The Hopeful
Hope Lutheran Church
Long Grove, Illinois

It has now been nearly two months
from the time when churches all
around the U.S. began to restart their
live in-person worship services. After
more than 3 ½ months without worship and fellowship, you would think
Christians would have come racing
back into their many church buildings.
But to this point they haven’t. Rather
than a mass rush back, an overwhelming majority of Christians
across the country have decided that
they are not quite ready to take a
chance on church. I have to say that I
can understand many of the reasons
for folks to be wary due to health
concerns. Yet, putting on my pastor’s
hat, I can’t help but feel a bit troubled
by the response.
I, myself have witnessed reports of
the resurgence of COVID cases both
in Illinois and in adjoining states that
have forced voluntary quarantines
for up to 14 days. Many restaurants,
bars, salons, and other small businesses have been forced to re-close
due to ignoring or loosely monitoring
the wearing of facemasks and social
distancing. The mere news of these
occurrences presents a shutdown
mentality to those already feeling
threatened by the coronavirus.
For many churches, outdoor services
have been the answer. But not all
churches are ideally set up for live
outdoor services. Some church’s
parking lots are not configured well or
are split into different areas, much like
ours is. In many cases the
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logistics of transmitting the
FM signal can be a problem
as well. Very large megachurches would have to
conduct numerous services in
order to cover all of their members (What a problem
to have!) Even then, attendance at many of these
churches has fallen off as well.

going to an in-person worship service, especially if
you keep it interactive. Give words of encouragement
to others who are attending online with you. Reach
out to me or another member who you feel you can
confide in. Ask them to pray with you, online or by
phone. Keeping up communication with others you
trust is so important to your faith and to your mental
health. This is all a part of living in a loving Christian
community. It’s about being Church!

All of this has left me pondering the question: How
will God’s church, and religion in general, endure
beyond this pandemic? Amazingly, I did not have
to look any farther than our Gospel text from Sunday,
August 23rd.

But while some of you can’t attend in-person
services, many can. While there is no denying
that the chances of contracting the coronavirus or
passing it onto someone else is much lower if you
remain in isolation, there comes a time when you
must ask yourself: What are the risks to my physical,
In Matthew 16:18, Jesus says, “And I tell you that
emotional and spiritual health if I don’t go to church?
you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my
What is really holding me back? I would encourage
church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome
you to listen to the words of Romans 8:15 “The
it.” Hades is the “place or state of departed spirits",
Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that
also known as Hell, borrowing the name of the
you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received
Greek God of the Dead.
brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him
What Jesus is revealing to us is that nothing, not
we cry, “Abba, Father.”
death, nor hell, nor anything in this life or in the life to
Each time we step outside our front door, we face
come will stop Him from building His church, nor
risk to some extent. But mostly up to this point in
have the power to destroy it. Therefore, does this
mean that the church will be able to endure COVID- time, we have not faced the type of dangers that we
19? If Jesus says that NOT EVEN HADES can over- face at this moment. In our minds, at least for some
of us, living for the glory of God far outweighed the
come it, that’s good enough for me! But now, the
nominal risks of everyday life. For me, this same
deeper question that we all must ask ourselves: Will
reality is true even when dealing with this pandemic.
our faith survive the coronavirus?
Now, like most everyone else, my wife, Laura and I,
Many of us who consider ourselves Christians may
are extremely careful wherever we go to make
not give much consideration to how essential the
church is to our spiritual health—even to our mental certain that we are doing everything in our power to
keep every situation around us as safe and sanitary
and physical health. Strengthening faith involves
as is humanly possible. Yet, my wife and I decided
support systems, being accountable to others and
living in community. When a Christian is cut off from quite some time ago that church must be the top
priority for our family. Although today there may be
the church, whether due to a virus, a transportation
issue or for any other reason, that person will tend to risks involved, I am confident that our church is f
ollowing very closely the many CDC and ELCA
wither in their faith and drift away from Christ. The
guidelines that have been given to lower the risk of
faith of most any individual will not flourish when
infection.
hidden in seclusion. That is a foundational reason
for the Church’s existence. In order for our faith to
survive and flourish, it requires the support and
accountability of other Christians.

That being said, I want you and your faith to be able
to withstand the trials of this pandemic. Therefore, in
whatever way possible, make church—whether
online or in-person—a priority for you and your family
Now, I realize that some of us are not capable of
every week. I believe that it is vital that you and your
attending in-person church services at this time.
family’s faith survives COVID-19. While it is so easy
We have Seniors living in retirement settings and
there are those dealing with health issues who would to get out of rhythm, to become complacent and
sleep in, the best way to strengthen and secure your
be most susceptible to the coronavirus. I would
faith is by worshiping with other believers—the rest of
encourage those of you who fall into either or both
of these categories to refrain from returning until you your family in Christ!
feel confident that it would be safe for you to do so.
I pray for your good health, your safety, and for
God’s Peace and Blessings to be with you.
In the meantime, PLEASE keep attending online
every Sunday! Online church is the next best thing to Pastor Jim
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Restoring Hope
Public worship services are now being offered each Sunday morning:
8:30 am—Traditional Worship
11:00 am—Contemporary Worship
All are encouraged to use their own discretion in deciding when to
resume attendance.
Services will continue to live-stream on our Facebook page, for those
who wish to participate remotely.
We encourage general hygiene to protect the health of all who attend:
hand sanitizer will be available, the church spaces cleaned regularly,
and communal-use objects such as hymnals will be removed.
Masks and Social distancing will be required in the church building.
We encourage silent recitation and singing during worship.
Communion will be served by individual kits containing the elements.
Offering will be collected by dropping into a basket while exiting the sanctuary.
Bathrooms will be open, but all are encouraged to limit use to one person at a time.

September Membership Anniversaries
NAME:

YEARS AS A MEMBER OF HOPE:

Debbie Duffy
Don & Kathy Eggert & Family
Forrest & Julie Haney & Family

Contact your church council members by email with questions or concerns:
Pastor Jim
jamesandrews16@aol.com
President:
Renee Clark
renee@reneeclarkhomes.com
Vice President:
Nate Schuller
neschuller@outlook.com
Secretary:
Pam Kennedy
garyandpamk@aol.com
Treasurer:
Lynne Schneider
lynliz@comcast.net
Christian Education Director:
Kate Broz
cube2.0@gmail.com
Community Relations Director:
Jeff Whitehead
mightybadger@aol.com
Fellowship Director:
Janice Peterson
janicepeterson80@yahoo.com
Membership/Outreach Director: Tom Clark
tomclark1519@gmail.com
Properties Director:
Fred Vogt
fvogt417@gmail.com
Stewardship Director:
Gina Vera
gvera0908@gmail.com
Worship & Music Director:
Chuck Johnson
cdj1014@gmail.com
Youth Director:
Amy Pabst
aploki@yahoo.com
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Grounds for Hope Café
Pastor Jim is working on plans to start a new study this fall.
Watch for further announcements.

Pub Chats
Wednesday evenings, a couple of times a month,
on Zoom video meetings

Continuing study: “Impacting Culture”
This 7-session study will help us think about the ways in which we reach the surrounding
community. The study presents questions such as: How is the church called to be different
from the local social club? How do you immerse yourself in the culture, but not be negatively
affected by it? How can we reach the unbeliever as a whole person, not just his mind? In what
ways do technology and entertainment shape the cultural climate? How can we best serve the
community around us?
August 12: “The Measure of Our Compassion”
August 26: “Caring for Our Community”
September 9: “Culture: Love It, Leave It, or Transform It”
September 23: “Engaging the Culture”
October 7: “From Personal Faith to Social Action”
October 21: “Workplace Faith”
November 4: “Fresh Ways to Connect with the Gospel”
Materials and invitation to the Zoom meeting will be emailed to attendees.
If you would like to be part of the group, please contact Ann in the church office:
hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net

Thursday evening Men's Study:
Meetings are now being held via Zoom.
Contact Tom Clark to participate or for further information.
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Youth Corner - September 2020
Hey all!!!
It feels like the summer has flown by and now many of you are already two weeks into the new school
year and for some missing siblings or friends who have returned to college. Even though things will look
different this year, we want to continue to be a place of community and spiritual growth for you our
students. Please encourage each other to stay connected through HLC youth events and Sunday services.
Here’s what’s going on:
Save this date: September 13th, 2020
Youth Zoom service will resume at 9:45 am on September 13, 2020 - Until further notice all youth
Sunday services will be held via Zoom. You are more than welcome to join us in church to do the meeting,
I will be there in person to conduct our Zoom call. Please remember that we are practicing social distancing
and other rules set forth by the state and church. If you plan on attending in person, come prepared to
follow those rules. Masks are required.
During our first meeting we will catch up on the events of the summer, look at new opportunities to serve
our community and explore options for in-person youth outings (maybe an in-person outside Sunday
service).
I’m sure you all are not looking forward to another Zoom call, hang in there. We will get over this. In the
meantime - a surprise gift may just show up on your front door soon!!!

In God’s hands,
Ben and Amy

The Book Nook reconvenes in September with a discussion of the book
“An Extra Mile” by Sharon Garlough Brown
September 10 at 9:30 am
In the Large Fellowship Hall
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When God crosses our paths
Pastor and martyr Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote, “God will be constantly crossing our
paths and canceling our plans by sending us people with claims and petitions.” Last
spring, the whole world had plans canceled, first by Covid-19 and then by God
“sending us people with claims and petitions.” Some needed prayers for healing or
for coping with grief. Medical staff, teachers, pastors and others serving long hours
needed support: meals, check-in calls, “thinking of you” cards. Parents working
remotely while helping kids with distance-learning needed encouragement. Crucial
nonprofit work still required donations.
Pre-pandemic, you may not have realized that staying home or wearing a face mask
could be a ministry. Or that sending a card expresses love in Jesus’ name. Or that
buying takeout from a local restaurant can be a gift to the owners. When our
calendars empty, God “crosses our paths” in new ways — both to be with us and
to nudge us toward others (even if virtually, or 6 feet apart!).

Feed My Starving Children has reopened!!!
All locations, including Libertyville and Schaumburg, are back open with new safety
restrictions:

- All volunteers will be asked health questions relating to the COVID 19 symptoms along with a temperature test.
- Masks must be worn at all times.
- Volunteers must be 10 or older.
- All must sign up on line ahead of time - no walk in's.
- Groups can be from 1 to 5 people who will pack together and not be social distanced from each other.
- Spacing is employed to make sure the social distancing is in effect between groups.
- All items/tables/benches/bathrooms etc. are sanitized between sessions.
Food is desperately needed now around the world. Please sign up at fmsc.org and follow the prompts to volunteer.

2020 RELAY FOR LIFE
The virtual 2020 RELAY is behind us, and to date, HOPE has raised $1,989.78, so we made a
significant contribution to the cause – THANK YOU! Even in the midst of COVID-19,
cancer is still being diagnosed in many, many people, and the current pandemic makes this
diagnosis even more scary and difficult to manage. So, if you are able, I am asking that you
make a donation to our Relay team - let’s top that $2,000.00 threshhold! NEWS FLASH!!! I JUST LOOKED AT OUR
LINK AND WE’RE UP TO $2,124.78 – but feel free to add to it if you’d like!!!
Here is the link to the HOPE Lutheran Church Relay Team website:
https://secure.acsevents.org/site/STR/RelayForLife/RFLCY20NCR?team_id=2544863&pg=team&fr_id=96963
PLEASE CONTACT ME WITH ANY QUESTIONS YOU MAY HAVE AND THANK YOU! – JAN SIRABIAN
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PRE-SCHOOLERS BOOK DRIVE
Hope is partnering with others in the Northwest Suburban Interfaith Council to obtain books for pre-schoolers for
free dispersal as an aid in literacy, especially among those less fortunate.
What is the problem??....
1. 1 in 4 children before kindergarten grow up without learning how to read.
2. Students who do not read proficiently by the 3rd grade are more likely to drop out of school.
3. Nearly 85% of those in juvenile court cannot read above 4th grade level.
4. More than 75% of those in jail cannot read above a 4th grade level.
5. By the age of 5 the average child from a low-income family recognizes 9 letters in the alphabet compared to 22
letters for a child from a middle-class family.
6. Those children from welfare families who can read at the 4th grade level by 4th grade will have a better than 90%
chance of graduating high school.
These books will be handed out at food pantries, places of worship and other designated
facilities for people in need.
We will be empowering these young children through their parent(s) and a means to
assure them access to the early learning opportunities they deserve.
Please consider donating preschool age appropriate books (new or used) in the box in
the narthex. Any book (even religious) will be used. The collection will continue for a
month after we re-open the church building.
Thank you.
Jeff Whitehead
Director, Community Relations

GIFT CARDS ARE BACK!!
The August gift card order went well! The cards take a couple of days longer to arrive, but
that is the only small glitch. There are hard copies of the Vendor List on the info table at
church. We are going to give the Jewel gift cards from the August and September orders
to WINGS for them to give to the women in their independent living program so that they
can buy groceries. And we are going to use the October and November Jewel cards to put
in the HOPE Thanksgiving baskets given to families. For those of you not comfortable
attending church in person yet, just call or email either of us and tell us what cards you
would like to order – very simple! Remember that if you are unable to get to church to pick the cards up, we will be
happy to deliver them to you. Gina has updated the list – there are some new vendors, and she has put a * next to
those vendors – she has also created a list in order of percentage to HOPE, as well as the alphabetical list. A copy of
both lists is attached.
You do NOT have to use the computer, so don’t let that deter you from ordering. Your check should be made out
to HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH with Gift Cards marked in the memo line.
Orders and checks are due by the 1st Sunday of each month and the cards will be available in about a week.
September orders are due on Sunday, September 6, 2020. If you are unable to attend church that day, just drop
your order in the box early or give us a call.
Questions? Give us a call – we will be happy to answer them.
Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 – janet.sirabian@gmail.com Gina Vera – 847-962-4815 – gvera0908@gmail.com
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(Author’s note: I really wanted to write about something OTHER than the pandemic, but it
seems to pervade everything we do, so here goes.) This has been quite a year. I just happened
to be looking back through the documents on my computer, and I found the announcement
that I wrote on March 21, 5 months ago almost to the day, describing how we needed to stop
physically attending worship services because of the novel coronavirus. In that message, I used
the phrase “Mann Tracht, Un Gott Lacht,” which in Yiddish means “Man plans and God laughs.”
Since that time, we have had a fair number of plans, and it appears that God is at a veritable comedy club. Originally,
we were going to livestream our worship services for those who were reluctant to attend. That fell apart when the
government told us we were non-essential and had to stay home, but not to be outdone, we came up with a plan
for livestreaming Pastor in “solo” performances of our worship services from his house. That worked very well for
several weeks, while behind the scenes we purchased new computer equipment and a video camera, and tried to
figure out the best way to get God’s Word out onto the World Wide Web when the restrictions were lifted. By the
way, Steve Oller is a hero, because he made it all work, while I would still be sitting in a pile of cables wondering
what to do next. In the meantime, the CDC was telling us not to breathe and to constantly be washing our hands,
so we had to determine how we were going to have live music under these restrictions. Enter hero #2: Ann Wood
(who is both an attorney and a mechanical engineer…bet you didn’t know that) designed “shower stalls” for the
Praise Team, so we can be enclosed in plastic while singing. These were so successful that a volunteer from
St. Mary Catholic Church called us to ask where we bought the enclosures, and was astounded when we told her
we built them ourselves! So when the government told us we could gather in groups of 10 or less, we were all good
to go. Many other heroes volunteered to learn how to use the new camera and livestreaming equipment, we bought
cleaning supplies to wipe down our shower stalls, and we were able to broadcast our worship services just like we
had planned back in March. Then the government said it was okay to have up to 50 people in the sanctuary, and
people started trickling back in. It seemed like we were almost back to normal.
Then a week or so ago, our wonderful Praise Team keyboardist Sharon Anderson had a minor accident and broke
her wrist. I’m not very experienced on the piano, but from my understanding, the wrist is an essential element of
playing, so we were once again in a pickle. And shortly after that Robert thought he had been exposed to COVID, so
we thought we’d be losing our other musician. (Turns out to have been a false alarm, but still…) I’m reminded of one
of the last scenes from The Poseidon Adventure (the original, not that awful remake) where the survivors get almost
all the way to the propeller room of the capsized ship when their way is blocked by a leaking steam pipe. The
preacher, played by Gene Hackman, has an anguished conversation with God, asking why He would allow them to
get all the way through the ship (losing Shelly Winters along the way, which always makes me cry,) only to block
their way at the very last moment. Hackman leaps onto the broken steam valve and is able to close it to clear their
way, but falls to his death in the process.
Okay, that is severely overdramatic on my part, but the point is, we’ve faced a fair number of impediments. I can
picture God sitting up in heaven, maybe enjoying a cool beverage, and having a good laugh at all our pitiable
attempts to keep our worship services going. Well, you know what? We’re not giving up. It is our duty to keep
presenting services of worship and praise no matter what metaphorical leaking steam pipes present themselves.
As the old hymn says: “Be not dismayed whate’er betide, God will take care of you.”
So regardless of whate’er betide, and in case God needs another good chuckle, we are planning to have two services
on Sunday September 6 at 8:30 and 10:00 am, since there is no Buffalo Grove Days parade for us to rush off to.
Then, beginning September 13, we will go back to 8:30 and 11:00 services, with time in between for Sunday School
and Grounds for Hope. In the meantime, we are looking for a keyboardist to sit-in while Sharon knits her bones, and
we are considering ways to enhance our ongoing Livestream services on Facebook. And we just received a catalog
with suggested worship series for Advent (!), so we’ll be working on that as well. While we would certainly love to
see all of you back in person very soon, we understand people’s apprehension, and respect everyone’s individual
decision about when to physically return. Until then, please continue to watch us on Facebook, and send me a note
with any ideas or suggestions you may have to improve our worship experience.
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Nelson Mandela once said: “It always seems impossible until it’s done.” And Philippians 4: 12-13 says: “I know what
it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every
situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. I can do all this through him who gives me
strength.” And so on we go…
-Chuck Johnson, Worship & Music Director †♫

Dear friends,
If we share anything in common it is this: we need some good news. Bad news is all around us, I
need not belabor the point. So when this information crossed my desk, I made a mental note to
remember it. Several weeks ago Kenya’s Wildlife Service said the country has seen its elephant
population increase from 16,800 elephants in 1989 to 34,800 by the end of 2019. Amboseli National Park is experiencing something on a elephant baby boom, with more than 170 calves born
this year, in part a result of surplus rains over the past two years. The country’s efforts to stop
poachers, the global resistance to the ivory trade, and improvements in helping farmers when elephants raid farmers’
crops and kill livestock. Good news in an least one corner of the world.
But wait, as that obnoxious guy on television says, there’s more. As people of faith we know that the good news we
truly long for is not just about elephant populations. We are in the “good news” business, or, to put it more correctly,
the “Good News” business. The death and resurrection of Christ is the death of death itself, and the advent of Life for
all. The message that keeps our relationship with the Almighty alive, the message which we are called to announce to
the world, is Good enough to give witness to the world’s very salvation and re-creation.
It is News that is too good to be true, but is true nonetheless, to use one of my more beloved aphorisms. It is the
News that God will not allow Creation and the human experience to remain beyond God’s love and redemption. Julian of Norwich, whose life we know little of except that she was an anchoress, is best remembered by a most significant quotation: “It behoved that there should be sin; but all shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of thing
shall be well.” Someone should write a song about that.
Again, wait, someone has. And Hope’s Praise Team has worked to add that song to our worship life. “Living Hope”
includes these lyrics: Hallelujah, praise the One who set me free. Hallelujah, death has lost its grip on me. You have
broken every chain, there’s salvation in your name. Jesus Christ, my living hope.*
In a world of hurt, where so many of our neighbors endure loss and pain, we sing with as much strength and power as
we can summon that “all manner of thing shall be well.” And that includes elephants as well.
Peace,
Robert Braband, Contemporary Worship Music Leader
*“Living Hope,” Brian Johnson, Phil Wickham, copyright 2017 Phil Wickham Music. All rights reserved. Used by permission,
CCLI License $1133499.
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Our food pantries and many of your neighbors desperately need your help!

Due to the continued issues with the Corona virus, many more of our
neighbors are in need of food and every day supplies. Please help us
support our local food pantries either through monetary donations or
purchasing of needed supplies. If you are in need, see the list below of our
food pantries and the township food pantries.
If you are able, please purchase and donate any of the following items:
Canned Soup
Canned Fruit
Canned Vegetables
Grape Jelly
Boxed Pasta
Canned Tuna
Baby Diapers

Canned Chili
Cereals
Peanut Butter
Oatmeal
Mac & Cheese
Canned Chicken
Vegetable Oil

Crackers
Ramen Noodles
Pasta Sauce
Soap
Spaghetti O’s
Bagged Rice
Laundry detergent

Shampoo
Toilet Paper
Paper Towels
Flour
Snacks
Tooth Paste

Locations of our food pantries, pick up and drop of hours: (Please note that many food pantries
have geographical restrictions for food distribution:)
1. St. Mary Parish: 10 N. Buffalo Grove Road, Buffalo Grove. Food is distributed on the third Saturday
of the month. (ID and current utility bill required) Food Donations will be collected on the first weekend
of the month: Saturdays from 3:30 to 5:00 p.m. and Sunday from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m. If you cannot donate at these times, please contact the parish office at 847-541-1450 ext. 131 to make arrangements.
2. Kingswood Methodist Church: 401 W. Dundee Road, Buffalo Grove, IL. Food is distributed on Thursdays from 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon. (ID and proof of residency in Wheeling Township required.) Food
donations are collected 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Please leave food donations inside the church on the
east side entrance on the tables provided.
3. St. Alphonsus 411 N. Wheeling Road, Prospect Heights. Food is distributed on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of the month from 10:00 a.m. to Noon. (ID, proof of residency in Prospect Heights, Wheeling or Mt.
Prospect and current utility bill required) Food donations are collected between 9:00 a.m. and 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday near the school entrance facing Wheeling Road.
4. Beth Am: 1377 Abbot Court, Buffalo Grove Food is distributed on the last Sunday of the month or
call: 847-383-5017. (ID required.)
Township pantries:
1. Vernon Township: 3050 N. Main Street, Buffalo Grove: Drive through pantry hours 1st and 3rd
Wednesday 9:00-12:00, families at 8:00 (847) 634-4600, ID required. Donations of non-perishable
foods are accepted 9am to 1pm.
2. Wheeling Township: 1616 N Arlington Heights Rd, Arlington Heights, IL 60004. (847) 259-7730
Pre-packed bags are available on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays between 9 a.m. and noon,
and again between 1 p.m. – 4 p.m. Residents will need to provide a picture ID and proof of residency.
Donations of food are accepted Monday – Friday from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Thank you so much for your help! Stay healthy and safe!
For more information on any of our programs, please contact us by e-mail or telephone:
nwsinterfaith@gmail.com, 224-699-0386 or visit our website at:
http://www.northwestsuburbaninterfaith.org
Donations may be made directly to: Northwest Suburban Interfaith Council
PO Box 5301
Buffalo Grove, IL 60089
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1660 Checker Rd.
Long Grove, IL 60047
www.hopelutheran-elca.org

Declare God’s love.
Do God’s will.
Dance with the Spirit.

Fall Worship schedule, starting September 13:
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship, with hymns and sung liturgy
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship, with music from the Praise Team
These services will include the reading of the Word, prayers, and a
message from Pastor Andrews.
Join us in person or remotely, to worship together.
HOPE will continue to live-stream our worship services
each Sunday morning on Facebook live.
The video messages will also remain on the page for later viewing.
Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org
Join Hope on Facebook by using the link on the website or by searching
for ‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’ and then clicking on the ‘Like”
button. The website and Facebook page have updates on events at Hope,
pictures and other miscellaneous information.
To contact the church office: hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070.
Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement
church-wide via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.
To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:
pmater@aol.com

