The Hopeful
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As most of the state restrictions have lifted
and we return to a more normalized
pattern of life, we all look at re-entry into
the church and church life in different
ways. Each of us will have to make
decisions for ourselves and our individual
families as to the safest, wisest ways to
proceed. In the meantime, the church has a
mission to fulfill. We are each called to live
out the mission of the church—and those
missions will vary.
I invite you to think about this for a minute:
you have been invited to go to a country
where no one has ever gone before. There
are no books, no travel guides, nothing has
been written about it. You can’t Google it.
There is no roadmap for it. There is no
strategy for it. How do you navigate
through these roads and into a new
country? Where do we go from here?
One place we might begin is in the Old
Testament book of Ezra, the people had
been moved into exile. They were exiled
from their faith community. They were
exiled from their work community. They
were exiled from their extended families.
And in some situations, they had been
removed from all that they had known.
And so, the beautiful part of Ezra is that
these exiles get to go home. They’re
getting to return to the place that had
been their nation’s Capital building. It’s the
place where the temple of God had stood,
but it’s no longer there. So, as they return,
they begin to rebuild the foundation of the
temple.
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During the months of June and July,
the Church Office will be open
Monday thru Friday
9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
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At this time, the people begin to
celebrate and praise God as they
remember His faithfulness to them,
even after they had all disobeyed
God. But if you look more carefully at this story, you will
see that the older generation of elders and priests that
has returned—the ones who knew Solomon’s temple,
are now looking at this new temple and it does not look
the same. It doesn’t have the same grandeur. It doesn’t
hold the same meaning to them that the original one did.
And they are struggling.

That’s true for what is happening for many of us. What
your church experiences were before this break—this
physical hiatus that we’ve taken because of COVID-19,
is going to be changed in some ways for us. Maybe not
the building itself, but for each of us, the church has
never been about the building. The church is about the
people, and our people have been changed because of
COVID-19. Some of us are still really struggling to know
what is safe and what is the right way to proceed. We are
going to have to do our best to make the best decisions
we can. We each have to take the time to care for this
church family that we have been given, and with God’s
guidance we will do our utmost to proceed with the
greatest care and caution to assure every member that
we have their best interests in mind and in our hearts.
As we go on this journey, we will continue to build the
roadmap based on what will work best for us. While
we will continue to develop this roadmap for our entire
congregation, we will need to tailor it for our different
ministries. Children’s ministry will look different from
adult classes during this time, as will any small groups
that meet. That’s okay. We will continue to tweak and
re-route our roadmap in order to help prepare our
congregation members for re-entry and to guide us on
where to go from here.

While we will need to reevaluate often, it seems that
this will be the new norm. As we go deeper into the

transition, there will be different phases that will change
over time. We will all have to be flexible and reevaluate
often. As we recall what has worked, it will be important
to remember where we’ve been, while we remember
that where we’ve been doesn’t have to be where we’re
going, remembering what has worked, and what hasn’t.
There has been no greater time to change-up what we
have been doing. As we move forward, let’s ask ourselves
and our committees what suits our congregation at this
specific time. We may need to reset expectations while
also being sure we are staying true to our church’s
mission and core values. This means getting into the best
possible position that works for our church body.
Once we have set the best practices in place, we must
not stop! Re-establishing our church and moving into the
future, I believe it will be time to dream of where we
would like to go next. Dream big! From our dreams and
what we’ve re-built thus far, where will this lead us in
future planning? Walking into the Future will require new
revisions to our roadmap. Remember—just as cities grow
and regenerate, roadmaps require constant revisions. As
the people of Israel needed to re-group and re-build,
modifications became necessary. Our re-entry now is but
a guideline for us as we plan and pivot moving forward.
We can always go back to the same old same old. But why
not Re-imagine and build a new path from there. With the
new things we have learned and the new technology we
now have to utilize and grow with, why stand still? Let’s
take advantage of these new learnings and expand our
ministries into our outer communities through our
livestream and our online presence. Let’s not be satisfied
to just get back to our old normal. Let’s re-draw the old
roadmap once again and take an extended trip. There is
a large mission field out there full of people who are
seeking stability, seeking hope, seeking connectedness
and community. If you’re with me then, let’s get not be
fearful. Let’s not stand still. Let’s get going!
My wish is to see you all back here at Hope soon!
Blessings, Peace, and Hope be with you, Pastor Jim

July Membership Anniversaries
NAME:
Chuck & Joanne Johnson & family
Sean & Tracy McGonagle & family
Bruce & Jennie Pankiewicz & family
Jeff & Jodi Pease & family
Laura Roth & family
John & Mary Lou Waechter & family

YEARS AS A MEMBER OF HOPE:
31
29
29
23
30
33
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Join us in person or remotely, to worship together.
HOPE will continue to live-stream our worship services on Facebook live.
The video messages will also remain on the page for later viewing.
Summer Sunday mornings:
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship, with hymns and sung liturgy
10:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship, with music from the Praise Team
Holiday Weekend, July 3-4:
Saturday evening 5:00 p.m. Outdoor Worship (will not be live-streamed)
Sunday morning 10:00 a.m. Traditional Worship
Come join us for another option to Worship in person.
We’ve added another outdoor Saturday Worship Service at Hope Lutheran Church.
•
•
•
•
•
•

July 3rd at 5:00 pm
Outdoor, safely distancing
Bring a lawn chair or blanket
Communion
Music, acoustically - “unplugged”
Worship among your friends and family
We’ve missed seeing you and always welcome new faces!

Outdoor worship is on Saturday, July 3rd at 5:00PM.
It will be great - hearing God's word, singing and
praying together while enjoying creation.
If you thought it couldn't get any better - it just did!
Plan to stay a bit after outdoor worship on
Saturday, July 3rd and enjoy a picnic supper
with your Hope family.
This is a "Bring your own everything" event.
The great outdoors and friends from Hope will be supplied.

Treats will be served Sundays 9:15 – 10:00
in the narthex beginning June 6th.
Please join us each week during the summer
for a special savory little something between services. This is
a great opportunity to say “Hi” and chat with friends you
may not have seen in a while.
Stay a few extra minutes or come a few minutes early and
enjoy fellowship and food!
HOPE to see you soon!
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The Book Nook will not meet in July.
Watch for announcements of the
reading list for the season starting in
September.

Thursday evening Men's Study:
Meetings are now being held
via Zoom,
every Thursday 6:30 p.m.
Zoom link will be provided via email.
If you are interested in joining, contact Tom Clark :
tomclark1519@gmail.com

Grounds For Hope Café
Will return with a new study in September.

Pub Chats
Is returning to the pub!

Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m., a couple of times a month,
At Countyline Tavern, 800 W. Lake Cook Rd., Buffalo Grove
New study starting in July:
“God: The Great I Am”
Nothing is more important to our faith than knowing who God is.
This 6-session study will help you and your group explore the nature of God's character.
Examine questions like: How well do you know him? How well does he know you? Is God fair?
July 14— Session One: Knowing God through His Names
What God invites us to call him says volumes about his relationship to us.
July 28— Session Two: Has God Played Fair?
Why did an omniscient God create humankind knowing that people in every generation
would reject him?
August 11— Session Three: A Better Look at God's Face
The Trinity helps us connect the dots and outline the face of God eternal.

August 25— Session Four: Fear and Friendship: Two Sides of Worship
How do we balance intimacy and awe?
September 8— Session Five: Does God Know Your Next Move?
God's freedom, our freedom, and spiritual confidence in a changing world.
September 22— Week Six: When God Says No
Making sense of unanswered prayer
Study materials will be emailed to participants, and printed copies are available in the narthex
If you would like to join the group, please email Ann in the church office:
hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net
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Registration is now open
for ‘Just Breathe’
youth retreat.
Sign up today and bring a
friend.

Beach day info - 6/26/21
● Open to all youth and family
● Meet at Ft. Sheridan at 10:00 am
parking lot
● Bring water, lunch, towel, sunscreen
● Contact
ben.hlcyouth@gmail.com or
ben@trinitymp.org if you need a
ride
● For directions: Fort Sheridan
Beach, 10 Cliff Rd, Highland Park, IL
60035
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Youth mural service project - 7/17/21
● Location - First Lutheran of the Trinity 643 W 31st Street, Chicago, Il 60616
● 10:00 - 3:00pm - the church is located
in the Bridgeport area and traffic and
parking can be tricky - (give yourself 1 to
1 ½ hours)
● This is a painting project, wear clothing
that you don’t mind getting paint on
● Bring water, sunscreen, hat, etc.
(outdoor work)
● Hope and Trinity youth - bring $5 for
lunch, friends eat free
● Parents are encouraged to stay and
help in - ‘God’s closet’ is a clothing
donation/pick up shop located on-site.
They could also use help in the food
pantry also on-site (they need a cabinet
for a dishwasher and top)
● Contact ben.hlcyouth@gmail.com or
ben@trinitymp.org if you need a ride or
more information
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We would like to Thank everyone who participated in our Blessing Rock Program.
Many Blessings have gone out to our families, friends, and community, as over 200
rocks have been created and distributed.
Looking forward to a busy fall creating awareness of Hope’s mission to reach out to
our members and community.
Look for upcoming events!

Want to help the underserved and the environment?
GiveNKind, a nonprofit based in Mundelein, is in great need for volunteers!
What is GiveNKind? GiveNKind connects usable goods with over 450 nonprofits
to benefit our community and environment. By functioning as logistics broker of usable goods recovered from
businesses, fulfillment centers, and distributors, as well as individual donors, GiveNKind makes those goods available
at no cost to nonprofits to support their operations and programming. Donations are rolling in and GiveNKind is in
great need of volunteer help at it’s warehouse. To sign up for volunteer opportunities or to get more information on
volunteering, visit the the GiveNKind website, GiveNKind.org, click on “Get Involved.” On the drop down menu, click
on “Volunteer.” Many volunteer opportunities are listed. Pick the one that’s right for you!
GIFT CARD PROGRAM
I’m guessing many of us are happy to be able to get out again and maybe you’re taking some road
trips this summer? If so, gas cards are perfect to use, as are gift cards for restaurants you might visit
along the way. It’s not too early to purchase school supplies now that the kids will be back in school.
Got someone going to college? Walmart, Target, Bed Bath & Beyond are great for outfitting dorm
rooms. Possibilities galore!!
The proceeds from the June and July Gift Cards will be going to the LSSI Prison Ministry Program. This is the program that connects incarcerated moms with their kids. They sponsor the reading program where the moms record a bedtime story for their
kids so the kids are still hearing a bedtime story from mom. They also sponsor bus trips to the prisons to bring the kids to visit
their moms. I urge you to try using gift cards – it’s a great way to help others with no additional cost to you. Please do not hesitate to ask me or Gina if you have any questions at all about the program.
There are hard copies of the Vendor List on the info table at church. You may call or email either of us or Ann and tell us what
you want, or you may just write the cards you want on a note and leave it in the box on the info table – you do NOT have to use
the computer, so don’t let that deter you from ordering. Be sure to include a check made out to HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH
with Gift Cards marked in the memo line.
Orders and checks are due by the 1st Sunday of each month and the cards should be available by the following Friday.
JULY orders are due on Sunday, JULY 4, 2021. If you are not comfortable attending church in person yet, give us a call. AND if
you are unable to get to church to pick the cards up, we will be happy to deliver them to you.
Questions? Give us a call – we will be happy to answer them.
Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 – janet.sirabian@gmail.com
Gina Vera – 847 -439-0561 – gvera0908@gmail.com
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Dear friends,
An update, if you please, of the health issues that have landed at my doorstep
(in addition to the supply of squirrel food from Chewy.com to take care of the
critters that frequent my home-built backyard squirrel table). After having the
endoscopy issue from April resolved a new issue of low blood pressure popped
up. I was only in the hospital for one day (thank God) and since then we’ve been
tweaking medications to find a balance that doesn’t impact cardiac function.
That’s a work in progress, but I’m hopeful we’ll get it figured out. Thanks for your
prayers, your support, your generosity while I’m sorting through medical stuff.
Sorting through theological stuff is still the order of the day for me, made more interesting recently by two books that
landed on my desk. “The Gospel According to the Beatles” by Steve Turner and “The Last Days of John Lennon” by
James Patterson. First, a spoiler alert for Turner’s work: the author works through the history and recordings of the
group and identifies his thinking about the group’s spiritual genius. I, frankly, don’t buy it. The Lennon/McCartney
songwriting experiment certainly evolved from self-absorption themes of hand-holding and female relationships to
existential reflection on the universe and the meaning of life. But “the gospel” really isn’t there. George Harrison,
when he could find a place at the song-writing table certainly brought a more spiritual dimension to the portfolio, but
the message was decidedly more Eastern than Western religion.
The Patterson book is a more telling dive into Lennon’s life and death and reveals a more insightful and critical genius
than I remember. That, plus humorous. It was nice to read about the joy these four young men had together early in
their careers, and the humor they brought to their experience. It reminded me of the story I heard once about Lennon being questioned by a reporter during their first American tour. When asked “How do you find America?” Lennon
responded “Well, from Liverpool, you head west and then turn left at Greenland” is just about the perfect response.
That is comedic genius, so score another point for Lennon. “Imagine” that.
The question asked of Lennon all those years ago is still appropriate today for people of faith like us. How do we
“find” America today? How shall we think about what’s going on around us? How shall we respond as people of faith
to the chaos, anger, bitterness and divisiveness which fills our communal environment?
The song “Amen (Simple Gospel)” by Cody Carnes, Josh Silverberg and Mitch Wong and recorded by Kari Jobe gives
us compelling insight. The song’s verses focus on our belief that Christ is Redeemer and Lord. Fairly standard praisemusic fare. It is the lyrics of the song’s Bridge that jump out at me:
“The lost will come home / The bound will go free / The weak will be strong / The broken redeemed / The sick will be
well / The hungry will feast / The mourning will dance / The blinded will see.” What are we as Church to be about in
today’s world? It is to become what we already are, a community that brings the lost home, frees the bound,
strengthens the weak, redeems the broken, heals the sick, feeds the hungry, enlivens those who mourn, enlightens
the blind. It’s not a Socialist agenda or a Conservative agenda. It is Christ’s agenda. It is our agenda. Marching orders!
The song is new to our Praise Team, and will be new to the worshiping congregation soon.
The message is rooted in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ, bequeathed to us in our
baptism, and lived out in every song, every sermon (by the way, well-done, Pastor Andrews),
every prayer of the Church, of OUR Church, of we as the people of God in this broken place and
in this wounded time. There is great Hope in that, and I will love hearing the Praise Team and
congregation give voice to “Amen (Simple Gospel).”
R Braband, Contemporary Worship Music Leader
“Amen (Simple Gospel)” CCLI Song # 7121093 Cody Carnes | Josh Silverberg | Mitch Wong © Capitol CMG Paragon
(Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Writer's Roof Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Integrity's Praise! Music
(Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music, David C Cook)) All rights reserved CCLI License # 1133499
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Here are some pictures from the May 22 women’s group at
FMSC. We packed 12 boxes of food (the whole group session
packed 55 boxes). Jan Sirabian was our chief labeler! Other packers were Sue Chee, Gina Vera, Lynne Schneider and her friend
Becky, Sharon and Shelby Anderson, Renee Clark, Laura Andrews, and Kathy Whitehead.

The Church has a series of history binders, one for each year of our church's
existence from 1978 to the present, filled with event photographs, monthly
newsletters, and weekly worship service programs.
Do you have any recent, or older, photographs of church activities that you
would be willing to share or donate to the Church archives?
If you do, please contact Fred Vogt, or just deliver them to the Church office.
If anyone would like to travel back in time and browse through the history file books, they are located in
the storage room at the rear of the sanctuary. Please contact Fred Vogt or Ann Wood to obtain access to
them.
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1660 Checker Rd.
Long Grove, IL 60047
www.hopelutheran-elca.org

Declare God’s love.
Do God’s will.
Dance with the Spirit.

Worship Schedule:
Join us in person or remotely, to worship together.
HOPE will continue to live-stream our worship services
on Facebook live.
The video messages will also remain on the page for later viewing.
Summer Sunday mornings:
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship, with hymns and sung liturgy
10:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship, with music from the Praise Team
Holiday Weekend, July 3-4:
Saturday evening 5:00 p.m. Outdoor Worship (will not be live-streamed)
Sunday morning 10:00 a.m. Traditional Worship

Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org
Join Hope on Facebook by using the link on the website or by searching
for ‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’ and then clicking on the ‘Like”
button. The website and Facebook page have updates on events at Hope,
pictures and other miscellaneous information.
To contact the church office: hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070.
Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement
church-wide via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.
To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:
pmater@aol.com

