is true even though today the festival
seems to be little understood and
under-celebrated, at least in the U.S.
The Festival of the Epiphany
apparently had its origin in the east at
the beginning of the 3rd century. By
the end of that century, January 6
had become the accepted date for its
celebration. At that time, the Day of
Epiphany commemorated the birth of
Jesus, His Baptism, and His first
miracle at Cana in Galilee. At the
outset, it was a splendid, multi-layered
commemoration.
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By mid, 4th century, the Western Church moved
the celebration of Christmas as the birthday of
Jesus to December 25. So the Epiphany festival
took on new meaning for the western, and many
eastern, churches. The visit of the Wise Men came
into prominence on Epiphany day, and, in time,
other events were assigned to the Sundays of the
Epiphany season. For example, today we
commemorate the baptism of Jesus on the 1st
Sunday after the Epiphany.
Epiphany proclaims great Scriptural truths to us.
This time of celebration proclaims that Jesus, born
in Bethlehem, is true God made man. It announces
that God has appeared among us as the Promised
One who is to be the Savior of all people of every
nation, Gentiles as well as Jews. At Christmas
we emphasize that God became man. Epiphany
focuses on the truth that this human being born in
Bethlehem is truly God; He is the God-man.
The stories of Epiphany vividly reveal the reason
the Son of God came among us as one of us. He
has come as the fulfillment of God’s promises to
send a Messiah who would save all people, without
any kind of exception, from sin, its condemning
and life-controlling power, and to restore all kinds
of people everywhere to the presence and power
of God.

This salvation, which Simeon called “a light for
revelation to the Gentiles and for the glory of your
[God’s] people Israel,” is also demonstrated by the
visit of the Wise Men to the child Jesus. These
Wise Men (or Magi) were not Jews. They were
Gentiles whom God led to Jesus by a brilliant star
in order to manifest that His saving plan is indeed
for Gentiles as well as Jews.
Because the Son of God was born as a human
being, He was able to suffer and die for our sins in
our place. And because He is God, His suffering
and death are sufficient to pay in full the debt we
owe to God for our sinfulness and disobedience.

His resurrection from the dead, the greatest of all
epiphanies, causes His victory to shine forth in
radiant splendor. Salvation is for all of us through
faith in Jesus Christ, God’s own Son, and this
message is the greatest splendor of Epiphany.
As we move through this Epiphany Season, we will
continue to seek the light of Christ, shining in our
sometimes dark, dreary, and dangerous world.
In turn, we will be enabled by God to live lives that
are truly enlightened by God’s grace and by God’s
Word.
Bask in the splendors of Epiphany, every single
brilliant facet of the season, and praise the Lord for
the sending of Jesus to be the light that brightens
our dark world!
Wishing all of you a bright, Holy Spirit led Happy New
Year!
Pastor Jim

Dear Friends,
Although this is the January Hopeful, as I write this, it is one week before Christmas.
There are people everywhere zooming around making final shopping decisions and
preparations to celebrate the Holidays with family and friends. It is a stressful time
for some, a busy time for many, and a time to celebrate for most in our community.
My wish for you that you take time to rest, to relax, spend time with family and
friends, and share the JOY of Jesus Christ's birth and his LOVE for the world. May this
JOY, this LOVE, and this PEACE that passes all understanding, follow you and stay with
you into the new year and always.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
LOVE,
Renee Clark
Council President
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At the Annual Meeting on January 26, the congregation will be electing new officers for
the Church Council. There are several positions open.
• President—Heads the Church Council and provides leadership to the congregation.
• Vice-President—Assists the Council President and assists with budgeting and Council
nominations. (1 year term)
• Secretary—Keep accurate permanent records of Council and the Annual Meeting
• Treasurer—Distributes funds and maintains the financial records of the congregation.
(1 year term)
• Fellowship—Provide for congregational gatherings, special events and social interaction.
• Properties—Fred Vogt will be taking a second term.
• Stewardship Director—Direct the utilization of members’ time, talents and treasures to enhance God’s work in the
congregation.
• Christian Education—Supervise the Congregation’s educational programs through Sunday School, Bible Classes and
Vacation Bible School.

Non-council positions are also open for candidates.
• Board of Trustees for Property—Oversee the physical building and grounds, service contracts and outside groups
requesting to use the property
• H.O.P.E. Fund—Administration of Hope’s Endowment Funds.

The Church Council hopes that you will prayerfully consider stepping up to fill one of these positions. The church is
in need of leadership to foster growth and Christian fellowship.
For more information or to put your name in nomination, contact Lynne Schneider at 847-565-8263.

January Membership Anniversaries

NAME:
Tami Zommer

YEARS AS A MEMBER OF HOPE:
2
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Hope Women’s ‘Help Others’ Project
Each Sunday Pastor Jim reminds us to remember the poor. Here is your chance to do that.
The Women of Hope will do several service projects throughout the year beginning with the Retreat in January and
we need the help of the congregation. We are collecting personal hygiene items and cleaning supplies for these
projects. These items include:
Kleenex
Laundry Detergent
Bandages
Toilet Paper
Bath Soap
Toothbrushes
Paper Towels
Shampoo
Toothpaste
Windex
Deodorant
Socks
All-Purpose Cleaner
Kitchen Trash Bags
Feminine Products
All items can be full or travel size and can be purchased at dollar stores. Cash donations are also
welcome to purchase additional items needed.
Please purchase a couple of items each week when you shop and drop them off in the box in the Narthex when you
come on Sunday. Each item will be a blessing to the person that receives it and will help them on their journey in
life.
Thank you in advance for your generosity and for helping the Women of Hope to provide this important ministry.
For information or to answer any questions, please contact Lynne Schneider at 847-565-8263 or Laura Andrews at
708-372-6744.

Holiday Wish Drive
Bringing Joy During the Holidays Through Giving

Thank you to all who participated in Hope's
Holiday Wish Drive supporting residents of
Vernon Township. This program provided
150 gifts to 45 people who will definitely feel
the spirit of Christmas this year.
In addition, special thanks to the group who
came out to do extra shopping, sorting,
bagging and delivering of the gifts. Your
giving spirit was truly appreciated and made
this event extra special.
Wishing everyone a peace-filled Christmas
season,
Jennie Pankiewicz
Community Relations
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Where has the time gone? It seems like just yesterday school started. HLC
Youth have been busy this last fall with service projects, painting, and youth
dinners. Thank you to all who have helped by investing both time and
financially to many of our youth events.
Looking ahead to the new year, we are excited to announce our annual
“Kickin’ Chili” youth contest/fundraiser. Proceeds are to go toward new
youth sofas (currently we have enough funds for 1-1/2 sofas) and youth
leadership conference/service project—July 27-31, 2020.
Youth dinner will be Jan. 5th from 5:00—7:00. Open to all middle and high school students, college
students home for break are also encouraged to attend.
Happy New Year,
Ben
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Pub Chats
Wednesday evenings, a couple of times a month,
at Pub 83 in Long Grove at 7:00 p.m.
Join Us!
Continuing the Study:
“Is Our Gospel Too Small?”
In an age of consumerism, are we trying to “sell” Jesus? Are we embracing the whole Bible
or just select parts of it? And is our faith real and deep enough that we can share it with
others—simply, creatively, genuinely? Join us to discuss and learn!
Dec. 4: Do You Have a Stingy Gospel?
Dec. 18: Missional Commuting
Jan. 8: The Gospel of Love
Jan. 22: Living a Vibrant Gospel Lifestyle
Feb. 5: A Whole-Bible Gospel
Feb. 19: The Gospel, a Napkin, & 4 circles
Materials available in the narthex

HOPE MOM Committee
Our HOPE community is so beautiful. You really showed
how we love & care about others…how much better can
it get? Thank you so much…what a blessing you are.
CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR…Beautifully set up for Santa & Manger scene photos…pony rides with angel
attendees, making Christmas ornaments & decorating cookies…bouncy rides for all kids…face painting and of course the best
100% beef hot dogs in the biz. Merry Christmas.
Parents NIGHT OUT…The December Parents Night Out is intended to give HOPE parents a break & enjoy some time
together without worrying about their kids. The Claysons came up with the idea last December, which was well received by
HOPE families…they decided to host again last week, Dec 7th. A special thanks to the Clayson family.
Babysitting increased…the Youth Group decided to expand sitting help to BOTH the first and third Sundays.
(2nd service). The first Sunday of every month…at the contemporary service…the Youth Group will be available to babysit at no
charge.

The MOM committee would love some fresh ideas to what we do as a congregation and how we become involved in our surrounding community. I would like to see us modify the events we offer three times/year…so that more members can take advantage of & become involved with, the things we choose in which to participate. Join in…our meetings are kept to an hour…
and we actually get a lot of things done. Let me know. Thx TC
Tom Clark 847-946-3604 tomclark1519@gmail.com
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During Advent 2019, our worship services focused on the theme of “Light”; how Jesus’
coming into the world brought light to an otherwise darkened world and how we are to react
to the presence of that Holy Light. Now, as Christmas approaches, we celebrate the arrival of
the Light of God’s Love in our own lives in the form of a tiny child, and we give thanks for this
immortal and precious gift.
But soon the Holidays will be over, the winter will drag on, and the light and warmth of Jesus’ birth will become
more distant. Soon the day-to-day issues of life will obscure the brightness of the light that we so recently
celebrated. How can we insure that the light continues to burn brightly in our lives?
The science of light reflection says that when light rays strike a smooth surface, they reflect off at the same angle in
a single, opposite direction from the original path. But when light rays strike a rough surface, they scatter randomly
off the surface, reflecting in a thousand different directions. By extension, if light rays strike one rough surface, and
then another and another, the light is reflected in millions of directions, illuminating everything around.
You and I are rough, my friends (some of us rougher than others.) We have issues, concerns, problems and
difficulties. Many of us are difficult to deal with. Thankfully, when the light of Christ strikes us, it reflects off our
rough exteriors in many directions, touching those around us. And when many rough individuals gather together
in one place, and the light of Christ shines on that group, it reflects off in innumerable directions. The light now
reaches millions of others that it may not have touched otherwise, and it gives them light and warmth.
So how can we maximize the reflective properties inherent in each of us? By gathering together as the Body of
Christ in worship! When we worship together, and when we go out from worship into the world, we reflect
Christ’s light to the entire world. God’s eternal love, shown in the light of Christmas, is exponentially increased
when it is reflected by his children gathering together to worship Him.
In the new year, I ask each of you to take every opportunity to come together in worship, and to go out in the
world and reflect the light of Christ in your everyday lives. The world will be infinitely brighter as a result.
Chuck Johnson, Worship & Music Director †♫

GIFT CARD PROGRAM
How about some gift cards to make use of the after-Christmas and January sales at Kohl’s, Macy’s, Lord & Taylor,
etc. etc. while helping our neighbors in need at the same time – another WIN/WIN!! Add that to the everyday
purchases at Jewel, Walmart, Target, Walgreen’s, Mariano’s, and Shell, and you will find many opportunities to help
others.

There are hard copies of the Vendor List on the info table at church. You may call or email either of us or Ann and
tell us what you want, or you may just write the cards you want on a note and leave it in the box on the info table –
you do NOT have to use the computer, so don’t let that deter you from ordering. Be sure to include a check made
out to HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH with Gift Cards marked in the memo line.
Orders and checks are due by the 1st Sunday of each month and the cards will be available
by the following Friday. January orders are due on Sunday, January 5, 2020. If you are
unable to attend church that day, just drop your order in the box early or give us a call.
Questions? Give us a call – we will be happy to answer them.
Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 - jsirabian@leonettiassoc.com
Gina Vera – 847 -439-0561 – gvera0908@gmail.com
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When:

Thursday, January 16, 2020, 9:30 a.m.

Where:

Small fellowship hall at church

Book:

“The Color of Heaven” By Julianne MacLean

Leader:

Cindy Vogt

Hostess: Shirley Singer
A deeply emotional tale about Sophie Duncan, a successful columnist whose world falls
apart after her daughter’s unexpected illness and her husband’s shocking affair. When it
seems nothing else could possibly go wrong, her car skids off an icy road and plunges into
a frozen lake. There, in the cold dark depths of the water, a profound and extraordinary
experience unlocks the surprising secrets from Sophie’s past, and teaches her what it means
to truly live...and love.

Starting in January, Book Nook will change their regularly scheduled meeting to the 2nd
Thursday of each month.

Grounds For Hope Café: The Battle Plan for Prayer
by Steven and Alex Kendrick, producers of the Christian movie War Games,
is designed to help anyone learn how to become a powerful person of prayer. It
begins with prayer’s core purpose, its biblical design, and its impact throughout
history. Readers will be guided scripturally through the fundamentals of how
effective prayer works, inspired towards a closer, more intimate relationship with
God, and shown how to develop specific prayer strategies for each area of life.
Prayer can accomplish what a willing God can accomplish. It should be your first plan of attack in all of life’s
battles, not your last resort. If you want to experience the joy of mightily
answered prayer, then it’s time to engage with God at another level. We will begin this 7 week study on
Sunday, Jan.5th. A perfect primer for prayer leading into Lent!
Thursday evening Men's Study:

“Great food…
good fellowship…
fun discussions”

Hope’s Nursery will be staffed
for free baby-sitting
during the
11:00 worship service
on the first and third Sundays
of each month.

All men are welcome!
Join us at 6:30 p.m. each week.

January 28, 2020
7:30 p.m.
At Sherry Hoesly’s home
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From Robert Braband, Contemporary Music Director:
Back in the days when we wrote out a check to complete a purchase transaction, the new year always brought at
least a week of discombulation, writing the numbers of the old year on the “Date” line, disciplining your mind to
make the adjustment and learn a new pattern. Writing “January 2020” as the heading for this newsletter article is
the first time I’ve confronted that mini-crisis this time around – “2020,” “2020,” “2020,” just practicing and mindtraining. Then again, who actually uses a check to pay for something anymore.
The new year will continue, I am sure, to see the Praise Team adding additional new music to Hope’s worship life.
Truth be told though one of the first new songs we’ll add isn’t really all that new – it dates back to 2005 which feels almost like
ancient history. Go ahead, play the mind game of thinking about where in “Life” you were in 2005. But I’ve loved it for awhile,
and as Dick Clark used to say, “It has a good beat,” so “Everlasting God” by Brenton Brown and Ken Riley is on our production list.
Here are the song’s lyrics:
Verse: Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord, We will wait upon the Lord, We will wait upon the Lord.
Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord, We will wait upon the Lord, We will wait upon the Lord.
Our God You reign forever. Our Hope our strong Deliv'rer.
Chorus: You are the everlasting God. The everlasting God You do not faint You won't grow weary
You're the defender of the weak You comfort those in need You lift us up on wings like eagles.
Not a lot of text there, the musical arrangement uses these simple lyrics repetitively to drive home the point that our God is the
“everlasting” God. The One God above all other gods who come and go. Simple lyrics, Scriptural lyrics, powerful lyrics. The words
of the verse in fact are a good translation of the Hebrew text of Isaiah 40:31, “but those who wait for the LORD shall renew
their strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.”
Famous words of promise from the prophet Second Isaiah that stand in the prologue of this Hebrew prophet’s oracle.
Wait, you might ask, how is something from the middle of the book of Isaiah part of the “prologue”? Good question. Here’s a
good answer: The book of the Bible we know of as “Isaiah” is actually the work of three different, distinct, and individual
prophets whose writings – oracles to be precise – have been stitched together for so long it takes a seminary-level course in
biblical history to discover it. Or Wikipedia at least these days. Proto-Isaiah (the first prophet with that name, the “proto-“ type so
to speak, Isaiah ben Amoz is his proper name) authored chapters 1-39 of what we call Isaiah. He lived and worked in Jerusalem
during the late eighth century B.C.E., during the expansion of the Assyrian Empire against first the Northern Kingom of Israel, and
then the Southern Kingdom of Judah and the Davidic dynasty in Jerusalem. “Deutero-Isaiah” (think “deuce,” or the ordinal “2”)
lived just over a hundred years later while the Babylonian Empire (the original “New Kids On the Block”) were pressing against
Jerusalem. His oracle is what we know of as Isaiah 40 – 55. Our lyrics come from this Isaiah. And just to complete the history here,
“Trito-Isaiah” (think “tri-nity,” or the ordinal “3”) lived fifty years or so later again, writing in Babylon to the Judahites living in the
Exile. His oracle is our chapter 56 – 66.
History lesson aside, what excites me about the text of “Everlasting God” is that image contained in the lyrics “Strength will rise
as we wait upon the Lord.” As I re-discovered this song, I turned a corner in my thinking about what these words mean and how
they impact my life and my relationship with the Almighty One. The usual interpretation of the thought here is that we discover
God in our contemplation and meditation, in our “waiting” for God to come to us. The “waiting” is our passivity, our quiet
receptiveness to God. Doing something might well get in the way of God coming to us.
You could interpret “wait” in that vein. But then it occurred to me that the word “wait” is also used to describe what a servant
does, what a “waiter” does. “To wait” also means “to serve,” which is why waiters/waitresses are sometimes these days called
“servers.” See? Put that idea on the lyrics of the song and the Scriptural text and now things have changed. Our relationship to
God is strengthened not as we sit complacently and passively but as we are engaged in the day-in-day-out work of “servanthood”
in God’s name. The more we wait/serve, the more God’s relationship with us is strengthened. The more engaged and active we
are the more we will be strengthened and enabled for even greater servant-work. “Use it or lose it,” “no pain, no gain” are
memes we use to express this today. Second-Isaiah knew nothing about memes. But he did know that the troubles his nation and
people faced in the aftermath of Babylon’s juggernaut conquest of Jerusalem were to be answered by his people’s continuing as
servants of the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, that strength begats strength begats divine salvation.
With that corner in my mind turned, I hear the lyrics of “Everlasting God” in a new way that is even more challenging. Questions
about who I truly serve in my life demand re-thinking my priorities, my values, my judgments about who I am, what I am to be
doing, how God is in relationship with me, and how I will choose to live my life in this new year of 2019 2020. May the same be
true for you as well. May the same be true for the congregation of Hope Lutheran Church. Christ’s call for us as his assembly in
this place demands the servant-hood Second-Isaiah, Brenton Brown and Ken Riley have spoken of, and of which we will sing
every time “Everlasting God” is included in our worship from here on out.
“Everlasting God,” CCLI Song # 4556538. Words and music by Brenton Brown | Ken Riley. © 2005 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol
CMG Publishing) Used by permission. CCLI License # 1133499

Christmas Spectacular 2019
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1660 Checker Rd.
Long Grove, IL 60047
www.hopelutheran-elca.org

Declare God’s love.
Do God’s will.
Dance with the Spirit.

Sunday Worship Schedule:
8:30 a.m.: Traditional Worship Service
9:45 a.m.: Sunday School and Grounds for Hope Cafe
11:00 a.m.: Contemporary Worship Service

Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org
Join Hope on Facebook by using the link on the website or by searching
for ‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’ and then clicking on the ‘Like”
button. The website and Facebook page have updates on events at Hope,
pictures and other miscellaneous information.
To contact the church office: hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070.
Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement
church-wide via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.
To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:
pmater@aol.com

