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Do you remember the old saying, “Time
is money?” Although I rarely hear that
expression anymore, I believe it still
rings quite true. At the same time, I also
believe that time is also a gift. In fact,
it’s the greatest resource that any of us
will ever have. Our use of it will help
determine our prospective earnings,
how we spend our money, how healthy
we are, what the value of our relationships will be, the quality of our overall
well-being.
Time is also the ultimate counterbalance – no matter who you are or
where you live, you have the exact same
24 hours each day and the freedom to
decide how you’re going to use them.
And yet, no matter how hard we try,
time seems impossible to manage. All
that you can manage is yourself. It’s
inevitable: time keeps on ticking,
whether you’re paying attention to it or
not. So rather than making every
attempt to manage it, why not make it
our aim to make the most of it?
What this does is takes our everyday
schedule out of the hands of Father
Time and places it squarely into our
own. I can never fall prey to busyness
or a crowded schedule because I have
given permission to every last item on
my calendar. Time didn’t crowd my
calendar, I did.
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As believers in Christ, how well
we use our time becomes even
more important. As our most
valuable resource, God gives us
the freedom to use our time in whatever way we want.
Our time should therefore, be subject above all else, to
Christ.
For example, it would be most inconsistent for me to
offer my financial treasures for the advancement of
God's work, but not the way I offer my time. One
could easily make the comparison to the Parable of
the Talents in Matthew 25– two men wisely used the
resources given to them and their money increased
significantly. A third man was lazy with what he had
been entrusted with and he was punished. The time
we are given cannot be magicaly increased, but how
we use the precious time we have been given can
magnify the difference we make for others.
In our world today, our time is up for grabs. We face
family, friends, employers and co-workers, advertisers,
and marketers, competing for as much of it as they can
get. And all of these constant demands on our time,
leave us distracted, adding to the various “multi-tasking”
that is already distorting our sanity.
An article written by James Hewitt in the World Economic
Forum a few years ago, properly describes our constant
distractions brought on by today's technology:
“Our smartphones buzz with notifications throughout
the day and night; we accept relentless distraction as the
default option. Habitual checking on missed calls and
messages can become an addictive pattern of behaviour,
increasing stress and disturbing sleep. More than 90%
of people multi-task during meetings. 42% of us admit
to reading and responding to e-mail in the bathroom.
70% of us check e-mail while watching TV. When we find
the opportunity to rest, 34% of us admit to using social
media as a form of mental break.”
If the Parable of Talents had been written today, it would
probably look significantly different. I'm guessing the
“wicked and slothful” man who did nothing with the
money would have been too distracted with his various
social media profiles and overwhelming work schedule
that he just didn’t feel like he had time to invest. But
what I feel is most important for us to realize is that,

when the stewardship of our time and finances work
in unison, our likely investment in the advancement of
God's Kingdom grows dramatically.
Let's liken this to an employee who uses his time wisely
and productively, he becomes a better employee and may
receive a raise, promotion, or new career opportunities.
When an individual uses their time throughout the week
wisely to plan, budget, and organize, they save money at
the grocery store, reduces their stress, and increases their
resourcefulness.
But the opposite is also true – the more time you waste,
the faster your earning potential decreases and the more
money you waste. In fact, often, ill use of your time can
cost you far more than overspending would.
There is much written in the Bible that deals with using
our time well. The book of Proverbs reminds us to ask the
Lord, “To teach us to number our days so that we may
gain a heart of wisdom.” How we guard our hearts and
minds can significantly influence how we spend our time
and money.
But, more than anything else, being good stewards of our
time is a perfect way to serve God. The problem is, many
of us are too busy--too busy doing things for God that we
neglect to do the things of God.
Why not decide to be the best user-of-time you can be,
and pray for wisdom on how to increase your productivity
as well. Honor God in the way you do your job, the
amount of time you spend on social media, and how
you personally interact with others. In the same manner
that making a budget forces you to cut out the excess,
organizing your time will force you to make hard sacrifices
as well. It might mean waking up an extra 15 minutes
early in the morning or deleting Facebook off your phone
to meet with the Lord in prayer instead, or to bring a meal
to a neighbor in need, or to serve in one of our church's
many ministries. But, most importantly, it may be the key
to hearing, “well done, good and faithful servant”. Make
time. Choose wisely of your time--but choose.
Faithfully, your partner in Christ, Pastor Jim
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Gratitude Sunday—Nov. 17th

This year’s stewardship emphasis will focus on our gratitude to our congregation for all
of the outstanding support that each of you have so generously shown to the various
ministries of our church, none of which would exist without all of you.
Each Sunday, from Oct. 27th through Nov. 10th, at the beginning of each service, you will hear testimonials from
various Church Council Chairs and members who will give brief Temple Talks on the many ways that the contributions
of your Time, Talents and Treasures have made their programs possible. We feel it is important for you to be aware
of how your contributions make a true difference in keeping these programs running effectively, and maybe, by
creating better awareness of what these programs do, you might find ways in which you could use your own
resources to help these programs thrive and grow.
On Sunday, Nov. 17th, we will culminate with one, All-In-One-Place service at 11:00 a.m. At that service we will
be asking you to place pledge cards in an offering plate in the front of the sanctuary, indicating what level of
participation you feel so moved to contribute of your Time, your Talents, and your Treasures. Our hopes and
prayers are that you will think beyond your past participation and prayerfully consider how your level of participation
may increase.
Afterward, a Gratitude Sunday Luncheon will be provided in our Large Fellowship Hall. It is our hope that all of you
will make it a point to break bread with your friends and fellow members as we celebrate another year of fellowship
past, and by the generosity of your gifts, many more to come! With gratitude, Pastor Jim.

Dear Friends,
As the trees complete their annual transformation of beautiful colors this fall, we
begin our preparation for this annual Season of Giving and Gratitude. At Hope
Lutheran Church, we will be celebrating this season in many ways. By now, you have
seen, and hopefully participated in the pumpkin sale, sponsored by the Youth of
Hope, and pioneered by our youth leader, Ben Graham. We will also be gathering
food and making Thanksgiving baskets, an effort which is led by Pam Kennedy. Jennie
Pankiewicz has agreed to bring Operation Christmas back to Hope. (more on that
soon…) And, as always, we will be holding our annual Stewardship Drive.
The Stewardship Drive is an opportunity for the leadership of Hope to express gratitude to all of the members for
their support, both financially and through their gifts of time and talent. It is a time to share progress and results
made possible from gifts given. And it is a time for each of us to pray for guidance as we strive to share the Word in
meaningful ways to our members, friends, and the Community.
You will be receiving more information about the Stewardship Drive through a series of temple talks, which will
culminate in Gratitude and Appreciation Sunday, where we will share our gifts followed by a luncheon celebrating
and thanking God for blessing our congregation, and for your generosity and support of our initiatives and goals.
Thank you for all you do to participate, share in, and support Hope Lutheran Church. I am grateful for you, your
friendship, guidance and love.
Blessings,
Renee Clark
Council President
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Annual Thanksgiving Food Basket Drive
Again this year, Hope will be collecting food to provide Thanksgiving meals to needy
families in our area.
Sign-up sheets are on the bulletin board in the hallway. Our goal is to provide baskets for
at least 35 families.
You may shop and provide food, or donations are welcome, just note "Thanksgiving Food
Basket Drive" in check memo.
Important dates:
Tuesday November 12th: Deadline for dropping off baskets/food items in the large fellowship hall
Wednesday, November 13th: Youth Event to assemble baskets
Monday November 18th: Basket pick up by Field Elementary School District

Operation Christmas Child ... Good News ... Great Joy ... Begins with a Shoebox
Hairclips. Pencils. A doll. A necklace. Every item lovingly added to an
Operation Christmas Child shoebox gift has the potential to impact a
child. When they open their shoe box gifts the harsh world around
them fades and their hearts fill with wonder and joy as they see the
treasurers within. Felisha (Trinidad), Alex (Rwanda), Luis (Panama),
Nanor (Middle East), Yui (Honduras) and Elvina (Ukraine), are just a
few of the children who have received one of the over 157 million
shoe boxes donated to Operation Christmas Child by Hope and thousands of other churches and
organizations since 1993. The shoe boxes are distributed to children in over 100 countries that
have endured war, poverty, natural disasters and other difficult circumstances. The treasures and
personal letters inside communicate that someone cares for them and gives them an opportunity to
experience the love of God.
It is easy to participate.
• Find a shoe box or similarly sized plastic container, it can be wrapped or unwrapped. (If you
decide to wrap please wrap the top separately.) We have some preprinted boxes. See Debbie
Duffy if you would like one.
• Choose boy or girl and age category.
• Fill the box with a variety of small, fun gifts.
• Gift ideas include; small toys, stuffed animals, school supplies, personal hygiene items, slippers,
socks and other items that will put a smile on a child’s face.
• A personal note can also be added.
• Pray for the child that will receive your gift.
Lastly, drop off your gift at church.
Brochures are available in the narthex. The brochure contains a more complete list of shoebox
suggestions and a list of items that cannot be sent (such as candy, toothpaste, liquids, chocolate,
food or anything that will expire within 6 months), along with a label to indicate if the gift is for a
boy or girl and the age group.
Boxes must be returned to the church no later than Wednesday November 20th.
If you have any questions, please contact Debbie Duffy.
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Hope Women’s ‘Help Others’ Project
Each Sunday Pastor Jim reminds us to remember the poor. Here is your chance to do that.
The Women of Hope will do several service projects throughout the year beginning with the Retreat in January and
we need the help of the congregation. We are collecting personal hygiene items and cleaning supplies for these
projects. These items include:
Kleenex
Laundry Detergent
Bandages
Toilet Paper
Bath Soap
Toothbrush
Paper Towels
Shampoo
Toothpaste
Windex
Deodorant
Socks
All-Purpose Cleaner
Kitchen Trash Bags
Feminine Products
All items can be full or travel size and can be purchased at dollar stores. Cash donations are also
welcome to purchase additional items needed.
Please purchase a couple of items each week when you shop and drop them off in the box in the Narthex when you
come on Sunday. Each item will be a blessing to the person that receives it and will help them on their journey in
life.
Thank you in advance for your generosity and for helping the Women of Hope to provide this important ministry.
For information or to answer any questions, please contact Lynne Schneider at 847-565-8263 or Laura Andrews at
708-372-6744.

Community Relations - Holiday Wish Drive
Bringing Joy During the Holidays Through Giving
The holiday season is fast approaching, however, there are families in our community who will
need some help feeling the joy and peace of the holiday season.
This year, Hope has partnered with Vernon Township in their Gift Program to provide families an
opportunity to receive gifts during this wonderful time of year. Be on the look-out for our upcoming drive
that will allow us to make the holidays merry and bright for neighbors who otherwise might go without gifts.
Similar to our previous Operation Christmas program, you will have the option to select an entire
family or a single family member; it’s up to you. If your busy schedule makes shopping difficult for you to
participate in this program, please consider donating toward our gift drive and we’ll do the shopping for you.
This is a great way to help someone out during the holidays.
This program will have a quick turn-around time. All gifts must be received at Hope, no later than
Thursday, December 5th.
Also, if you are interested in helping out our Community Relations committee with this wonderful gift
-giving ministry please contact Jennie Pankiewicz at (847)927-6437 or benjusal@sbcglobal.net. We will
need help shopping, wrapping and delivering gifts on time.
Thankful for our Hope Family,
Jennie Pankiewicz
Community Relations
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A Christmas Tea Party
Ladies, please mark your calendar to join the women of the fellowship committee, for our
Christmas tea, on December 7, at 2 o’clock. Enjoy a cup or two of English tea, along with a
variety of finger sandwiches and assorted sweets.
Invite your mothers, daughters, grandmothers and friends.
A signup sheet will be posted in the narthex by mid-November.

Decorating the church Christmas tree:
Tuesday, November 26th at 9:00 a.m.
All are invited to come and help.

HOPE MOM Committee
EVENTSSPOOKTACULAR…What a wonderful time. Over 50 non-hope families plus
our own HOPE family enjoyed an assortment of Halloween fun. More than 45
volunteers, including members, Scouts and folks from Foundation Farms (a horse
therapy organization) provided a loving welcome. Two “big” moments to share…one was a young couple who
spent a lot of time at the altar gazing at the sculpture of Jesus and the cross…the other is a child, who has been
afraid of the dark after the passing of her brother, overcame her fear with the love, care & guidance of a church
member…and went thru the maze. Everyone who attended, left there knowing that HOPE is a warm, welcoming
and safe place to be.
CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR…Place Dec 14…11-2PM…on your calendar for this year’s Christmas event. We will
feature Santa & Mrs. Claus…a manger dress-up photo area…and new this year, a horse drawn sleigh ride for the
kids.
Parents NIGHT OUT…The Clayson’s started Parents Night Out last December…and will oversee the second
PNO for an evening in December. Food will be provided. The only requirement is that all children must be potty
trained. There will be no charge. Date to be announced.
Baby sitting has resumed. The first Sunday of every month…at the contemporary service…the Youth Group
will be available to babysit at no charge.
MOMs goal is to help bring members ideas to become a reality. If you have anything that you would like to see
HOPE offer, pls talk to us and we will be happy to explore it. Thx
Tom Clark 847-946-3604 tomclark1519@gmail.com
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Hope Lutheran Student Ministry exists to draw middle school and high school
students into a deeper level of interest in Christ as well as their commitment in
Christ. We do this by connecting students with loving and caring adults who
engage them in relevant conversations about life and faith. Our safe and
engaging environments help to drive us forward into service projects, retreats,
and evangelism as we figure out how to live out the conversation we’re having.
I would like to thank you for your support and encouragement. Since I have joined Hope, I have seen
your great passion and support for our youth. Through your generous support we have be able to
paint the youth lounge, excite the youth with events like TP dodge ball, trunk or treat, feed my starving
children, pumpkin patch and best of all Bacon an’ Bible.
As we move forward, I again thank you for your support and would like to announce that student
ministries are planning a Nerf night, Sunday night dinner, Thanksgiving dinner packing, and several
other service projects. We are grateful for your support and prayers and continue to rely on your
backing both by your involvement and financial givings. Stop by and see the updated youth lounge
if you haven’t seen the new look.
Again, we thank you for your support of our student ministry program.
Ben Graham, Youth Leader
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Calling All Ladies of Hope and Beyond!
It’s time for our annual bible study, service project and fellowship weekend!
This year’s theme is Radical & Awakened. Join us as we build upon last year's fearless conversations about why
Jesus is so radical. We'll dig into how Jesus shared His world-changing message (it’s more personal than you think!)
and challenge each other to be fully awakened to God's movement in our lives. Bring an inquiring mind, good humor
and a friend; we'd love to have you jump into this conversation."
We will be using last year’s retreat book so please complete the insert referring to the booklet. You did not have to
attend the 2019 retreat to come to the 2020 retreat. All are welcome and bring a friend!

Here’s the scoop:
When: January 31, 2019 @ 6:30 pm to February 2, 2020 @ noon.
Where: Inns of Geneva National, Lake Geneva, WI.
Cost: $288 single occupancy; $169 double occupancy; $130 triple occupancy;
$110 quad occupancy.
All costs and meals included even Saturday night dinner at Cafe Calimari!
Sign up in Narthex. Place a check payable to Hope Lutheran Church with "Women's Retreat” written in memo line
in
completed registration envelope and then drop envelope in the Properties mailbox in the church office. It’s that
easy!
Deadline to register is Dec. 9, 2019.
Questions: Contact Lynne Schneider at (847)565-8263 or lynliz@comcast.net or contact Kathy Whitehead at (224)
392-1565 or ramonakaw@aol.com. Also, please visit our display beginning November 3rd in the Narthex where
you can learn more and register.
REGISTRATIONS ARE COMPLETE AND ROOMS ARE RESERVED WHEN PAYMENT IS RECEIVED.
Take time to relax, to make new friends, to worship God, and to savor your relationship with Jesus. we hope you’ll
join us at Retreat 2020!
Grounds For Hope Café-Sunday mornings 9:45-10:45 a.m.
Nov. 3-24 Philippians: Finding Joy
If you’ve ever had trouble seeing how faith can be dressed in everyday work clothes,
Philippians is for you. It puts lofty truths into practical terms. And along the way you’ll run a
gamut of human experience: joy, bitterness, unity, bickering, arrogance, humiliation. Read
Philippians to peak into the heart of its writer, Paul—and to be drawn closer to the one who
was foremost in his heart, Jesus Christ. Make your joy complete by joining us in this 4 week
study.
Coincidentally—Joy is our theme for this church year!
Please pick up your study materials in the narthex.
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Pub Chats
Wednesday evenings, a couple of times a month,
at Pub 83 in Long Grove at 7:00 p.m.
Join Us!
Continuing the study started in September:
“The Gospels: How Not to Be a Pharisee”
This course looks at Jesus’ interaction with a group of first-century Jewish religious leaders
called Pharisees. Jesus often called out the Pharisees for their ability to see sin in others and
ignore it in their own hearts. Unfortunately, this tendency is as common today as it was in
Jesus’ time. This course will help you learn to pursue God with an open heart.

September 11: Getting to Know the Pharisees
September 25: It’s Easier to Know the Bible Than to Live the Bible
October 9: Public Performance Is Easier than Private Devotion
October 23: Pride Gives Way to Resentment
November 6: Tradition Becomes More Attractive than Truth
November 20: Separation Can Lead to Isolation
Study materials available in the narthex.

Sundays during the fall football season:
Please join us after the 11:00 a.m. worship service in the large fellowship hall
for lunch and football.
Usually, we will be watching the Bears game.
Stay for the entire game or just a short time - whatever your schedule permits.
(Food provided by those attending on a rotating schedule. Sign-up sheet is in the narthex.)

November Membership Anniversaries
NAME:

YEARS AS A MEMBER OF HOPE:

Jerry & Ellen Allen & family
Pastor Jim and Laura Andrews & family
Karen Austin
Suzanne Burns & family
Mike & Diana Clayson & family
Jim & Sherry Hoesly & family
David & Cheryl Joseph & family
Chris Lee & family
Ivan Lee & family
Marianne Lueck & family
Bill & Janice Peterson
Lynne Schneider & family
Craig & Debbie Sincora
Andie Van Spankeren
Jared & Melissa Woodward & family
Thomas & Trisdha Zehnder

31
4
32
6
6
28
13
14
14
22
18
31
23
41
6
32
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Well, it has happened again. In the last several months, I have come across two separate
articles, neither of which was obviously related to the other. Then, all of a sudden, God
smacked me in the back of the head, and pointed out to me the common thread, and just in
time for this month’s newsletter article. When God gets a plan, he’s not about to let stupid
old me stand in His way.
Here’s the story. About a month ago, I read an article called Sing Like We Believe It at Worshipfuel.com, a website
about music in worship. It was by a vocal coach named Jeff Mathena, and talked about the difference between
singing out of desire to hear how good we sound, and singing out of gratitude to God. Mathena talked about how
our voices are gifts given by God, designed to proclaim His praise. However, we often sing because we think we
sound good (more on this later,) or we fail to sing because we think we don’t sound good. When we focus on how
we think we sound, the result is the opposite of praise, it’s either pride or frustration at our lack of perfection. The
article says:

“… how foolish would it be to think that our songs’ worth could be found in their own beauty? After
all, what song could ever be beautiful enough to adequately express God’s worth? What voice could
ever fully express the splendor of His glory?… when we sing as a Church, Christ stands in our midst,
and it is actually His voice that is heard by the Father (Heb 2:12; Ps.22:22). Our worth has always
been given to us by God–first at creation, when we were marked with His own image, and second,
at the cross, where Christ declared us righteous despite our own depravity. And so, whenever you
sing, you are being faced with a question: “Do I truly believe that I am a child of the King? Or, am I
seeking my worth in the quality of my own voice?”
So, I thought, that’s a pretty cool concept: we shouldn’t choose to sing or not sing based on our own perception of
the quality of our song, but on the mere fact that we are giving praise to our Lord for His love. Then, a couple of
weeks later, at Pub Chat (we have the greatest discussions…you should really stop by some time,) we were
discussing a study called The Gospels: How Not to be a Pharisee. We talked about the Pharisee in Luke 18: 9-14,
who phrased his prayer in terms of how great he was, unlike the tax collector, who prayed “God, have mercy on me,
a sinner.” The lesson was that, even though the Pharisee was technically doing the right thing by praying, he was
doing it for the wrong reason, by focusing attention on himself instead of focusing his prayers outward in love. We
talked about how the test of our actions is not the act of itself, but the condition of your heart in performing the act.
I remember specifically saying that I sometimes worried that some of the things I do at Church are done to draw
attention to myself, and not for the glory of God. It was a very nice discussion.
For several weeks, these thoughts just kind of hung out in my brain, not really talking to each other. Then finally,
on Tuesday at Praise Team practice we were working on one of our songs that includes this big final note, and I
thought: “Man, I’m hitting that note pretty well…I sound good!” And…SMACK! God laid me out pretty good by
calling back to my mind the story of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector. I was mortified at my selfish pride, and I
asked God to forgive me. (“God, have mercy on me, a sinner.”) I was thrilled by the connection between the two
lessons that had been floating around unconnected in my mind. When we sing, we should be singing out of
thankfulness and praise to God, and it doesn’t matter how we actually sound, if the song comes from the
knowledge that we are redeemed children of the King. I pray that all of us get the same Godly head-slap, and that
our congregational praise can be loud, wildly off-key, and beautiful in God’s eyes.
Chuck Johnson, Worship & Music Director †♫
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Thursday, November 21, 2019, 9:30 a.m.

Where:

Small fellowship hall at church

Book:

“Year of Wonders” By Geraldine Brooks

Leader:

Kathy Whitehead

Hostess: Ellen Allen
(same author as “People of the Book” which we read last February). It is the story of a brave
young woman during the plague in 17th century England. Inspired by true story of Eyam, a
village in the country of England.
Starting in January, Book Nook will change their regularly scheduled meeting to the 2nd
Thursday of each month.

Hope’s Nursery will be staffed
for free baby-sitting
during the
11:00 worship service
on the first Sunday of each
month.

Hannah Circle
November 19th
7:00 p.m.
At Kathy Whitehead’s home
Thursday evening Men's Study:

“Great food…
good fellowship…
fun discussions”
All men are welcome!
Join us at 6:30 p.m. each week.

GIFT CARD PROGRAM
Using gift cards to either purchase items for the Thanksgiving baskets we provide for others or
donating a gift card to those families … as well as our own Thanksgiving dinners … gifts cards
for Christmas presents … gift cards to buy Christmas presents … our own every day needs …
LOTS OF POSSIBILITIES! Only 2 more opportunities to make great use of gift cards for Christmas! Let’s help out other families at no additional cost to us – win/win.
There are hard copies of the Vendor List on the info table at church. If you are unable to be at
church on the day the orders are due, you may call or email either of us or Ann and tell us what you want, or you
may just write the cards you want on a note and leave it in the box on the info table – you do NOT have to use the
computer, so don’t let that deter you from ordering. Be sure to include a check made out to HOPE LUTHERAN
CHURCH with Gift Cards marked in the memo line.
Orders are due on Sunday, November 3, 2019 – the cards should be in by the following Friday.
Questions? Give us a call – we will be happy to answer them.
Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 - janet.sirabian@gmail.com
Gina Vera – 847 -439-0561 – gvera0908@gmail.com
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From Robert Braband, Contemporary Music Director:
At a recent meeting of Hope’s worship Committee plans were discussed for the lighting of
memorial candles during worship on All Saints’ Sunday, November 3. The congregation will be invited
to place a lighted candle in a sand tray at the front of the church, remembering loved ones who have
become part of the “Church Triumphant”.*
So I went looking through the Praise Team’s inventory of songs to find one to use during this part of the
liturgy. I came up empty. Said I to myself: “I’ll write something that will express our belief that there is a morning
coming when we will see a new day arrive, a day without weeping, sadness, a day when we are reunited with loved
ones who have died.” So I got to work, began to line out lyrics, grabbed a guitar and figured out some chord changes.
I had a pretty good head start.
Until one evening I was on the net in a Christian music site and did a search for songs about “morning, dawn, new
day . . . “ I got about thirteen pages of possible song matches. By the time I got to page eight I was ready to give up,
but one song caught my eye – “When Morning Comes.” Hmmm, I have to check this out. And the rest is history,
because what I had found is the perfect song for the memorial candle lighting ritual. And the Praise Team is hard at
work learning it and preparing it for our use in worship on November 3.**
Such is the crazy history by which “When Morning Comes” makes it onto our play list. I rejoice that Helen Johnson
and Mark Johnson accomplished what I did not. The song says everything I want to hear as I and the church assembly
remember departed loved ones on All Saints’ Sunday.
Think with me about the sheer beauty of these lyrics:
Verse: There may be weeping There may be sadness There may be heartache in the night
There may be grieving There may be longing There may be darkness for a time
Chorus: When morning comes And night is done We will see a new day dawning
It won't be long Our joy will come With the breaking of the day.
Our weeping, our heartache, our sadness will give way on the day whose morning brings a new dawn of God’s
perfect Kingdom. And Joy, elegant Joy, delightful Joy, wonderful Joy will surround me and all whom I love and who
love me.
I pray this song comes to mean as much to you as it does to me. May the words of this prayer be in our hearts and on
our minds as we anticipate this coming Morning:
Eternal God, your love is stronger than death, and your passion more fierce than the grave. We rejoice in the lives of
those whom you have drawn into your eternal embrace. Keep us in joyful communion with them until we join the
saints of every people and nation gathered before your throne in your ceaseless praise, through your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen. [Evangelical Lutheran Worship, page 82]
* FYI, you are I are yet part of the “Church Militant.” These terms for the Church come from medieval theologians
who devised a three-stage system: “the Church Militant” consists of Christians on earth who struggle as soldiers of
Christ against sin, the devil and the rulers of the world of this darkness, against the spirits of wickedness in the high
places, think kings and princes and . . . . ; “the Church Penitent” consists of Christians currently in Purgatory; and “the
Church Triumphant” consists of those who have the beatific vision and are in Heaven. Lutherans and Protestant
groups reject Purgatory as part of the system and have a two-stage system. Personally, I’m unsettled by the violence
and militarism of the ancient Church. There’s enough of that in the world outside the church – we should find better
ways to describe our mission. I’d be glad to see it pass from contemporary usage, replaced perhaps by “community”
or “movement.” So I wonder, then, why I brought it up in the first place. Who knows?
** They are preparing it for certain, though some think it sounds enough like ABBA’s ”Winner Takes It All” to make
them chuckle. I think the song sounds a bit like Kermit the Frog’s “Rainbow Connection.” Which means that the very
next song I DO write will probably sound like a frog sitting in a swamp with a banjo.
Anybody got an old banjo I can borrow?
[“When Morning Comes.” Words and music by Helen Johnson and Mark Johnson, copyright 2014 Out of the Ark Ltd, Middlesex TW 12 2 HD
(Admin. by Out of the Ark Limited. CCLI Song #7025120. All rights reserved. Used by permission) – CCLI License # 1133499.]
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Declare God’s love.
Do God’s will.
Dance with the Spirit.

Sunday Worship Schedule:
8:30 a.m.: Traditional Worship Service
9:45 a.m.: Sunday School and Grounds for Hope Cafe
11:00 a.m.: Contemporary Worship Service
Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org
Join Hope on Facebook by using the link on the website or by searching
for ‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’ and then clicking on the ‘Like”
button. The website and Facebook page have updates on events at Hope,
pictures and other miscellaneous information.

To contact the church office: hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070.
Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement
church-wide via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.
To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:
pmater@aol.com

