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Pastor Jim Andrews

In All Circumstances
Rejoice always, pray continually, give
thanks in all circumstances; for this is
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
1Thessalonians 5:16-18 (NIV)
These past 20 or so months have
been hard on most all of us. We have
experienced in different ways the curse
of the coronavirus: in losing much of our
normalcy, some our health, others their
jobs, or still others their loved ones. Yet
as Thanksgiving approaches, can we
find reasons to be thankful in the midst
of such challenging times? The Apostle
Paul urges us to be thankful in all
circumstances.

Advent Worship

Harvard Health Publishing reveals that
in psychological research, gratitude is
strongly and consistently associated
with greater happiness. Gratitude helps
people feel more positive emotions, relish
good experiences, improve their health,
deal with adversity, and build strong
relationships. Therefore, the ability to
thank God for God’s good gifts in difficult
circumstances gives us resilience and
even joy. So, without pretending that
everything in life is great these days, let
us instead thank God for God’s grace to
us.
I think we can all agree that these have
been trying times. Yet, according to
1 Thessalonians 5:18, we are to “give
thanks in all circumstances; for this is
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” Is the
Apostle Paul serious? Does he really
mean “in all circumstances”? Or, as it
says in The Message, are we actually to
give thanks “no matter what happens.”
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When Paul writes that we’re to “give thanks in all
circumstances,” he’s not saying we have to
Even if we’ve been desperately
manufacture happy feelings no matter what. Rather,
sick? Even if we’ve lost our jobs? he’s urging us to choose to thank God for God’s
Even if we’ve lost our loved ones? good gifts, even when we’re experiencing serious
This verse in its original Greek calls us to give thanks difficulties or suffering.
en panti, “in everything”. This does not mean that
Now, I am not suggesting that I am one of the world’s
we must give thanks for everything, as if everything, best at giving thanks in hard times. Far from it. I
including evil, was from God. But it does mean
struggle with this as much as anyone, maybe even
that even in the midst of suffering, even when we
more. But I do believe that the wisdom of the Apostle
experience injustice, even when faced with a lifePaul, confirmed by current study, encourages us to
threatening virus, we can and should give thanks.
express our gratitude even in difficult times—even
We thank God for His good gifts. We thank God
when we don’t feel like it.
for being present with us in hard times. We thank
Yes, this has been a hard year for many reasons.
God for using life’s struggles to draw us closer
Yes, we have reason to feel sad or scared or
and to make us more like Him. We thank God
discouraged or all of the above. But, without denying
that nothing happens outside of God’s wise plan
what is hard in our lives, we’re also called to pay
for history and for our lives. We thank God that
attention to those things that are good; to be witness
ultimately God’s kingdom will prevail, bringing
to God’s gifts to us, and to willingly give thanks for
God’s justice and peace to us all.
them. “This is”, as Paul says, “God’s will for you (and
(Continued from page 1)

A 2019 study on gratitude and self-compassion in the
journal Mindfulness, finds that both of these enhance
psychological well-being. Both gratitude and selfcompassion are facets of mindfulness that enhance
psychological well-being. We each could use a bit
more of both.
In another 2019 study from The Journal of Positive
Psychology, researchers found that “gratitude is
beneficially, although modestly, linked to social
well-being, emotional well-being and, to a lesser
extent, psychological well-being.” While research
does say that gratitude is not a cure for illness,
both physical and mental, there are strong indicators
that gratefulness provides life satisfaction and
overall well-being. But being grateful is a choice,
a prevailing attitude that endures and is relatively
immune to the gains and losses that flow in and out
of our lives. The Apostle Paul would surely agree.

me) in Christ Jesus.”

Blessings to you as we ponder the many things that
we do have that we can remain thankful for.
As the day approaches, Happy Thanksgiving to you
and yours!
Pastor Jim

For your grace, O God, your amazing grace, we
give you thanks. Amen.

Thanks to everyone for the cards, letters, and remembrances
following the passing of my husband, Bob. Your kindness is truly
appreciated.
A Celebration of Life Service will be held on Monday, November 8
at 11:00 a.m. at Hope Lutheran Church. All are welcome.
Pat Avery
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Worship Schedule:
Join us in person or remotely, to worship together.
HOPE will continue to live-stream our worship services
on Facebook live.
The video messages will also remain on the page for later viewing.
Sunday mornings:
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship, with hymns and sung liturgy
9:45 a.m. Education Hour
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship, with music from the Praise Team
Don’t Forget!
Daylight Saving Time Ends on
Sunday, November 7
Set your clocks back, claim that extra hour of sleep,
And get to church on time!
The season of Advent begins on Sunday, November 28.
This year, our Advent worship theme is “Wait Upon the Lord”
The season of Advent is characterized by waiting—
waiting upon the Lord for his presence to be revealed to us on
Christmas. In our worship series for Advent, we will look back in
Scripture at those who waited upon the Lord for his promises to
come to pass through the Christ Child. We also look forward,
contemplating how we should wait upon the Lord in this present
moment of our lives, as God continues to make himself known
to us.
Plan to join us in worship each Sunday during Advent.

Restoring Hope
•

•
•
•
•
•

Public worship services have resumed at Hope.
We will continue to monitor closely all State of Illinois health agency directives
and recommendations, and make adjustments and changes accordingly, to
protect the health and safety of all.
NAME:
AS A MEMBER OF HOPE:
Services will continue to live-stream on our Facebook
page, for those YEARS
who wish
to participate remotely.
Masks and social distancing will be encouraged in the church building.
Communion will be served by individual kits containing the elements.
Offering will be collected by dropping into a basket in the sanctuary.
Bathrooms will be open, but all are encouraged to limit use to one person at a time.

For more information, please visit the Worship page on our website:
http://www.hopelutheran-elca.org/page/180021331/180111547/Worship
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What the Bible Really Says About Hell
Do you really believe in a hell as well as a heaven? Or have you done your best not to think
about it? Most of us don't like thinking about hell, a place for the eternal damnation of
non-believers. But you cannot read your Bible without being confronted by the fact that
Jesus believed in a hell and warned us about it, because he knew most people would try
desperately to block the reality of hell from their thoughts.
Jesus talked a lot about hell, always as a warning. But modern Christians are often reluctant to give or receive such a
negative message. So, what exactly does the Bible say about hell? And how should we believe on this subject? In this
3 Session Bible Study, Timothy Keller, Timothy Peck, and Bill Hybels give us their perspectives on 3 of the weightier
topics: Is the God of Christianity an Angry Judge? What Does the Bible Say About Hell? and What Is Beyond Death's
Door? Study sheets will be provided.

Join us for this Grounds For Hope Café study on the 3 Sunday mornings beginning November 7th at 9:45 a.m., as we
investigate these and other associated questions on the topic of hell and its realities. What better way to remind
ourselves why we needed a savior to enter this world as we then await Jesus’ birth during the season of Advent, at
which time, we will begin the 4-week, Wait Upon the Lord series on Nov. 28th. More details to follow.

Pub Chats
Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m., a couple of times a month,
At Countyline Tavern, 800 W. Lake Cook Rd., Buffalo Grove
New study starting in October:
“The Elijah Chronicles”
Elijah demonstrates both courage and fear in the book of 1 Kings. We see him boldly tell the evil king
Ahab, "There will be no rain or dew until God says so." Elijah trusts God to bring a young man back to
life, and he faces the prophets of Baal in a contest. But when Elijah bottoms-out emotionally, he finds
out that God's kingdom is bigger than he can imagine. This three-session course reveals that God is
true to his Word and that he will never leave us alone.

October 6— Session One: God Is True to His Word—1 Kings 17
October 20— Session Two: Only God Can Make It Rain—1 Kings 18
November 3— Session Three: God Never Leaves Us Alone—1 Kings 19
Starting November 17—4-session Advent Study (watch announcements for details)
Study materials will be emailed to participants, and printed copies are available in the narthex
If you would like to join the group, please email Ann in the church office:
hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net

Hannah Circle
will be meeting
Wednesday, November 23
at 7:00
at church.
We will continue our study:
“Experiencing God's Peace”
by Elizabeth George

Thursday evening
Men's Study:
Meetings are now being held via Zoom,
every Thursday 6:30 p.m.
Zoom link will be provided via email.
If you are interested in joining, contact Tom Clark :
tomclark1519@gmail.com
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Bacon n’ the Bible
Will be the 1st and 3rd Sundays at
9:30 - 10:30 in the youth lounge.

St. Leonards Service project
November 21st - 1:00 pm to 7 pm
Attention all high school students - In need of some service
hours? This month we have a great opportunity to serve a meal
at St. Leonards / Grace house in the city of Chicago.
We are looking for 10 students and 2 additional adult leaders to
prepare / deliver / share a meal with the residents of St. Leonards
ministry.
St. Leonards is a transitional home for recently released felons
who are adjusting to living once more in the outside world.
This is a great opportunity to give back to our community.
A sign up form is on our web-site:
www.hopelutheran-elca.org/page/180021357/180111747/Youth-Group
or contact Ben.hlcyouth@gmail.com for more information.
Peace,
Ben Graham
When:

Thursday, November 11, 9:30 a.m.

Where:

Large fellowship hall at church

Book:

Sooley by John Grisham.

It's the story of Samuel Sooleymon, a high school basket ball player from South
Sudan. During a trip to the United States for a tournament, rebel troops ransack his
village. Samuel eventually hears his father was killed, his sister is missing, and his
mother and two brothers are in a refugee camp. There is a religious component as
Samuel's family is Catholic.
Everyone is welcome to join us.
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Community Relations - Holiday Wish Drive
Bringing Joy During the Holidays Through Giving
The holiday season is fast approaching, however, there are families in our community who will
need some help feeling the joy and peace of the holiday season.
This year, Hope has partnered with Vernon Township in their Gift Program to provide families an
opportunity to receive gifts during this wonderful time of year. Be on the look-out for our upcoming
drive that will allow us to make the holidays merry and bright for neighbors who otherwise might
go without gifts.
You will have the option to select an entire family or a single family member; it’s up to you. If your
busy schedule makes shopping difficult for you to participate in this program, please consider donating toward our gift drive and we’ll do the shopping for you. This is a great way to help someone
out during the holidays.
This program will have a quick turn-around time. All gifts must be received at Hope, no later than
Friday, December 3rd at 5:00 p.m.
Also, if you are interested in helping out our Community Relations committee with this wonderful
gift-giving ministry please contact Jennie Pankiewicz at (847)927-6437 or benjusal@sbcglobal.net.
We will need help shopping, wrapping and delivering gifts on time.
Thankful for our Hope Family,
Jennie Pankiewicz

Thanksgiving Baskets
Hope Lutheran Church is sponsoring the Thanksgiving Food Drive to
assist needy families in the local area. This year the need is greater than
ever before.
In order to minimize the number of trips made to the grocery store
during these unprecedented times, we are asking that you consider:
Sponsoring an entire family, and purchase all of the items on the menu
or provide monetary donations (in the form of gift cards or money). We
would prefer that you do not donate incomplete baskets, as this requires
our volunteers to visit the grocery store multiple times to complete baskets.
Detailed instructions and menu lists are available in the church narthex or
by contacting the church office.
Please plan on dropping off the baskets and monetary donations (including gift cards) at
Hope Lutheran Church on a Sunday morning, or during the week Monday thru Friday 9:00-3:00.
All completed Thanksgiving Baskets should be at the church by no later than noon on
Friday, November 12th. Monetary donations or gift cards can be dropped off at the office by no later
than Friday, November 5th.
Please contact Pam Kennedy if you have any questions (847-362-7225) or garyandpamk@aol.com
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Operation Christmas Child ... Good News ... Great Joy ... Begins with a Shoebox
Hairclips. Pencils. A doll. A necklace. Every item lovingly added to an
Operation Christmas Child shoebox gift has the potential to impact a
child. When they open their shoe box gifts the harsh world around
them fades and their hearts fill with wonder and joy as they see the
treasurers within. Felisha (Trinidad), Alex (Rwanda), Luis (Panama),
Nanor (Middle East), Yui (Honduras) and Elvina (Ukraine), are just a
few of the children who have received one of the over 188 million
shoe boxes donated to Operation Christmas Child by Hope and
thousands of other churches and organizations since 1993. The shoe boxes are distributed to children in
over 170 countries that have endured war, poverty, natural disasters and other difficult circumstances.
The treasures and personal letters inside communicate that someone cares for them and gives them an
opportunity to experience the love of God.
It is easy to participate.
• Find a shoe box or similarly sized plastic container, it can be wrapped or unwrapped. (If you decide
to wrap please wrap the top separately.) We also have preprinted boxes. They will be available in the
narthex or see Debbie Duffy if you would like one.
• Choose boy or girl and age category (2-4, 5-9 or 10-14).
• Fill the box with a variety of small, fun gifts.
• Gift ideas include; small toys, stuffed animals, school supplies, personal hygiene items, slippers, socks
and other items that will put a smile on a child’s face.
• A personal note can also be added.
• Pray for the child that will receive your gift,
* Lastly, drop off your gift at church.
We were unable to secure the brochures this year. You can visit the website
www.samaritanpurse.org/operation-christmas-child
for a list of suggested gifts along with a list of items that cannot be included (such as candy, toothpaste,
liquids, lotions, gum, chocolate, food or anything that will expire within 6 months, used or damaged items
or anything breakable). Labels to indicate if the gift is for a boy or girl and the age group will be available
in the narthex. Boxes must be returned to the church no later than noon Sunday November 21st.
If you have any questions, please contact Debbie Duffy.

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE
Submitted by Gina Vera

AID FOR AFGHAN REFUGEES
THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
YOU ARE A GENEROUS CONGREGATION!
So far, you have donated almost 1000 items, including toothbrushes, toothpaste, diapers, feminine
products, bottles of shampoo & conditioner, towels, dishes, silverware, pots & pans, $25 gift cards, a coffee
maker…too many things to mention!
Your donations are dropped off every Sunday at Sue’s Pantry and are picked up by ICNA Relief Chicago on
Monday. Anything that does not go to Afghan families is distributed to local families in need.
There is still a great need as more Afghan families arrive in Chicago. See list here. Please leave donations
under the table in the narthex.
You are making a difference in the lives of many people!
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GIFT CARD PROGRAM
Last chance to shop for Thanksgiving – and it’s definitely time to do some Christmas
shopping! And then there are always Target, Jewel, Mariano’s, Walgreen’s, Shell,
Fannie May, Lettuce Entertain You – the list goes on and on. There are some new
vendors on the list, so be sure to pick up your order form.
And I am taking school supplies to LSSI and to Pacific Garden Mission, so if you are inclined to contribute to
my pile of supplies, I would be more than happy to come and get them from you – or you could drop them
at church – whatever works for you, I will make it work and THANK YOU!
The proceeds from the October and November Gift Cards will be going to ELCA Good Gifts (health/
empowerment for communities, families, women). I’m sure you’ve all gotten the catalogs from ELCA, so
you know the good things they do, and how just $10 to buy chickens can help a family eat healthy food as
well as provide products for them to sell to sustain the family. I urge you to try using gift cards – it’s a
great way to help others with no additional cost to you. I’ve recently used them for wedding, shower and
birthday gifts. Please do not hesitate to ask me or Gina if you have any questions at all about the program.
There are hard copies of the Vendor List on the info table at church. You may call or email either of us or
Ann and NOVEMBER orders are due on Sunday, NOVEMBER 7, 2021. If you are not comfortable attending
church in person yet, give us a call. AND if you are unable to get to church to pick the cards up, we will be
happy to deliver them to you.
Questions? Give us a call – we will be happy to answer them.
Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 – janet.sirabian@gmail.com
Gina Vera – 847-439-0561 – gvera0908@gmail.com

Praise, Harvest and Thanksgiving
All these Hymns are from the Worship and Praise Hymnal, and have been sung at Hope Lutheran Church.
Can you match the lyrics to the hymn?
Hymn Title:
1. Give Thanks
2. Praise To You, O God of Mercy
3. What Have We to Offer
4. Father, I Adore You
5. Glorify Thy Name
6. Lord Be Glorified
7. The Trees of the Field
8. We Are Marching
9. Shine, Jesus, Shine
10. This Is the Day
11. He is Exalted
12. Great Is the Lord
13. Sing Out Earth and Skies
14. Lord, I Lift Your Name
15. Emanuel

Lyric:
a. Siyahamba
b. I will praise him
c. set our hearts on fire
d. in my song, Lord
e. raising high the weak and lowly
f. God With Us
g. worthy of praise
h. lay my life before you
j. what have we to give
k. he’s given Jesus Christ
l. you came from heaven to earth
m. will clap their hands
n. we will rejoice and be glad
o. God of wind and flame
p. we worship and adore you
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Hope Family Christmas tree!!!

Attention all members and families. Hope Lutheran is excited to announce
for the first time ever - the Hope Family Christmas Tree.
This year starting Nov. 7th, you can pick up your free ornament making
kits. Inside you will find paint, paint brushes, wooden ornaments, and
string for the ornaments. We encourage you to pick them up after service
or during normal office hours in the narthex. Have fun with this - bring it
along or set it up as part of your Thanksgiving family gathering.
Then on Dec. 5th, in between the first
and second service join us as we decorate
the ‘Hope Family Christmas Tree.’
Light snack and refreshment will be
served.

November Membership Anniversaries
NAME:

YEARS AS A MEMBER OF HOPE:

Jerry & Ellen Allen & family
Pastor Jim and Laura Andrews & family
Suzanne Burns & family
Mike & Diana Clayson & family
Jim & Sherry Hoesly & family
David & Cheryl Joseph & family
Bill & Janice Peterson
Lynne Schneider & family
Craig & Debbie Sincora
Andie Van Spankeren

33
6
8
8
30
15
20
33
25
43
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Our Properties committee
has been hard at work
maintaining our facilities.
Check out the caulking
and paint work recently
done on the stained-glass
window!

The journey begins at Advent
When Advent begins on November 28 this year, so does a new church
year for liturgical congregations.
The church seasons, which correspond to key events in Jesus’ life, begin
with the four-week Advent period of preparation for our coming Savior at
Christmas. After the 12-day season of Christmas is Epiphany, which
begins January 6 and continues through Ash Wednesday, the beginning
of Lent. That period of preparation culminates in Holy Week, and then
Easter marks the pinnacle of every church year. Forty days after the
Resurrection we celebrate Ascension, and 10 days after that, the Pentecost
season begins; it lasts until Advent, when the cycle begins again.
“Like a great waterwheel,” writes Joan Chittister, “the liturgical year goes
on relentlessly irrigating our souls, softening the ground of our hearts,
nourishing the soil of our lives until the seed of the Word of God itself
begins to grow in us, comes to fruit in us, ripens in us the spiritual journey
of a lifetime.”

President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Christian Education Director:
Community Relations Director:
Fellowship Director:
Membership/Outreach Director:
Properties Director:
Stewardship Director:
Worship & Music Director:
Youth Director:

Pastor Jim
Renee Clark
Nate Schuller
Pam Kennedy
Lynne Schneider
Kate Broz
Jeff Whitehead
Janice Peterson
Vivian Sekel
Fred Vogt
Gina Vera
Juanita Wundsam

jamesandrews16@aol.com
renee@reneeclarkhomes.com
neschuller@outlook.com
garyandpamk@aol.com
lynliz@comcast.net
cube2.0@gmail.com
mightybadger@aol.com
janicepeterson80@yahoo.com
sekelvivian@gmail.com
fvogt417@gmail.com
gvera0908@gmail.com
truluci3@gmail.com
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Sunday Worship Schedule:
at Church and on Facebook
8:30 am Traditional Worship
9:45 am Education Hour
11:00am Contemporary Worship
1:00 pm Church of Eternal Hope
4:00 pm White Stone Church

1660 Checker Rd.
Long Grove, IL 60047
www.hopelutheran-elca.org

Declare God’s love.
Do God’s will.
Dance with the Spirit.

Worship Schedule:
Join us in person or remotely, to worship together.
HOPE will continue to live-stream our worship services on Facebook live.
The video messages will also remain on the page for later viewing.
Sunday mornings:
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship, with hymns and sung liturgy
9:45 a.m. Education Hour
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship, with music from the Praise Team

Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org
Join Hope on Facebook by using the link on the website or by searching
for ‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’ and then clicking on the ‘Like”
button. The website and Facebook page have updates on events at Hope,
pictures and other miscellaneous information.
To contact the church office: hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070.
Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement
church-wide via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.
To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:
pmater@aol.com

