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They devoted themselves to the
apostles’ teaching and to fellowship,
to the breaking of bread and to
prayer. Everyone was filled with
awe at the many wonders and signs
performed by the apostles. All the
believers were together and had
everything in common. They sold
property and possessions to give to
anyone who had need. Every day
they continued to meet together in
the temple courts. They broke bread
in their homes and ate together with
glad and sincere hearts, praising
God and enjoying the favor of all the
people. And the Lord added to their
number daily those who were being
saved. Acts 2:42-47
Over the past five Sundays, our
Grounds for Hope Café study group
has explored Gospel in Life, a study
on how to live out the Gospel in
community and share it with the
world. In reading Acts 2:42-47 this
recent Sunday, we witnessed the
idyllic picture of communal life as
depicted in the first century Christian
church. As serene as these verses
describe the way of life in that
setting, these practices were
unfortunately short-lived. In fact,
such practices would mostly seem
unworkable in our modern context.
It is important to acknowledge that
this may represent the best of what
God's people are capable of, in the
power of the Spirit. But after Ananias
and Sapphira defraud the Jerusalem
community in 5:1-11 one looks in
vain for any description of community
(Continued on page 2)

Pastor Jim Andrews

2018
“Come to Jesus – Remembering the
Past and Looking to the Future”
On Sunday, November 4, All-Saints Sunday,
immediately following the worship services
(approximately 9:30 am and 12:00 noon),
you are invited to attend an informational
meeting regarding a proposal to establish
a new position of “Youth Leader” for Hope
Lutheran Church.
A presentation will be made, followed by
discussion. The Church Council believes
this to be an important, and a necessary,
step to take in our church by providing
Christian programs and leadership for our
youth, including the recruitment of youth
and families to Hope by offering reasons to
want to attend.
There are several possible means of
providing funding for this proposed
position moving forward, which will require
congregational approval to include in the
proposed FY2019 Church operating
budget.
The position of “Youth Leader” is expected
to be a part-time position, variable at 20
hours per week on average, at an annual
cost of approximately $20,000.
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life that approaches the
radicalism seen in Acts 2.
This does not mean that
hospitality, charity, mutuality,
and worship are not characteristics of the communities that
the Spirit still creates, but Acts likewise concedes the
flawed nature of believers and their struggles to
achieve and maintain unity.
The description given in Acts 2 suggests what the
Holy Spirit can do in a captive setting. These
verses do not lay down rules or detailed outlines
for Christian living, but they do reveal a multilayered
witness, one not restricted to a single place or mode.
This witness reveals itself in houses and in the
Jerusalem temple. It benefits its members and
earns the admiration of outsiders. The community
exists not for its own sake, but to care for its most
vulnerable members and to be a means by which
God extends salvation to others outside its
community.
This is accomplished as a result of people coming to
embrace the crucified, risen, and glorified Christ as
God's designated emissary, as the particular means
by which God institutes and exercises God's reign
within creation.
The challenge for us as a community of faith is to
believe this about ourselves--and about God. We
become easily frustrated in our attempts to build
community that functions as an authentic expression
of the gospel, even as a flawed expression. But it
is empowering to realize that we are not left to our
own devices in creating such an environment. The
ministry of God's reign that Jesus inaugurated is not
merely a thing of the past or a faint hope for future
days; it continues, sometimes barely perceptibly, in
the corporate life of communities of faith that are
Holy Spirit driven.
The virtues of justice, worship, and mutuality are
not accomplishments of extraordinary people; they
are signs of the Spirit within a community of people
who understand themselves as united in purpose
and identity--not a detached collection of individual
churchgoers. As members of this community of faith,
we are responsible for living in a way that displays
God's union to one another. God's love to one
another. The bold claims of a resurrection faith
demand such confidence from us.
Acts 2 reveals a depth of community that may seem
compelling but impossible to some, and perhaps
even irresponsible or dangerous to others. It

certainly challenges the pervasive individualism
in Western Christianity that is the air many of us
breathe. For contemporary readers, the text
challenges a romanticized notion of community
that wants friendship, support, encouragement, and
fun without any cost, inconvenience, or commitment.
And the concluding verses provide a timely reminder
that community requires investment of time and
resources.
It is often said that the deepest revelation of a
person’s priorities is how they spend their time and
their money. The way that these first Christians
spent their time and their money shows the depth of
their commitment to one another.
There is a fictitious story told about a guy who
toured an old factory. “This is the world’s largest
grease factory,” the tour guide said as they started
through the gigantic plant. They walked through rows
of machines with gears turning, wheels revolving,
cylinders whirling, belts running, huge motors roaring
away. Toward the end of the tour the fellow asked
the guide, “What do you do with all the grease you
make here? To whom do you sell it?” The guide said,
“Oh, no. We don’t sell it. We have to use all that we
produce to lubricate the machinery here at the
factory.”
We cannot become ingrown, ignore the world around
us just to take care of ourselves. However, when we
are being the church, I firmly believe that God may
indeed bless us with people being added to our
congregation daily. When our church is a thriving,
healthy, generous place, our ministries have an
ability to grow and expand. This of course requires
not only generous giving of our treasures, but also
of whatever spare time we can contribute, and of
course, the giving of our considerable talents--which
may be great or minor. No matter, they are all
needed and so thankfully welcomed.
As we enter into the month of November, the month
of Thanksgiving, you will be asked to step up your
giving in all three areas. I humbly ask of you to
please re-read Acts 2:42-47 and take some time
to reflect prayerfully on how you might be able to
willfully and joyfully be a more generous steward of
what our gracious God has given you. A small step
up for each of us can make all the difference in
maintaining and growing our present ministries. May
we all take a step closer towards experiencing what it
feels like to be a first century Holy Spirit driven
church .
Happy Thanksgiving! Pastor Jim
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Dear Friends,
I hope this note finds you well. It seems like this year has flown by; and
it's hard for me to believe that we are already in mid-October at the time
of this writing. The weather reminds us that a change is coming. We say
goodbye to the colorful flowers, warm and sunny days, and HELLO
to...colorful leaves, snow capped tree tops, and crisp sunny days. Beauty in
another form.
Speaking of change, the Council has been spending a great deal of time prayerfully
considering where we are as a church, where we believe we should be, and what we must do
to get there. There are three areas we have identified as crucial for Hope's good health. First is a
vibrant youth ministry/program. Second is excellence in worship. Third, meaningful engagement
with the community, both within Hope and in the surrounding community is essential for a healthy
church.
Most of our time and energy so far has been spent on developing a plan for the Youth. We
believe an engaged community of young people is essential to their development as Christian
adults and a cornerstone of a healthy church. We have been researching and developing a plan
to enhance and enrich the experience of our young members while providing a strong resource
and opportunity for young people to grow their faith in concert with their peers.
Please join us for approximately 20 minutes on Sunday morning, November 4, for a brief meeting
where we will share an update on our progress so far, including direction, and initial plans for
implementation. More details on the timing to follow.
In the meantime, thank you for all of the time and energy that each of you contributes to our
church family. Hope Lutheran Church is a special community of faith and love, and I am grateful to
be a part of it.
In gratitude,
Renee Clark

Grounds for Hope Cafe
Please join us for some thought provoking conversation
and for some stirring coffee!
The following is our schedule for Bible Study over the month of November:
11/4: Will not meet-Congregation Informational Meeting
11/11: Final chapter of Gospel in Life Study
11/18: Authentic Fellowship-How is the church called to be different from the local social club?
11/25: Make Church a Positive Experience for Kids-How can we help kids to love church?
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On Sunday, November 11, at
both services, we will take a
moment to recognize all
Veterans in our congregation, in
honor of Veterans’ Day. We are
asking any veteran who attends
church that day to wear some
identifying item; a shirt, a hat, a medal or something
else that signifies your special status as a veteran of
military service. We will then offer a moment of thanks
and praise for the service you have each provided.
"As we express our gratitude, we must never forget
that the highest appreciation is not to utter words, but
to live by them." -- John F. Kennedy

As we move toward Advent, your Worship & Music Committee reminds you of two upcoming festival days:
Christ the King Sunday on November 25 and All Saints Day, November 1 (observed November 4.)
Historically, Christ the King Sunday was originated by Pope Pius XI to emphasize the
Kingdom of God as different from the dictatorial political systems that were rising in
Europe at the time, particularly that of Benito Mussolini. The festival later focused on
Jesus Christ as “the goal of human history, the focal point of the desires of history
and civilization, the center of humankind, the joy of all hearts, and the fulfillment of
all aspirations.” Let’s use this festival as an opportunity to do everything we can to
hasten the coming of Christ’s Kingdom in our lives.
Similarly, All Saints Day calls us to remember the lives of those who have died in faith, who now
wait before the throne for the last day. We owe it to those who have gone before us to work with
them to bring Christ’s Kingdom near, and we will have the opportunity on November 4 to honor
specific saints who are dear to us by lighting a candle in their memory. We pray: Almighty God,
you have knit your people together in one communion in the mystical body of your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and commitment,
and to know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who love you, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

Your Worship & Music Committee announces the following dates and times for
Advent and Christmas season worship services.
For this year there will be no Wednesday night Advent services.
On Sunday, Dec. 23, there will be regularly-scheduled services.
On Christmas Eve, Dec. 24, there will be two services, a Family Service at 5:00 pm
and a Candlelight Service at 11:00 pm. The earlier service time has been chosen
to allow families with children a better opportunity to worship together, while taking into account the busy nature of the day. Both services will be Traditional, with
Communion by Intinction.
On Christmas Day, there will be a Traditional service at 10:00 am, with full Communion. On Sunday Dec. 30, there will be only one service at 10:00 am, Traditional format with no Communion, as in past years.
Please make plans to attend as many services as possible, as we welcome our
Savior into the world and into our lives!
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Stewardship Sunday – November 18
Stewardship, in its simplest form, is the practice of
generosity. It is essential to the daily expression of
our faith. As a church that is energized by lively
engagement in our faith and life, we know that
understanding personal and household stewardship
is crucial in responding to God’s abundant
grace. Each of us has a unique story, and we are
part of a larger story that makes up Hope Lutheran
Church. As we realize that we are saved by the
Grace of God, everyone is encouraged to think
about your Spiritual Gifts and Talents and
prayerfully consider how you will respond.
Our Commitment Sunday is November 18 but our
response to God’s gifts is a daily activity.
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The Fuller Center for HousingHero Project Lake County
Work Day November 3

The Fuller Center for Housing is a non-profit, ecumenical
Christian housing ministry dedicated to eliminating
poverty housing worldwide. By forming partnerships with
local organizations, The Fuller Center provides the
structure, guidance and support that communities need
to build and repair homes for the impoverished among
them.
A Fuller Center home is not a hand out, but a hand
up. By working alongside volunteers and repaying
construction costs on terms they can handle,
homeowners are able to regain a sense of basic human
dignity. There are 3 homes that the Fuller Center is
trying to complete before winter sets in.
Please join us in our quest to improve the health and
futures of the world’s people by
providing them with simple, decent
places to live. We are planning on
one more work date, Nov. 3rd, in our
quest to complete one of the homes
in North Chicago. The work to be
performed will most likely be dry wall
finishing, painting and clean-up.
Pastor Jim will have more information on the exact work as we get
closer to the date.
Please sign-up in the narthex if you
can participate.

GIFT CARD PROGRAM
Using gift cards to either purchase items for the Thanksgiving baskets we
provide for others or donating a gift card to those families … as well as our own
Thanksgiving dinners … gifts cards for Christmas presents … gift cards to buy
Christmas presents … our own every day needs … LOTS OF POSSIBILITIES! Only
2 more opportunities to make great use of gift cards for Christmas! Let’s help
out other families at no additional cost to us – win/win.
There are hard copies of the Vendor List on the info table at church. If you are unable to be at church on the
day the orders are due, you may call or email either of us or Ann and tell us what you want, or you may just
write the cards you want on a note and leave it in the box on the info table – you do NOT have to use the
computer, so don’t let that deter you from ordering. Be sure to include a check made out to
HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH with Gift Cards marked in the memo line.
Orders are due on Sunday, November 4, 2018 – the cards should be in by the following Friday.
Questions? Give us a call – we will be happy to answer them.
Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 - jsirabian@leonettiassoc.com
Gina Vera – 847 -439-0561 – gvera0908@gmail.com
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Pub Chats
Wednesday evenings,
a couple of times a month,
at Pub 83 in Long Grove
7:00 p.m.
Our meetings will focus on the book “Reclaiming the ‘L’ Word:
Renewing the Church from its Lutheran Core” by Kelly A. Fryer.

Join us for study, conversation, refreshments.
Sept 26 - Introduction
Oct 10 – Chapter 1. In Defense of Dogma
Oct 24 – Chapter 2. A Confession
Nov 7 – Chapter 3. Jesus Is Lord
Nov 28 – Chapter 4. Everyone Is Welcome
Dec 12 – Chapter 5. Love Changes People
Jan 2 – Chapter 6. Everybody Has Something to Offer
Jan 16 - Chapter 7. The World Needs What We Have

Operation Christmas Child . . . . . . . Good News . . . . Great Joy
Hairclips. Pencils. A doll. A necklace. Every item lovingly added to an Operation Christmas Child shoebox gift has
the potential to impact a child. When they open their shoe box gifts the harsh world around them fades and their
hearts fill with wonder and joy as they see the treasurers within. Felisha (Trinidad), Alex (Rwanda), Luis (Panama),
Nanor (Middle East), Yui (Honduras) and Elvina (Ukraine), are just a few of the children who have received one of
the over 155 million shoe boxes donated to Operation Christmas Child by Hope and thousands of other churches
and organizations since 1993. The shoe boxes are distributed to children in over 160 countries that have
endured war, poverty, natural disasters and other difficult circumstances. The treasures and personal letters
inside communicate that someone cares for them and gives them an opportunity to experience the love of God.
It is easy to participate.
• Find a shoe box or similarly sized plastic container, it can be wrapped or unwrapped. (If you decide to wrap
please wrap the top separately.)
• Choose boy or girl and age category.
• Fill the box with a variety of small, fun gifts for either a boy or girl. Gift ideas include; small toys, stuffed
animals, school supplies, personal hygiene items, slippers, socks and other items that will put a smile on a child’s
face. A personal note can also be added.
• Pray for the child that will receive your gift.
• Lastly, drop off your gift at church.
Brochures are available in the narthex. The brochure contains a more complete list of shoebox suggestions and a
list of items that cannot be sent (such as candy, toothpaste, liquids, chocolate, food or anything that will expire
within 6 months), along with a label to indicate if the gift is for a boy or girl and the age group.
Boxes must be returned to the church no later than noon Sunday November 18th.
If you have any questions, please contact Debbie Duffy.
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Calling All Ladies of Hope and Beyond!
Have you ever wondered why Jesus told such
confusing stories or what if God wants more than
you can give? At this year’s Women’s Retreat,
Why is Jesus So Radical?, participants will study
Matthew and Luke, and they'll discuss what Jesus
meant in many of his teachings and why it still
matters today. This is part of the Fearless
Conversations curriculum and it goes way beyond
the typical pat answers and fill-in-the-blanks of
your average study. Fearless conversation is
about an open dialogue, where women can
discuss and relate to the Bible and to one
another. In small groups, participants will dig
into grappling questions that may not have a
"right" answer, but they will explore what the Bible
has to say. Each question is designed to get people
thinking and digging deeper. As they discuss with
others and share their stories, people will get to
know each other—and God—better.
Here’s the scoop:
When: Feb.1, 2019 @ 6:30 pm to Feb. 3, 2019 @ noon.
Where: Inns of Geneva National, Lake Geneva, WI.
Cost: $291 single occupancy; $158 double occupancy; $114 triple occupancy; $92 quad occupancy. T
All costs and meals included, even Saturday night dinner at Cafe Calimari!
Sign up in Narthex. Place a check payable to Hope Lutheran Church with "Women's Retreat” written in memo line
in completed registration envelope and then drop envelope in the Fellowship mailbox in the church office. It’s that
easy!
Deadline to register is Dec. 9, 2019.
Questions: Contact Joanne Johnson at (847)287-1407 or jorojo212@gmail.com or contact Kathy Whitehead at
(224) 392-1565 or ramonakaw@aol.com. Also, please visit our display in the Narthex where you can learn more
and register.
REGISTRATIONS ARE COMPLETE AND ROOMS ARE RESERVED WHEN PAYMENT IS RECEIVED.
Take time to relax, to make new friends, to worship God, and to savor your relationship with Jesus. we hope you’ll join
us at Retreat 2019!

Decorating the church Christmas tree:
Saturday, December 1st at 9:00 a.m.
All are invited to come and help.
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A Christmas Tea Party
Please join the women of the fellowship
committee for our Christmas tea, on
December 1, at 2 o’clock.
Enjoy a cup or two of English tea, along with a
variety of finger sandwiches and assorted
sweets.
Invite your mothers, daughters, grandmothers
and friends.
Please watch for the sign up in the narthex.
There will be no charge.
A non-perishable food donation for our food
pantry will be appreciated.
HELP – Looking for teapots, cups and saucers
to borrow for the event.
Please contact Ann at the church office or email
Shirley Singer at yvrgal2@gmail.com

We at Hope have so many things to be thankful
for...the Youth at Hope would like to help others be
thankful too! This month, on November 7th at
630pm the youth will meet for dinner and begin to
pack Thanksgiving Baskets. In years past this
ministry was a congregation wide event - and it still
is, we are going to help by assembling the baskets!
As the congregation has a large sign up sheet for
the internal components of the baskets, in the Youth
Corner you will find a sign up sheet for the
"assembly event"! At last glance there were 5 names
on the list - we know there are more of you and
would love to have you join us!!!
Peace,
Hope's Youth Committee
Pam Kennedy, Tom Meyer & Amy Pabst
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Annual Thanksgiving Food Basket Drive
Again this year, Hope will be collecting food to
provide Thanksgiving meals to needy families in
our area. Sign-up sheets are on the bulletin board
in the hallway. Our goal is to provide baskets for
at least 35 families.
You may shop and provide food, or donations are
welcome, just note "Thanksgiving Food Basket
Drive" in check memo.
Important dates:
Monday November 5th: Deadline for dropping
off baskets/food items in the large fellowship
hall
Wednesday, November 7th: Youth Event to
assemble baskets (see article below)
Saturday November 10th: Final Assembly of
Food Baskets (in large fellowship hall
- Volunteers needed to help assemble baskets and
shop
Monday November 13th: Basket pick up by
Field Elementary School District

Sundays during the fall football season:
Please join us after the 11:00 a.m. worship
service in the large fellowship hall for lunch
and football.
Usually, we will be watching the Bears game.
Stay for the entire game or just a short time whatever your schedule permits.
(Food provided by those attending on a rotating
schedule.)
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HOPEs Christmas Spectacular will be Saturday December 8th…11-2. Face painting,
ornament decorating, cookie decorating, and of course bouncies, food and Mr & Mrs
Santa. Photo ops with Santa and “dress-up” photos in the manger scene. Please place
the date on your calendar and tell friends.
Next Sunday, Oct 21, We will show samples of the guest/visitor gift adult and youth bags. A HOPE coffee mug and a HOPE tumbler are the key features. AND…a generous family has offered to “gift” the congregation with a free mug or tumbler on that day.
The new resident mailing project, will go out to the 510 "New home owners" who moved into a 2 mile radius of HOPE within the
past 6 months. These new neighbors will receive a "warm invite" card...and there will be a "follow up" note highlighting HOPEs
Christmas Spectacular.
A greeter ministry is in the works. The goal is to have as many folks as possible be willing to go up to guests at church…as well as
“wander” & greet guests at our events, helping them to feel comfortable with being at HOPE. Pls let me know if you might be
interested.
The Narthex communication is making some progress. We are thinking about a “photo album theme” which features the various
missions/opportunities to become more involved with HOPE. Want to be a part??? Call me. Thx TC
Tom (TC) Clark…MOM Chairperson…847-946-3604

Thursday evening Men's Study:

“Great food…
good fellowship…
fun discussions”
All men are welcome!
Join us at 6:30 p.m. each week.

When:

Hannah Circle
Tuesday November 27
7:30 p.m.
At Nancy Harstad’s home.

Thursday, November 15, 2018, 9:30 a.m.

Where:

Small fellowship hall at church

Book:

“Paradise” by Mark Cahill

Leader:

Jerry Allen

Hostess: Ellen Allen
Paradise is my first novel, and I am very, very excited about it. We are going to take you on the journey of a man named Josh who is about to head off into eternity. The question is: Is he ready? Although
it is a novel, the book is loaded front to back with good, solid apologetic material. We just took truth
and weaved it into a fictional story that many people can relate to. It covers topics such as: creation vs.
evolution; is the Bible true?; angels and demons; did the resurrection really happen?; can someone be
good enough to go to heaven?, etc. The ultimate question in the book is will the evidence lead Josh to
pick the right Paradise before it is too late?
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1660 Checker Rd.
Long Grove, IL 60047
www.hopelutheran-elca.org

Declare God’s love.
Do God’s will.
Dance with the Spirit.

Sunday Worship:
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:45 a.m. Sunday School and Grounds for Hope
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship
To contact the church office: hopelutheran- elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070.
Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement
church-wide via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.
To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:
pmater@aol.com

Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org
Join Hope on Facebook by using the link on the website or by searching
for ‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’ and then clicking on the
‘Like” button. The website and Facebook page have updates on events at
Hope, pictures and other miscellaneous information.

