The Hopeful
Hope Lutheran Church
Long Grove, Illinois

In some seasons of our lives, it may
seem like we don’t have enough time
or energy. In addition to working long
hours at our jobs, contending with
frustrating commutes, and dealing
with stress, we must keep up with
the daily tasks of laundry, dishes,
cooking, errands, and raising
families. Add to that the impact of
daily news headlines, world events,
and uncertainties about the future,
and it’s easy to see how hope can
fade. We sometimes feel like we’re
on autopilot, and a somberness can
settle in our souls.
I had been recently lamenting the
fits and starts of this year’s spring
season, eagerly awaiting the warmth
of the sun, the heating of the soil,
and the beginning of gardening
season. Unfortunately, it will be past
us before you know it. By the 21st
of June, only weeks away, we will
press into summer. Don’t get me
wrong, I love summer, as well. The
summer sun will encourage growth
and give us many days of outdoor
pleasure—but also many days of
displeasure due to extreme heat. For
now, while I still can, I will find my
hope in the waning days of spring.
Spring calls us back to nature, fills
our sails with warmer winds, soothes
our weary bones, and lifts our spirits.

Pastor Jim Andrews
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Spring and hope are intertwined in the mind, body, and
soul. Spring is full of spiritual
potential because it satisfies
the basic motives that underlie
hope. Perhaps this is what prompted British
philosopher, Bernard Williams, to offer one of the
most succinct reflections on hope and spring:
"The day the Lord created hope was probably the
same day he created spring."
The first day of spring marked the vernal equinox,
a balance of daylight and darkness. In the Northern
Hemisphere this amounts to an average increase of
three hours of light since the winter solstice, roughly
a 20 percent gain. Increased light tends to improve
mood and engender hope. An additional result is
increased exercise, and the physically and mentally
stimulating activities of gardening and farming.
Hope has been likened to a bridge that can actively
transport the individual from darkness to light, from
entrapment to liberation, from evil to salvation.
Aristotle likened hope to "a waking dream". Spring
provides a bridge from the barren darkness of winter
to the bright warmth of summer. The softening earth
invites us to plant seeds that will be transformed into
flowers and fruits. The dormant grass comes alive to
dot the fields and hillsides, and jogs our memory of
the greener tapestry to come. Buds adorn the trees
and bushes, with the promise of an even lusher
backdrop. True hope is never passive; it is always
ready for "spring-time".
The healing potential of spring is undeniable. Like
spring, hope is a potent ally in sustaining health and
recovering from illness. This is because hope is
made collectively from the same bio-psycho-social
"stuff" that doctors have separately associated with

wellbeing (perceived control, social support, selfregulation, and spirituality). A survey of oncologists
revealed that more than 90 percent cited hope as the
primary psychological factor that impacts mortality.
Hope is also linked to a trusted bond, such as in
immersing ourselves in nature. A good attachment
such as this, is the cornerstone which fuels all of the
other hopes of humanity, including our spirituality.
As we draw to the end of the Easter season, and the
end of spring, you may find yourself in a better place
than you have been – experiencing a time of relative
joy and peace within your life – your ministry to
others may be an opportunity to share what you’ve
learned in your walk of faith. For those near you who
are experiencing difficulties, sharing your time and
resources may be just what they need. Hope is
spread when we share our joys and divide our
sorrows with others. Romans 12:12-13 says, “Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.
Share with the Lord’s people who are in need.
Practice hospitality.”
My prayer for you is that, no matter your situation,
the hope and joy, or the challenges you are facing,
God will continually bring to mind His promise of
hope and victory over death. As the earth awakens
with new life all around us, may the coming of
summer bring you ever closer to the hope, the joy,
and the closeness we feel toward God when we
awaken our very souls to the beauty and wonders
of God’s creation. And maybe, if you’re truly so
moved—take someone who could use a bit of
inspiration along for the walk. “Hope springs eternal
in the human breast; Man never is, but always to be
blest. The soul, uneasy, and confined from home,
rests and expatiates in a life to come.” …Alexander
Pope
Enjoy the rest of your spring, and have a most
hopeful and joyful summer.
Pastor Jim

Youth Leader Position Update:

Youth:

Great News! We have found our Youth Leader! Get ready to welcome
Ben Graham to the Hope community. After our first interview with Ben,
we invited him back for a second interview with the more discerning
members of our congregation – our youth. He got the thumbs up from
them. Ben will join us the last week of June and is eager to add his
enthusiasm and experience to youth activities. More to come on Ben in
our next newsletter issue.

The Steak Dinner was another success this year – good food, great group of attendees, wonderful
silent auction items and some new fun games. Thank you to all who came and supported our youth in
so many different ways!

June 2019
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June Membership Anniversaries
NAME:

YEARS AS A MEMBER
OF HOPE:

Craig Doescher & Tania Silva
& family
Joyce Gunderson
John & Irmgard Rosenfeld
Fred & Cindy Vogt & family

7
7
40
40

Thanks to the planting crew for beautifying
our property!

Pub Chats
Wednesday evenings, a couple of times a month,
at Pub 83 in Long Grove at 7:00 p.m.
Join Us!
Starting a new study for the summer:
“The Book of James”
From taming your tongue to fighting temptation, discover how to grow in perseverance and
spiritual maturity as we go verse by verse through the Book of James. We will discuss the
tough trials believers face, responses that lead to maturity, and the spiritual benefits of
perseverance.
June 12: The Test of Trials—Whoever said following Christ was easy? James 1:1-27
June 26: The Test of Favoritism—Loving our favorite neighbors only? James 2:1-13
July 10: The Test of Good Works—Faith is what we do James 2:14-26
July 24: The Test of Speech—How words reveal the heart James 3:1-12
August 7: The Test of Relationships—The challenge of community James 3:13-5:6
August 21: The Test of Prayer—What to do in hard times James 5:7-20
Study materials available in the narthex.
Please sign up so we know how many people to plan for!
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Every Sunday, as the late service is beginning, the Praise Team starts the worship
by singing an “Entering Song.” (We actually don’t call it that anymore, but we did for
a long time, so it helps out my story to remember it that way.) During the “Entering
Song,” the people of Hope…wait for it…enter the Sanctuary to worship our Lord.
Recently, observing everyone entering the church, I was reminded of another “entry”
described in the Bible; or more accurately, “non-entry.” When the Children of Israel
were wandering around in the desert, they built a tabernacle in which to worship
God. The instructions for building this tabernacle were received by Moses directly from God, and the
plans were extremely detailed, covering Chapters 25-40 of the Book of Exodus. This is where God was
worshiped, and specifically where sacrifices were made on behalf of the people. The tabernacle also
contained the “Holy of Holies,” which was where the Ark of the Covenant was housed, holding the tables of
the Law that were given to Moses on Mt. Sinai; it was believed that God himself would appear in this inner
sanctum, and no one was permitted to go in there, except Moses and Aaron the High Priest, and even
Aaron could only enter once a year to perform ritual sacrifices. Anyone else who entered would die
(Aaron’s sons were “consumed by fire” for entering the next room over from the Holy of Holies in an
improper fashion. Leviticus 10:2.) The Holy of Holies was separated from the rest of the Tabernacle by a
veil (Exodus 26:31,) which clearly served to separate the people from God and to severely limit their ability
to have contact with him. It frankly seems like kind of a downer.
This policy of “non-entry” into God’s presence continued for hundreds of years, while the Children of
Israel fumbled around in the Promised Land and eventually got kicked out of Jerusalem and exiled to
Babylon. The Old Covenant made between God and Man did not seem to be working all that well, and
the problem was always on Man’s part, never on God’s. Hebrews 9:8 says: “The Holy Spirit was showing
by this that the way into the Most Holy Place had not yet been disclosed as long as the first tabernacle
was functioning.” But eventually, God decreed a New Covenant:
“But when Christ came as high priest…he went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not
made with human hands, that is to say, is not a part of this creation. He did not enter by means of the
blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, thus obtaining
eternal redemption…How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the Eternal Spirit offered
himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve
the living God!” Hebrews 9:11-15 NIV
Jesus removed the separation that had existed between God and man! This is seen clearly in the
Crucifixion story, were it says: “Behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.”
Matthew 27:51. The old separation has been removed by the Blood of Christ! We can now enter into
the very presence of the Living God, and serve and worship Him! And this is what we get to do every
Sunday when we come to Worship together; we enter directly into God’s presence in the Sanctuary, and
are literally face-to-face with the Creator of the Universe! (I realize that I’m starting to use exclamation
points again, but this is exciting stuff!) And as if that were not enough, it is a foreshadowing of our eternal
life with God:
“Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his
people and God himself will be with them and he their God. ‘He will wipe away every tear from their eyes.
There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”
Revelation 21: 3-4
So, at least for me personally, I feel like running into the Sanctuary every Sunday. I know it’s nice to linger
out in the narthex, chatting and having coffee. But why spend time in (at least metaphorical) continued
separation from God? We are commanded to “Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with
praise; give thanks to Him and praise His name.” Psalm 100:4 I think your heart will leap with joy, as our
new banner (beautifully created by Ann Wood) proclaims. This idea needs no further exclamation points.
Chuck Johnson, Worship & Music Director †♫
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Prepositions. I had to Google search
what a preposition is to avoid
embarrassing myself over secondgrade English. It should come as no
surprise to people who know me that
Literature, especially and uniquely
British Literature, is something
loathsome to me. Chaucer,
Canterbury Tales, even Shakespeare leave me in the
cold. But you’d think that someone with a Master’s
Degree would know what a preposition is. Go figure.
Nonetheless, it’s prepositions I want to talk about in
relation to Hope’s contemporary worship music scene.
Prepositions – those little words that connect together
other things like nouns and verbs in sentences. Words
like “to,” “for,” “with” to name but a few. Choose your
preposition wisely I have been counseled, especially
when describing one’s relationship to the Sunday
morning assembly which is gathered for worship and
song. How shall that relationship be described,
prepositionally?
The obvious first choice is that one sings “with” the
assembly in worship on Sunday morning. Soloists
are, and should be, rare, particularly in Lutheran
communities. I remember my maternal grandmother’s
funeral from my childhood. She was Roman Catholic,
so to a young kid raised in a Lutheran congregation
there was much that felt foreign in that liturgy, not
the least of which was that there was no singing
except for that of a soloist. Looking back I would
suppose there should have been a choir, but it was a
week-day and choir members were probably hard to
recruit, so solo music it was. I remember missing
singing “with” the assembly. My music was neglected.
On the other hand I vividly remember the funeral of
my paternal grandmother, Lutheran as befits her
German origin, and how we sang “with” the assembly
at her funeral. To this day I cannot sing or hear
“Rock of Ages Cleft for Me” and not find myself sitting
in the second pew, center aisle of St. Andrew’s
Lutheran Church on Honore Street at her funeral.
Singing “with” an assembly carries much power and
beauty. All the more reason for each of us today to
sing “with” the Hope worship assembly with as much
strength as we can muster.
We also sing “to” the assembly, sometimes for better
or for worse. In most cases the assembly’s song is
enriched and made more beautiful by the addition of
our voice. There is something grand about music that
comes from the lips of so many people. This is what
Garrison Keillor spoke of when he talked about how
you could tell you were in Lake Woebegon’s Lutheran
congregation on Sunday morning rather than in some
other congregation. Lutherans were the only ones
who sang (back then) in four-part harmony. Learning
to read and give voice to the bass line of the classic
Lutheran chorales was one of the highlights of my
post-puberty experience (don’t ask too much about
post-pubesence though please). I loved the challenge
of finding the counter-melody of the bass line, of not
singing the notes everyone else was singing, of adding
another dimension to the music of worship. Singing
“to” the assembly is to give a gift to those who stand
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around you, hoping that you are doing it well enough
to not detract from their worship experience. Enter
Mr. Johnson of St. Andrew’s. His pew was fourth row
center of the Epistle side of the Nave. The Braband
family pew was third row center, which would have
been nice in-and-of-itself except for the fact that
Mr. Johnson knew one note and one note only. I think
it was “A” above middle “C.” His monotone on that “A”
note was something to write home about. We rejoiced
when the hymn we were singing had lots of “A” notes,
because there was at least the possibility of his being
on pitch every now and then.
And I remember asking “Mother, why don’t we move
to a different pew, say fifth or sixth row back.” “We
can’t do that, Bobby.” “Why?” I asked back. “Because
the third pew back has always been our pew and it
wouldn’t feel right to sit anywhere else.” Hmmmmm.
Sometimes singing “to” the assembly requires some
stamina.
And we sing “for” the assembly. We sing to increase
the assembly’s song, to ensure that the music of our
worship leaks out into the world in the hope that
the world will hear something attractive, something
alluring, something worth checking out, that the
world will come into the assembly and be changed by
the Gospel-message carried by the music. I’ve seen
something of this, thinking of a particular Sunday
morning when I first met Gloria. She was an elderly
African-American woman who lived in Lombard. She
had been raised Roman Catholic, because during the
Depression the nuns of the local Catholic church gave
her and her sister a loaf of bread every day to carry
home. Sometimes she said it was the only thing on the
family dinner table, and that made a big impression on
her. But over the years she had soured on aspects of
Catholicism. One summer Sunday morning her son took
her out for a drive-around time, and they passed Holy
Trinity. Stopped for the stop sign at the intersection,
she heard the music of a hymn from inside the church,
and told her son to park the car because she wanted to
go into that church and find out “what they are all
about.” When the assembly came forward for the bread
and wine Gloria came too, but before I could hand her
the wafer of Communion she stood straight up in front
of me and asked if she, as a Roman Catholic, would be
allowed to receive Communion in this congregation. I
answered her that if she did not receive Communion I
would be disappointed, that I would do everything
necessary for her to commune. She received the
Sacrament, and went on to become a member of that
assembly for the rest of her life. A life spent questioning her pastor about why Lutherans do things the way
they do, etc., etc., etc. Sometimes our singing “for”
the assembly is the difference between faithful living
and being an “also-ran.” It makes a difference.
All these prepositions make a difference to how and
why you sing on Sunday morning. You do sing,
don’t you? It is a true joy for me to hear the Hope
assembly’s voice coming back toward the Praise Team.
Your voice makes the Praise Team sing better, and that
is precisely what the Lord would have us be about on
Sunday morning.
-Robert Braband, Contemporary Music Director

Page 6

June 2019

GIFT CARD PROGRAM
Father’s Day – Graduations – Confirmations – Weddings – the possibilities are endless!!!
There are hard copies of the Vendor List on the info table at church. If you are unable to
be at church on the day the orders are due, you may call or email either of us or Ann and
tell us what you want, or you may just write the cards you want on a note and leave it in
the box on the info table – you do NOT have to use the computer, so don’t let that deter you from ordering. Be
sure to include a check made out to HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH with Gift Cards marked in the memo line.
June orders are due on Sunday, June 2, 2019, and the cards should be in by the following Friday.

Questions? Give us a call – we will be happy to answer them.
Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 - jsirabian@leonettiassoc.com

Gina Vera – 847 -439-0561 – gvera0908@gmail.com

2019 RELAY FOR LIFE
WHEN: SATURDAY, JUNE 15, 2019 – 3:00 PM to 10:00 PM
WHERE: TWIN GROVES MIDDLE SCHOOL
There are only 4 weeks left until RELAY, so mark your calendars for June
15th !! We have had several people sign up for our team recently (THANK
YOU!!), but I am hoping that more of you will join us. We have also had
several donations, and I want to thank those donors who have helped our team raise $2,100+, but I hope we can
boost that total in the next 4 weeks. We are #4 in fundraising at this point and I would love to see us remain in the
top 5!! This is such a worthwhile cause and a fun event as well. There will be activities and entertainment throughout the event, so please plan to join us for some fellowship and to connect with our community and serve others as
well. If you are unable to attend the event, please consider making a donation in honor or in memory of someone
touched by this disease. If you cannot make a donation, please say a prayer for our team and for all those affected
by this disease.
If you have a scheduling conflict, please do not feel it is necessary for you to be there for the entire event. We will be
just as happy to see you for 15 minutes as for the entire event. Perhaps you would like to join to support and raise
funds in honor of a friend or family member battling cancer. You might want to join to honor someone and raise
funds in memory of someone who has lost that battle.
Here is the link to the HOPE Lutheran Church Relay Team website:
http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR?fr_id=89095&pg=team&team_id=2280853

PLEASE JOIN OUR TEAM FOR A FUN NIGHT AND A VERY WORTHWHILE CAUSE – PLEASE FEEL FREE TO CONTACT ME
WITH ANY QUESTIONS YOU MAY HAVE. JANET SIRABIAN 847-533-8700

Thursday evening Men's Study:

“Great food…
good fellowship…
fun discussions”
All men are welcome!
Join us at 6:30 p.m. each week.

Hope’s Nursery
will be staffed for free
baby-sitting during the
10:00 worship Service on the
first Sunday of each month.

June 2019
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Northwest Suburban Interfaith Council News

I-walk is scheduled for
Sunday, June 23 from
2:00 PM until 4:00 PM.
Registration starts at St.
Mary Parish parking lot at
1:15 PM. The route is
from St. Mary Parish to Hope Lutheran
Church and back. We provide refreshments
and encouragement at the half way point.
Mark your calendars if you would like to walk
in this annual 5K event to help raise awareness
for those who are hungry in our community.
All proceeds go to the local food pantries.
If you would like to serve as a greeter that
afternoon or would like to help with the food
set up – please contact Amy Pabst (in person
at church, via e-mail – aploki@yahoo.com or via
phone – 224-334-1003).

2019 Interfaith Trip: July 17-21
This year's Interfaith Mission Trip will take place
July 17-21 in East St. Louis, IL.
We will be working with Lutheran Social Services
of Illinois Prisoner and Family Ministry, primarily
on a rehab project of 2 buildings to be utilized for
a prison reentry program.
Both adults and teens with parental supervision
are invited. For registration, go to our website:
http://www.hopelutheran-elca.org – under the tab
Ministries, look for 2019 Interfaith Mission Trip.
If you have any questions or concerns regarding
the trip, please contact Pastor Jim.

Congregation Beth Judea is
collecting empty prescription
pill bottles to clean and send to
clinics in countries that need
containers for medications. If
you have any empty prescription
pill containers and would like to donate
them, please remove the label / personal
information and put them in the designated
box in the narthex.
Thank you!
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Save the date for our annual Pig and Corn Roast on
September 8, 2019
MOM COMMITTEE NEWS
EVENTS: The Committee discussed methods to better handle unexpected overflow crowds…and presented to the Council. We believe we have a good handle
on what we need to do. A good amount of detail…happy to share with members
of the congregation who wish to get into the “fine line”.
The next planned event will be the Halloween Spooktacular. This event will be held on Saturday, October 5th or the
12th. It will feature the TRUNK or TREAT, pumpkin painting, bouncies, a return of the sasquatch (& his wife) and many
more fun things. The Boy Scouts are considering bringing back the“fright” maze again…and I will be working with the
sheriff to see if he will do an encore of the headless horseman.
Our “horse” rental company went out of business…so if anyone knows of one we can contact, pls let me know. Thx
NARTHEX Wall Hangings: The overall objective of this effort is to communicate all the 60+ missions/activities HOPE
offers to its members and guests. Its actually quite inclusive and extensive for a church of HOPEs size. Each piece is
intended to communicate a specific mission/activity. The main topic/category (e.g. youth, women’s, worship, etc.) is
in larger type, and the various activities in smaller type.
For those of us who are a bit challenged in speaking with someone we don’t know, such as a guest…they serve as a
“cheat-sheet” talking board. Ask someone what they are interested in. If their reply is WORSHIP…take them over to
the piece and read the various points to them. Its an easy way to help a guest know about HOPE…and everything is
written out. Please take the time & look carefully at one. See for yourself how helpful they are in explaining HOPE.
JOIN US! MOM is essentially a change agent…if there is something you would like HOPE to explore or improve/
change (such as second service babysitting, enhancing the Narthex)…please join us. We meet the first Monday of
each month from 6-7:00. All are welcome.

Book Nook
2019-2020
Reading Schedule

DATE

BOOK

Sept. 19, 2019

“Two Steps Forward”
By Sharon Garlough Brown

Oct. 17, 2019

“A House in the Sky”
By Amanda Lindhout and Sara Corbett

Nov. 21, 2019

“Year of Wonders”
By Geraldine Brooks

Dec. 19, 2019

Pot-luck Brunch, place TBD

Jan. 16, 2020

“The Color of Heaven”
By Julianne MacLean

Feb. 20, 2020

“The Emerald Garden”
By Jerry Hill

March 19, 2020

“Barefoot”
By Sharon Garlough Brown

April 16, 2020

“Our Souls at Night”
By Kent Haruf

May 21, 2020

Breakfast, place TBD

June 2019
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1660 Checker Rd.
Long Grove, IL 60047
www.hopelutheran-elca.org

Declare God’s love.
Do God’s will.
Dance with the Spirit.

Regular Sunday Worship for the Summer:
(starting June 2)
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship Service
10:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service
Sunday School/Grounds for Hope Café will resume in September

Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org
Join Hope on Facebook by using the link on the website or by searching
for ‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’ and then clicking on the ‘Like”
button. The website and Facebook page have updates on events at Hope,
pictures and other miscellaneous information.

To contact the church office: hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070.
Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement
church-wide via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.
To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:
pmater@aol.com

