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A Summer Plan
I guess it’s no secret that when Summer
comes along, many of our activity
patterns change. Grills get fired up, pools
open, and many of us are able to make
and carry out plans for much anticipated,
and due to covid in some cases, long
overdue vacations. I will be the first to
give witness to both the need, and the
anticipation, of a nice, relaxing summer
break.

It is a season, like no other, that calls us
to relax, but also to play and to be active;
to bask in the regenerating splendor of
the Sun, and its life-giving growth. The
fields are planted by now and the weed
control is being applied. It is that time of
year when we expect crops and gardens
to grow all over North America. In the
coming weeks we will all be glad for the
fresh vegetables and fruits. There is
nothing like a fresh, vine-ripened tomato,
an ear of golden sweetcorn, or a slice of
juicy watermelon on a hot summer day!
Thinking of summer growth caused me to
ask this question: How do you grow in
your walk with Jesus during the various
seasons of the year? If it is growth time
in the vegetable garden, how do you
plan to grow in the fruit of the Spirit this
summer? Knowing we cannot afford to
take a three-month sabbatical from being
made into a disciple of Jesus, here are
some ideas to keep the fire in your soul
hot for the Lord this summer:
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Be Connected: When we
disconnect from one another,
even for a season, our spiritual
health is at risk. It just is. And yes, I will be the
first to say a person can commune with Christ in
solitude. Or on the beach. Or in the boat. Yes, it’s
entirely possible. But we make a tragic error when
we assume solitude is all we need.
The biblical directive to “not giving up meeting
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but
encouraging one another” that we find in Hebrews
10:25, was not given to confine us, but to free us.
To free us from the myth that we can make this
journey alone. The longer we are disconnected
from church during the summer (or any time) the
easier it becomes to neglect the kind of soul-care
and spiritual devotion we need to remain faithful.
There is great strength in gathering together. And
now, there are more ways than ever to do so through
the summer.

that can become a source of continual growth and
formation during the summer. One resource that I
continue to promote is the book Vanishing Grace by
Philip Yancey.
Be a Servant: One of the best ways to grow in your
walk with Christ is to serve others. As followers of
Jesus, we take seriously our responsibility to be the
hands and feet of Christ in the world. This service
best comes from a heart that is focused on God’s
Word and prayer. Once you’ve spent the year getting
fed, get out and put the things you’ve learned about
Jesus into practice. Many need help around the
house during the warmer months and community
projects often happen during this time as well. Even
our church could use a few weeds pulled and help
with other projects around the campus.
Be a Starter: There are many around you that
perhaps have the same interests you have. Some
have kids that are the same ages as yours. Some
like the same activities. Why not start a small group
Bible study and prayer time with them while you are
together or on your way to the game?

First, make a family commitment: “If we are in town…
Be a Steward: Regardless of where we are, or what
we are in church.” It’s that simple. Prioritize the
we are doing this Summer, make a commitment to
importance of worship attendance, as that primary
faithfully support the ministries of Christ’s church
jumpstart to the week.
with your financial generosity. Prioritizing church
Second, if you are out of town, make a similar family ministries in your family budget is an act of faith. It
commitment. “If we cannot be at church in person,
will not only help to meet the needs of the Kingdom,
we will watch the live video stream of worship
but will adapt, shape, and discipline the spiritual
together as a family. A number of our Hope families health of your family in more ways than you can
have already done so, and have shared what a
guess.
meaningful experience it was to feel connected
Second, make it consistent. We now have more
while away.
ways than ever to give at Hope. More and more
Third, “like” us on our Facebook page. We frequently families are making the transition to online generosishare reflections, links, inspirational quotes, and
ty. They are finding this tool to be an effective way to
photos of our people. This is yet another simple way stay steady and consistent, in much the same way
to remain fully engaged.
most of their other financial responsibilities are met.
Be formed: We are never meant to stop growing.
Our spiritual formation in Christ is a four-season
journey. I think, we sometimes think of our discipleship and growth as one more thing from which
we need a break. But that’s flawed thinking. Our
Christian formation is not one more thing, it is
the one necessary thing. So, read your Bible.
I had a friend years ago who used to say, “I’m going
fishing for a long weekend and I’m not taking my
Bible.” I never did ask him what his problem with
mixing Bible reading and fishing was, but that was
his statement. The Bible is meant to be mobile.
The same is true of devotional resources and books

Maybe you can add to the list of ideas. Regardless,
there is a harvest coming. This time of year is a
great season to grow in your understanding of
God’s wonderful work in your life. When Jesus
gave the Great Commission to “…make disciples of
all nations,” He intended that to happen every day
of every year.
My prayer for you is to enjoy this summer. Live fully
and freely in it. And as you do, take these simple
steps to remain fully, completely, and vibrantly
engaged.
Grace and Peace to you, Pastor Jim
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Join us in person or remotely, to worship together.
HOPE will continue to live-stream our worship services on Facebook live.
The video messages will also remain on the page for later viewing.
Memorial Day Weekend:
May 28-29

Summer Worship Schedule
Starts June 5

Saturday Evening Worship
5:30 p.m.
One Sunday service
at 10:00 a.m.

Sunday mornings:
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship, with hymns and sung liturgy
10:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship, music with the Praise Team

PRIDE PARADE
It's not too late to sign up and join us as we march in the
Buffalo Grove Pride Parade on Sunday, June 5th.
We will step off just after 11:00 a.m. that morning and celebrate
Equality for Everyone!
Please let me know if you'd like to join us by calling me at
(847)927-6437 or email me at jennie.pankiewicz@gmail.com.

Father’s Day – Sunday June 19th
Join us as we celebrate dads with a special gift!

June Membership Anniversaries
NAME:

YEARS AS A MEMBER OF HOPE:

Craig Doescher & Tania Silva & family
Joyce Gunderson
John & Irmgard Rosenfeld
Fred & Cindy Vogt & family

10
10
43
43
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REQUEST YOUR FAVORITE MUSIC!
We know you have favorites! We know there are some of our hymns and contemporary worship
songs that are especially meaningful for you! Same for us. And we want to include your favorites
during summer worship this year!
So please tell us:
• which song you want to sing
• the Sunday(s) you would prefer to have it scheduled
• why this song is especially meaningful for you, what it says to
you, and your permission to include your comments in the worship bulletin
• how we can best contact you to confirm the Sunday your song
will be included in worship so you can be sure to be with us that
morning
Music Request Forms are available in the church narthex, and also
may be downloaded on the worship page of our website:
http://www.hopelutheran-elca.org/site/cpage.asp?
sec_id=180021331&cpage_id=180111547&slug=Worship
The forms include lists of hymns and songs that we sing regularly, for your reference to help you
remember your favorites.
GIFT CARD PROGRAM
FATHER’S DAY – gift card to Lowe’s, Home Depot, Dick’s Sporting Goods? Taking
him out to dinner? Lettuce Entertain You? Outback? Lou Malnati’s? Longhorn
Steakhouse? Lots of possibilities for Dad, along with your everyday purchases for
groceries, gas, and other essentials!
The proceeds from the June and July Gift Cards will be going to the Viator House of Hospitality which is a
safe house for male immigrants over 18 years old to stay and get support services while they wait for their
asylum cases to go through the courts, so that they do not have to wait in prison. I urge you to try using gift
cards – it’s a great way to help others with no additional cost to you. Please do not hesitate to ask me or
Gina if you have any questions at all about the program.
There are hard copies of the Vendor List on the info table at church. You may call or email either of us or
Ann and tell us what you want, or you may just write the cards you want on a note and leave it in the box on
the info table – you do NOT have to use the computer, so don’t let that deter you from ordering. Be sure
to include a check made out to HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH with Gift Cards marked in the memo line.
Orders and checks are due by the 1st Sunday of each month and the cards should be available by the
following Friday. JUNE orders are due on Sunday, JUNE 5, 2022. If you are not comfortable attending
church in person yet, give us a call. AND if you are unable to get to church to pick the cards up, we will be
happy to deliver them to you.
Questions? Give us a call – we will be happy to answer them.
Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 – janet.sirabian@gmail.com
Gina Vera – 847-439-0561 – gvera0908@gmail.com
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Pub Chats
Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m., a couple of times a month
At: City Works, 365 W. Dundee Rd., Wheeling
New study starting May 18: “Romans: Extreme Makeover of the Soul”
Have you ever wondered what kind of person you would be if you lived up to your potential? Have you
ever wondered what God had in mind when he made you in the first place? Have you ever wondered if
this life is really worth all the pain and heartache? God wants to make us into new people—an extreme
makeover of the soul, something we cannot do on our own. Our extreme makeover begins when God
justifies us through faith in Jesus Christ, freeing us from our past, securing our future, and initiating
God's transforming work in our lives.
The great news is that it is his work, not just ours. He gives us his Holy Spirit to guide and empower us
through each step of growth.

May 18: Session
June 1: Session
June 15:Session
June 29:Session

1:
2:
3:
4:

Justification: A Clean Slate
Sanctification: A Daily Choice
Transformation: The Work of the
Heaven: The Great Reveal

Romans 5:1-11
Romans 6:1-14
Holy Spirit Romans 8:1-17
Romans 8:18-31

Study materials will be emailed to participants, and printed copies are available in the narthex.
If you would like to join the group, please email Ann in the church office:
hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net

Hannah Circle
will not meet in June.

Pastor Jim will resume this
Sunday morning Bible Study in the fall.
Watch for announcements!

See you in September.
Contact Debbie Duffy:
Duffyde626@aol.com

The Book Nook is looking for
suggestions of books to read for
the next season starting in the
fall.
Contact Andie with your ideas:

Thursday evening
Men's Study:
Meetings are being held via Zoom,
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m.
Zoom link will be provided via email.
If you are interested in joining, contact Tom Clark:
tomclark1519@gmail.com

The church directory is going to be published soon. Ann will have
paper and computer copies available. We will notify everyone when
they are available. Thank you all for helping us complete this, getting
out the latest information to everyone
Looking forward to the Church Reunion on June 4th. Promises to be
a very wonderful get together. Lots of memories and stories will be
shared. Catching up is always fun!!
Summer is coming quickly. Plenty of fellowship and opportunities to Share God’s Love ….
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The iWalk is back, LIVE AND IN PERSON AGAIN!!!
Please consider walking with our fellow Churches, Synagogues and
Temples who make up the Northwest Suburban Interfaith Council to
help raise money to feed our community's hunger. Please see the
iWalk flyer for all of the information.
If you want to help out but don't want to walk, Hope is the halfway/turnaround point for
the walk. Refreshments and entertainment are provided for all walkers and we could
use your help at Hope serving up goodies and cleaning up after the crowd leaves to
head back to Saint Mary's. Any help at all with set-up or cleanup is truly needed and
definitely appreciated. If you can help out, please email me
at Jennie.Pankiewicz@gmail.com or call me at (847)927-6437.

Stay Blessed,
Jennie Pankiewicz

Are you passionate about
making a difference in the lives of
people experiencing homelessness?
Are you seeking to share your time and talent
doing meaningful work
with an amazing organization?
Do you need to complete volunteer hours?
If so, we invite YOU to join our volunteer team
at PADS Lake County.
To sign up and learn more about
our volunteer program contact:
Julie Kovacs, Shelter Operations Manager
Phone: 847-689-0541
Email: jkovacs@padslakecounty.org

June 2022

Page 7

Page 8

June 2022

Confirmation, a rite many churches celebrate each
spring, has biblical roots. In Acts 8, Peter and John are
sent to lay their hands on new believers and pray for
them to receive the Holy Spirit. In the early church, new
Christians — usually adult converts — received baptism
and confirmation as one ceremony. As more children
were brought for baptism, pastors and priests would
baptize, but only bishops would “confirm” a baptism, or
make it official. Thus, the baptized were granted full
membership in the church through confirmation.
Now confirmation allows young people, often after
intensive Christian education, to profess for themselves
the faith into which they were baptized. Confirmation
serves as an important faith milestone, as young adults
purposefully embrace a life of discipleship.
Matthew Roehl reaffirmed his baptism
by the Rite of Confirmation
on Sunday, May 15.
God’s blessings on Matt and his family.

In service of the Triune God
In Eat This Book, Eugene H. Peterson explains that the word liturgy
comes not from church settings but community service. As applied to
worship, liturgy maintains that “‘public-service’ quality — working for
the community on behalf of or following orders from God.” Peterson
writes, “As we worship God, revealed personally as Father, Son and
Holy Spirit in our Holy Scriptures, we are not doing something apart
from or away from the non-Scripture-reading world; we do it for the
world — bringing all creation and all history before God, presenting
our bodies and all the beauties and needs of humankind before God
in praise and intercession, penetrating and serving the world for whom
Christ died in the strong name of the Trinity.”
We celebrate Trinity Sunday on June 12th.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Sunday Worship Schedule:
at Church and on Facebook
8:30 am Traditional Worship
10:00am Contemporary Worship
1:00 pm Church of Eternal Hope
4:00 pm White Stone Church

5
11:00 am
BGPride Parade

12

6

6:30 pm Church
Council

20
3:30 pm Bell
Choir

26

27

Fri

3

7:00 pm Pub
Chat at City
Works

6:30 pm Men’s
Bible Study on
Zoom

7:30 pm AA
8:00 pm White
Stone Church

11:30 am
Hope Reunion at
Hawthorn Woods
Country Club

8

9

10

11

6:30 pm Men’s
Bible Study on
Zoom

7:30 pm AA

15

16

17

7:00 pm Praise
Team

7:00 pm Pub
Chat at City
Works

6:30 pm Men’s
Bible Study on
Zoom

7:30 pm AA

22

23

24

6:30 pm Men’s
Bible Study on
Zoom

7:30 pm AA

7:00 pm Praise
Team

28

3:30 pm Bell
Choir
7:00 pm Praise
Team

29

30

7:00 pm Pub
Chat at City
Works

6:30 pm Men’s
Bible Study on
Zoom

4

8:00 a.m. Men’s
Breakfast—Billy’s
Pancake House

8:00 pm White
Stone Church

14

21

Sat

2

7:00 pm Praise
6:00 pm Worship Team
Music Committee
on Zoom

13

Thu

1

3:30 pm Bell
Choir

3:30 pm Bell
Choir

19

7

Wed

18

8:00 a.m. Men’s
Breakfast—Billy’s
Pancake House

8:00 pm White
Stone Church

8:00 pm White
Stone Church

25

1660 Checker Rd.
Long Grove, IL 60047
www.hopelutheran-elca.org

Declare God’s love.
Do God’s will.
Dance with the Spirit.

Worship Schedule:
Join us in person or remotely, to worship together.
HOPE will continue to live-stream our worship services on Facebook live.
The video messages will also remain on the page for later viewing.
Starting June 5 - Sunday mornings:
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship, with hymns and sung liturgy
10:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship, music with the Praise Team

Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org
Join Hope on Facebook by using the link on the website or by searching
for ‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’ and then clicking on the ‘Like”
button. The website and Facebook page have updates on events at Hope,
pictures and other miscellaneous information.
To contact the church office: hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070.
Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement
church-wide via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.
To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:
pmater@aol.com

