The Hopeful
Hope Lutheran Church
Long Grove, Illinois

Why is it important for us to
live in Community?
While this is mostly a general,
human question, it is equally an
important Christian question as
we are called to coexist with
others within the body of believers.
The need for community is quite
nearly a necessity for the survival
of humanity. I say nearly, because
there are always going to be
exceptions to the rule in terms
of those who feel a need for
community. There most always
seem to be a few individuals who
pursue complete and utter isolation
and who cannot seem to function
any other way. And then there are
others who in obtaining that level
of isolation do not seem to thrive
very well at all, with the occasional
loner making their way into the
news. As history has shown us,
even the early monks who initially
sought out seclusion ultimately
began building communities of
people sharing the same mind-set .
One of my favorite Christian
writers, Fr. Henri Nouwen, puts it
this way:
“When we claim and constantly
reclaim the truth of being the
chosen ones, we soon discover
within ourselves a deep desire to
reveal to others their own chosenness. Instead of making us feel
that we are better, more precious
or valuable than others, our
awareness of being chosen opens
our eyes to the chosen-ness of
others. That is the great joy of
being chosen: the discovery that
others are chosen as well. In the
(Continued on page 2)
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house of God there are many mansions. There is a place for everyone - a unique, special place.
Once we deeply trust that we ourselves are precious in God's eyes, we are able to recognize the
preciousness of others and their unique places in God's heart.”
― Henri J.M. Nouwen, Life of the Beloved: Spiritual Living in a Secular World
Therefore, when we come to realize that the vast majority of people do not seek isolation, the
community that you are drawn to becomes an essential part of your life. I am certain that there
are many communities that make people worse than they were when they arrived, however, I am
confident that there are numerous communities that have improved people as well. For this reason,
community is of the upmost importance. It is through community that we are shaped into the person
that we are meant to be.
In regards to the Christian community, we find this to be of far greater significance. Christianity is
a religion that thrives on participation. It seeks involvement from us, not for our salvation, but in
response to our salvation. As Christians, when we reach the point where we truly comprehend that we
are already saved by the act of Christ giving up his life for us, we are freed to react to that salvation.
We are freed of the burden of feeling that we must perform specific acts in order to save ourselves.
Instead, we find the freedom to answer in ways that give glory back to God for the salvation that has
been so freely and graciously given to us.
It is at this point that community becomes our lifeblood. Community becomes the place where we
join with others to give God the glory for our salvation. Without community, how do we respond? Can
we effectively choose not to participate? I suppose we can try. However, our salvation is far more
than just another item to check off on the bucket list of life. Through our salvation we are adopted
and accepted into God’s eternal family. If we choose not to go to a place where we can celebrate this
together in unity, then how do we keep the joy and excitement associated with our salvation from
dying on the vine? I’m afraid that our salvation mutates from joy into complacency. The Good News
that should bring the most joy to our hearts on a daily basis instead ends up in the recycle bin with the
rest of yesterday’s tired stories. On this basis, are we still saved? Salvation is from God, what we do
isn’t part of that equation. However, if we are saved, it seems to me that we should act like it.
Our theme for this church year is “community”. Let’s live it by being a part of it. Here are some
ways that you might draw closer: by attending church events; by attending worship services more
frequently; by sharing fellowship after services; by attending bible studies; by getting involved in
committees or small groups. If you don’t particularly see a small group that fits your interests, start
one! There is a Small Group Questionnaire that has been circulating throughout the church narthex—
fill one out and drop it in the basket in the church office. There is no limit to what we can create if the
interest and the energy is there.
In a nutshell, the Christian community is simply those who love Jesus and live in fellowship with each
other. And when the world sees this in action, they will see the true love of Jesus and perhaps find
themselves attracted to Christ by our example. How can we lose? Let’s be God’s community!
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Dear Friends,
Many of us feel better when the sun is out and the gray skies of winter begin to give
way to budding trees and the tips of green emerging from the ground. (As I write this,
it is a 30 degree day in April, but I am confident that Spring is on the way! :)). With
the change of season, I notice an uptick in the energy of those around me, and my
mood begins to soar. The anticipation of newness and possibilities in all areas of my
life are energizing.
As Spring finally comes to Hope's doorstep, so do the many opportunities we have for
growth. We are a kind, loving, and welcoming group of people, eager to spread the
Word of God and share love and kindness and resources with each other and the
community. On any given week, we are engaged in a plethora of activists. Our Fellowship committee has organized a women's luncheon and will serve 60 women in celebration of Spring and friendship. They organized a celebration of Hope's 40 year anniversary this weekend. Our
Community Outreach group is leading a sock drive for homeless people. They are heading up the Steak Dinner,
which is a fund raiser for our summer mission trip. One member is organizing a group to go to Feed My Starving
Children's fundraising gala. Properties is preparing for the Spring planting season and beautification of the property.
And the list goes on...
This week I was standing in the Narthex as a visitor was greeted by several of our members. This was one of several
new visitors in the past few weeks who have heard about us from mailings, events, and of course, current members.
I couldn't help but notice how warm and welcoming these individuals were to our guests. Suddenly I began to feel
excited about the possibilities we have to share this LOVE and friendship. To each person who is part of this congregation--you, by the simple act of a smile and kind word, or the service and leadership you provide, YOU are making
a difference in the lives of those around you--and you may or may not be aware of the impact you are having.
During the Council meeting last week, I heard from several committee leaders that they are in need of committee
members to help fulfill their responsibilities. Do you have the gift of gab, financial expertise, a passion for learning?
Are you a natural teacher, do you love to spend time with children, do teenagers inspire you? Are you curious
about those around you, are you a gardener, are you a calming spirit? Do you have time on your hands--or no time
but ideas to share? Whatever your gift, talent, interest, consider sharing it! Call or text me-847.612.0027 or email
(renee@reneeclarkhomes.com) to let me know what you would like to do. Some opportunities for sharing DO NOT
REQUIRE MUCH TIME! I look forward to hearing from you, and appreciate your thoughtful and prayerful consideration.
On another note, as we explore the theme of Community this year, we are looking at the Community within and the
Community around us. In the upcoming week we will be meeting with a representative of the Muslim community to
talk about how to share information about the Muslim faith with our members and those around us. I met Shaheen
through a local organization called Daughters of Abraham. Daughters of Abraham is a group of Christian, Jewish, and
Muslim women who are part of an organization called Children of Abraham Coalition, started by Father Corey
Brost, with he following mission: Our mission is to educate others about the Abrahamic traditions, to be ambassadors for interfaith dialogue and to continue to learn about and build relationships between our religions as we work
to fill the world with Salaam, Shalom, Peace.
I look forward to sharing more about this and our growing, thriving, community.
Blessings,
Renee Clark
Hope Council President
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COUNCIL April HIGHLIGHTS
There are no excuses to be bored this Spring and Summer, as Hope has lots of fun activities planned.
Join us for one or all…
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Spring Fling Ladies Lunch – April 21, 2018 from 12-2:00 p.m.
Steak Dinner – May 5 2018
Relay for Life – June 9, 2018
Father’s Day Event – June 16, 2018
Vacation Bible School
I Walk for Hunger – June 24, 2018
Mission Trip – Aug 1-5th
Buffalo Grove Parade – Labor Day weekend
The Thanksgiving Inter Faith service St Mary’s Catholic church

Keep an eye out for more information regarding the
• Pig Roast
• Summer Services – planned for 8:30 and 10:00 a.m. Summer theme is Community
• Mini Senior Fair
• Progress with identifying a new Praise Team music director
Grounds for Hope Café
New York Times bestselling author John Eldredge offers readers a
breathtaking look into God’s promise for a new heaven and a new earth.
This revolutionary book, All Things New, about our future, is based on the simple
idea that, according to the Bible, heaven is not our eternal home--the New Earth
is. As Jesus says in the gospel of Matthew, the next chapter of our story begins
with "the renewal of all things," by which he means the earth we love in all its
beauty, our own selves, and the things that make for a rich life: music, art, food,
laughter and all that we hold dear. Everything shall be renewed "when the world is made new."
Most Christians (most people for that matter) fail to look forward to their future because their view of heaven
is vague, religious, and frankly boring. Hope begins when we understand that for the believer nothing is
lost. Heaven is not a life in the clouds; it is not endless harp-strumming or worship-singing. Rather, the life
we long for, the paradise Adam and Eve knew, is precisely the life that is coming to us. And that life is
coming soon.
If this sounds too good to be true, please join us the 6 weeks beginning April 15th, between services, as
we explore the book, "All Things New". It's easy to ignore the afterlife, pretending it will take care of itself.
But if you have even the most remote questions, please join us as we explore the most intriguing questions
about what we can look forward to as we await God's coming Kingdom.

Your Worship & Music Committee would like you to know that we are actively
looking for a new Contemporary Music Leader. The job description can be found
at our website:
http://www.hopelutheran-elca.org/page/180021331/180114264/Employment
(or go to the home page at hopelutheran-elca.org and click on the link for “Employment” under the
“Contact” tab)
Perhaps you have considered serving in this way, or perhaps you are aware of someone who would fit the
bill. If you or someone you know is interested, please contact Ann at the Church office.
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Fellowship News
Please join us for Mothers’ Day services on May 13.
All Mother’s will receive a special Mother’s Day gift.
Save the date –
September 9, 2018 for our annual Pig Roast.
Hannah Circle
Annual Dinner
Wednesday, May 23—6:30 p.m.
At Wild Buffalo Restaurant
48 Raupp Blvd., Buffalo Grove
All women welcome—please RSVP to Debbie Duffy or Paula Weglarz

Filets with Friends!
Steak season is upon us at Hope Lutheran. That’s right! The Annual Steak Dinner
and Silent Auction is set for May 5 at 5pm. The menu includes Dorfler’s rib eyes
grilled to perfection, and a bevy of sides including Hope’s famous twice-baked
potatoes all for $15. Plus, children under 5 are free and no family will pay more
than $50.
In addition to a great meal, there is also the fabulously entertaining and competitive
silent auction. With prizes that range from Blackhawks tickets to Countyline gift
cards and the ever-popular Hannah Circle-designed wine baskets, proceeds this year will benefit Hope
mission trips including the 2018 Detroit trip. We’ll also play a rowdy game of BINGO!
Here are the particulars:
Sign up in the Narthex. If you want a chicken breast instead of a filet, please contact
Debbie Duffy at (847) 204-3169. This is always THE social event of the season, so
please make sure to put it on your calendar. For more information, please contact
Amy Pabst, at (224) 334-1003.

To contact the church office: hopelutheran- elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070.
Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement
church-wide via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.
To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:
pmater@aol.com
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The MOM committee
We are in the middle of planning for our Fathers Day
event which will be held the Saturday before Father’s
Day…June 16th…from 12-2. More details to come. The team is currently reviewing
our bounce/activity options…should be tons of fun.
There are a couple of opportunities if you would like to be more involved…we do have
a lot of fun. Here are some thoughts:
1. If you have a sense of interior design, you might like to be involved in figuring out
some options to use the narthex and a showcase for HOPES 70+ ministries.
2. Creating a system to welcome guests & visitors who come to service.
3. Talking with young adults to better understand what they look for in a church
4. community. IF you are one of those “younger adults”…or know of any who you
think might be interested…pls let me know. We hope to have this discussion
scheduled within the near future.
AND…if you have any passion or topic that you would like HOPE to adopt…pls let me
know…ideas are always welcome.
News from the Northwest Suburban Interfaith Council
“Knock Your Socks Off”: Our second annual collection for men’s, women’s
and children’s new socks for distribution to our homeless neighbors in the
Northwest Suburbs. Please help fill the collection box in the narthex during
April and May!
5th annual I-walk against hunger on Sunday, June 24, 2018: A family walk from
St. Mary Parish to Hope Lutheran Church and back. Refreshments are served at
Hope Lutheran. All donations collected go to assist our food pantries. We need
walkers and volunteers to help at Hope.
Please contact Amy Pabst at 224-334-1003 if you would like to help.

Thank you to everyone who gave Lenten offerings and donated to the purchase
of a water well from the ECLA for a community in need of clean water. Your
generosity (along with that of the congregation of Lutheran Church of the Good
Shepherd) allowed us to collect enough money to not only purchase a well, but
also some water purifying units. The total amount of money collected totaled
about $3600.
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Registration for this summer’s Mission Trip is open online at
http://lcgoodshepherd.com/interfaith-mission-trip.html
Register online and
Sign up on the sheet on the bulletin board in the hallway to let us know that you plan to attend!
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Hope’s Youth Group helped pack up 12 college care packages at our last
New Horizons that met on April 18th. Our monthly mid-week get together
is always dinner, provided by Mrs. Duffy along with games of some sort.
It is always good to fellowship with our High School youth. This particular
evening we spent time writing encouraging notes to Hope’s College
students letting them know that we’re thinking of them and praying for
them during finals. We also packed up all sorts of goodies for them to
enjoy while studying. This has always been a well received ministry and
what a great way for our young people to know that they’re thought about
even when they’re in college!
Our end of the year New Horizons is scheduled for Wednesday, May 16th from 6:30-8:30 and will be at
the Pankiewicz home for a bonfire. We will welcome current 8th graders that evening. This is a good
introduction for the incoming high school students to see what New Horizons is all about. The evening
will include dinner (roasting hot dogs and s’mores), lots of laughing and a chance to get together before
everyone’s summer kicks into high gear. Some of our seniors will be heading off to college--we sure hope
they can join us one last time. As always gluten-free and vegan options will be available to accommodate
all diets. As the date gets closer, more information will be sent to all parents.
To Reach a Generation,
Hope’s Youth Committee
Debbie Duffy, Ken Kring, Tom Meyer, Amy Pabst, Jennie Pankiewicz, Juanita Wundsam

Glory Fingers Puppet Team Offers
Last Musical after 24 Years!
Event: Kingswood Church Creative Arts Puppet Musical Performance
When: Sunday, May 6, 2018 Performances at 10:00am and 1:30pm
Where: Kingswood United Methodist Church,
401 West Dundee Road, Buffalo Grove, IL
Bring your family, friends and neighbors to enjoy the final Spring Musical of the Glory Fingers Creative
Ministry Team at Kingswood Church in Buffalo Grove. After twenty-four years of entertaining and sharing
God’s love through the creative arts, the leaders of this ministry will be retiring. Two performances are
offered on Sunday, May 6th at 10am and 1:30pm. The group will be performing “If God Was an Elephant”
through blacklight puppetry, signing and creative arts. “This will be our best musical yet and will be such a
wonderful way to celebrate our 24 years of outreach and ministry. It is an all ages musical, for children and
adults.” said Sheri Brubeck, lead director for the group. “The Northwest Suburban Interfaith Thanksgiving
Service and so many churches and groups have been inspired and helped by the outreach ministry of Glory
Fingers! We will miss their joy and creativity so much.” said Rev. James Preston, lead pastor at Kingswood.
All are welcome for this final musical at Kingswood United Methodist Church which is located at W. Dundee
Rd. in Buffalo Grove, IL. Admission is free. For more information call the office at 847-398-0770 or visit
kingswoodumc.com.
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BOOK NOOK

Join us for our annual year-end breakfast outing!
When: Thursday, May 17, 2017, 9:00 am
Where: Continental Restaurant
788 S. Buffalo Grove Rd., Buffalo Grove
We will be choosing our books for next year, so please
select one perfect book to recommend and send a very short synopsis to Andie
Van Spankeren by May 5th. If possible, please bring a copy of the book also.
New members are always welcome. We meet the 3rd Thursday of month
September through May.

2018 RELAY FOR LIFE
WHEN: SATURDAY, JUNE 9, 2018 – 3:00 PM to 10:00 PM
WHERE: TWIN GROVES MIDDLE SCHOOL

Only seven weeks left, so mark your calendars for June 9th to participate in HOPE’S Relay for Life Team.
I guarantee that you will have a fun time and will feel a sense of accomplishment in being a part of this
event that gets us closer to a cure for a horrible disease that affects us all in one way or another. There
will be activities and entertainment throughout the event, so please plan to join us for some fellowship
and to connect with our community and serve others as well. If you are unable to attend the event,
please consider making a donation in honor or in memory of someone touched by this disease. If you
cannot make a donation, please say a prayer for our team and for all those affected by this disease.
If you have a scheduling conflict, please do not feel it is necessary for you to be there for the entire
event. We will be just as happy to see you for 15 minutes as for the entire event. Perhaps you would
like to join to support and raise funds in honor of a friend or family member battling cancer. You might
want to join to honor someone and raise funds in memory of someone who has lost that battle.
Here is the link to the HOPE Lutheran Church Relay Team website:
http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR?fr_id=89095&pg=team&team_id=2280853
PLEASE JOIN OUR TEAM FOR A FUN NIGHT AND A VERY WORTHWHILE CAUSE – PLEASE FEEL FREE TO
CONTACT ME WITH ANY QUESTIONS YOU MAY HAVE

Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org
Join Hope on Facebook by using the link on the website or by searching for ‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’ and then clicking on
the ‘Like” button. The website and Facebook page have updates on
events at Hope, pictures and other miscellaneous information.
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GIFT CARD PROGRAM
Mother’s Day – Graduations – Confirmations – Weddings –
the possibilities are endless!!!
There are hard copies of the Vendor List on the info table at church. If you are
unable to be at church on the day the orders are due, you may call or email either
of us or Ann and tell us what you want, or you may just write the cards you want
on a note and leave it in the box on the info table – you do NOT have to use the
computer, so don’t let that deter you from ordering. Be sure to include a check
made out to HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH with Gift Cards marked in the memo line.
May orders are due on Sunday, May 7, 2018, and the cards should be in by the following Friday.

Questions? Give us a call – we will be happy to answer them.
Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 - jsirabian@leonettiassoc.com
Gina Vera – 847 -439-0561 – gvera0908@gmail.com

Bible Study/Small Group
Questionnaires

We are presently exploring some alternate times and platforms for creating new small groups, for Bible
Study or for gathering with others who share the same hobby or special interest.
Questionnaires are available on the website or in the church narthex.
If you are interested, please fill it out so that we can determine the most convenient times, places to meet,
and special interests or types of study that you might most enjoy.

Women’s Weekend
Coffee Break
Will return in June
Watch for announcements of time and
place!
The group who met in April had a great
time and we hope to see you all at our
next gathering!

MEN’S THURSDAY
NIGHT GROUP
We will be viewing videos in a
6 part series called
“Kingdom Man” which is
about helping men reach their
God-given potential.
Thursday evenings….
6:30-7:30…
great food…
great discussions
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1660 Checker Rd.
Long Grove, IL 60047
www.hopelutheran-elca.org

Declare God’s love.
Do God’s will.
Dance with the Spirit.

Regular Sunday Worship:
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship Service
9:45 a.m. Sunday School/Grounds for Hope Café
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service

Memorial Day Weekend Sunday Worship:
Sunday, May 27
10:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service

Starting June 3—
Summer Sunday Worship:
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship Service
10:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service
Sunday School/Grounds for Hope Café do not
meet in the summer—see you in September!

