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Pastor Jim Andrews

Blessing of Backpacks

The past 2 weeks, Laura and I
journeyed out west to explore the
amazing landscapes and the many
wonders of a number of our country's
national parks. While traversing
throughout New Mexico, Arizona,
Utah and Colorado, God provided
us with balmy, yet otherwise, near
perfect weather. Most everywhere
we ventured, we were greeted with
swirling white clouds strung across
luminous azure skies. Day by day,
we were captivated by one majestic
view after another, and were fascinated by their singular uniqueness.
“Come, let us bow down in worship,
let us kneel before the Lord our
Maker!” This verse from Psalm 95
came to mind as my eyes and all of
my senses were bathed in the beauty
of the various specimens of creation
that we experienced. The canyon
walls and mountain passes were
emblazoned in shades of red and
amber and ivory and sandy brown-with jagged striations of grey granite
bearing their columns from beneathmuch as an easel holds up a canvas.
Wildflowers of numerous colors,
shapes, and sizes, mingled with
ground-hugging prickly-pear cactus
and spiny junipers. An occasional
minute lizard darted across the path,
disappearing into the sage and
rabbitbrush. Here and there an
ancient, gnarly, bristlecone pine
appeared on a rocky ledge. The
sounds of creation filled the air and
announced the goodness of the
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Creator God, bringing a peace
and a serenity that I don't often
experience. The sights and
sounds of creation tend to
quiet the inner most being.
As I soaked in the beauty around me and my
senses were being awakened, another verse from
Psalm 96 came to mind, “Declare His glory among
the nations, His marvelous deeds among all
peoples.” I thought about the reality that what I was
experiencing took place all around me every day.
However, God needed to lead me to the canyons
and the mountains to wake me up to the fact that the
wonders of creation envelop me each day of my life,
but unfortunately, I often fail to open my awareness
to them, or to acknowledge them. All too often the
hustle and bustle of my daily routine overpowers
the gifts of creation that the Creator offers to me.
Psalm 96 reminds me that everything on the earth
shouts with praise, the sea and everything in it, the
fields and their crops and the trees in the forest.
Everything in creation bursts with shouts of joy to
the God who reigns over all things.
These wonders of creation can lead my spirit to
encounter both joy and sorrow depending on how
I allow myself to experience them. If I focus on
what God continues to bestow upon me daily, then
nothing will remove the joy that fills my soul. God's
presence will continue to fill me with joy even when
I encounter sorrowful occasions. Pondering the
gifts of creation has once again drawn me closer
to God. It helps me to appreciate my surroundings.
Regardless of how creation presents itself to me, I
must continue to sing and give to God the glory He
deserves.
Yet, it occurs to me that, for this to take place,
sometimes we need to get away from our day to
day routine, not only to rest and recharge, but
also to be reminded of just how enormous and
extravagant our God is--and how microcosmic we
are. Human beings—as beautiful and unique as
we might be—aren’t the focal point of life on this
planet. God’s creation, starting with that initial
blazing forth of God’s power so many centuries
ago, is much vaster than I typically consider.
One of the final stops on our trip, was at the
Dinosaur National Park in Utah, where we were
allowed to reflect on the myriad species that were
embedded in the rock wall before us. You begin
to realize that human history is an eye blink of time
when you are confronted with such a display. And,

of course, Earth is one planet in one solar system in
one galaxy out of an estimated 200 billion galaxies
in this expanding universe. Scientific discoveries
continually remind us that God’s awesome creativity
—this magnificent enterprise that is God’s work—is
mind-bogglingly more expansive than anything we
can imagine.
This experience of the vastness of creation is a gift
from the Holy Spirit—an invitation to humility as well
as to awe and wonder. The author of Lamentations
seems to have sensed this, writing that God’s mercies are unfailing and new every morning (3:22–23).
As I ponder my own next steps in life, the idea of
God being intimately and continually involved with
creation’s unfolding, creates a sense of freshness
within me. I find myself trusting God’s loving hand in
the evolution of my own story, as well as the story of
all creation—a welcome consolation in the midst of
the stress and angst that we deal with in our world
today.
I hope that you have all had similar rejuvenation this
summer. I hope that you have stood in awe of and
have been reminded of the enormousness of the
God of our own existence-of the God who births uswho rekindles and renews us-who has made us in
His own image-this same God who gives us this
magnificent planet and all of its inhabitants to love
and protect and to nurture as God’s own.
As protectors and nurturers of this marvelous
creation, we participate in this work through
mysterious intimacy with God. This is not to say
we are in control—far from it. We are the created,
not the creator. We are finite, not infinite. We are
limited, not limitless. And yet, our choices matter.
Our decisions matter. Our actions matter. I trust
that regardless of what choices I make, the God of
all creation will meet me with love and faithfulness as
I strive to humbly and lovingly serve God’s creation
each day. I pray the same for you.
Each of us is only 1 of nearly 7 billion human
beings currently alive in this world. And human
beings are present in only a tiny percentage of
cosmic history. We are part of a communion of
many, many subjects—humans are one strand in
an enormous and complex web of God’s creation.
Yet, human beings have been entrusted with the
responsibility for guardianship of all that God has
created. Following God’s example, created in
God’s image, let us do our utmost for all that God
holds dear-loving, caring for, holding in awe, and
respecting everyone and everything that is a part of
God’s creation. God’s peace.
Pastor Jim
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When Thoughts and Prayers are Not Enough.
Dear Friends,
I’ve been thinking about how to write this note, and exactly what and how to share
my thoughts for several months now. In the wake of the most recent mass shootings in El Paso, Dayton, and the violence in Chicago, I can no longer wait for my
mind and message to be crystal clear. So here is my best effort to share what is
on my mind and in my heart.
As a church serving a diverse community, I don’t believe it’s enough to watch,
worry and pray. The Bible says, “You may not stand idly by your neighbor's blood" (Leviticus 19:15). I
believe that, as we pray,
it is incumbent upon us, as we seek guidance, to follow with ACTION and become a leading force of
developing peace and understanding of one another in our community and beyond. This morning, I saw
a message attributed to Rabbi Illana Baden, Senior Rabi at neighboring Temple Chai, where she said, “We
have not just a gun epidemic in this country, we have a hate epidemic.” These are jarring words for me, and
I know that this feeling of being overwhelmed by hopelessness, anger, despair, and fear, have been felt by
many of my friends, family, colleagues, and fellow congregants. Becoming a true influencer of peace and
understanding sounds like a vague, overwhelming statement—but I believe we should transform this
feeling into a specific, actionable plan. This will be hard work, as we must open ourselves to difficult
dialogue and uncomfortable feelings. Think about how hard it is for many of us to talk with friends and
family about politics. Many of us just don’t do it anymore because it can quickly become inflammatory
and hurtful. How do we allow ourselves to open our hearts and minds to at least hear and understand
another person’s point of view, even if we vehemently disagree? How do we continue to love and
respect a person who is generous and kind but holds a polar opposite view of the world from our own?
I believe that fostering understanding STARTS HERE. With PRAYER AND DIALOGUE. It requires
that we allow ourselves to be uncomfortable, nervous, and vulnerable while having the fortitude and
persistence to take on what seems like the impossible.
IF JESUS WERE HERE, WHAT WOULD HE DO?
The BIG question is, what do we do about this situation? Pray for guidance, of course. But listen
carefully while taking action. Here are a few ideas that come to mind:
Participate in a class called Dialogues on Race, from the Augsburg Fortress
Reach out to neighbors and friends to learn more about their religious and cultural traditions and
beliefs
Engage in conversation with friends and neighbors about politics, even when there is disagreement.
Look for common ground.
Attend the Potluck for Peace at St. Viator, sponsored by Children of Abraham Coalition, and other
similar community events
Write and speak with our elected officials and express the need for tolerance, understanding and a
unification of communities
Continue to open our church to people of all faiths and nationalities as a safe haven for kindness,
understanding, and care.
These are only the tip of the iceberg. What are your ideas?
If you are interested in working to bring this forward, please contact me. I look forward to hearing from
you.
Love,
Renee Clark, Council President

September Membership Anniversaries
NAME:
Debbie Duffy
Don & Kathy Eggert & Family
Forrest Haney

YEARS AS A MEMBER OF HOPE:
36
36
36
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Come Join Us in the PARADE!
Hope will be represented in the Buffalo Grove Days parade
on September 1, 2019 with a float carrying the Praise Team,
and members of the congregation walking alongside and
handing out give-aways.
We encourage everyone to come and join us!
The parade begins at 11:00 am on Sunday.
Our float will be in place beginning at about 9:00 am that
morning. It will be located on Regent Drive, between
Plum Grove and Bernard; the official location is Zone C,
formation #57. Attached is a map to assist you.
Please be at the site not later than 10:30. Since there’s no
place to park near the float, you can also meet at Church and
catch a ride to the float site. It will not be possible to pick
you up after 10:00 am. Call Chuck Johnson at (847) 287-7392
for transportation from Church.
We will be wearing yellow “God’s Work; Our Hands” t-shirts.
If you have one at home, feel free to wear it; if you don’t
have one, we have a very few extras, otherwise wear
something bright yellow.

REMEMBER: THERE IS NO SECOND SERVICE ON 9/1!
See you at the parade! Thanks to everyone!

Sunday School is starting soon!
Rally Day, September 8, at 9:45 am.
Please register your students to attend. Registration
forms are available in the church narthex
or on our website.
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You’re Invited!
Pig and Corn Roast
September 8, 2019
after the 11am outdoor worship service.
You will receive:
Delicious juicy roasted pork sandwich with BBQ sauce
Mouth-watering roasted ear of corn
Hot, cheesy au gratin potatoes
Smoky baked beans, Cole Slaw
Ice Cream
Ice cold water and iced tea will be served.
In addition, the Youth Group will be hosting a Lemonade Stand Fundraiser.
Ticket sales will start on August 18, through September 8.
The price will be $15.00 for adults,
children under 12 free
Plan to come, and invite your friends!

Worship Reminder
On Sunday, September 8,
We will worship together in
one service, outdoors,
at 11:00 a.m.
The service is preceded by the
Sunday School Rally Day
And followed by the Pig Roast.
Come and spend the day with us!

Grounds For Hope Café-Sunday mornings 9:45-10:45 a.m.
Sept. 15-Oct. 27 How We Got Our Bible: Discerning What Is Scripture The Bible contains 4 accounts
of Jesus’ life, but Christians in the 1st few centuries knew of at least 50. Sorting out which books were
authoritative was sometimes a controversial process. If you have ever wondered how our Bible came
into taking the form that we rely on today, please join us as we take these 7 weeks to learn the discerning
process that went into making our Holy Scriptures sound, not “holey”.
Nov. 3-24 Philippians: Finding Joy If you’ve ever had trouble seeing how faith can be dressed in everyday work clothes,
Philippians is for you. It puts lofty truths into practical terms. And along the way you’ll run a gamut of human experience: joy,
bitterness, unity, bickering, arrogance, humiliation. Read Philippians to peak into the heart of its writer, Paul—and to be drawn
closer to the one who was foremost in his heart, Jesus Christ. Make your joy complete by joining us in this 4 week study.
Coincidentally—Joy is our theme for this church year!
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Sunday, September 15
During the 11:00 a.m. Worship Service
We will celebrate:
Installation of Sunday School Teachers
and
Blessing of the Backpacks
Bring your backpack (or briefcase)
Please plan to attend for these important events

SCHOOL SUPPLIES
We will again collect school supplies for LSSI and Pacific Garden Mission. There is a box in the narthex.
Walmart and Target will be having great sales on school supplies, so hopefully you can pick up a few extras
for those who do not have any - they are so appreciated. Remember how much fun it was to get a brand
new box of crayons? Let’s help every student have that fun feeling! Thanks everyone!
Janet Sirabian
GIFT CARD PROGRAM
Think SCHOOL SUPPLIES and getting those college-bound students outfitted, as well as
your everyday needs. Lots and lots of opportunities to make use of gift cards and help out
those in need our community at the same time.
There are hard copies of the Vendor List on the info table at church. If you are unable to
be at church on the day the orders are due, you may call or email either of us or Ann and tell us what you want, or
you may just write the cards you want on a note and leave it in the box on the info table – you do NOT have to use
the computer, so don’t let that deter you from ordering. Be sure to include a check made out to HOPE LUTHERAN
CHURCH with Gift Cards marked in the memo line.
Orders are due on Sunday, September 1, 2019 – (this is a holiday so if you will not be at church, just put your order
in the box ahead of time) the cards should be in by the following Friday.
Questions? Give us a call – we will be happy to answer them.
Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 - janet.sirabian@gmail.com
Gina Vera – 847 -439-0561 – gvera0908@gmail.com
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Recently, I came across the old phrase “I don’t feel like I’m being fed at church.” I
feel compelled to make some observations about this concept.
If you are hungry for food, you almost always have to do something about it, unless
you are an infant, in which case the fact that you are reading this is somewhat
spectacular. Go tell your parents that you are a genius. For the rest of you, you
recognize that hunger compels action on the part of the hungry person; you go to
the fridge for a piece of cold pizza, or you go to a restaurant for a nice meal. If you do nothing, you don’t
eat. You have to do something, or you don’t get fed. The same is, in my humble opinion, true of Church.
Expecting to be “fed,” without some action on your part, is a lot like sitting on the couch waiting for a pizza
to drop into your lap. I tried this once (I called it “College”), it never worked, not even once.
Similarly, on a more intellectual level, everyone wants to grow in knowledge. We are surrounded by vast
technological resources that provide information on everything known to man. But if we want to be “fed”
knowledge, we still have to do something. At the low-energy end of the knowledge-feeding spectrum, we
can ask Siri for an answer. Or, at the opposite end of the spectrum, we can take classes in some new
area of experience. I am, however, unfamiliar with any opportunity for knowledge to just magically appear
in one’s head (again, I have tried this; see “College” reference above.) In order to grow in knowledge, we
have to make the effort to seek and understand new things. Just being satisfied with the same old things
we knew before makes us stagnant.
If there was ever anyone who could sit back and let Heavenly things come to Him, it was Jesus. But even
Jesus said to His disciples: “I have food to eat of which you do not know... My food is to do the will of Him
who sent Me, and to finish His work" (John 4:32,34). Just like it takes effort to get food, we need to make
sure we make the necessary effort to serve God and carry on His work, just as our Lord did. So if it feels
like you’re not being fed, try getting up and going to make yourself a sandwich? I think you’ll feel better if
you do.
Chuck Johnson, Worship & Music Director †♫

Pub Chats
Wednesday evenings, a couple of times a month,
at Pub 83 in Long Grove at 7:00 p.m.
Join Us!
New study starting in September:
“The Gospels: How Not to Be a Pharisee”
This course looks at Jesus’ interaction with a group of first-century Jewish religious leaders
called Pharisees. Jesus often called out the Pharisees for their ability to see sin in others and
ignore it in their own hearts. Unfortunately, this tendency is as common today as it was in
Jesus’ time. This course will help you learn to pursue God with an open heart.
September 11: Getting to Know the Pharisees
September 25: It’s Easier to Know the Bible Than to Live the Bible
October 9: Public Performance Is Easier than Private Devotion
October 23: Pride Gives Way to Resentment
November 6: Tradition Becomes More Attractive than Truth
November 20: Separation Can Lead to Isolation
Study materials available in the narthex.
Please sign up so we know how many people to plan for!
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“Praise Your Name” is a new song the team has been working on, a song we have come
to love. It’s lyrics include these words:
I’m gonna sing my way out of the valley
I’m gonna shout my way up to the mountain
I will take hold of the truth of your promise
I’m gonna praise, I’m gonna praise
I’m gonna push through ‘til ev’ry lie crumbles
I’m gonna dance in the midst of the rain
I’m gonna rest In the arms of my Father
I’m gonna praise, I’m gonna praise Your name. *
What a beautiful, powerful lyric this is, from a composer named Corey Voss and several others, people who record
under the name Madison Street Worship. Did I tell you they are young? And their hair looks nothing like I think hair
should look. Which, I suppose, is the point of it, especially if I recall some of the bizarre, weird, “distasteful to anybody over the age of 30 at the time” things I did and wore back in the day. People always bring with them both their
baggage and their gifts.
Which is the insight people like Corey Voss invite me to deal with, that learning how to gracefully carry the baggage
of your life is the truest measure of how capable you are to express your gifts. To “sing my way out of the valley . . .
to shout my way up to the mountain” is a gift that surely has Divine origins. To “push through ‘til ev’ry lie crumbles . .
to dance in the midst of the rain” is a gift graced to us from the Father in whose arms we rest. Well said Mr. Voss et
al. Please give the Church more of the same soon. Please put more of the same beauty in my ears, in my voice, in my
soul.
We will be using “Praise Your Name” in worship for the first time on August 18. It will be a holy moment for me and
other members of Hope’s Praise Team. I pray it will likewise be a holy moment for you. The baggage comes along
with the gifts. When we sing this, I’ll be thinking of my baggage and the gift of God’s grace that overcomes it all. I believe you will be doing the same.
Robert Braband (Praise Team leader and founder of the movement in the Church to ban the capitalization of pronouns referencing the Almighty – something Lutherans like us generally avoid, something pretty much every other
Protestant assumes is wholesome and necessary, something you could ask me to explain for you as to why Lutherans
generally do not captalize divine pronouns and why the phrase “I’m gonna praise Your name” so, so, so, so irritates
me because of that Pronoun, but that’s another sermon, and another song, like Sly & The Family Stone’s “Different
Strokes for Different Folks,” because truthfully, blessedly Christians don’t all have to do the same thing when it
comes to pronouns. Whew. Oh, and St. Paul’s writings are filled, just filled, with run-on sentences like that, so there
you have it. No movement, no ban, just acceptance of our differences, what we call “diversity.” A good thing, no lie
about that.)
* “Praise Your Name” by Corey Voss, Annalise Bush, Rhyan Shirley and Unknown. © Corey Michael Music Publishing | Farren Love And War
Publishing | Integrity's Alleluia! Music | Integrity's Praise! Music | Rhyan Shirley Pub | The Rain Collective Publishing
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UPCOMING EVENTSBabysitting…On the first Sunday of each month, we will continue to offer baby-sitting during the second service. Presently, the children will be “sat” by
various members of HOPE’s youth group.
Parents NIGHT OUT…The Cayson’s started Parents Night Out last December…
The Henning’s, Boehlens, & Claysons are looking to continue offering PNOs this fall & winter.
Food will be provided. The only requirement is that all children must be potty trained. As the date(s) for
upcoming PNOs become solidified, will post a sign up sheet in the Narthex.. There will be no
charge.
SPOOKTACULAR…Plan the date…Saturday Oct 5 from 11AM-2PM. Featuring a ton of fun
activities including, pumpkin decorating, a scare maze (and a preschool activity house)
designed by the Hope Scout Troop, a Trunk or Treat sponsored by HOPEs Youth Group, a
pumpkin bouncy, hot dogs & other snacks
Looking for a headless horseman…if anyone knows of a stable, pls let me know. Also…we could
use a narrator for this activity. As always…no charge
Narthex…Pastor, Ann, Vivian, Gene & Ellen still have a few additions they want to incorporate to
round out their effort. Keep an eye out…We think you will like it.
MOMs goal is to help bring members ideas to become a reality. If you have anything that you would like to see
HOPE offer, pls talk to us and we will be happy to explore it. Thx
Tom Clark 847-946-3604 tomclark1519@gmail.com
When:

Thursday, September 19, 2019, 9:30 a.m.

Where:

Small fellowship hall at church

Book:

“Two Steps Forward” By Sharon Garlough Brown

Leader:

Nancy Harstad

Hostess: Paula Weglarz
The women from Sensible Shoes (book we read last April) are taking their next steps in
the spiritual formation journey. But each of them is finding roadblocks along the way.
Meg, a widow and recent empty-nester, is off to see her daughter in London.
But what does hope look like when nothing goes as planned?
Charissa, a conscientious graduate student, is battling to let go of control and embrace
her unexpected pregnancy. But what does hope look like when transformation is slow?
Hannah, a pastor on sabbatical, is trying to find her equilibrium with rest and a new
relationship. But what does hope look like when old grief keeps resurfacing?
Mara, a wife and mother, longs for her difficult family life to improve. But what does
hope look like when tension escalates and circumstances only get worse?
Sometimes life feels like two steps forward and one step back. Find your own spiritual
journey reflected in the lives of these women and discover the way forward.
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Sundays during the fall football season:
Please join us after the 11:00 a.m. worship service in the large fellowship
hall for lunch and football.
Usually, we will be watching the Bears game.
Stay for the entire game or just a short time - whatever your schedule permits.
(Food provided by those attending on a rotating schedule. Sign-up sheet is in the narthex.)

Save the Date!
Spooktacular
Saturday, October 5
11:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.

Hannah Circle September
Meeting – Pot Luck Supper
September 24
Renee Clark’s House
Special Time – 6:30 pm
Thursday evening Men's Study:

“Great food…
good fellowship…
fun discussions”
All men are welcome!
Join us at 6:30 p.m. each week.

Save the Date – Women’s Retreat
January 31-February 2
All women and their friends welcome!

Hope’s Nursery will be staffed
for free baby-sitting
during the
11:00 worship service
on the first Sunday of each
month.
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The Hopefuls are seeking additional bowlers for our
league!!
Did you know that Hope's bowling league is over 30
years old? The Hopefuls bowl every other Sunday
evening at Bowlero (formerly Brunswick Zone) in
Deer Park. Not only is the league a time for fun and
fellowship with our teammates, but it also provides a
charitable aspect, as a portion of the fees our bowlers
pay each session funds charities of our choosing.
We are looking to add additional bowlers for 8 existing
team openings.

Here are the details...
** The 2019-2020 season begins on Sunday, September 8 at 5:30pm. We meet at the
bowling center starting on this date and every other Sunday thereafter at 5:30pm (exact
dates to be provided, however there are a few exceptions due to some holidays falling on
a Sunday). We bowl a total of 18 sessions and finish up the season in May 2020. The
weekly fee is $15.00 per bowler, and a portion of this fee is earmarked for charitable
organizations. Bowlero is located at 21080 N. Rand Road in Deer Park.
** We bowl 3 games each session which takes about 2 hours to complete. Bowlero maintains
the team standings and individual player stats for our league. The league is a handicapped
league to give every team and bowler an equal chance to win in every game. Last year the
averages ranged from 93 to 161.
** Our league can accommodate 6 total teams with 4 bowlers each. We are looking for up to
8 additional bowlers this season to fill a new team, as well as fill vacant spots on existing
teams. Substitutes are also welcome! Team members do not need to be members of Hope,
so if you have any friends or family that would like to participate, we would love to have
them!!
** Can't make it to a Sunday game? No problem! You are able to pre-bowl at any time prior
to the date you will miss and your scores will be applied to the overall totals for the week you
are gone. +
** Shoes and balls are available at the alley. Also, as part of the league "perks" you receive
2 FREE practice games per week (and discounted rates off additional practice games),
20% off food and non-alcoholic drinks, and discounts at the pro shop!!
Come join the fun!! All levels welcome and no experience necessary!! A sign-up sheet is
posted in the narthex. Please sign up on or before Sunday, September 1.
Questions? Please contact Sharon Anderson - league president,
at sharonandjeff@comcast.net or (847) 520-7245.
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1660 Checker Rd.
Long Grove, IL 60047
www.hopelutheran-elca.org

Declare God’s love.
Do God’s will.
Dance with the Spirit.

Special Sunday Worship Schedule for September:
Sunday, September 1: One Worship Service at 8:30 a.m.—
Labor Day weekend, and join us at the Buffalo Grove Days Parade
Sunday, September 8: One Worship Service at 11:00 a.m.—
Worship Outdoors, followed by the annual Pig Roast
Sunday School Rally Day at 9:45 a.m.
Sunday, September 15: Resume regular worship schedule:
8:30 a.m.: Traditional Worship Service
9:45 a.m.: Sunday School and Grounds for Hope Cafe
11:00 a.m.: Contemporary Worship Service

Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org
Join Hope on Facebook by using the link on the website or by searching
for ‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’ and then clicking on the ‘Like”
button. The website and Facebook page have updates on events at Hope,
pictures and other miscellaneous information.

To contact the church office: hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070.
Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement
church-wide via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.
To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:
pmater@aol.com

