The Hopeful
Hope Lutheran Church
Long Grove, Illinois

Pastor Jim Andrews

As epidemiologists attempt to determine
what the Covid-19 pandemic has in store
for the U.S. this summer and beyond, they
see varied potential futures, differing by
how often and how severely the now very
familiar coronavirus continues to disrupt
humankind. But while these scenarios
deviate on various key details — how
much transmission will decrease over the
summer, for instance, and how many
people have already been infected (and
possibly acquired immunity)—they almost
universally predict a world that, even
when the present occurrences for the
time being declines, looks and feels
nothing like the world we knew only three
months ago.
It is turning into a world where wearing
a face mask is no more unusual than
carrying a cellphone. A world where even
as we begin to meet again in small social
gatherings, a friend’s occasional cough or
sneeze will raise danger flags and set off
alarms. A world where workplaces have
a sense of hot zones, and where taking
public transit will be less environmentally
correct as personally dangerous.
“October 2020,” said emerging diseases
expert Amesh Adalja of the Johns Hopkins
University Center for Health Security,
“won’t look nothing like October 2019.”
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Sunday mornings
On Facebook Live

Pastor Jim will continue providing a
worship message, scripture readings,
and prayers.
The video messages will also remain
on the page for later viewing.
Join us remotely to worship together.
See page 8 for details.
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It is not yet known whether
weather and temperature affect
the spread of COVID-19 because
it may not behave like other
mostly cold season viruses. So, what will the soon
approaching summer of 2020 look and feel like for most
of us?

there are still concerns as to whether it will even be safe
to allow singing to take place safely without projecting
moisture droplets.

Phase 4 of the Governor’s plan will hopefully take place
sometime in July, the earlier, the better. At that point, we
will be allowed to have as many as 50 people assemble.
Our Worship Committee has determined that we will
continue offering two worship services on Sunday
Summer day and band camps may be on hold, as well as morning, which should allow us to keep proper socialsummer school, VBS and other educational programs, as distancing in order. By this time, I am hopeful that some
well as youth sport leagues. When and how will ACT tests sense of normalcy will begin to take place again. But will
be administered, as well as high school entrance testing? scientific evidence back this up? Time will tell.
Will those of us who have summer homes be allowed to
While this so-called “new normal” has taken shape
move back and forth freely? And what about summer
among us, it is good to know that the “essential”, “old
vacation plans? While airlines continue to open up
normal” is still around: The Triune God, Father, Son, and
travel restrictions within the U.S., when will most hotels,
Holy Spirit; and the Holy Christian Church—that is, the
resorts, campgrounds, state, and national parks re-open?
spiritual assembly of the followers of Jesus--those having
Some already have, while many major vacation and
attained holiness, according to Jesus Christ, through the
amusement areas are yet on hold. And what of Airbnb
only means by which this is possible: through Faith,
and international flights? And even of more concern,
Repentance and Baptism.
when will everyone get back to work to pay for all of
Through faith, none of these are altered, and will remain
these things, let alone, the basic necessities of life?
constant through pandemics and all other pestilence,
Things will be different. Major League sports teams may
natural disasters, wars, and any and all evil that rises up
all be playing in no-crowd stadiums, and most all major
against us. In repentance we bring our sins before the
concert events scheduled for this summer have already
Triune God in whom we are granted forgiveness through
been cancelled. Most restaurants remain closed, but for
the holy waters of our Baptism. These truths never
take-outs. Only a handful of states are re-opening. How
change. They bring us through all uncertainty and any
about us?
type of troubles or loneliness and give us confidence in
Which leads us to church: you know, one of the
knowing that our future is guaranteed.
government’s designated “non-essentials”. Plans have
So, although our immediate future looks less than zero,
already bean discussed to live-stream our worship
our eternal future looks infinitely better.
services in an expanded version when Phase 3 of the
Governor’s re-opening plan takes place, presumably in
Don’t lose faith! Missing you all, Pastor Jim
mid-June. At that point, we will be allowed to have up
to 10 people assemble, using proper “social-distancing”.
These will be those people who are “essential” to our
live music and liturgy. Being that we will have one person
operating a camera, one person at the soundboard, and
myself, that leaves up to 7 members of the Praise Team
or Pat and Lynne to lead our worship music. However,
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Time for VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL!!!
Kids will join us from July 6th – July 10th
for a virtual (online) 5-day VBS
guaranteed to energize their FAITH and their SUMMER.
Our VBS is open to children enrolled in
pre-school thru 6th grade for Fall 2020.
Our program this year is called FOCUS.
Focus encourages kids to dive deeper into their faith by putting the Focus on God and His amazing
plan for us.
Kids will have a blast discovering how to trust in what they can’t see because of what they CAN see.
We’ll explore four different ways we can focus on God, by taking time to: HEAR, TALK, PRAY and
LIVE.
Each day, kids will also have opportunities to dive deeper into the world God created for us through
daily STEM challenges.
Sound like fun? Here’s how it works:
Register for VBS on Hope’s website:

http://www.hopelutheran-elca.org/page/180021357/180111743/Vacation-Bible-School

The first 30 registrants who register before June 15th receive an at-home kit full of items to help you
start a great adventure with God, complete the STEM challenges and create crafts. Kits will be packed
in a clean, safe environment and be shipped to your door.
All VBS registrants will receive an invitation to Hope’s private VBS 2020 Facebook Group which will
allow you to view the daily VBS videos that will include the daily lesson, music and more.
Kits and Facebook Group invites will arrive approximately one week ahead of July 6th.
Interested in helping out?
Even though we’re going virtual, we still need your help! We’re looking for a few folks who are
available in June to:
help put a personal touch on our VBS kits (think: handwritten, personalized welcome notes)
pack VBS kits (supplies will be provided)
Email Kate at cube2.0@gmail.com if you’d like to volunteer!

June Membership Anniversaries
NAME:
Craig Doescher & Tania Silva & family
Joyce Gunderson
John & Irmgard Rosenfeld
Fred & Cindy Vogt & family

YEARS AS A MEMBER OF HOPE:
8
8
41
41
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Youth continue to meet weekly on Sundays for Zoom Sunday
School. We just completed a 4 week series on Hope and what it
means to have God as our Hope.
Wednesday evening gatherings on Zoom to find out the results of
the weekly Scavenger Hunt have been another way we are connecting. Congratulations to our gift card winners! We are looking
at other ways to gather virtually and will keep our youth and their
parents updated.
Congratulations to Christopher Kennedy on his graduation from
high school and his plans to attend Indiana University in the
fall. We will miss him, but wish him well as he embarks on his
college career.

Thursday evening Men's Study:
“Great food…
good fellowship…
fun discussions”
Meetings are now being held online
on Zoom.
Watch your email for announcements.
Contact Tom Clark with any questions.

Pub Chats
Wednesday evenings, a couple of times a month,
on Zoom video meetings
Current study: “Acts: Learning from the Apostles”
At first glance, it seems as though Jesus asks impossible demands of us. However, a close look at the
Book of Acts lets us know that we are not left alone with his commands. He gives us his own Spirit to
supply the power and strength to do what he asks. This five-session study will show us how to tap into
that power.
April 22: Catch the Wind—Acts 2:1-21
May 6: Live With Passion—Acts 5:17-42
May 20: Get a Good Start—Acts 9:26-31
June 3: Worship Through Trials—Acts 16:16-34
June 17: Live Your Faith—Acts 26:32-27:44
Materials and invitation to the Zoom meeting will be emailed to attendees.
If you would like to be part of the group, please contact Ann in the church office:
hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net
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“Getting to Know You”
MOM committee is really jazzed about this effort. Starting in the fall,
HOPE will feature community members in the slide presentations before
each service. Most likely, we will use the “anniversary” dates to select when
each member will be featured. Please give some thought as to what highlight you would like featured…hobbies ( I love to cook & burn bonfires)…
new things in your life…traditions (e.g.…the Clark family eats cake & ice
cream for breakfast on birthdays).
Scouts…
A big part of the Scout program is merit badges. These are intended to help the scout grow and develop
areas of skill & expertise. The Scouts are looking for individuals who would like to become a merit badge
counselor/advisor. This requires minimal time…and the process is flexible. Please give some thought to this
and let me know. Topics range from cooking & fire building…to virtually and endless range of topics.
SPOOKTACULAR
PLEASE HOLD ASIDE “after church” on Oct 11 or the 18th (12:00-3:00) for the 2020 Spooktacular. This is
Hope’s premier event. We are set with the HEADLESS HORSEMAN, PETTING PONIES, BOUNCIES and the
“FRIGHT TUNNEL”…and hopefully we will be able to offer the TRUNK or TREAT, & YUMMY FOOD, FACE
PAINTING, PUMPKIN DECORATING, & perhaps cookie decorating as well.
As was planned with the Easter Family Party, the entire HOPE FAMILY of occupants will be invited for the start
immediately following the service. ALL + Whitestone, the Church of Eternal Hope, Montessori, the Scouts, the Asian
bi-lingual school, the art classes and Avantara.
Beyond events… some of the ideas MOM would like to consider offering its community…if you have an
interest in any of these areas, pls let me know. Thx:
*Building a greeter community * Expand Family Ministries * Formulate a new member program *
* Sand Volleyball Court * Bonfires * Coffee Nook * Guys cooking group * “Sons of Abraham *
* Outdoor Movie night * More?
MOMs original operating philosophy was as follows.

To have HOPE be known as a place where all are welcome
to learn, explore and grow in the Christian faith
NEW MOM Director…Its a cool role. Neatest aspect of this committee is that it has pretty much free reign (thx to
Council support) to help define HOPE for the community and HOPEs members.

The new Member Directory is now available.
Especially at this time, we want to make sure that we can all keep in contact with each other.
If you are on the member email list, you should have received a file of the new directory by
email. If you did not receive this email, please contact Ann in the church office.
Printed copies of the directory are available in the church narthex. You may pick one up when
we reopen the church building to the public.
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PRE-SCHOOLERS BOOK DRIVE
Hope is partnering with others in the Northwest Suburban Interfaith Council to obtain
books for pre-schoolers for free dispersal as an aid in literacy, especially among those
less fortunate.
These books will be handed out at food pantries, places of worship and other designated
facilities for people in need.
We will be empowering these young children through their parent(s) and a means to
assure them access to the early learning opportunities they deserve.
Please consider donating preschool age appropriate books (new or used) in the box in the narthex. Any book (even
religious) will be used. The collection will continue for a month after we re-open the church building.

Thank you.
Jeff Whitehead
Director, Community Relations

2020 RELAY FOR LIFE
WHEN: NOT SURE!!!!!!!!!!
WHERE: TWIN GROVES MIDDLE SCHOOL
At this point in time, the 2020 RELAY has been cancelled for June – possibly rescheduled until later on this
year, but even though we are in the midst of COVID-19, that doesn’t mean cancer is still not being diagnosed in many, many people, and the current pandemic makes this diagnosis even more scary and difficult
to manage. So, if you are able, I am asking that you still make a donation to our Relay team, to help
those who really need help and support now.
Here is the link to the HOPE Lutheran Church Relay Team website:
https://secure.acsevents.org/site/STR/RelayForLife/RFLCY20NCR?
team_id=2544863&pg=team&fr_id=96963
PLEASE CONTACT ME WITH ANY QUESTIONS YOU MAY HAVE AND THANK YOU!
JANET SIRABIAN
847-533-8700
GIFT CARD PROGRAM
DUE TO THE CURRENT UNCERTAINTY CONCERNING COVID-19,
WE ARE GOING TO AGAIN SKIP THE GIFT CARD ORDER FOR JUNE –
HOPEFULLY THINGS WILL BE MORE NORMAL BY JULY,
AND WE WILL PLACE AN ORDER ON JULY 5, 2020
Questions? Give us a call – we will be happy to answer them.
Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 - jsirabian@leonettiassoc.com
Gina Vera – 847 -439-0561 – gvera0908@gmail.com
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Our Summer Worship Schedule starts May 31
With Big Changes!
Since the Governor has ordered that religious gatherings of up to ten people
are now permissible, we will be adding live music to our worship services, and
changing the time schedule to accommodate two services:
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship, with hymns and sung liturgy
10:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship, with music by the Praise Team
Pastor Jim will continue to share the lessons, sermon, and prayers.
And all of this will be happening live in our sanctuary as you participate
with us online.
Worship will continue to livestream on our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/Hope-Lutheran-Church-Long-Grove-IL-153187064718592/

Can’t be with us live? Videos will remain on the Facebook page
for later viewing.
“Without Music the World Would Bb”
No truer words can be said. Can’t imagine such silence. Music has such a beautiful way of
connecting God’s creation with every living creature. I always think of nature as a ninety-six piece
orchestra with God as the conductor. Truly a “Surprise Symphony” every day.
5:00 a.m. Mourning doves, sparrows, robins calling for rain and the list goes on. Stop and listen.
No rehearsals needed.
Learning the Lenten/Easter services were canceled at Hope, the piano and organ silent, no choirs
singing or ringing, Praise Team too, music took a different turn for me. How does one connect
with the congregation?
The introduction of Dial-a-Hymn came to my mind. Phone, piano, music and the congregation.
Through Chuck Johnson and Lynne Schneider, it worked. Every Wednesday between 3:00 p.m.
and 5:00 p.m., Dial-a-Hymn is there for all. Cardinal Blase Cupich has Dial-a-Prayer, and Hope
Lutheran has Dial-a-Hymn.
Suggestions of hymns and songs range from Sunday school days, seasons and celebrations of the church year,
memories of loved ones, hymns of nature, and the list goes on. I play from fifteen different hymnals. Even
“Happy Birthday” is played.
Please participate in Dial-a-Hymn. Just call and if the line is busy, leave a message and I will definitely return the call.
Like the choirs, congregation, Praise Team blending in harmonies, knowing “We’ll get through this together”.
No such word “Can’t” - as one says in music “I Can”.
Handel’s “Messiah”: “He Shall Reign Forever and Ever! Hallelujah!”
Pat Avery
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Back in March, in the days before Stay-at-Home orders, your Worship & Music
Committee embarked on a mission to survey the congregation about worship
preferences and attitudes. This was begun with a view towards how we might
approach our Summer Services, which in the old world would have begun May 31.
The response we received was very enlightening. A quick look at the numbers: we
have 167 active members, with an average Sunday attendance of 85.
36 people responded to the survey, which is 21.5% of active members and
42% of those who regularly attend. The response data is too voluminous to reprint
here, however, a summary of the survey results can be found at our website:
http://www.hopelutheran-elca.org/home/180021331/180021331//results%20summer%20worship%20survey.pdf

It was great to see so many positive, thoughtful responses.
The Worship & Music Committee’s original plan was to make decisions about Summer Worship based on
the data we received. Of course, this plan was devised in the time before the Great Unpleasantness, when
we were actually able to have physical contact with one another, and could make plans that contemplated
such contact. However, in light of the current situation and government regulations, the Committee had
a thoughtful and prayerful virtual meeting to discuss what should be done. Given the uncertainty about
social-distancing guidance, and the related concern that people may not want to come back to church right
away even if government restrictions are lessened, the Committee decided that now was not a very good
time to make significant worship changes, even if they were only for the summer. Therefore, our plan for
the summer is to continue our Facebook Live worship and transition to our customary summer schedule
(Traditional service at 8:30, Contemporary at 10:00) once we are able to meet together again. We do plan
to continue Live-streaming our services as soon as we have the hardware and technical know-how in place
to do that. (ACTION ITEM for the Congregation: we could use a couple of volunteers to run the camera
once we get Live-streaming up and running. Contact Chuck Johnson for details at cdj1014@gmail.com).
As Worship & Music Director, I will not lie to you; this is not the report I had hoped to be writing for
this newsletter. It is not lost on me that one of the factors influencing survey response is the respondents’
feeling that their opinions will be listened to, so I am likely shooting myself in the foot by not doing
anything different based on this one. However, I strongly feel that the only responsible course of action
is to maintain our status quo, in light of the highly unpredictable nature of everything around us. Even so,
I encourage all of you to continue in your support of our little corner of the Kingdom known as Hope
Lutheran Church, despite whatever may be happening in the world. One of my favorite Bible stories as
a kid was about the storm on the Sea of Galilee (Mark 4:35-41) and I find it uplifting now in light of our
current situation; Jesus stood up in the middle of the boat and said “Peace, be still!” The wind and the
waves obeyed him, but the disciples were still terrified. Jesus said to them: “Why are you so afraid? Do
you still have no faith?” While I always want to focus on the “Peace” part of the message, I feel that God
is emphasizing to me the second part: “WHY ARE YOU SO AFRAID?” God says, “I’ve got this,” so let’s
let him do His thing.
Peace, Chuck Johnson

Page 10

June 2020

Dear friends,
We live in a time of mourning. Covid-19’s pandemic has wrought unimaginable and unbelievable carnage
globally, nationally, and locally. The wreckage of families destroyed, broken, or disrupted by the death
of beloved ones, by the loss of economic security, by the disruption of healthy patterns of interaction,
education, service, and communication, by dreams that will never be realized. The wreckage of economic
structures, the loss of economic security, the collapse not just of the market but also the collapse of the
financial system which supports the life of our community. We live in a time of mourning.
Yet Spring is giving way to Summer and Despair is giving way to Hope. Hope that we will be better prepared for an impending
“second wave,” hope that the changes in our community and in each of us will forestall further destruction and loss. It is the turn
of that corner from despair to hope that was the centerpiece of every sermon I ever preached at a funeral.
You have, I am sure, heard many funeral sermons (again, something we will not hear anew until we have herd immunity, a
vaccine, and effective treatment of Covid-19) and the good ones lift up the life of the deceased, frame that life’s accomplishments
in as helpful a way as possible for loved ones.1 Grief and despair are acknowledged and named so that they may not have as
much power. The good sermon finds a linkage between the deceased’s life and the message of the Gospel. An example of this
would be the sermon preached at the funeral of a fellow who had been a prize-fighter in his youth linked with the words of St.
Paul in 1 Timothy 6: “Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life, to which you were called and for which you
made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.” Or for a lady who had been a professional ball-room dancer linked
with the words of Psalm 150: “Praise him with tambourine and dance; praise him with strings and pipe!” Works for me.
And once the sermon turns toward Scripture and Gospel, the move is from despair to hope – hope that death is not the final
word, that God’s promise of salvation is stronger even than death, that the death and resurrection of Christ is, in the immortal
words of Irenaeus, second century Bishop of Lyon, “the death of death itself.” 2
That turn toward hope (and would that not be an excellent, excellent name for a congregation of Christ’s people?) is vital and
efficacious and invites the loved ones staring at the preacher to carry that hope with them beyond the cemetery and let their
lives be framed and shaped by such hope.
We live in a time of mourning. It is a wonderful happenstance of alliteration that the words “mourning” and “morning” emerge
from our throats with exactly the same sound, thereby requiring context to decipher which word is being voiced. Last All Saints
Sunday in the first week of November (the last month of our former world by the way) we sang a new song which today echoes
with even greater power. “When Morning Comes” speaks of that “turn of the corner” from mourning to morning and should well
serve as a foundation piece for us now. Here are the song’s lyrics:
“There may be weeping There may be sadness There may be heartache in the night There may be grieving There may be longing
There may be darkness for a time. When morning comes And night is done We will see a new day dawning It won't be long Our joy
will come With the breaking of the day.”
And we live in a time of morning hope. May that hope frame, shape, and fulfill our lives in the weeks and months 3 to come. They
will not be easy times. But they will be still be filled with God’s presence and gracious love for all. Fools notwithstanding.
Robert Braband, Contemporary Worship Music Leader
1

Not always though. There was that one funeral I was called to do for a fellow whose plane crashed into the Alleghany River. His
widow responded to my condolences at her loss with the words “I’m glad the b******d is gone.” Now that was a tough funeral
sermon. Maybe he should have not invested so much in an aircraft and invested more in his family. Without saying, given what
his widow said standing at his casket.
2
Isn’t it nice that the ancient Roman name for the city, “Lugdunum,” was changed to “Lyon”? Avoids anyone having to selfidentify as a “Lugdunumite.”
3
Pray God that this time not be measured in years.
NB. After I began work on this article, and after I hit upon the “morning/mourning” alliteration trick, the Lincoln Project Super-Pac
released a somewhat controversial video which content employs the same trick of words. Their presentation “Mourning in
America” has gotten a lot of hits on YouTube and plays off the Ronald Reagan re-election commercial “Morning in America.”
I hope that my use of those words here does not contribute to the political dis-ease in which our nation now finds itself. I thought
of it first. Or, well, it takes awhile to write, film, and produce a video like that, so perhaps they thought of it before I did. Nonetheless and for what it’s worth (a great Buffalo Springfield song, yes?) it was original for me when I began the article and for our use
here I’ll claim it. Hoo-rah.
Copyright information: CCLI Song # 7025120 Helen Johnson | Mark Johnson © 2014 Out of the Ark Ltd, Middlesex TW12 2HD (Admin. by Out Of
The Ark Limited) For use solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1133499
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1660 Checker Rd.
Long Grove, IL 60047
www.hopelutheran-elca.org

Declare God’s love.
Do God’s will.
Dance with the Spirit.

Sunday mornings
On Facebook Live
Summer Schedule:
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship
With hymns and sung liturgy
11:00 am Contemporary Worship
With music from the Praise Team
Pastor Jim will continue providing a
worship message, scripture readings, and prayers.
The video messages will also remain on the page for later viewing.
Join us remotely to worship together.
Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org
Join Hope on Facebook by using the link on the website or by searching
for ‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’ and then clicking on the ‘Like”
button. The website and Facebook page have updates on events at Hope,
pictures and other miscellaneous information.
To contact the church office: hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070.
Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement
church-wide via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.
To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:
pmater@aol.com

